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TABLE I.-POPULATION AND FARM DWELLINGS
TOTAL, RURAL, AND FARM POPULATION, MIGRA
TION TO FARMS,~. AND FARM DWELLINGS FOR THE 
UNITED STATE1:5: 1935, 1930, and 1920 

[Statistics for 1935 and 1920 relate to Jan. 1; and for 1930 to .Apr. 1. Leaders Indicate 
that comparable data are not available. "White" Includes Mexicans and Hindus. 
"Colored" Includes Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite 
races. Figures for divisions and States for farm population, migration to farms, and 
farm dwellings are shown in tables 4 to 8] 

ITEM 1935 1930 1920 

Total population •• ------------------------: ••• 127,152,000 122,775,046 105,710,620 

Increase or decrease (-) from preceding 
census.------------------------------ 4, 376,954 17,064,426 -----------

Percentlncreaseordecrease(-)___ 3.6 16.1 -----------
Rural population'------------------------- ------------ 53,820,223 51,406,017 

Increase or decrease {-) from preceding 
census.------------------------------ ------------ 2, 414,206 -----------

Percent increase or decrease{-) ___ ------------ 4. 7 -----------
Percent of total population •• ---------- ------------ 43.8 48.6 

Farm population: 
Farms reporting___________________ 6, 422, 088 ------------ -----------

Percent of all farms____________ 94.3 ------------ -----------
Number of persons.--------------- 31,800,907 30,445,350 31,614,269 

Increase or decrease {-) from 
preceding census_____________ 1, 355,557 -1,168,919 ----------

Percent Increase or de· 
crease<->--------------- 4. 5 -3.7 -----------

Percent of total population.___ 25.0 24.8 29.9 
Percent of rural population ____ ------·----- 56.6 61.5 
.Average per farm reportinfi··-- 5. 0 ------------ -----------
.Average per occupied dwe ing. 4. 3 ___ : ________ -----------
.Average per family ____________ ------------ 4.6 4. 7 

White farm population: 
Farms reporting___________________ 5, 609,966 --------- • __ 
Number of persons---------------- 27,058,851 -- (2) - :::::.::: •• 

Percent of total farm popula-
tion.------------------------

.Average per farm reporting ___ _ 
Colored farm population: 

85.1 
4.8 

Farms reporting___________________ 912,662 ------------ ----------
Number of persons---------------- 4, 742,056 (2) ·---------

Percent of total farm popula-
tion. __ ---- _____________ ----_ 

Average per farm reporting ___ _ 
Farms with-

White population onlY---------------
Percent ohll farms---------------

Both white and colored population.--
Percent of all farms---------------

Colored population onlY--------------
Percent of all farms----------------

No population {or not reported) ______ _ 
Percent of all farms _______________ _ 

14.9 ------------ -----------
5.2 ------------ -----------

5, 509,426 ------------ -----------
80.9 ------------ -----------

100,540 ------------ -----------
1. 5 ------------ -----------

812, 122 ------------ -----------
11.9 ------------ -----------

390,262 ------------ -----------
5.7 ------------ -----------

Persons on farms who lived In nonfarm 
residences li years earlier: 

Farms reporting_______________________ 671,316 ------------ -----------
Percent of all farms.·------------·· 9. 9 ------------ ---------·-
Percent of farms reporting popula· 

tion. ______ ---------- _______ -----
1 such person----------------------
2 such persons_______________ ----
3 to 9 such persons.----------------10 or more such persons ___________ _ 

Total persons-------------------------
Dwellings {occupied and/or unoccupied) on 

farms: 

10.5 ------------ -----------
192,864 ------------ -----------
172, 619· ------------ -----------
296,395 ------------ -----------

1, 99~; = ----·(a)"·--- ::::::::::: 

Farms reporting_______________________ 6, 489,491 ------------ -----------
Total number of dwellings_____________ 7, 844,409 ------------ ----------

Occupied dwellings: 
Farms reporting 4----------------------1 occupied dwelling _______________ _ 

2 occupied dwellings ______________ _ 
3 or more occupied dwellings _____ _ 

Number occupied.--------------------Percent of all dwellings ___________ _ 
Unoccupied dwellings: Farms reporting ______________________ _ 

1 unoccupied dwelling ____________ _ 
2 unoccupied dwellings ___________ _ 
3 or more unoccupied dwellings ___ _ 

Number unoccnpied •.• ----------------Percent of all dwellings ___________ _ 
FariDS with-

6,422, 088 
5, 757,447 

531,611 
133,030 

7, 360,212 
93.8 

401,454 
353, 107 ------------ -----------
34,870 
13,477 

484,197 
6.2 

-------.J .............................. .. 

Occupied dwellings onlY--------------- 6, 088,037 ------------ -----------
Percent of all farms________________ 89.4 ------------ -----------

Both occupied and unoccupied dwell-
Ings_________________________________ 334, 051 ------------ -----------

Percent of all farms---------------- 4. 9 ------------ -----------
Unoccupied dwellings only____________ 67,403 -----------------------

Percent of all farms________________ 1. 0 ------------ -----------
No dwellings {or not reported)_________ 322,859 ------------ -----------

Percent of all farms---------------- 4. 7 ------------ -----------
Number of farm families ••• -------------------- ------------ 6, 668, 681 , 6, 751,204 

I Rural population Is In general that residing outside Incorporated placeS having 
2,500 Inhabitants or more. 

'The 1930 Census showed 30,445,350 persons on farms, of which 287,837 were not 
classitled by color. Of those classified, 25,227,518 were white and 4,929,996 were 
colored. 

' During the 12-month perlod, .Apr. 1, 1929 to Mar. 31, 1930, the movement to farms 
(Tom citle8, villages, or other incorporated places was 680,422 persons; the movement 
from farms to cities, villages, or other Incorporated places was 372,483 persons; or a 
net movement to farms of 307,939 persons. 

'The percent of all farms reporting occupied dwellings would be identical with the 
percent of all farms reporting population. 

on the population schedule, "Does this family live on a 
farm?" The comparability of the farm population 
figures for the 2 years may also have been influenced 
by the fact that the enumeration of 1930 was as of 
April 1 while that of 1935 was taken as of January 1. 
The number of persons on farms on April 1, in most 
areas, would be expected to be appreciably greater than 
on January 1 of any year, due to the advancement of 
the farm season. Data for population on farms were 
secured for the first time in 1920. The inquiry was on 
the population schedule and the date of enumeration 
was January 1. 

The farm population of the United States on Jan11ary 
1, 1935 was 31,800,907 and represented an increase of 
4.5 percent over the 30,445,350 persons on farms, April 
1, 1930. The gain might have be~n even greater if 
the 1935 enumeration had been made on April1 instead 
of January 1. The increase in population accompanied 
the increase in number of farms and reflects, in a major 
degree, the net "back-to-the-farm" movement of 
1,995,253 persons and the checking, by the depression, 
of the flow of farm folks to industry. Durill.g these 5 
years, thousands formerly employed in factories, mines, 
and other industries moved to unoccupied farms or 
ret11rned to the farm homes of their parents or relatives. 
Farms abandoned during years when industry pros
pered have been resettled, and unoccupied farmhouses 
located on going farms have been reoccupied. Also, 
many persons turned to the growing of crops, or 
turned to poultry or other livestock, on tracts of land 
on which they had been living. Not all of the persons 
returning to the soil have been unemployed, as many, 
having or finding part-time work in industries; supple
mented their income from s11ch sources with rural 
living. 

Gains during the 5-year period from 1930 to 1935 in 
the number of persons living on farms occ:urred around 

. industrial centers, mining sections, and in areas often 
designated as "subsistence farming." Areas showing 
large increases in farm population include the so11thern 
Appalachians, eastern Ohio, western Pennsylvania, the 
Ozarks, eastern Oklahoma, the Birmingham industrial 
area, New England, northern Minnesota aJtd Wiscon
sin, and the Puget Sound and Willamette Valleys. 

A reversal of the movement of population from farms 
to cities, which has been characteristic of the United 
States throughout most of its history, was indicated by 

. the returns of the 1930 Census. The reports, that year, 
showed a net movement to farms of 307,939 persons 
within the 12-month period preceding the date of 
enumeration. 

Although farm population increased for the United 
States as a whole be·tween 1930 and 1935, the number 
of persons living on farms· decreased in several areas. 
Regions of greatest decline include the tobacco-cotton 
area in northeastern North Carolina, the Yazoo-Mis-


