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SPECIAL SJ~QY-PLANTATION.S 

IN'J.'RODUCTION 

This special study presents, tor plantations, statistics 
which were collected along with those tor farmS in the 1940 
census or Agriculture. Thus, by inference, there is a differ­
ence between a plantation and a tarm. A distinction is otten 
made locally on the basts ot size or holding and type ot or­
ganization or. the agricultural enterprise. The term "planta­
tion• usually connotes a large agricultural holding producing 
staple crops in the production o' which .manY families are en­
gaged, The use or the term plantation, however, is by no means 
rtx~d.nor 1s the term uniformly used throughout the country, 
Before statistics could be gathered for plantations, or even 
tor farms, very concise definitions and instructions had to be 
given to those who gathered the data. 

Since a plantation often includes several farms in the 
sense that these te·rme are used hereafter in this presentation, 
the definition ot a farm is given first and 1s followed by the 
definition or a plantation as established tor enumeration 
purposes tor the 1940 census. The definition or a !arm has 
been practically uniform !rom· census to census, whereas no 
det1ni t.1ve usage or the term plantation has been made by the 
Census. 

A farm, for Census purposes, is all the land on which some 
agri~al operations are performed by one person, either by his 
own labor alone or with the assistance of members of his household, 
or hired employees. ~he land operated by 'a partnership is likewise 
considered a farm, A 11 farm11 may conSist of a single traot of land, 
or a number of separate tracts, and the several tracts may be held 
under different tenures, as when one tract is owned by the farmer 
and another traot is rented by him. When a landowner has one or 
mora tenant.s, renters, croppers, or managers, the land operated by 
each is considered a farm. ' 

Thus, each cropper or tenant operation is considered 
a separate !arm even though it is a part or a larger holding 
which locally is thought or as an operating unit, In the 
South, many such cropper or tenant operations are integral 
parts or tracts which are regarded as plantations. 

A plantation ••• comprises a continuous traot or closely ad­
jacent tracts of land on which five or more farm families (including 
at least one cropper or tenant family) are regularly employed, and 
which tracts are operated as a single wolicing un1 t in respect to a 
central farm headquarters and to the control of labor, cropping 
systt~~~s, and faxming operations, ~us, a plantation should 1nolude 
all the land worked from a central farm headquarters with croppers, 
wage labor, or the operator's family labor, plus any additional 
land, worked by share or other 'l;enants, that me,y ·be part of the op­
eration of the un1 t or plantation as a whole. 

~he operations of share tenants, standing-rent tenants, and 
oash tenants should be classed as part of a plantation when such 
operations are part of a working un1 t in respect to cropping s;ystems 
and, 1n some oases, supervision and the interchange of labor and 
equipment. 

In applying these definitions, a large land holding on 
which many families were employed, none or which were cropper 
or tenant families, was classified as a !arm and not as a 
plantation even though it was locally thought or as a planta­
tion, In order to make clear that a plantation would encompass 
two or more !arms, as dettned by the Census, the Plantation 
Schedule used in 1940 carried a subtitle, "Multiple-Farm Unit." 

The above definition or a plantation was prepared cooper­
atively with several members or the Bureau or Agricultural 
Economics or the United States Department or Agriculture. In 
its formulation, much consideration was given to the adminis­
trative problems relating to field enumeration as well as to 
,,~7 

assembling and analyzing the data, It was tully recognized at 
the time that neither the term itself nor its application 
could be tully acceptable to those users ot data Who wish to 
portray the whole organizational set-up ot Southern agriculture 
When based on such factors as managerial or supervisory acttv-
1t1es and contributions or capital and labor. 

Enumerators in the following designated areas were re­
quired to till out a Plantation (Multiple-Farm Unit} Schedule 
in accordance with the definition outlined above (see accom­
panying maps}: 

Alabama 

Arizona (5 counties only) 1 

Graham 
ll!arlcopa 
Pima 
Pinal 
Yuma 

Arkansas 

California (8 counties only): 

Fresno 
Imperial 
Kem 
Kings 
Madera 
Merced 
Riverside 
~ulare 

De~aware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Mary]. and 

MisSissippi 

Missouri (8 counties only) 1 

Butler 
Dunklin 
MisSissippi 
New Madrid 
Pemiscot 
Ripley 
Scott 
Stoddard 

New Mexico (4 counties only): 

Chaves 
Done Ana 
Eddy 
Roosevelt 

North Carolina 

OklahO!Da 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Virginia 

The Plantation Schedule was supplementary to the Farm and 
Ranch Schedule and did not replace it. Since baste informa­
tion on such items as land assigned to each cropper or tenant, 
the principal crops harvested, and the numbers or horses, 
mules, and cattle was to be secured from the plantation opera­
tor, the Plantation Schedule which was used to record these 
it~ms served as a work sheet to determine the number of farm 
schedules required as well as to prevent duplication and omis­
sion of data. It made possible a statistical treatment or 
these same items tor the entire operation as a unit. It called 
tor some information tor the number of families regularly em­
ployed on the plantation and the amount ot advances made to 
such families in cash or in the form of ~redit tor groceries 
and other supplies and fertilizer. This type or information 
was not obtained on the Farm and Ranch Schedule. A tie-in of 
the two schedules also made possible the tabulation or other 
items or 1ntormat1on, at the plantation level, which were 
listed on the Farm and Ranch Schedule but not on the supple­
mentary Plantation Schedule. 

Facsimiles or the 1940 Plantation Schedule, the 1940 Farm 
and Ranch Schedule, and those parts of the instructions to 
enumerators which pertain to plantations are included in the 
Appendix. 

v 



VI PLANT A liONS 

r----
AREAS DESIGNATED FOR ENU'v1ERATION OF PLANTATIONS AND.OF THESE, 

THE AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY 
CENSUS OF 1940 

AREAS DESIGNATED FeR EN..M::RATION 
OF PLANTATIONS-1,382 COUNTIES 

Including 

AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY 
Dill!. - 372 COlMIES 

OEPARTh£NT ~ Cot.t.£ACE 

In the 1940 census, as in previous censuses of agriculture, 
each enumerator made a personal canvass of the farms in his 
district. The enumerator who prepared the Plantation Schedule 
was usually required to prepare the Parm and Ranch Schedules. 
When the returns were received in Washington, the two types of 
schedules were checked, one with the other, as a part of 
the editing process. Information common to the two schedules 
was compared, Corrections for duplications and omissions were 
made on both sets of schedules. Since the Plantation Schedule 
was to be prepared in consultation with the plantation owner 
or operator and the Parm and Ranch Schedule was to be prepared 
from information furnished by the farm operator, slight dis­
crepancies were expected. The editing was limited to such 
changes as were necessary to bring the corresponding schedules 
within reasonable agreement. In this checking, it was found 
that, in many instances, a Plantation Schedule had not been 
prepared when it was apparent that one was required. Addi­
tional Plantation Schedules were prepared in the office when a 
given landlord had five or more farms, at least one of which 
was operated by a cropper. One of the five or more farms was 
often the "home farm" which was operated by the landlord or 
was operated for him by a hired manager. Since the Plantation 
Schedule called for information which was not included on the 
Parm and Ranch Schedule, the office-constructed schedules for 
plantations necessarily lack some of the data which would have 
been secured if the schedule had been prepared in an interview 
with the plantation operator. 

Part of this procedure was delayed until more pressing 
activities relating to publication of 1940 data for farms was 
completed. Work on this special report was further delayed 
during the war because of the shortage of manpower and the 
necessity of preparing for and taking the 1945 Census of Agri­
culture. However, the data are now being made available be­
cause of the general interest in plantations and plantation 
organization and because of possible usefulness of the data as 
a basis for planning for the 1950 Census of Agriculture. 
tf'llr7 

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS 

Following the Civil War, the figures from census to census 
for the number of farms in the South reflected the breakdown 
of large plantation holdings. During this period, prior to 
1920, the number of farms showed very substantiaL increases in 
each ten-year period. The average size of farm decreased from 
335.4 acres in 1860 to 103.5 acres in 1925. In 1880, the first 
census year for which tenure figures are available, 36.2 per­
cent of the farms in the South were operated by tenants. By 
1925, over one-half of the farms were operated by tenants with 
nearly two-fifths of these being croppers. In 19~0, the pro­
portion of tenancy in the south reac~ed a high of 55.5 percent 
with more than three-sevenths of all tenants represented by 
croppers. (See data. given in table 1.) 

No figures for plantations as operating units are avail­
able prior to 1910. In that year, tabulations of the infor­
mation secured on the Plantation Schedule were made for 325 
selected counties. The statistics were limited to "tenant 
plantations"; plantations operated by wage hands were treated 
as any other large farms. A tenant plantation was defined as 
"a continuous tract · of land of considerable area . under the 
general supervision or control of a single individual .or !irm, 
all or a part of such tract being divided into at least five 
smaller tracts which are leased to tenants." 

To provide figures for 1940 reasonably comparable with 
those for 1910, State totals are shown in table 2 representing 
only the counties included in the 1910 report. In comparing 
the 1940 figures with those ror 1910, it should be kept in 
m1nd that the 1940 definition was more inclusive than that used 
in 1910. In 1940, it was necessary that there be on the 
plantation only one cropper or tenant provided there were at 
least five total families regularly employed. The· landlord's 
family could be included as one of the five. In that census, 
it was not re(luired that there be a horne farm; neither was it 
necessary that the tracts comprising a plantation be contiguous. 



PLANTATIONS VII 

SELECTED. PLANTATION AREA. CENSUS OF 1910 

The plantations for ~hich data are. shown for 1910 all had home 
farms. Despite the fact that the 1940 schedule was more in­
clusive, there were only one-half as many plantations in 1940 
as there were in 1910. 

In 1930,. as a part of the monograph on "Types o!.F'arming 
in the United States," the tenant schedules :ror a few specified 
counties of the Mississippi Delta· in Mississippi and Arkansas 
were listed according to landlords. Three or more tenants renting 
:rrom the same landlord were presumed to represent a plantation 
·or proprietorship unit.· The landlord schedule, 1f any, was 
included. Specified data for these plantations with. corre-

. spending information for 1940, as shown in table 3, provide 
some measure of the. changes which occurred in plantations in 
the decade 1930 to 1940, For 1940, the definition of a plan­
tation was based on number of· families employed. For 1930, 
the plantation unit was dete.rmined on the basis of the number 
of tenants, no account being,taken of wage-hand or lendlord 
families. Consequently, the 1930 figures include some units 
with only three or four tenants which would have been excluded 
in 1940 unless there were also wage-hand or landlord families 
employed. On the other hand, the 1940 figures include so~e 
plantations·with only one or two tenants, Thus, the figures 
for the two years are comparable only for those plantations 
with five or more tenants. The total number of plantations 
with five or more tenants .for each of these specified counties 
for each of the two years is included in· table 4; In each of 
these 10 specified counties, there were substantial decreases 
in the number of plantations and in the number of tenants od. 
these plantatLons. However, without· exception, there were in­
creases in the average size of plantation and in the average 
acreage of cropland harvested. 

PRESENTATION OF THE DATA FOR 1940 

The tables. presenting the additional numerical data· for 
1940 are grouped into ·several series, as follows: 

Totals for plantations and farms .••• tables 5 to 7 
Plantations as operating units .••••• tables 8 ·to 24 
Farms represented in plantattons .•.. tables 25 to 30 
Pla~tations considered as farms ...... table 31 

325 COUNTIES 

In many or the counties designated for the enumeration of 
plantations, the enumerators returned no Plantation Schedules 
and, in the limited matching process, none were found to have 
been required. In a number of other counties the number of 
plantations was small. Consequently, it was decided to limit 
the detalled tabular material for plantations to those counties 
where the plantation system was common. 

The. accompanying tables show the importance of plantations 
in relation to the total agriculture in the United States and 
in each of the 10 States from which counties were selected for 
the special plantation tabulations. The figures for planta­
tions are restricted to those for the counties selected for 
special study as the cotton figures for plantations were tabu­
lated only for these counties. The figures for all farms, 
however, are for all counties in these States. Thus, the com­
parisons represent an understatement or the importance of planta­
tions in their relation to the total agriculture in a given area. 

The number, acreage, and value of plantations and farms 
represented, with comparable data for all·farms, are shown in 
tables 5 and 6 for all areas designated for enumeration. Sim~ 
ilar figures for plantations in the areas selected for special 
study are presented in tables 6 and 7. In table 6, the names 
and the numerical data are underscored for those counties 
which were selected for showing additional information in this 
Sj)e.cial study. 

This series of tables (tables 5, 6, and 7) also shows 
separately the data for all plantations, those enumerated, and 
th9se determined in the Washington office. Thus, it is possi­
ble to compare characteristics or the office-determined planta­
tions with those of ~m:umerated plantations. It is also possible 
to compare the relative importance of the enumerated planta­
tions and. the office-determined plantations in the various 
areas. By presenting data at these different levels along 
with totals for all farms, these tables provide a tie-in of the 
statistics shown in the varioUs tables in thts report, also a 
tie-in of the data with the total agriculture. 

The dis<)ussion relating to tables 8 through31 is presented 
later under the subject headings, shown previously in this report. 

The' criteria used in determining counties to be included 
in this special study were: 



VIII PLANTATIONS 

FARMS IN PLANTATIONS, WITH ACREAGE AND VALUE, FOR GROUP A PLANTATIONS IN AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY, 
WITH COMPARABLE DATA FOR ALL FAIU.5; BY STATES: CENSUS OF 1940 

All farms Plantations in areas ooleoted tor opeo1al otuey 

::8'anls represented All land 111 pl.antat1ono cropland herveoto4 Value of: lend 
State All land C!"Opland ValUe of land end bu1ld11188 

Farms ill farms harvested end bu1lcl1.o3s ' (number) (acres) (acres) (dollars) Numbar Percent Aores P8roent Mr&o 
percent 

Amo1111t Peroent of total of total ot total (dollars) of total 

United States ..... ;;, . •\• ••..•.• 6,096,?99 1,060,852, 9'14 82l.,241l,480 33,641.,788,726 242,1?8 4.0 15,695,8?2 1.5 ?,488,288 s.s 559 ,aaa,w 1.7 

lO states. •••••••• •.•....... 2,199,988 189,785,168 66,874,802 5,696,?89,674 242,178 11.0 15,6!15,872 a.a 7,488,288 u.s 559,338,148 9.8 

Alabama ............. ~ ..... 231,746 l9,JMl,89l ?,111,71? 408,?82,488 15,125 6,5' 1,85l,2!15 ?.1 582,4.47 ?.5 26,718,614 6.5 
Arkansas ••••• ••••• •••••• ,. 216,674 18,044,542 6,609,888 456,848,156 87,928 17.5 2,045,074 u.s 1,288,568 18.7 94,196,082 20.6 
Georgia ................... 216,083 23,683,681 8,802,593 480,344, 531 19,012 8.8 2,244,lll 9,5 985,361 11.2 44,269,082 9.2 
IDu1&1ana ................. 150,007 9,996,108 4,051,670 358,8?8,506 28,572 19,0 1,746,104 17,5 784,525 19.4 67,683 ,64? 19.1 
MissiSsippi •••••••.••••••• ...... 291,092 19,156,059 6,952,931 474,986,062 98,791 33.9 5,ll5,709 26,7 2,507,994 36.1 196,829 ,322 41.4 
nasouri • ........•....•... 256,100 34,739,598 12,399,860 1,107,802,598 8,256 1,3 292,3?4 o.e 200,726 1.6 l6,6l0,29e 1.5 
North Caro~a •••••••••••• 278,2?6 18,845,838 6,125,386 ?86 ,708,125 18,006 6,5 1,178,578 6,3 515,476 8.4 54,987,463 7,5 
South Carolina ••••••.••..• 137,558 11,238,697 4,32.1. ,962 338,494: ,51 '1 12,463 9.1 1,041,716 9,8 463,001 10.7 34,919,266 10,3 
Tennessee .............. .... 24? ,617 18,492,e98 6,158,662 664,474,267 ?,112 2,9 495,?87 2.7 209,622 3.4 10,1?4,101 2.7 
V1rg1111a •••••••••• _. ....... 174,865 16,444,907 3,840,189 6?4, 9'15 ,424 1,898 1.1 185,131 1.1 45,518 1.2 5,001,268 0.? 

COTTON ON PLANTATIONS--ACRES HARVESTED AND BALES PRODUCED FOR AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY; 
WITH COMPARABLE DATA FOR ALL FARW; BY STATES: CENSUS OF 1940 

Cotton harvested on all tarms Cotton harvested on plantations 111 areas aelaoted 1br special study 

state Bales (square) 1 Acres Bales (square) 1 

Aores 
IIUDI>er Peroant IIUDI>er Percent Average 

of total of to tel per aore !lUmber Avarage 
per acre 

11,481,300 0,5 2,706,825 11.9 2,081,140 18.1 o.e 

10 States ••••••••••••••• ,. ••••.••••••• ••••••.••••••••.•••.• ?,470,128 0.6 2,?06,825 21..9 2,081,140 27.9 o.8 

'Alabama ................................................. . 1,930,560 
2,056,775 
1,856,185 
~,088,6e5 
2,449,285 

772,711 0.4 l68,e76 8.7 66,211 e.6 0.4 
Al'kansas ••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••• 1,35l,209 0.7 55l,440 26.e 455,948 33.? o.e 
Goargl.a, ............................................... . 905,088 0,5 223,?42 12.1 114,249 12.6 0.5 
IDu1siana .............................................. . ·717,718 0.7 297,120 2?,8 298,171 83,2 o.e 
JH.ssissippi .•••••••.••••....••.••••••.•••••..•••••. , •••• 
Jlissouri ••.. •••••••••• ••••• •••••••••••••••••• ..••.•••••• 

1,533,092 0,6 1,075,224 48.9 887,903 57,9 O.E! 
890,047 
710,288 

1,176,990 
676,818 

80,027 

488,196 1.1 78,595 20,2 92,685 21.4 1.2 
94,847 18,4 58. 7!15 12.e 0.6 458,146 0,6 North Carol1na ......................................... . 

South Carol1ne ......................................... . 849,982 0.7 144,538 12.8 117,244 18.e o.e 
Tennessee ••••••••••••••••••••••..•••.•.•.•••.••..•••••.• 486,126 0,6 ?0,262 10.4 48,945 11.2 o.v 
Virginia •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12,865 0.4 2,186 7.8 1,089 8.1 0,5 

1 RunD.tng square bales, counting round ~ halt bales. 

(l) The proportion of all tenants represented by 
croppers, 

(2) The proportion of all croppers who were on planta­
tions, and 

(3) The number of plantations. 
In delineating the area for study, some counties for which the 
data met the above criteria were not included as they were not 
contiguous to counties where the plantation system was of im­
portance,' The counties included in the special study are 
shown on the map on page XIII, which also outlines the entire 
area where the Plantation Schedule was to be prepared. 

The data tabulated for plantations included information 
from the Plant~tion Schedules and information from the Farm 
and Ranch Schedules for the individual farms com~rlsing the 
plantations. Some of the information was common to both the 
Plaptation and the Farm and Ranch Schedule. In such cases, 
the information was tabulated from the Plantation Schedule 
after the data for the two schedules were checked and brought 
into reasonable agreement. 

The items included, their source (Farm and Ranch or 
Plantation Schedule), pages on which items are presented, and 
the group of plantations or farms to which they refer are 
shown in the acco~anying tabular index. 

Statistics are presented on both a State and county level 
with an over-all summary for the entire area covered by the 
particular State or county table. In general, classifications 
of plantations and of farms comprising plantations, s~ch as 
size, value of products, etc., are on a State level only. The 
county tables are, for th& most part, limited to totals. For 
convenience, the States and countles tn each table are arranged 

'in al~habettcal order. In the county tables, totals for all 
States precede those for the individual States and counties, 
thus providing ready comparison among States. 

For convenience, the enumerated plantations plus the office-' 
determined ·plantations are referred to in the tables as 
Group A plantations; those enumerated, as Group B plantations; 

and those determined in the Washington office, as Group C 
plantations. 

In presenting statistics to show the characteristics and 
organization of the plantation as a whole, consideration ls 
!ilSo given to the number of farms represented ana to the portion 
of the plantation operated by croppers and other tenants and 
the portion not assigned croppers and other tenants; that is, 
the home farm. In presenting statistics showing the charac­
teristics of farms represented ln the plantations, the home 
farm is considered separately, and, in some of the tables, a 
separation 1s also made of the cropper and other tenant farms. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

The definitions of a farm and of a plantation have already 
been given. Other definitions, with explanatlons, essential 
to an understanding of the terms used in this report follow. 

A farm operator is a person who operates a farm either 
performing the labor himself or directly supervising it. The 
number of farm operators is considered to be identical with 
the number of farms. 

Farms reporting a particular item refers to the number of 
farms for which the specified item was reported. In general, 
the farms reporting an item represent the number of farms hav­
ing that item. Because enumerators sometimes failed to enter 
information for all items called for on the schedule, the 
farms reporting represent a minimum statement of the farms 
having the item. 

Group A plantations represent enumerated plantations plus 
office-determined plantations and most nearly represent the 
total plantations as defined for the 1940 Census. 

Group B plantations represent plantations for which Pla.l'l.ta­
tlon Schedules were prepared by Census enumerators. 

Group C plantations represent plantations which were 
determined in the Washington office. These plantations were 
determined and the Plantation Schedules were prepared on the 
basts of tnformatton carried on the Farm and Ranch Schedu!es. 



PLANTATIONS 

INDEX OF ITEMS SHOWN IN THE TABLES 

[The numbe~s show the page on which the data ere show.a.; the underscat'ed D.Uillbers indicate that the t1gu:res are shown tor both states and counties; otherwise, 
the figures are shown for states only~ See text tor description ot areas A, B, and C] 

Statistics tor plantations as a whole statist! es for tums in plantations 

Area design.ated tar enumeration 
Item 

Area destgoAted tor enumeration 
other Other 

r-------~----------------------~ ~··- r---------r-----------------~ ~~~~ 
itied 
areas Total Selected far special areas 

study TOtal Selected tar special study 

Group ot plantations tac which :Lntormation 
is shown*. • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • A B c A 

(B+C) 
B A B C 

Al~P!~~dn:!:;;:::::::::::<::::::::::::::: 
:; :!~:~ ·~; ·;;~d~~t;:;::: :::: ~:: :::::::::::: 

(B+C) 

Plantations, number ............................ 3,! 

PlantS.tions considered as tarms • ............... 

Plantat:i.o!lB: 
By number of tenants per plantation ••••••••• 
Reporting tobacco or rice ••••••••••••••••••• 
Furnishing trocto1• ,power •••••••••••••••••••• 
By size· ot plantation ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
By value of products ...................... .. 
By aol.or and tenure of operator ••••••••••••• 
By number of .families employed ............ .. 
By class of familiae employed .............. . 
Reporting tractors ...................... .' .. . 

Farms in plantations ......................... . 
Hans farms and cropper and other tenant 
.farms .................. ••• • .......... •·.· • •• 

Reporting tobacco or rice ••••••••••••••••••• 
FUrnished tractor power ••••••••••••••••••••• 
By size or plantation ••••••••.•••••.••••••••• 
By value of products on plantation •••••••••• 
By major source ot income ••••••••••••••••••• 
By color and tenure of plantation operator.: 
·By size of ram ................ 'o •••••••••••• 

By value of products per farm ••••••••••••••• 

All land in plantations or farms •• ~ • • • • • • • • • • • 5 1! 
Value or land and buildings •••••••• • • • • • .. • • • • 5 ,! 
Cropland harvested •••••••••••••••.•••.•.•••••• 5,1, 
Cotton harvested •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.•• 

Corn harvested •••.•••••..•••••••••••.• , ••••••• 

Tobacco ·harvested •••••••••••• ,. •••••••••••••••• 

Rice harvested •••••••••••••••••. ,. •• • •••..•••••• 

Horses and/or n:rules ........................... . 
By ownership statue. , •••••••• , •••••••••••••• 
on plantations reporting tractors ••••••••••• 

Cattle ....................................... . 
By Ol'fllership status ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Value o.f farm products sold, traded, or used •• 

Value of crops and forest products sold ••••••• 

Value of livestock and livestock Irod.ucts sold 

Value of products used by farm. households •• , •• 

Tractors ••• •••• •••••. ••• •• • •• •• •• • •••• • ••• •·•• 
Tractor power furnished ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Age ot operator ••••••••••••••••••••••• • • •• • • • • 

Occupation ot operator ••••••••••••••••• a •••••• 

Residence of operator ••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 

Families employed on plantations •••••••••••••• 

Dwellings on plantations •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Credit and supplies i'llrnished· ••••••••••••••••• 

l!ortgaged plantations ••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••• 

Ta:xsa on plantations •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Work of! r...., ••.......•..•..•... •·· ...••.•.•.• 
Aut-biles ••••••••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Electricity in .farm dwelling ••••••••••••••••• • 

Telephone ••••••••••••••••••••••• ·•• •••• •••• • ·• 

Year ot Ocoupan.cy ................... , •••••••••• 

Rental agreelDBnts, •••••••••••• , ••••• , • •-• •••••• 
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X PLANT A liONS 
A plantation operator is the landlord, manager, or other 

person in charge of the working unit requiring a plantation 
schedule. Usually the operator of the home farm_is the planta­
tion operator. This was always assumed in the case or office­
determined plantations· if there was a.home farm. The number 
or plantation operators is identical with the number of 
plantations. 

Plantations reporting a particular item refers to the 
number of plantations for which the spe_cified i tern was re­
ported. For items such as age of operator, the difference be­
tween the number of all operators and those reporting age is a 
measure of the extent to which this item was underreported, 
For items not necessarily requiring an answer for every planta­
tion, the difference between the total number or plantations 
and those reporting the item includes those for which no in­
formation concerning the item was obtained as well as those 
not having the particular item. 

Color of operator.-Farm operators are classified as "white" 
and "nonwhite.• White includes Mexicans and nonwhite includes 
Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite 
races. 

Tenure or operator.--Plantation and farm operators are 
classified according to the tenure under which they operate 
their plantations or farms. 

Full owners own all the land they operate. 
Part owners own a part and rent from others the .rest 

of the land they operate. 
Managers operate farms for others and receive wages or 

salaries for their services. Persons acting merely as 
caretakers or hired as laborers are not classified as 
managers. 
~ operate hired or .rented land only.· 

~tenants pay .a cash rental, such as $4.50 per 
acre for the cropland or $500 for the use of the whole 
farm. 

Share-cash tenants pay a part of their rental in cash 
and a part as a share of crops or livestock production. 

Share tenants pay a share only of either the crops or 
livestock production or both. 

Croppers have been defined as share tenants to whom 
their landlords furnish all of the work animals or tractor 
power in lieu of work animals. Tenants whose work power 
was furnished and who paid a part of their rental in 
cash and a part as a share of the cash crop were included 
with croppers. For the plantation as a whole and for 
the home farm, croppers are not shown separately but are 
included with share tenants. 

Other tenants include those whose rental agreement was 
unspecified and those who did not fall definitely into 
one of the other subclasses. 

Tenants owning and operating additional land.--A few 
of the tenants on plantations· also owned land which they 
operated in conjunction- with that rented from the planta­
tion owner or operator. All of the land, including both 
the owned and rented portions, was reported on the Farm 
and Ranch Schedules. Only the rented portion, or that 
representing a part of the plantation, was included in the 
plantation report. 
Land in plantations includes all land owned or rented by 

the plantation operator (or by his employer if he is a hired 
manager) which he handles as one operating unit. It may include 
considerable areas of land not actually under cultivation and 
some land not even used for pasture or grazing but such land 
must have been under the control of the plantation operator 
and considered a part of his plantation. It includes land 
assigned to croppers or other tenants if their operations are 
a part of the operating unit but excludes land rented to others 
and operated independently. 
¥ 9!•7 

Land in farms includes all the land owned or rented by the 
farm operator, excluding any rented to or assigned to others. 
The home farm in the plantation consists of all the land not 
allotted to croppers or other tenants. It includes all land 
operated by wage hands, all wasteland, woodland, and any other 
land not assigned to croppers or other tenants. Each cropper 
or other tenant farm consists of the land assigned him. It 
may con3ist only of cropland or it may also include pasture 
land, woodland, or wasteland assigned or allocated to him. 

Cropland harvested is the land from which cultivated crops 
were harvested, land from Which hay was cut, and land in or­
chards in 1939, It does not include land on which all crops 
were a complete failure, land used only for soil-improvement 
crops, or cropland used only for pasture. 

Value of land and buildings.--The market value of the real 
estate represented,· The enumerator was asked to obtain rrom 
the operator his estimate of the current market value of the 
farm he was operating. Thus, ror owner-operated land the 
value represents the owner's appraisal and, for tenant-operated 
land, the tenant's appraisal. 

Specified crops.--In the plantation study, data for spe­
cific crops were limited to the acres and bales of cotton and 
to the acres of corn, tobacco, and rice harvested in 1939 •. 
The difference between the sum of the acres of these specified 
crops and the total acres of cropland harvested represents the 
approximate acreage 1n other crops. 

Specified livestock.--Only the numbers or mules, horses, 
and cattle were tabulated for plantati~ns. The mules, hbrses, 
and cattle were to be fully accounted for whether owned by the 
plantation operator or not and whe.ther kept on the home farm; 
on cropper or other tenant·rarms, on open range, or. in town 
barn lots. or the totals reported the operator was asked to 
give the numbers owned by him. This inquiry on ownership of 
the livestock appeared at the bottom of the schedule and was 
overlooked by many of the enumerators. Consequently, the 
figures shown . on ownership of 11 vestock are restricted to 
those plantations for which this inquiry was answered. 

Tractors.--The Plantation Schedule asked for the number or 
tractors on the plantation which were owned by the plantation 
operator and the number ·owned by tenants. In addi t1on, the 
plantation operator was asked to indicate for. each cropper and 
other ·tenant whether he furnished any tractor power. Some 
plantations furnishing tractor power reported no tractors 
indicating _that tractors may have been hired for this purpose. 

Value of products.--The Farm and Ranch Schedule included 
ten inquiries relating to the value of the farm products which 
were sold, traded, or used by the farm households. These in­
quiries in the order of their appearance on the schedules were 
as follows: 

Value of all dairy products sold or tr'i'ded in 1939-milk, cream, 
butter, cheese, etc. 

Value of all livestock sold or traded in 1939, except poultry, 
bees, and fur animals. 

Value of all poultry, eggs, baby·ohicks, poults, etc., sold or 
traded in 1939. 

Value of wool, mohair, meat, bides, etc .. ; bees, honey, wax, and 
fur animals and pelts sold or traded in 1939. 

Value of the orops reported under questi'ons 87-142 (including 
·landlord's share) whioh were or are to be sold or traded, 
Vegetables harvested in 1939 for sale (not for home use) r 
Include vegetables sold to canneries. 

Horticultural speoialtiesr Sales in 1939. 
Value of all frul. ts and nuts, including snall fruits, ·produced 
in 1939 (1939-40 season for citrus) that were or are to be 
sold or traded. 

Value (estimated) of products of this tarm in 1939 that were used 
by your fanily and by all households on this f!Ulll (meat, milk, 
poultry, eggs, honey, vegetables, fruits, firewood,fllelwood,eto.). 

Value of forest products sold in 1939r Inolud:e firewood, tual 
wood, standing timber, sawlogs, veneer logs, pulpwood, mine 
props, tanbark, charcoal, fence posts, railroad ties, poles 
and piling, turpentine, resin, nlaple sirup and sugar, etc. 



PLANTATIONS XI 
In this report f.1gures are shown separately tor only one or the 
above-ment1onea value-of:-product items, that is, the value o!_ 
proaucts used by the farm households. The items sold are shown 
as two totals: one representing crops ana forest proaucts sold 
and the other, livestocK and livestock products sold, including 
poultry. 

A summation of the val~e of products reported !or each 
farm .comprising a plantation provided value-of-pr.oauct infor­
mation for -the plantation as a whole and parmi tted the classi­
fication of plantations on the basis of their total income. 

Both the home farm and the cropper and other tenant farms 
are classified on the basis o! the value of products or the 
land comprising the particular farms. Thus, the reports tor 
the cropper and other tenant farms were to include the land­
lord's share, whereas the reports for the home !arm were to 
exclude the sales of products of cropper or other tenant 
farms. They are also classified according to their major 
source o! income. The basis of this classification was the 
highest of the ten value-at-product entries, Three major 
source groups are shown as follows: (1) Farms with major 
source o! income !rom field crops, such as cotton, corn, to­
bacco, rice, etc.; (2) farms with major source of income rep­
resented by value of products used by farm nouseholds; and 
(3) farms with major source of income from any one of the fol­
lowing groups: dairy products,· livestock, poultry, livestock 
products, vegetables, fruits and nuts, horticultural special­
ties, or forest products. This third group also includes 
farms having no farm products sold, traded, or used. 

In using these income figures, it should be kept in mind 
that they represent the values reported for each farm. There­
fore, they may not always be entirely in agreement with the 
crop and livestock information reported on the Plantation 
Schedule. It should also be pointed out that for tenants who 
owne~ and operated additional land the income includes prod­
ucts from the other land which was not a part of the planta­
tion, The other items shown for this subtenant group, such as 
land, crops, ancr livestock, relate only to that portion of 
their operations which is a part of the plantation. This group 
represents a very minor portion of the farms in plantations. 
The inclusion of this income from nonplantation farm lands 
affects the t.otal value of products of plantations by only a 
fraction of one percent. 

Families employed.--The Plantation Schedule called for the 
n\l]llber of cropper, other tenant, and wage-hand families, re­
spectively, regularly employed in 1939. Comparison of the 
number of cropper an~ other tenant families reported as em­
ployed in 1939 with the number of croppers and other tenants 
listed for 1940 indicates that the term "cropper," as inter­
preted by plantation operators, was not in agreement with the 
definition of this term as used by the Census. It is recognized 
that there may have been a considerable change in the relative 
numbers of croppers and of tenants from 1939 to 1940, 

Dwellings.--The number of occupied and unoccupied awellings 
on ·plantations referred only to cropper, tenant, and wage-hand 
dwellings. 

Credit and supplies furnished.--To provide an indication 
of the extent ana nature of the credit and supplies advanced 
by the plantation operator to the families he employees, the 
Plantation Schedule asked for the amount Of cash advances, the 
value of fertilizer advanced for cropper and tenant account, 
and the value of groceries and all other supplies advanced. 
The schedule also asked for the number of cropper, other tenant, 
and wage-hand families which were furnished credit or supplies. 

Mortgage debt.--These questtons were asked only of those 
Plantation operators who owned either all or part of the land 
in the plantation. They related only to the. land owned by the 
Plantation operator. No mortgage information was obtained for 
the rented land in plantations or for managed plantations as 
tenants or managers could not be expected to know whether or 
¥'fifO"/ 

not the plantation was mortgaged or the amount of the debt. 
Mortgage data for part-owner operated plantations refer only 
to the owned portion. Since not all the owned land in the 
plantation may have been covered by mortgage, the acreage 
mortgaged was obtained as well as the amount of debt. 

Taxes paid on the real estate and personal property of the 
Plantation·were likewise asked only or owner operators and 
were restricted to land and buildings and to livestock, ma­
chinery, etc., owned by the plantation operator. 

Rental agreements.--Croppers and other tenants on planta­
tions were further classified on the basis of their rental 
agreements. Account was taken or the specific shares. which 
they paid tor the cotton or other cash crops and for the corn, 
any cash payments, any fixed quantities of the crops produced, 
or other specified basis or payment. No account was taken of 
shares or other crops or or livestock or livestock products, 
or the varying contributions or items such as fertilizer, 
seeds, etc,, except as the furnishing or work power was the 
basis of the classification of croppers. Much of the varia­
tion in the shares of crops paid can be attributed to differ­
ences in the items or shares contributed by the landlord. 
However, the primary purpose of this classification was to 
determine the different patterns or rental agreement on planta­
tions, their geographic distribution, and their relative im­
portance rather ~han a detailed description or each pattern. 
In a few instances the shares shown as paid by the tenant may 
represent the tenant's rather than the landlord's share. The 
schedules asked for "your proportionate share of the crop,• 
referring to the landlord. 

Age of operator.--Plantation operators are classified by 
age into 6 groups: unaer 25 years, 25 to 34 years, 35 to 44 
years, 45 to 54 years, 55 to 64 years, and 65 years and over. 
An average age for those reporting is also shown. 

Occupation of operator.--Plantation operators are classi­
fied as to their principal occupation into two major groups: 
(lJ farmers and (2) nonfarmers. The nonfarmers were subdivided 
into (a) professional; (b) proprietors, managers, or officials; 
and (c) other nonfarmers. 

Residence of operator.--Plantation operators are classified 
as to residence into two groups: (1) on plantation operated 
and (2) not on plu.ntation operated. The question on the 
Plantation Schedule read: "Do you reside on aJ~rm most or 
the year?" Replies of "Yes• were assumed to indica~ ...J:t1_Si­
dence on the plantation. 

Work off farm.--Many plantation operators spend most or 
their time at nonfarm jobs and many croppers and other tenants 
also work for wages. The extent of such off-farm employment 
for the operators of home farms and of cropper and other 
tenant farms on plantations is shown by the number of opbra­
tors reporting and the number of days spent in 1939 at work 
for pay or income off the farm they operated. Separate fig­
ures are shown for those operators who reported only work on 
other farms. Nearly all the other operators working off their 
farms worked only at nonfarm jobs. Only 3,0 percent of all 
farm operators in the South who reported work off their farms 
in 1939 worked at both nonfar~ jobs and on other farms. 

Year of occupancy.--The home farms and the cropper and 
other tenant farms of plantations are classified according to 
the year the· operators first began operating their particular 
farms. Three groups are shown: (1) Those who reported occu­
pancy beginning in 1940 or 1939; (2) those reporting 1938, 
1937, or 1936; and (3) those reporting 1935 or earlier. 

Automobiles.--Information on automobiles is restricted to 
t~e number of farms reporting with separate figures for home 
farms and cropper and other tenant farms. 

Electricity.--The number of far-ms reporting electricity in 
the dwelling is also shown for home farms and for cropper and 
other tenant farms in plantations. 

Telephones are likewise shown for home farms and for tenant 
farms. 



XII PLANTATIONS 

LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA 

A few of the .limitations were discussed briefly in the 
section headed "Definitions and Explanations." 

In using the data presented in this report it should be 
kept in mind that the totals do not represent all plantations 
as defined for th~ 1940 Census. The office-determined planta­
tions do not include all plantations which were not. enumerated. 
The Farm and Ranch Schedules for.rarms with the same landlord 
were not a:lways enumerated in consecutive order. Consequently, 
it was not always noted in the office processing that a Planta­
tion Schedule was req~ired, For a few counties, the landlords 
were listed and their names arranged alphabetically. From 
this 11mi ted check .it appeared that a considerable number of 

Plantation Schedules were not prepared 1n the Office when they 
should have been prepared 1n accordance with the criteria es­
tablished. This check was not sufficient to provide an esti­
mate or the number or plantations tor which schedules were not 
prepared. 

Some or the figures represent totals for all areas desig­
nated for the enumeration ot plantations, while most of the 
data are restricted to the areas selected for special study. 
Because a part or the information which referred to the planta­
tion as a whole ·cou+d not be obtained from the ind1v-1dual Farm 

·and Ranch Schedules,· some of the statistics are limited to the 
plantations which were enUmerated. These various groups are 
shown in such manner £S to provide a tie-in of one table. with 
another as indicated in the accompanying chart. 

TIE-IN OF THE FIGURES PRESENTED IN VARIOUS TABLES 

Group 

Area designated tor enWD9rationt 
Group A plantations (B + C) .................................................... . 

Group B plantations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ........... , ~ •••••••• , •••••••• , • 
Group C plantations ........................ · .................................. . 

Area selectad for epscial studyo 
Group A plantations (B + C) .................................................. . 

Reporting tobacco •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 
Reporting rice ••••••••• • .................................................... .. 

Group B plantatio1111 .......................................................... . 
Reporting dwellings ................. _ ....................................... . 
Reporting families employed ............................................... .. 
Reporting ownerehip of livestock •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reporting tractors owned. by plantation operator •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •• 
All owner-opera.ted plantations, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

llortgaged plantations reporting amount ot debt ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Group C plantations .......................................................... . 

* Not available. 
1 The total number of mortgaged oWner-operated plantatiollll io ohoom in table 22. 

Planti.tions 
(number) 

24,199 
14,027 
10,172 

U,751 
S,ll!4 

161 

12,620 
9,424 

12,160 
8,821 
6,625 
9,268 
4,652 

9,251 . 

Total 
(number) 

265,264 
176,268 

88,996 

242,178 
24,949 
l,64S 

161,614 

~:l 
~=l (* 

80,664 

Farms· comprioilla 
plantatiCDII 

Cropper Uld other 
tenant t ..... 

(llllll!ber) 

241l,Me 
w,ms 

8!1,2'1& 

225,248 
22,8U 
1,&29 

1411,895 

~:l 

1:r 
7&,555 

Tables reterring to 
each specified group 

of plantations 

&,6 
6 
s 

e-e, 10-12, 26-28 
e 
e 
7, lll-15,17,19,29,50 
16 
17, 18 
20 
17, u 
·i~· 22, 24 
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(GROUP A, ENUMERATED PLUS OFFICE-DETERMINED) 
NUMBER, 1940 

TOTALS FOR SPECIFIED AREAS 
-AREAS DESIGNATED-FOR ENUMERATION 
1:1!!!!!!0 24,199 TOTAL Pt.ANTATIONS 

Including 
AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY 

[I] -21,751 TOTAL PLANTATIONS 

OEPAIITIENT Of ca.M:RCE 

I DOT•IO PLANTATIONS 
(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 



PLANTATIONS 

ENUMERATED PLANTATIONS (GROUP 8) 
NUMBER, 1940 

TOTALS FOR S~ECIFIED AREAS 
1R11i!1 AREAS DESIGNATEii.fO~ ENUMERATION 
~ 14,027 ENUMERATED PLANTATIONS 

lnciOdlng 
AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY 

r~:.::.;·::l-12,520 ENU.MERAlED PLANTATIONS 
llEPARTMENT f:l' ca.M:RCE , 

I DOT • 10 ENUMERATED PLANTATIONS 
(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

OFFICE-DETERMINED PLANTATIONS (GROUP C) 

TOTALS FOR SPECIFIED AREAS 
~AREAS DESIGNAT!D FOR ENUMERATION 

· c:.:!!:!:tJ 10,172 OFFICE DETERMINED PLANTATIONS 
' lncludlnq 

AREAS SELECTED FOR SPECIAL STUDY 

[::;~~:~!;! - 9.231 OFFICE DET!RMINED PlANTATIONs 
DEFMlNENT 1;1' ta.MI\CE 

NUMBER, 1940 

I DOT • 10 OFFICE DETERMINED 
PLANTATIONS 

(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 
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XIV PLANTATIONS 
!.!a.'1Y of the figures shown for each designated group of 

plantations represent a minimum for those particular planta­
tions. Some enumerators failed to report all the items which 
were applicable. The possible extent of such incompleteness 
is not known. 

There are varying degrees of management exercised by land­
lords over their tenants in respect to cropping systems and 
farming operations. Thus, some Plantation Schedules, as pre­
pared either in the enumeration or editing process, may include 
no dependent tenants, that is, no closely supervised croppers 
or other tenants; other schedules may include independent 
tenants along with dependent tenants. It is probable that the 
schedules which were constructed in the office include a 
higher proportion of tenants who occupy approximately as inde­
pendent a position a~ tenant farmers in other parts of the 
country than the enumerated schedules. It will be noted that 
the proportion of tenants other than croppers is much higher 
for the Group C plantations than for the Group B plantations. 
In the more important plantation areas relatively few office­
constructed schedules were requl.red; for the less important 
plantation areas the office-constructed schedules far exceed 
those enumerated. 

The· lnformation presented for the home farm and for the 
cropper and other tenant farms refers to the land assigned in 
1940, In".general, the crops harvested and the value of prod­
ucts on the cropper and other tenant farms represent cropper 
and other tenant operations and those reported on the home 
farm represent operations of the plantation operator performed 
either by his own labor or that of llis fam11y or wage hands. 
But, to the extent that there was a change in the land assigned 
in 1940 from that assigned in 1939, the figures fail to repre­
sent home farm and cropper or other tenant operations, re­
spectively. This accounts for a high proportion of the croppers 
and tenants who did not report cash crops harvested or, in 
some instances, any crops harvested in 1939, However, some 
croppers and tenants did not report crops harvested because of 
crop fa11ure. 

The home farm and cropper and other tenant figures may 
also be misleading to the extent that certain items relating 
to cropper and other tenant operations may have been included 
in the home farm report. If the work animals were kept on the 
home farm, they would not appear for each cropper and other 
tenant. If the croppers and other tenants used pasture and 
woodland not specifically assigned them individually, such 
land would generally be reported on th~ home farm and would 
appear for the croppers and other tenants only if the enumera­
tor made an ·arbitrary allocation of such land. 

Despite these limitations it is believed that the statis­
tics presented will be found very helpful to students and 
others interested in Southern agriculture. The totals shown 
should always be considered as minima, but the statistics re­
lating to the characteristics of plantations and of farms com­
prising plantations would not be greatly affected by a more 
inclusive enumeration or tabulation. 

PLANTATIONS AS OPERATING UNITS 

The characteristics and organization of planta~ions as op­
erating units are shown in tables 8 to 24, inclusive. In this 
series of tables it should be noted that tables 8 through 12 
include both enumerated and office-determined plantations, 
while tables 13 through 24 include only enumerated plantations. 
To provide a tie-in of these two series, table 13 presents 
identical information for entunerated plantations (Group B) as 
is shown for enumerated plus office-determined plantations 
(Group A} in table 8. 

Plantations are associated with the production or cash 
crops particularly those requiring large amounts of hand labor. 
Most of the plantations are engaged in the production of 

cotton as their principal cash crop, They accounted for ap­
proximately two-fifths of the total cotton production 1n the 
United States in 1939. Tobacco is also an important crop on 
these operating units, but plantations accounted for less than 
10 percent of the tpbacco acreage. Most of the plantations 
growing tobacco also grow cotton. Rice, sugarcane, and peanuts 
are other important cash crops on.plantations. To permit sep­
arate consideration o!.plantations differing aa to the cash 
crop, data are shown separately for tobacco and rice planta­
tions. No information on peanuts and sugarcane was included 
in the plantation tabulations; therefore, separate data could 
not be shown for such plantations. Sugarcane for sugar is 
produced almost entirely with wage labor, hence it is not of 
importance on plantations as defined in this study. Separate 
figures are not shown for cotton plantations as the total 
figures for all plantations include relatively few plantations 
not growing cotton. 

A number of plantation operators are using tractors to re~ 
place or supplement their horses and mules as a source of 
power. Since the use of tractor power greatly influences the 
organization of plantations, separate figures . for plantations 
with tractors are presented in table 21. The extent that 
tractor power is being furnished to croppers and other tenants 
is shown in table 10. 

In addition to presenting information such as is presented 
by the Census for operat1~ units in other parts of the countr,y, 
the data include information unique, or of particular impor­
tance only, to the plantation type of organization. Thus, the 
data include the number and kind of tenants, and the number of 
plantations with horne farms. The total land, the value of 
land and buildings, the cropland harvested, and the acreage of 
specified crops are classified to show separately the portions 
represented in the home farm and the tenant operations, re­
spectively. Information is given concerning the advances made 
to croppers and other tenants and to wage-hand families, and 
concerning livestock owned by the croppers and tenants. The 
classifications of plantations include one by number of fami­
lies employed· and another by the class of families employed. 

In considering characteristics of plantation operators, 
such as are presented in table 14, attention should also be 
given to characteristics of operators of horne farms of planta­
tions and to specified facilities which are included in 
table 26. 

FARMS. REPRESENTED IN PLANTATIONS 

In presenting statistics for the farms · which make up 
plantations, the home farms are shown separately from the 
tenant farms. Data for cropper farms are also shown separate­
ly from those for other tenant farms. some may not wish to 
consider these other tenants as components of the operating 
unit. The tabulations show that the farms of these other 
tenants closely resemble those of croppers. However, the farms 
of other tenants tend to be somewhat larger and somewhat more 
diversified. There is very little difference in the per-farm 
valu~ of products. The classifications by size of farm and by 
value of products indicate that both groups of tenants include 
a few with rather large scale operations. 

It should be remembered that the value-of-farm-product 
figures for the other tenant farms include, for those tew 
tenants who owned and operated additional land, the value of 
the farm products from this other land. In table 26 the value­
of-product figures for tenants owning and operating additional 
land relate to all the land they operated and are not rest:i-icted 
to plantation lands, The value-of-product figures for this 
group of tenants should not be related to the crop or live­
stock figures shown in this same table for these tenants. The 
crop and livestock figures relate only to that portion of the 
operated land which is a part of the plan.tation. 



PLANTATIONS XV 
PLANTATIONS CONSIDERED AS FARMS 

Some cr1t1cs of Census statistics point out that the treat­
ment or .each cropper .or tenant operation on plantations as a 

. separate !arm does not provide data comparablB'Wlth those shown 
tor other parts or the·country. They contend that each planta­
tion should be considered a !arm. In table 31 is shown, by 

·size ot operation and by·value or products, the e'tfect on the 
.numtier or farms if plantations had been considered as .farms. 
In deriving these figures the totals for !arms represented in 
plantati.ons (see tables 27 and 28) were subtracted from totals 
for ail farms in each classification for a given area and to 
this difference .was added the. figures for plantat'lons similar­
ly classified (see taliles 11 and 12). 

By similar computations it is possible to make further 
analyses of this nature from the figures presented in this· re­
port and the data for farms presented in pre~ously published 
reports of the 1940 Census. Thus, for each {tern for which sta­
tistics are shown for all farms, !or plantations as a whole, 
and for farms represented tn plantations it is possible to 
show figures on th~ operating unit level. Data for some of 
these items coula be shown by counties; aata for others could 
be shown only on a State. level. 

Subtracting the ttgures tor farms represented in pla!l.tattons 
from the corresponding figures for all farms gives statistics 
for single-unit !arms. It is possible to compare the character­
istics o"' single-unit !arms w~.th those of plantations as op­
erating units and with those ot tarms comprising plantations. 


