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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1943.

SIR:

I transmit herewith the Sixteenth Census volume on Agriculture for the Territories and Possessions of the United States.
Separate reports were prepared for the Territorles of Alaska and Hawall; and for the following Possessions: Guam, American
Samoa,, Pqert'd Rico, and the Virgin Islands of the United States. These. separate reports are bound together to make up this
volume. ’

- Provision for the 1940 Census of Agriculture in the Territories and Possessions was made in the Act providing for the
Fifteenth Decenntal Census which was approved on June 18, 1929. In compliance with Section 1 of the Act, census of Guam,
-American Samoa, ar;d the Virgin Islands of the United States were taken by the Qovernors of the respective areas in accordance
with plans prescribed by the Director of the Census. The census of each of the Territories of Alaska and Hawall was taken by
a local supervisor appointed upon the recommendation of the Governor. An official of the Bureau of the Census was designated
by the Director of the Census to supervise the census of ‘Puerto Rico.

. The census of agriculture for the Territories and Possessions, except Alaska, related to April 1, 1940, with production of
livestock and crops reported for 1939. October 1, 1939 was fixed as the enumeration date in Alaska, with production reports
related to a 12-month perlod ending on that date.

The comfp‘i‘lé.tlon of the statistics 'a.nd the preparation of this volume were under the supervision of Z. R. Pettet, Chief
Statisticlan for Agriculture, with the assistance of Sherman S, Slick, Assistant Chlef Statistician, Warder B. Jenkins, Chief
-of Technlcal Staff, and Ray Hurley, Principal Statistlician in Charge of Analysis. :

Respectfully,

J. C. CAPT,
Director of the Census
Hon. JESSE H. JONES

Secretary of Commerce
. v 111



SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1940

Reports on Agricul ture, Irrigation, and Drainage

Volume I.—Statistics by Countles for Farms and Farm Property, with Related Information for Farms and Farm Operators;
Livestock and Livestock Products; and Crops (six parts).

Part l.—New England, Middle Atlantic, and ., Part 4.—East South Central States
East North Central States 5.—West South Central States
© 2.—~West North Central States 6.~—Mountain and Paclific States

3.—8outh Atlantic States

Volume II.—Statistlcs by Counties for Value of Farm Products, Farms Classified by Major Source of Income, and Farms
Classified by Total Value of Products (three parts).

Part l.-~Northern States Part. 2.—Southern States Part 3.—Western States

Volume III.—-General Report-—-Statistics by Subjects for the United States, Geographip Divisipns, and States (one volume).

Chapter I.—Farms and Farm Property Chapter VI.—Cooperation, Labor, Expenditures,
IT1.—Size of Farms R Machinery, Facilitlies, and
III.—Color, Tenure, and Race of Resldence
Farm Operators VII.—~Livestock and Livestock Products
IV.—Farm Mortgages and Farm VIII.-~Fleld Crops and Vegetables
Taxes IX.—Friits and Nuts, and
V.—Work orf Farm, Age, and Horticultural Speclaltles
Years on Farm X.—Value of Farm Products

United States Summary Bulletins.—Statistics for the United States, Geographic Divisions, and States in condensed form "
as follows: N

First Series Summary-—Number of Farms, Uses of Land, Values, Principal Classes of Livestock and Livestock Prod-
ucts; and Specitied Crops Harvested.

Second Serles Summary—Farm Mortgages, Taxes, Labor, Expenditures, and Miscellaneous Farm Information; Goats
and Mohair; and Fruits, Vegetables, and Minor Crops.

Third Series Summary—Value of Farm Products, Farms Classified by Major Source of Income, and Farms Classified
by Total Value of Products.

Special Poultry Report.—Statistics by Geographlic Divisions and States for Poultry of All Kinds on Hand and Ralsed; by
Counties for Chickens and Chicken Egg Production by, Number of Chickens on Hand;and by Counties
for Farms Reporting Chickens and Turkeys Raised by Numbers Raised (one volume).

Cows Milked and Dairy Products.—Number of Cows Milked, Milk Produced, Dispos}tion of Dairy Products, and Number of Cows
Kept Mainly for Milk Production, Classified by Number of Cows Millked, by Counties;
with Related Data for Other Classes of Livestock and Livestock Products for the States
and also for the United States (one volume).

Territories and Possessions.—Farms and Farm Property, Livestock and Livestock Products, and Crops (one volume).
(Separate, agricultural bulletins are available for Hawail and Puerto Rico.)

Territories: Possesslions:
Alaska American Samoa Puerto Rico
Hawall Guam Virgin Islands of the United States

Irrigation of Agricultural Lands.—Statistics by Drainage Basins and by Counties for 20 irrigation States and a Summary
for the United States (one volume).

Twenty Separate State Maps Showing Irrigation by Drainage Basins.
A Separate Composite Map Shawing Irrigation by Drainage Basins.
Drainage of Agricultural Lands.—Statistlcs for 38 Drainaée~states with County Data for 36 States and a Summary for the
United States (one volume). ' .

A Separate Map of the United States Showing Location of Land in Drainage Enterprises for 38 States.
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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940

INTRODUCTION

This volume presents statistics on agriculture for the
United States Territories of Alaska and Hawail and for its is-
land possessions of Guam, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, and the
Virgin Islands of the United States. The most recent data' for
these areas were collected under the same authority which pro-
vided for the Sixteenth Decennial Census of the continental
United States which was taken in 1940.° The separate reports
which were prepared for each of the areas are bound together
to comprise this volume. The statistics on agriculture for
the continental 'nited States and 1ts political subdivisions
are published in other volumes described on page IV.

Because of the varyinz units of land measurements and the
extremely dissimilar types of agriculture—1. e., in regard to
vegetation and animals—no consolidation of the numerical in-
formation has been attempted, among these scattered areas, ex-
cept in the brief summary table contained in this introduction.
Comparative data, when available from earlier censuses of agri-
culture, are presented for each area in its respective section
of this volume. These censuses of agriculture were taken in
conjunction with the censuses of population which are the
sources given herein for the number of inhabitants.

A census of agrilculture has not been taken in the Panama
Canal Zone since the United States acquired soverelignty over
the area under the terms of the treaty with the Republic of
Panama signed November 18, 1903. 1In the Annual Report of the
Governor of the Panama Canal for the fiscal year ended June 30,
1940, the following statement appears for revenues for the
fiscal year 1939 from rentals of agricultural lands:

Rentals of agriculture land in the Canal Zone totaled $10,460,
as compared with $10,668 for the preceding year. At the close
of the fiscal year 1,000 licenses were in effect, covering
1,990 hectares of agricultural land within the Canal Zone.
This is a reduction of 78 in the number of licenses under the
previous fiscal year and a reduction in the area held under
licenses of 1413 hectares. This reduction is largely the re-
sult of the policy adopted in May 1935, providing that as a
health measure no more licenses for agricultural land would
be issued and that holdings under licenses previously granted
cannot be sold or transferred.

In the same report, 1t Is indicated that 59.64 square miles
of the Canal Zone area was used for cattle pastures and 0.57
of a square mile was under lease for commercial farms.

Two other excerpts from that report read, as follows:

The operation of the Mindi Dairy continued as in previous
years. Milk production for the year totaled 445,856 gallons,
as compared to 417,947 gallons in the preceding year, an in-
crease of 27,709 gallons. PFresh milk was supplied the Army
and Navy units stationed on the Isthmus in addition to employ-
ees and units of the Canal and Railroad organizations. Build-
ings and pastures were maintained in good condition by the
* dairy operating force.

The Canal Zone plant introduction gardens and experimental
station were established in June 1923. The gardens which in-~
eclude greenhouses, nurseries, and experimental plantings, em-
brace approximately 125 mcres of land, and are devoted to the
propagation and oultivation of & wide variety of useful and
ornamental plants from all parts of the world, primerily for
the purpose of determining their adaptability and value under
local soil and climatic conditions for the general propsga-
tion on the Isthmus.

Originelly the experiment gardens were supported by rents
from the agricultural 1land leases. However, due to a policy
of graduelly eliminating such leases in the interest of health
and sanitation, the income from that source has materially
decreased i,

In 1920, 1930, and 1940 the population of the Canal Zone
was enumerated in conjunction with the regular decennial cen-
suses of the United States, the field work being done under
the supervision of the Governor in accordance with plans pre-
scribed by the Director of the Census.®

The Act providing for the Fifteenth Decennial Census did
not authorize an enumeration to be made in the Philippine Is-
lands. The Commonwealth of the Philippines, however, took an
agricultural census as of January 1, 1939, along with a count
of the population. The agricultural reports for that year were
rublished in Fhilippine Census volumes II, Report by Provinces
and III, General Reports, Census of Population and Agriculture,
the rirst of these two volumes belng a presentation of the
data by provinces and the second being a summary by subjects.
This census was taken and the results compiled for publication
in accordance with plans developed by and under the supervision
of an expert of the United States Bureau of the Census who had
been employed for that purpose by the Fhilippine Government.

Several of the component reports comprising this volume
present some Information in regard to the acquisition of the
areas, the governments, and the people. To bring each terri-
tory or 1sland possession 1nto perspective, a short résumé
follows:

Alaska.—This Territory was acquired through purchase by
the United States from Russia on March 30, 1867, but not organ-
1zed until 1884 when 1t became a "District" governed by the
laws of the State of Qregon. By Act of Congress approved Au-
gust 24, 1912, Alaska became a Territory. The Territory lis

represented 1in The Congress by one Delegate, elected blemnnl-
ally, who sits in the House of Representatives, but has no
vote. The Governor is appointed for four years by the Presi-

dent of the United States.

Hawaii.—The Hawalian Islands celebrated in August 1928,
the 150th anniversary of their discovery by Captaln James Cook,
the English navigator. In 1894, a Republic was proclalmed and,
in accordance with the request of the people of Hawall ex-
pressed through the Legislature of the Republic and a resolu-
tion of the United States Congress on July 6, 1898 (signed
{uly 7 by President McKinley), the Islands were on August 12,
1898, formally annexed to the United States. On June 14, 1900,
they were constituted as the Territory of Hawali. The Terri-
tory 1s represented In Congress by a Delegate elected bilenni-
ally to the House of Representatives but he-has no vote. The
Governor is appointed for four years by the President of the
United States, '

Guam.—The Island of Guam is ruled by a Governor-Comman-
dant, a naval officer appointed by the President of the United
States. In him are combined the functlons of the executive,
legislative, and judicial powers of the government.

Panama Canal Zone.-—By the Treaty of November 18, 1903,
Panama granted to the United States in perpetuity the use, oc-
cupation, and control of a zone (Canal Zone) five miles wide
on each side of the canal route and, within this zone, the ex~
clusive right to exercise sovereign power and authority. For
the needs of the Panama Canal other territory was granted, Iin-
cluding certain {slands in Panama Bay. The Canal Zone is under
the authority of a Governor, appointed by the President of the
United States. This area has no legislative body.

Philippine Islands.-—These Islands, ceded by Spaln to
the United States by the treaty of peace concluded on April 11,
1899, form the largest .island group of the Malay Archipelago.
The Commonwealth of the Philippines 1s governed by a dual in-
strument drafted under the Tydings-McDufftie Act signed by the
President of the United States on March 24, 1934, and accepted

1 The status for the areas given herein, except Alaska, is that of April 1, 1940, the date of the Sixteenth Decennial Census in the United States. The Census of'uaska

was taken as of October 1, 1939.

2The Act providing for the Fifteenth Decennial Census of the United States, approved June 18, 1928, read in part, as follows: "That a census of population, agricul-

ture, irrigation, drainage, distribution, unesployment, and mines shall be taken by the Director of the Census in the year 1930 and every ten yearas thereafter.
sus berein provided for shall include each State, the Diatrict of Columbia, Alaska, Hewaii, and Porto Rico.

The can-

A census of Guam, Samoa, and the Virgin Islands shall be

taken in the same year by the respective governors of said islands and a census of the Panama Canal Zone by the Governor of the Canal Zone, all in accordance with plans

prescribed or approved by the Director of the Census.”

34 census of population was teken as of February 1, 1912, by the Department of Civil Administration of the Isthmian Canal Comaission with the aiti of two experts from
the Bureau of the Census. The report of the Isthmian Canal Commission for thet year indicates that a previous census of population had been taksn as of June 23, 1908,

2



CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1940 3

by the Philippine Legislature on May 1, 1934. That dual in-
strument consists of, firstly, a permanent Constitution drafted
by a Filipino Constitutional Convention, and secondly an Ordi-
nance governing the relations between the United States and
the Commonwealth for a pericd of 10 years from November 15,
1935. When the Ordinance lapses (on July 4, 1946), the Common-
wealth automatically takes over full sovereignty and becomes
"The Republic of the Philippines."™ The Ordinance reserves to
the United States some control over measures relating to na-
tional debt, foreign loans, currency, colnage, lmports, exports,
foreign relations, immigration, proposed amendments to the Con-
stitution, as. well as natlonal defense. The Commonwealth 1s
represented, without vote however, in the House of Represent-
atives of the United States by a Reslident Commissioner ap-
pointed by the President of the Commonwealth.

Puerto Rico.—Puerto Rico was ceded by Spain to the
United States by the treaty of December 10, 1898 (ratified
April 11, 1899). The name was changed from Porto Rico to Puerto
Rico by an Act of Congress approved May 17, 1932. The execu-
tive power resides in a Governor appointed by the President of
the United States. Puerto Rico is represented In The Congress
67 the Unlted States by a Resident Commissioner elected by the
people for a term of four years. This Commissioner, however,
has no vote. While Puerto Rico has not the status of a terri-
tory, 1ts form of goverrment 1s similar to that of Alaska and
Hawall, .

American Samoa.—These Islands are administered by a
Governor-Coimandant much the same as Guam. Native customs (not
inconsistent with United States laws) are not changed without
the consent of the people.

Virgin Islands of the United States.—0On June 22, 1936,
the President of the United States approved an Act of Congress
to provide a Clvil Government for the Virgin Islands of the
United States, which is a new Organic Act of the Islands. This

Act provides that the executive power of the Virgin Islands of
the United States and the municlpalities thereof shall be fixed
in the Governor and exerciéed under the supervision of the
Secretary of the Interlor. The local 1leglslative powers are
vested in a municipal council of St. Thomas and St. John, and
in 2 municipal council of St. Croix. These Islands are not
represented by a delegate or commisslioner in the United States
House of Representatives. .

Other possessions.-—The five Equatorial Islands of Jar-
vis, Baker, Howland, Canton, and Enderbury are under the super-
vislon of the Secretary of the Interior. In order to maintain
soverelgnty of the Unlited States and also to obtain certain
metéorological data for possible future use Iin connection with
the development of air routes to the Antipodes, a small colony
of men has been established on each of the islands. These is-
lands have scarcely any vegetation and all are devoid of drink-
ing water and afford no means of subslstence. There are still
other scattered island possessions of the United States which
have 1little or no agricultural production.

Each of the separate reports which make up this volume
carries explanatory material necessary to understand the method
of enumeration and comparability of the data <for the several
censuses of the respective area. The Division of Territorial,
Insular, and Foreign Statistics of the Bureau of the Census
was responsible for the preparation of the Schedules, Instruc-
tions to enumerators, and for some preliminary publications.
These early agricultural releases were issued under this ar-
rangement for Alaska, Guam, Amerlican Samoa, and the Virgin Is-
lands of the United States. As a result of a reorganization,
the responsibility for publication of agricultural data for
the remaining territories and island possessions and for the
final publication of agricultural data for all these areas was
transferred to the Division of Agriculture of the Bureau of
the Census.

POPULATION, FARMS, FARM ACREAGE, AND VALUk OF SPECIFIED FARM PROPERTY, FOR CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, OUTLYING TERRITORIES,

AND SPECIFIED ISLAND POSSESSIONS: CENSUS OF 1940

OUTLYING TERRITORIES AND SPECIFIED ISIAND POSSESSIMNS
CONTINENTAL .
" RN UNITED STATES Territory of— Island possessions of-
Virgin Islands
Masia Bawait Guan Pusrto Rico | AZETiSD | l'ihe United
- Samoa
States
Total population—: umber 151,669,275 72,524 428,330 22,290 1,869,255 12,908 24,889
Approximats land area res 1,905,361,920 365,481,600 4,099,84 1203 22,255,684 19 64,480
Proportion in farms perceni 55.7 0.5 60.6 50.0 83.6 (@] 65.4
Farms Tunber: 6,096,799 623 4,995 42,529 55,519 1,038 828
L d -
ALl land in fams cres—| 1,060,852,374 1,775,752 2,485,648 64,899 21,885,874 ) 55,219
Average site of farms acres—| 174.0 2,850.3 487.6 25.7 234.0 ) 66.7
.. Value of farms (land and bulldirgs)———-------—-~-dollars—  33,641,738,726 3,841,045 112,788,201 2 173,863,273 [69] 2,398,546
Buildi — dollars--|  10,405,435,796 2,140,007 17,829,166 3 16,555,645 (&) 771,021
Value of implemente and machi dellars—| $,080,187,389 376,924 13,804,842 1 (&) 8,444,906 *) 112,754

3 gquare miles,

Acusrdas. (A cuerda is equivalent to 0.5712 acre.)
3Not available.

4 Xstablishments reporting agricultural activities.



