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'PABLE·L-POPULAT·ION IN ·'l!HIR UNITED STATES: 1850 TO 1940 
(Data tor 1940 and 1930. relate to Apr. l; tor 1955 and 1920 to Jan. I; for 1910 to Apr. 15; and ror earlier years to JWle l. !'igures for dirtai.ons and Statee 

!or total popuitll.t±on in table IS· and for farm population urban-farm and rural-farm, in table 8} 
' ' r 

Number~ o! Pereent of total Ill CREASE OR DECREASE (-) 

lTllll AND YEAR pers;m.e population Number Percent. 

Total' popUlation•------------- ---- -- 1940- 131,669,275 100.0 e,es4,229 7.2 

i:~g:: 
122,775,046 roo.o 17,064,426 16.1 
lOS, 710,620 100.0 13,738,354 14.9 

19~()... 91~972,266 100.0 15,977,691 21.0 

1900- 75,994,575 100.0 13,046,.861 20.7 
1690- 62,947,714 100.0 12, 791,9~1 25.5 
1660- 50,155,785 100..0 11,597,412 50.1 

' 1670- 38,556,S71 100.0 7,115,050 22.6 

. 1660- 31.,443,.321 100.0 8,251,445 55.6 
1650- 25,191,876 roo.o -------- --------

Rural p·opulation 1. ------------"--------------------------------19~()... 57,245,573 43.5 5',425,350 6.4 
1930- 53,620,223 43.8 2,267,576 4.4 
1920- 51,552,647 48.8 1,579,313 3.2 
1910- 49,975,334 54.5 4,158,680 9.0 
1900- 45,834,654 60-3 4,993,205 12-2 
1890- 40,.841,449 64-9 4,615,401 13.4 
1680- 36,026,048 71.8 7,370,038 25.7 
1670-- 28,656,010 74.3 3,429,207 13.6 

~~ 25,226,603 80.2 5,578,645 28.4 
19,648,160 84.7 ----------- -------

Farm population • -----------------------------------------------~~ 30,546,911 25·2 -~,255,996 -3.9 
. . 1955- 31,800,907 25.0 1.,3"55,557 4.5 
. . 195~ 30,445,350 24.8 -1,168,919 -5.7 

1920- 31:,.814,269 29.9 ------- -------
- Rural-:Carm- population---. ------- -------------19~~ 30,216,188 22.9 58,f!ITS 0.2 

1930- 50,157,513 24-6 -1.,.201,127 -5.8 
. 19~ 51,:558,640 29.7 ------

Urban,.ra~ population------"------------------------1940- 330,723 0-ll 42.,886 14.9 

~~- 287,857 0-2 52,2CS 12.6 
~9 255,629 0.2 -------- -----

1 Figures, for rural population' priol"' to 1930. represent rev±sione:' of- thoatt published in· reports for· previous censuses- See text diseuseJ.on .. 
a Figures for farm popul:ation· for 1.940, 1930, and 1920 f"rmr GaDBUB of Popuiatioit; those for 1935 fran Census of Agriculture~ See text dis.cussion. 

TABLE 2.-AV'ERAGE' NUMBER OF PERSONS PER.FA:RM WITH PER CAPTTA DATA. FOR LAND IN FARMS, CROPLAND HARVESTED, A-11ID VALUE 
OF FARM PRODUCTS, FOR THE. UNITED STATES: 1850 TO 1940 

'(Averages for f{LI'm population by divisions, and States in· table- 8.. Base; .figures :tm tables 1,, 3, and 4 or t·taa chapter ami in- tabl.e 41.. of chapter X) 

AVERAGE PER CAPITA 

• Aver:oage· numoer 
!TEll' AIID YEAR of persons land in fa= Cropland Value of farm 

per !'arm (acres) harvested1 products 
(acres) (dollars) 2 

~ 

Total popUlation----"--~--------------~ 1940-- 21.80 8-L 2.4 59 
1950- 19·52 a.o 2.9 90 . 
1~~ 16.39 9.a s.s (>) 
191()... 14-48 9-.6' 3-4 (3) 

~- 15.25 :u.o 5-7 (3) 
13.79 9.9 s.s (3) 

:;:. 12-Sl 10.7 3-3 (3) 
14..50 10 • .6 (>) (•) 

16~(!:...; 15.38 15..0. c·~· (•) 
1850- - 16.00 !2.7' ("') (>) 

Farin popwlation---~:---~--- - !940- 5.0L 34.7 10.5' 256 
·19~~ 4.67 33.2 9 .• <>- (•) 
19~- 4.84 32.4 11.a• 562 
1926- 4.90 30.2 11.0 (3) 

_ 1 PI."ior ·to 1924 bB.sed on total acreage or c-rops.. See table' 4. a Based on valUa: or all. f'arm products sold, traded, or used by farm. hawmhol.ds tile preceding year. 
Excll.udes, val.ue for Q.6.percent ot· farms for l940.and 4.6 percent for-1930 f'or which data were incanpleta. For 1940,. th~e was an:.addit.:bma:I: l..5 percent .for .rann:a with no 
value of t~ prodUcts.. S,ee: chapter x. 3 Not available. 41955 averages· baaed' on tam population· as obtained irr tlie: cemnlS> ofl agr.icul.ture for that: yearo 

TABLE 3.~NUMBER: OF FARMS, ALL LAND IN F-ARMS:,. AND~ TOTJlli, LAND AREA FOR THE UNITED STATES: ~850 Ta I940 

(Il&ta for 1940 and 1950 relate to Apr. lj tor l9SS, 1925~ a.ncli 1'920' to. Jan. ~ tor 191'0. ta. Apr;.,. IS;; and for earlier years to June r... Figures !'or diTisiona 
· · and! S!i&ta~. :m, table 9) 

1940- . - ." - ----

~~~--=--:---:--::=:=.:__ . ---~-- .. _;:_---~-
i:~---_----:------:-. --· _. --·-·-----1 
1:910-------·-.---~-' -

. 1900---------;...---·~. ------~-----·-------1 
ia9o----- ·---·-·-------
168~ ----·--·-----
~~e--.,--------'-'----~-------··---------

,~~--. =----:::: __ ;:,=--·----.-· --.-· _;:.=:::.... --. 

Total 

6,.,096\..'700~ 

&,8~,35:0 
6:,.288'·,648 
6~3'7-:ll,l-640; 
6,448",343 
6;361,502. 
5~737-.. 372 
4,564,641 
4 •. 008,90.7 
2,659,985 
2,044,077 
1,449,<?'73 

lliJ!mER OF F AIUIS 

Increase· or cle=ease: (-) 
f'ram. ~ceding census 

-715,551 
523,702 
-82',992 
-76,703: 

86,1!4!1.. 
624,130' 

~,l72,.7ml 
555~.73'4 

1,.!48~922 
SlS,!l(lB 
595~0:Cll 

Percent 

-1o.s 
a.s 

-1.& 
~ 

l.-4'· 
10.9' 
25.7 
15.9 
50o-7 
50 • .1 
4J: •. l 

1,060,852..",574' 
l,OS4,51S,lll 

986,,771,016 
92'4;,.31~ 
95S.Il85';7Jli' 
878', 798·,325' 
858,59l,TI4 
623 J 218. 619 
536,081,855· 
4.07 ,.7~S,,!Ml. 
407,212,~. 

29&,.Sill4 6I4> 

1,905,361,~0:. 
1,905,21&,.610. 
1,90S,,2l.'6~6AO. 
1,,905., 216-, 640" 
1,,90~>Pli.J560 
r.~-i!89\Sm 
l,90:s;.4ffi!,,7:6Q'. 
1,903,337~,600: 
1,905,357~.600. 
1,9~.,337.600_ 
1,903,537,600 
1:,884,575,680 

Percent in 
farm:o 

55.7 
55-4 
51-8 
48.6 
50.2 
46-2 
44.1 
52-7 
28.2 
21.4 
21-4-
15.·6 

"1:. TJlft) l:and~ 86&, shown ~o~ 1.9~0 ·repres~~:ts· a. _canple~e rem.ea~urem.en.t and theref'ol:e dtl'~rs "from. tlias.e shown~ for pr.evious~ censuses... See text::- discussion~ An increase of'. 
1,280~ a-on&'Sl £han, 1929 to·· 1925 resulted n-an: ree:lamation of ,Pot?Jna:c· lli:v_er- .tl:ats in: the.~ Di\strict: o:t: C.olumDia;, a. decrease· of: 74;,240 acres: IrOai 191'0. too 1920 was due to losses 
O.f 29\,<W.I!l' &<mOB• in Wyoming caused b,y: tho ouil,d!>ng .of tbe Pat~~ex- and:,Shoehono· Remmvoirs .and: ~,800: acroa in Yonl:anm dUe; tc»- buil<iii:w. o1l: saveral reservoirs for 
.tPn_:iig_a-td:o~ gito\fe-cts; a net de.crease-o'f' 172,160' &C?~S from l9QQ:·ti.o:> l91Q·. resu.:lte'd from' a loss fu· Ca'll.fbr.ni.a. or· 281,600 a"'ClDia~ dUe tw tti.e en'croa:climent:. of: the Salton Sea, a 
.l~tfat ~ .A)rljz_o~' of 19,.200. acres due· -to.·.the -bUilding o£- _ Ro:oaevel.lt'. and I;aguna. Resel'V.oiir!a:,, and: gains due to drainage of lakes-: and. swamps o.C 26:,.2AO acre.s in Illinoi.s and 
lQ2·,.4(l)0;. __ acres~ in·. ln~ana·; an -incMase o£ 12~~160 acres .f'rom:.l89.~ t..o> 1900. resulted.; :CnDm'1-li2,680 acres in Cailifornia added due t.o· Tulare Lai-l:e:· being dry and 1,280 acres of 
l!ot;-o.ll!L'oor,· flat.s ,.claimed in the• Dtotnliot· of. ·Columbio.r and am increase of JB~!>,Illl0' acres !r.om·1650 ·to 1860. r.esultad from. the Gadsdlm Purchase •. Changes. in tbe approx
.:~te .ll~~ are&: ·or the ilnd,i'yidua.li.Statte:a-,., .other ~an those· givep a:liov:e, wexte.' due: tblrthemost parti· to: chan:g_e-s itt bnundari'es- oc.casioned by the ~'zati:mr.ot new Statea. 

'50\lll811 Q·- 43- 3 


