
CHAPTER VI.-COOPERATION, LABOR, EXPENDITURES, MACHINERY, 

FACILITIES, AND RESIDENCE 

Introduetton.--stattstics collected in the 1940 Census 
of Agriculture and presentedln thls chapter cover a variety or 
items more or less independent in· character, but frequently 
associated in economic studies of farm operations. They fall 
under the six heads indicated in the chapter title: (1) Farm 
operators transacting business in 1939 with or through cooper-· 
ative selling, buying, or service organizations; (2) farm 
workers by 4 groups or classes employed duri-ng one specified 
week in the spring of 1940 and in the tall of 1939; (3) farm 
expenditures in 193~ covering cash wages for hired ·help and 
total amounts expended individually for feed, implements and 
machinery, oil and specified oil products, specified building 
materials, commercial fertilizers, and liming materials; (4) 
motor vehicles on farms with year of latest model, separately 
tor automobiles, motortrucks, and tractors; (5) farm facilities, 
including availability and use of electricity, telephone, and 
kind of road adjoining the farm; and (6) farm operators resid-' 
ing on or off the farm operated. 

Most of the data from the 1940 Census are presented by 
tenure of operator and, where color· or race of operator is im
portant, the data are usually presented by tenure for each of 
the two main color groups, viz, white and nonwhite. However, 
for northern and western States, many of the figures are given 
by color of operator and then by tenure of operator without a 
cross classification. The data given in this chapter are pre
s~nted only for the United States, geographic divisions, and 
states. Generally, more detail is given in the summary tables 
for the United States than is given in the division and State 
table.s. comparable data for earlier years are presented when-
ever available. Similar information for counties has been 
published in a series of State bulletins designated Second 
S.eries Bulletins. These second series bulletins, together with 
the first series bulletins, have been bound together to make 
volume I of the 1940 Census of Agriculture Reports. 

Attention is directed to the fac.t that the number of farm 
operators, for all practical purposes, is identical with the 
number of farms, since, by the Census definition, a farm is all 
the land on which some agricultural operations are performed 
by one person, either by his own labor or with the assistance 

and, since the inquiries carried in former censuses as to dol
lar volume of business were not fully satisfactory, ·the in
quiries in 1940 were designed to secure only positive or nega
tive answers as to whether such transactions were made by the 
farm operator in the previous calendar year. Three questions 
were designed, one relating to cooperative selling, the second 
to cooperative buying, and the third to business done through 
a cooperative service organization. Information for the latter 
question was secured for the first time in the 1~40 census. In 
the former years, when the dollar volume of sales and of pur
chases was secured, the number of farms reporting business with 
or through cooperatives was a byproduct of these figures. 

The enumerators were instructed in 1940 tha~ to be classed 
as a cooperative, an organization must: (1) Be controlled by 
its members, and (2) be operatedfor the benefit of the members 
and not for profit on che basis of shares of stock held. They 
were cautioned not to include informal and occasional purchases 
or sales involving only a few farmers. They were also in
structed that doing business through cooperative organizations, 
and not membership in them, was the criterion for enumerating 
such activities. Thus, a person who held membership in a co
operative should not have been listed as a cooperative partic
ipant unless he operated a farm and, also, bought or sold 
goods or purchased services provided by cooperatives in the 
year specified. He should have been listed as a cooperative 
participant, however, if he did business with or through a co
operative even though he did not hold membership in the organ
ization. 
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of members of his famny, or hired employees. The number of ~~~~~~~~~~!!::;==r=~rz,zTIJ farm operators and the number of farms are used interchangeably. 1929 

In order ·that the user of these data may quickly picture 
the distribution of some of these items of farm machinery, fa- 1924 

cilities, expenditures, etc., and changes in number or volume 
in recent years, a series of bar graphs and maps accompany the 1919 

text. The dot maps were made on a county basis to the scale 
indicated on each map. Maps designed to such a fixed scale 
frequently tail to indicate the presence of an item in an indi
vidl:lal county :when there may actually have been a number of 
reports for such an area. For instance, if the scale is 1,000 
\mi ts to 1 dot, then there could have been as many as 499 units 
of that item in a county without a dot appearing on the map, 
and as many 'as 1,499 -units with only 1 dot. These dot maps, 
therefore, do not show the picture in minute detail. 

Cooperative markettng.-This is the fourth farm census 
that has collected information on the number of farm operators 
buYing or selling goods through cooperative organizations. For 
the years 1929, 1924, and 1919 the census also covered the 
money value of such transactions. Experience has shown that 
a clear-cut distinction cannot easily be made as to what types 
of transactions constitute cooperative selling and purchasing 

~SELLING ~BUYING t:: : : . .I SERVICE 

If a farm operator bought and sold goods through the same 
organization he was to be listed in both categories. The types 
of service organizations intended to be covered, that were 
suggested in the enumerators instructions, were·"mutual fire 
insurance companies, mutual telephone companies, cooperative 
truck ·routes, spray rings, rural electrification.associations, 
etc." There was no attempt in the 1940 census or in former 
years to obtain the number of farm operators who held member
ship in cooperative organizations. In fact, an -operator could 
hold membership in several farm cooperatives and be counted 
only once as buying, or as selling, or as participating' in a 
service organization. 
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