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VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD. TRADED. OR 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 

$7.813,644,567 
I DOT= $1,000,000 

(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

July I, 1930 

OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD, TRADED, OR USED BY OPERATOR'S FAMILY, 1929 

(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 
& 11,011, 329, 335 

I DOT- $1.000.000 
!OOUNTV UNIT BASIS! 

BUREAU OF THE 



AVERAGE VAL:UE PER FARM OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD. TRADED. OR USED 

DOLLARS 

c=:JuNDER 250 

D 250 TO 399 - 2,500 TO 3,999 

f: j400 TO 599 - 4,000 TO 5,999 

c:Jsoo TO 999 - 6,000 TO 9,999 

D 1,000 TO 1,499 -10,000 AND OVER 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS. 1939 
(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

UNITED STATES AVERAGE 

111,309 

AVERAGE VALUE, PER FARM, OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD, TRADED, 

OR USED BY OPERATOR'S FAMILY, 1929 

DOLLARS 

=~=] UNDER 760 

~.::_:_~·.:1 760 TO 1,000 

mnwn LOOO TO 1.200 

II:~ 1.200 TO 1,500 

~ 1,&00 TO 2,000 

~ 2.000 TO 3.000 

~ 3.000 TO 6.000 

DIDI 6,000 TO 7,600 

- 7.500 AND OVER U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UNITED STATES AVERAGE 
$ 1,835 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 



PERCENT 

D UNDER 10 

D 10 TO 19 

-20 TO 29 

VALUE OF UVESTOCK.SOLD OR TRADED AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL VALUE 
OF ALL FARM PRODUCTS SOLD. TRADED. OR USED BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS, 1939 

(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

PERCENT -30 TO 39 

IIIII 40 TO 49 

IIIII 50 AND OVER 
UNITED STATES AVERAGE 

22.6 PERCENT 
"'EXCLUDING POULTRY, BEES, AND FUR ANIMALS. Q 

L__~U-=5-~D~EP~A~RT~M~E~NT~O~F~C~OM=M~E~RC~E~----------------------------------------------------------------~~~~~~~~~~ 

PERCENT 

D UNDER 10 

D 10 TO 19 

W~A 20 TO 29 

*INCLUDING 

VALUE OF LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS* SOLD OR TRADED AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL VALUE 
OF ALL FARM PRODUCTS SOLD. TRADED. OR USED BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS, 1939 

PERCENT -30 TO 39 

11111 40 TO 49 

11111 5o AND OVER 
UNITED STATES AVERAGE 

22.8 PERCENT 

POULTRY, BEES, AND FUR ANIMALS 

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



OF CROPS SOLD OR TRADED AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL VALUE OF ALL FARM PRODUCTS 
SOLD, TRADED, OR USED BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS, 1939 

PERCENT PERCENT 

D UNDER 10 -40 TO 59 

D 10 TO 19 -60 TO 79 - 20 TO 39 -80 AND OVER 
UNITED STATES AVERAGE 

39.6 PERCENT 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE OF THE CENSUS @ · 

PERCENT 

D UNDER 10 

D 10 TO 19 - 20 TO 29 

VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS USED BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL VALUE 

OF ALL FARM PRODUCTS SOLD, TRADED, OR USED BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS.I939 

PERCENT - 30 TO 49 -50 TO 69 -70 ANDOVER 

(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

UNITED STATES AVERAGE 
14.5 PERCENT 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 



NUMBER OF FARMS. APRIL I. 1940 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 
6.096.799 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 
20.251 * MAJOR SOURCE OF INCOME, 1939, 

FROM WOOL, MOHAIR, MEAT, HIDES, ETC., 
AND BEES. HONEY, WAX, AND FUR ANIMAlS 
(MEPT IN CAPTIVITY) AHD PELTS SOUl OR TRAD£0 ICOUNTV•UNIT BASIS) 

VEGETABLE FARMS. 1939 * 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 
80.116 * MAJOR SOURCE OF INCOME, 19~9. FROM 

VEGETABLES HARVESTED FOR SALE (COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 
726,162 

* MA.IOR SOURCE OF lHCOME, 1939, FROM 
LIVESTOCK.(EX.CWOIHG·POULTRV, BEES, 

ANO f':JR"BEARING AMIMAJ.S) 501:.0 OR TRADED 

~NITEO STATES TOTAL 
2,186.986 * MAJOR SOU~ OF' INCOME, 19!9, FROM 

FIElD CROPS SOLO OA TRADED 

LIVESTOCK FARMS. 1939 

!COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 

FRUIT AND NUT. FARMS. 1939 * 

*·MAJOR SOURC£ Of IHCONE, 1939, FROM 
FRUITS AND NUTS SOt:O OR TRAOEO 

ICOUNTII·UNIT 'BASIS I 



~NITED STATES TOTAL 
1:942.729 * FARMS WITH FAAM PRODUCTS USED BY FARM 

HOIJS£HOL.DS AS MAJOR SOURC£ OF INCON[, \939 

~NI"IEm STATES TOTAL 
s 210,900.263 

* EXCLUDING IRISH AND SWEET POTATOES (COUNTY UNIT eA$1$) 

VEGETABLES HARVESTED FOR SALE * 

UNITEm STATES TOTAL 
s 200,015,969 

* EXCLUDING IRIStl AND SWEET POTATO£$ 

FOREST PRODUCTS FARMS. 1939 

UNITED SfATES TOTAL 
23.300 * IU.IOR SOURCE Of" INCOME, 1939, FROiol 

FOR:ESTPROOIJCTS SOLO 

1JSEtl BY FARM tiOUSEHOUIS. FARMS WITH 
HO INCOME IN 1939 ARE EXCLUOCO 

* GROSS FARM INCONE lm'RES£NTS VAUJE 
OF ALL FARM PRQIWCTS SOLO, TRADE(), 

OR USED BY FARM ·HOUSEHOLDS 

(COUNTY UNIT 9ASIS) 

(COUNTY UNIT BASIS) 



UNITED STATES TOTAL 
s 4.553.052.513 UNlTEQ STATES TOTAL 

s 3,547.482,358 {COUNTYONITSASIS) 

VALUE OF ALL CROPS SOLD OR TRADED, 1939 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 

8555.411.698 
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CHAPTER X.-VALUE 
This chapter presents all available information from the 

1940 Census of Agriculture relative to the value of farm prod
ucts. The nature of the value items included on the 1940 Cen
sus Farm and Ranch Schedule, the type of tabulations made, and 
the arrangement of the material in this chapter, all result 
from the growing demand for more comprehensive statistics re
lative to farm income for small geographic areas. 

The value statistics included in this chapter may be clas
sified broadly under two general heads, viz., "calculated val
ues,• and "enumerated values," The two series of figures serve 
basically different purposes and should not be confused. 

The calculated value statistics are presented in tables 
38, 39, and 40. The values in these tables, with certain ex
ceptions noted below, were secured by multiplying the reported 
figures on livestock inventories and crop and livest~ck pro
duction by unit prices. Such statistics represent, for the 
most part, total value,or what has sometimes been called "farm 
value." They do not approximate gross farm income, much less 
cash farm income, since no deductions have been made for the 
value of products used by farm households, for see~ for waste, 
or for the value of crops fed on the farm where produced, which 
latter is duplicated in the livestock income of that farm. On 
the other hand, the value of byproducts, except cottonseed, 
peanut hay, and redtop hay, is not included. Neither is the 
value of annual legumes grazed or hogged off, included in the 
calculated value of crops harvested. For livestock products 
the calculated values do not always fully represent the value 
of production. For example, the values for dairy products re
late, except in the case of butter churned, to quantities sold 
and not to the total production including milk used by farm 
households and milk taken by calves or otherwise fed on the 
farm. Again, the values for livestock butchered and livestock 
sold make no allowance for changes in inventory numbers. 

The enumerated value statistics are presented in tables 37, 
and 41 to 45, inclusive,and are here referred to as the •value 
of farm products sold, traded, or used by farm households.• 
These statistics were obtained by enumeration, and represent 
the totals of individual farm reports for the ten value of 
products questions on the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule. When 
the value of products used by farm households is included in 
the totals, as it has been in this chapter, these value sta
tistics may be used, with certain limitations noted below, as 
one approximate measure of gross farm income. 

The enumerated statistics relating to value of products 
sold, traded, or used by farm households were tabulated in 
three different ways: First, by geographic areas; second, by 
total value of products per farm; and third, by major source 
of income. The results of the first or geographic area tabu
lation are shown in table 41 which gives information on the 
number of farms reporting and the value for each of the prin
cipal products or group of products (source of income), with 
comparable figures from the 1930 census· insofar as they are 
available. The results or the tabulation by total value or 
products per !arm are shown in tables 42 and 45. For 1930, 
only the number of farms is available for each of the income 
size groups. Table 45 
ucts sold, traded, or 
size group, but also 
value for each of the 
size group. 

shows, not only the total value of prod
used by farm households for each income 
the number of farms reporting and the 
ten sources of income under each income 

Tables 3~43, and 44 present the results of the tabulation 
by major source of income. Here the farms are classified ac
cording to their major (single largest) source of income. The 
1930 figures by type of farm are, also, shown in tables 37 and 
43. A discussion of the differences in method of classifica
tion, 1940 and 1930, is given below under the heading "Major 
source of income and type of farm." 

For the 1930 census the statistics relating to value of 
livestock on !arms on the census date and value of crop and 
livestock production were published in volume II for Agricul-
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ture (parts 1, 2, and 3), entitled, Reports by States, with 
Statistics for Counties and a Summary for the United States. 
The 1930 Census figures on value of farm products sold, traded, 
or used by farm households were published in volume III for 
Agriculture (parts 1, 2, and 3), entitled, Type of Farm, Re
ports by State.s, with Statistics for Counties and a Summary 
for the United States. The 1930 volume III presertted type of 
farm tabulations by counties for farm land; value of specified 
farm property; rece1pts from boarders, lodgers, etc.; specified 
livestock and livestock products; specified farm expenditures; 
number of !arms by size; and number of farms by value of prod
ucts, in add1tion to the value of products figures shown for 
1930 in this chapter. 

GENERAL DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

A Farm.-The schedule form for 1940 was entitl~d "Farm and 
Ranch Schedule.• This title was followed by a subtitle "in
cluding special agricultural operations.• The following defi
nition appeared on each schedule: 

A f8.l"m, !or Census purposes, is all the land on wbieh some agricultural opera
tiona are performed by one person,either by his own labor alone or lf.l.th the aaeiet
ance of members of his household, or hired employees. The land operated by a part
nership is likewise considered a farm. A "farmn may consist of a •ingle tract of 
land, or a number of separate tracts, and the eeveral tracts lllq" be held under dif
ferent tenures, as when one tract is oeed by the farmer and another tract is rented 
by him. When a lando1mer has one or aore tenants, renters, croppers, or managere, 
the land operated by each ie considered a farm. Thus, on a plantation the land oper
ated by each cropper, renter, or tenant 8hould be reported as a separate farm, and 
the land operated by the oner or m.anager by means of wage hands ahouJ.d likewise be 
reported as a separate farm. 

Include dry-lot or barn dairies, nurseries, greenhouses, hatcheries, £'ur farms, 
mllshroom cellars, apiaries, cranberry bogs, etc. 

Exclude "fish farms," £ish hatcheries. "oyster raxm:s,a and ".frog farms." 
Do not repol't as a farm any tract of land of less than 3 acres, \Ulless its 

agricultural products in 1939 were valued at $250 or more.· 

In the enumerator's handbook the following instruction was 
given: 

The definition of a farm found on the face of the schedule m\Ult be caref'ully 
studied by the enumerator. Note that for tracts of land of 3 acres or more the 
$2.50 limitation for valUe of agricultural products does not app:Q-. Such tracts, 
however, must have had some agricultural operations performed in 1959, or contem
plated in 1940. A schedule must be prepared for each farm, ranch, or other estab
liabment which meets the requirements set up 1n the definition. A schedule must be 
filled out for all tracts of land on which some agricultural operations were per
formed in 1959, or are contemplated in 1940, which might possibly moot tho llliniJrnim 
requirements of a "farm.. a When in doubt, al-ways make out a schedule. 

Farming, or agricultu:ral operatione, consists of the production of crop1 or 
pl.an:t.s, vines, and trees (exeluding forestry operations) or o£ the keeping, graz
ing, or feeding o! livestock for aniJ&al products (including aet'Uil8), animal in
crease, or value enhancel88nt. Livestock, as here used, includes poultey of all 
kinds, rabbits, bees, and fur-bearing animals in captivity, in addition to mules, 
asses, burros, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and hogs. Frequently, certain opera
tions are not generally recognized as farming. This is especially true where no 
crops are gram. or where the establishments are not commonl:y' considered ae f8l'lll8. 

A partial list of types of specialized agriculture and of 
operations not generally recognized as farming but for which 
Farm and Ranch Schedules were required was provided. This 
list included such operations as apiaries (bee farms), feed 
lots, greenhouses, hatcheries, mushroom cellars, etc. 

Farm Operator.-A "!arm operator," according to the Cen
sus definition, is a person who operates a farm, either per
forming the labor himself or directly supervising it. For all 
practical purposes, the number of farm operators is identical 
with the number of farms. 

Farms Reporting.-The term "farms reporting,• as used in 
the tables, indicates the number of farms for which the speci
fied items shown in the particular table were reported. If 
there were 1,922 farms in a county and only 1,465 had dairy 
products sold or traded during 1939, and the enumeration of 
that item were complete, the number of farms reporting value of 
dairy products sold or traded for 1939 would be 1,465. 

Livestock and Livestock Products.-For convenience, the 
term "livestock" in the Census Reports is used to include not 
only domestic animals such as horses, mules, cattle, swine, 
sheep, and goats, but also fur-bearing animals kept in capti
vity, poultry, and bees. It follows, then, that the term "live
stock products" should include production from the above classes, 
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In the value tables there is one important exception to 
this general usage. In tables 37, 41, and 43 to 45 inclusive 
the term "1 ivestock sold or traded" ezoludes poultry, bees, 
and fur animals. 

In making comparisons between the various census years for 
any particular class of livestock shown in the accompanying 
tables,several points should be kept in mind,two of Which are: 

(1) It is characteristic tor some classes of livestock to 
change in numbers between years through rather definite c~s, 
i. e., from a low point to a high point and back again over a 
period of years. These cycles often follow price relation
ships. A census taken every 5 years might fall at different 
points of the cycle and thus interfere with the determination 
of longtime trends. Cyclical changes have an effect on the 
volume of production. 

(2) A variation in the months of enumeration seriously 
affects the comparability of the statistics for most kinds of 
livestock, again making it difficult to determine the trend 
in numbers between census periods. As noted in table 34, the 
1940 and 1930 censuses were taken as of April 1; the 1935, 
1925, and 1920 censuses as of JanuaTy 1; and the 1910 census 
as of April 15. In the period from January 1 to April 1 (or 
April 15) rapid changes are taking place in the n~ of each 
class of livestock due to decreases from rarm slaughter, deat~ 
and marketings during this three-month period and to increases 
due to births and purchases. The net effect or these influ
ences cannot be readily appraised. For the country as a whole, 
April 1 is in the midst ot the season when colts,calves,lambs, 
spring pigs, and other livestock are born. In some parts of 
the country, a census on that date would include many young 
animals; in other parts, it would include relatively rew of 
such animals; and in still other parts, varying proportions 
would be included. For this reason and because of the neces
sity of limiting the number of inquiries,those responsible for 
the 1940 census schedule thought it best that all recently-born 
animals should be excluded !rom the enumeration. 

A change of date from January 1 to April 1 may seriously 
affect comparability in enumeration of 111igratory sheep in the 
Western States. January 1 will usually find such sheep on the 
winter range but April 1 may find them in a different county or 
even a different State,en route to or on yhe spring-fall ~ 
The instructions to the enumerators were that sheep on open 
range be enumerated where the ranch headquarters are located. 

The inquiries for 1940 were so worded that, when consider
ing young animals and poultry, inclusions were made for horse 
and mule colts and calves over 3 months of age, pigs and kids 
(goat) over 4 months of age, lambs over 6 months of age, and 
poultry over 4 months of age, on the date of the census. Be
cause of the varying age groups included in the different cen
sus years, a tabulation appears as a part of this text presen
tation showing to'what age groups the numerical data refer. 

In theory, a change in the date of the enumeration should 
have little effect on the volume of production reported for 
the previous· calendar year. However, experience indicates 
that, when accurate records of production are not kept, daily 
production of milk and of eggs at the time of the enumeration 
does affect the total volume reported for a year. This means 
that a census of milk and egg production taken near the peak 
of production in April, tor the previous year, would tend to 
give somewhat higher figures than a census taken in January 
which is near the low point. 

Crops.-The 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule was prepared in 
such manner that every crop grown on tracts of land listed as 
farms should have been enumerated. The crop inquiries were 
varied 1n different sections of the country so that separate 
questions could be carried tor all crops Widely grown in each 
major area. If a separate inquiry was not carried for a par
ticular crop, that crop could be reported under one of several 
•catch-all" questions on the schedule. By using a different 
schedule tor each region it was also possible to use the unit 
of measure that was most prevalent in an area for reporting 
production. 

For definitions and explanations of the individual live
stock and crop items, see chapters VII, VIII, and IX. 

TOTAL VALUE OF LIVESTOCK ON FARMS AND OF LIVESTOCK 
PRODUCTS AND CROPS HARVESTED 

For each agricultural census prior to 1920, the statistics 
relating to the value of the livestock inventory and the total 
value of livestock and crop production were enumerated figures. 

For the 1920 Agricultural Census unit prices for certain crops 
were obtained jointly by the Bureau of the Census and the United 
States Department of Agriculture,and the crop values were cal
culated by multiplying the number of units enumerated by the 
unit price of that crop. For succeeding enumerations the sams 
procedure has been followed, but. on a more extensive scale. 
The county unit prices used in calculating total value of live
stock on farms and total value of livestock products and crops 
harvested for the 1940 census were obtained cooperatively by 
the Agricultural Marketing Service of the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture and the Bureau of the Census. 

Not all of the values for the 1940 census shown in tables 
38, 39, and 40 are calculated values. For tour items values 
were enumerated instead of production,because of the difficul
ty of finding a common production unit for purposes of enumer
ation. These four items are: vegetables for sale, vegetables 
for farm household use, horticultural specialties, and forest 
products. 

The following points should be observed in connection with 
the 1940 census valqes presented in tables 38, 39, and 40: 

Domestic Animals.-- The values for all species except 
goats represent the sum of the calculated values of individual 
age or sex groups. For goats the value is the sum of the cal
culated values for Angora goats and other goats. 

Unspecified Poultry.-Where the kind of poultry could 
not be identified, the unit value used was based on a weighted 
average of the unit values for identified kinds of other poul
try in the same county and surrounding counties. 

Dairy Products.--The value of whole milk sold excludes 
the value of fluid sales of cream. The value of cream sold 
includes both the value of sales of sweet cream and the value 
of sales of sour cream (butterfat). 

Cereals.--This item includes the value of the following 
crops: Corn for grain, all wheat, rye, sorghums for grain, 
oats threshed (or combined), barley threshed (or combined), 
emmer and spelt, buckwheat, rice, and "mixed" grains. 

Other Grains and Seeds.-The 1940 and 1930 census fig
ures for this item include flax threshed, annual legumes har
vested tor seed, alfalfa seed, clover and grass seeds, mustard 
seed, sugar beet seed, sunflower seed, hempseed, castor beans, 
and miscellaneous seeds. Flower and vegetable seeds, other 
than those specified above, were included under horticultural 
specialties in the 1940 census. In the 1930 census the value 
of flower and vegetable seeds grown on farms was induded under 
the value of "other grains and seeds," While receipts from 
sales or flower and vegetable seeds in 1929 by nurseries, 
greenhouses, etc. were included under sales of horticultural 
specialties. 

Hay and Forage.--The 1940 figures for this item include 
the value for fOur crops not specifically covered by the 1930 
figures. These crops are: Corn hogged or grazed off, or cut 
for green or dry fodder; silage crops other than corn and sor
ghums; oats cut and fed unthreshed; and root and grain crops 
(other than corn and annual legumes) hogged or grazed off. 
Two of these items--silage crops other than corn and sorghums, 
and root and grain crops hogged or grazed off--could be re
ported only under the "other field crops" question on the 1930 
General Farm Schedule. The figures on root and grain crops 
hogged or grazed ott exclude root crops harvested for feed, 
which were tabulated as a separate item under this group in 
both 1940 and 1930. All or the above•four items,except silage 
crops other than corn and sorghums,were reported on an acreage 
basis only, and the values for the 1940 census were calculated 
by using "per acre• unit values. As previously noted the 1940 
figures for hay and forage do not include the value or annual 
legumes grazed or hogged orr. 

Cottonseed.-For the 1~30 census the production of cot
tonseed was enumerated, but the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule 
did not include this item. Consequently, production of cot
tonseed in 1939 was calculated by counties on the basis of the 
enumerated production of cotton (lint), and the value of cot
tonseed was then secured by multiplying the calculated produc
tion of cottonseed by the county unit price. 

Fruits and Nuts.-The 1940 calculated value of production 
of citrus fruits is based upon county unit prices which repre
sent the equivalent packing-house door returns for all methods 
of sale. For the other fruits and nuts the 1940 figures were 
calculated by using county unit prices based on weighted aver
ages for all methods of sale. 
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Table 34.-AGE, SEX, AND OTHER GROUPS ENUMERATED FOR VARIOUS CLASSES OF LIVESTOCK, 1940, WITH APPROXIMATELY COMPARABLE GROUPS, 
1900 TO 1935 

(See table 38) 

I TEl! 1940 1955 1950 1925 1920 19'1.0 1900 
(April l) (January l) (Aprill) (January l) (January l) (April 15) (June l) 

Horses and/or mules-farms reporting Over 3 mo.. old. All ages. All ages. All ages. (1) (1) (1) 
Horses and colts--farms reporting OVer 3 mo. old. All ages. (1) (1) All ages. All agee. All ages. 

number-- Over 3 mo. old. All ages. Over 5 mo. old. All ages. All ages. 
OVer 3t~r old. 1 yr. old and over. 

Colts--------fams reporting 5 to 27 mo. old. Under 2 yr. old. (1) (1) (1) (1) 
number---- 3 to 27 mo. old. Under 2 yr. old. 3 to 27 mo. old. Under 2 yr. ol.d. Under 2 yr. old. Under 2 yr. old. 

Yules and mule colts-farms reporting Over 3 mo. old. All ages. (1) (1) All ageo. All ages; All ages. 
number------ Over 3 mo. old. All ages. OVer 3 mo. old. All ages. All ages. OVer 3~mo. old. 1 yr. old and over. 

Mule colts----farms reporting 5 to 27 mo. old. Under 2 yr. old. (1) (1) (1) 1) (1) 
number---- 3 to 27 mo. old. Under 2 yr. old. 3 to 27 mo. old. Under 2 yr. old. Under 2 yr. old. (1) Under 2 yr. old. 

Cattle and calves--farms reporting Over 5 mo. old. All ages. All ages. (1) All ages. All ages. All agee. 
number-- OVer 3 mo. old. All ages. Over 3 mo. old. All ages. All ages. Over S~mo. old. l yr. old and over. 

Cows and heifers--farms reporting OVer 27 mo. old. 2 yr. old and over. (1) (1) (1) c~l (1) 
number----- Over 27\. mo. old. 2 yr. old and over. Over 27 mo. old. 2 yr. old and over. 2 yz:. old and over. 2 yr. old and ove1: 

Kept mainly for 
milk production-rams reporting Over 27 mo. old. (1) Over 27 mo. old. 2 yr. old and over. 2 yr. old and over. OVer 15! mo. old, 2 yr. old and over, 

kept ror milk. kept for milk. 
number----- Over 27 mo. old. (1) Over 27 mo. old. 2 yr. old and over. 2 yr. old and over. 2 yr. old end over 2 yr. old and ave~ 

Jan.l, kept for kept for milk. 
milk (estimated 

Kept mainly for beef 
.ft.- 1920 repcrts). 

production----farms reporting Over 27 mo. old. (1) Over 27 mo. old. (1) 2 yn old and over. (1) 2 yr. old and over, 

number----- Over 27 mo. old. (1) Over 27 mo. old. 2 yr. old and over. 2 yr. old and over. (1) 
not kept for milk. 

2 yr. old and over, 
not kept for milk. 

Hogs and pigs----farms reporting- Over 4 mo. old. All ages. All ages. All ages. All sges. OVer 3 ,mo. old. All ages. 
number Over 4 mo. old. All ages. Over :; mo. old. All sges. All sges. Over 3 mo. old. All ages. 

Sows and gilts--farms reporting Farrowing between Farrowing between Farrowing between (1) For breeding pur-:. 1) (1) 
Dec. l, 1939 and Jan.l and June L Jan.l and June l. poses, 6 mo. old 
JWle l, 1940. and over. 

number------ Farrowing between Farrowing between Farrowing between For breeding pur- For breeding pur- (~) (1) 
Dec. l, 1959 and Jac.l and June L Jan..l and June 1.. poses, 6 mo. old poses, 6 mo. old 
June 1, 1940. and over. and over. 

Sheep and lambs---farms reporting Over 6 mo. old. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. 
number---- Over 6 mo. old. All ages. Over 6 mo. old. All ages. All ages. OVer 3 !mo. old. 1 yr. old and over. 

Ewes---------farms reporting Over 6 mo. old. 1 yr. old and over. (1) (1) 1 yr. old and over. OVer 3 !mo. old. (1) 
number------- OVer 6 mo. old. 1 yr. old and over. Over 6 mo. old. 1 yr. old and over. l yr. old and over. Over 3 mo. old. l yr. old and over. 

Yearling ewes--farms reporting 6 to 18 mo. old. (1l (1) (1) (1) 1) (1) 
number----- 6 to 18 mo. old. (1 6 to 18 mo. old. (1) (1) (1) (1) 

Other ewes---farms reporting Over 18 mo. old. (1) (1) (1l (1l (1) (1l number--·-- Over 18 mo. old. (1) Over 18 mo. old. (1 (1 (1) (1 

Goats and kids---farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. 
number----- Over 4 mo. old. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. All ages. 

Angora--------farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. (1) All ages. (1) 1 yr. old and over (1) (1) 
raised fer fleeces. 

number----- Over 4 mo. old. (1) All sges. (1) All ages, raised (1) (1) 
for fleeces. 

Other goats---farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. (1) (1) (1) Other than goats (1) (1) 
and kids raised 
for fleeces. 

number----- Over 4 mo. old. (1) All ages. (t) Other than goats (1) (1) 
and kids raised 
for fleeces. 

Chickens---------farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. Age not specified.. Age not specified. OVer 3 mo. old. (1) 
number----- Over 4 mo. old. Over:; mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. Age not specified. Age not specified. OVer 3 mo. ol~ Over 3 mo. old 

(:includes guineas). 
Turkeys---------farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. (1) (1) Age not specified. Over 3 mo. old. (1) 

number---- Over 4 mo. old. OVer 3 mo. old. (1) (1) Age not specified. Over 3 mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. 
Ducks farms reporting over 4 mo. old. (1) (1) (1) Age not specified. over 3 mo. old. (1) 

number------ Over 4 mo. old. (1) (1) (1) Age not specified. Over 3 mo. old. OVer:; mo. old. 
Geese--------farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. (1) (1l (1) Age not specified. Over 3 mo. old. (1) 

number------ OVer 4 mo. old. (1) (1 (1) Age not specified. OVer 3 mo. old. Over 3 mo. old. 

Guineas-------farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. ( 1) (1) (1) Age not specified. over 3 mo. old. (t) 
number------ Over 4 mo. old. (1) (1) (1) Age not specified. Over 3 mo. old. Incl. with chicken.e. 

Pigeons----farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. 
(1l 

(1) (1l Age not specified. OVer 3 mo. old. (1l number--- OVer 4 mo. old. (1 (1) (1 Age not specified. OVer 5 mo. old. g) Quail--------farms reporting Over 4 mo. old. (1 (1) (1) (1) (1) 
number----- Over 4 mo. old. (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1l Pheasants----farms reporting over 4 m.o. old. (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
number------- Over 4 mo .. old. (1) (1) (1) (1) OYer 5 ao. old. ~~) 

Hives o! beos1 
OWned by operator end/or 

by others------farms reporting Hives on operator's (1) (1) (1) Hives of bees. Hives on hand. Hives on hand. 
f&rm or on non-
farm land. 

number----- Hives on opemtorls (1) (1) (1) Hives of bees. Hives on hand. Hivee on hand. 
farm or on non-
farm land. 

OWned by !arm 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) operator----tams reporting Hives on operator's Hl.ves on operator's 

tarm or on non- farm or ol.selrhere. 
farm land. 

numbe Hives on operator's (1) Hbes on operatcr1s 
!arm or on non- farm or elsawbere. 

(1) (1) (1) (>) 

farm land. 
OWned by 

others----farms reporting Hives kept on (1) (1) 
operator• e farm. 

(1) (1) (1) (1) 

numbe~--- Hives kept on (1) (1) 
operator's farm. 

(1) (1) (1) (1) 

Fur animala :in captinty: 
(1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) Silver fox------fan~& reporting Females over 3 mo. 

old. 
number---- Females over 3 mo. (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 

old. 
llink------farms reporting Females over :; mo. (1) (1) 

old. 
(1) (1) (1) (1) 

number Females over 3 mo. (1) (1) 
old. 

(1) (1) (1) (1} 

1 Not availabla. 
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All Other Crops.-The value of maple sirup and maple 
sugar produced is included in the value shown for this item. 
Since the 1940 census enumerated value of forest products sold 
includes the value of maple sirup and maple sugar sold, there 
is a partial duplication of values between these two items. 
For crops of very limited distr1bution,the values were secured 
by correspondence with the growers. Where the kind of crop 
could not be identified, the value was based on a weighted 
average "per acre• unit value for identified minor crops in 
the same county and surrounding counties. 

VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD, TRADED, OR USED BY 
FARM HOUSEHOLDS 

The 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule included ten questions 
relating to the value of farm products sold, traded, or used 
by farm households. These questions in the order of their 
appearance on the schedule were as follows: 

Valuo of all daiey products ~ or traded in 1959. 
Valus of all u .... atock sold or traded in 1959. 
Value of all poal tey and poaltey products ~ or traded in 1959. 
Value o£ wool, mohair, •at, hides, etc., bees, honey, wax, and f'nr ~s and 

polto sold or traded in 1959. 
Value of (field) crops (barveoted in 1939) ••••• (including londlord'o sbare) 

.... • wbich were or are to be aold or traded. 
Value of vegetables harvested in 1959 FOR SALE. 
HorticalturoJ. apocialtieo, saleo in 1959, 
Value of all fruits and nuto, including small fruits, produced in 1959, that 

were or are to be aold or t:Nlded. 
Value (estimated) of product• of thl.s !ana in 1959 that li'Bre used by your fami

:cy- and by all household8 on this ram. 
Value of forest products sold 1n 1939. 

The value of products information was secured in considerably 
more detail than in 1930 when the gener.il farm schedule carried 
the following six value of products questions: 

1Val.ue of grains, cotton, tobacco, ha;y, vegetables, fruits, plants, fi01rers, and 
all other crops grown in 1929 which were or are to be IJOld or traded. 

Value of l1 vestock eold or traded in 1929. 
Value of milk, creiiii;-hutter, butterfat, aat, poul:try, eggs, honey, wool, mo-

hair, and other livestock products sold or traded in 1929. 
Value of forest products sold in 1929. · 
Value (oot!mated) of products of this !ann in 1929 that were used by your f'am!JT. 
Gross receipts froa lodgers, boarders, and campers in 1929. 

The arrangement of the value questions on the schedule was 
also changed materially. In 1930 all six value questions were 
carr.ied in a single block; on the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule 
the ten value questions were distributed among the various 
crop and livestock questions, each value question following 
the crop or livestock questions upon Which the value figure 
was based. 

It will be noted that, in general, the value questions 
relating to livestock and livestock products, horticultural 
specialties, farm products used by farm households, and forest 
products apply to the calendar years 1939 and 1929; whereas 
the value questions for field crops, vegetables harvested for 
sale, and fruit crops are on a crop-year basis. That is, the 
values apply to quantities sold or to be sold or traded from 
crops harvested in 1939 and in 1929. One exception to the 
calendar year definition occurs in connection with the 1940 
question on "other livestock products.• Another exception to 
the crop-year definition occurs in connection with citrus 
fruit. These exceptions are discussed in detail below. 

Farms With No Farm Products Sold, Traded, or Used by 
Farm Households.-The numbers of farms shown for this clas
sification in tables 41 ana 42 represent farms tor which there 
was a correct report of no products sold, traded, or used by 
farm households in 1939, These farms generally fall into one 
of two categories, new farms being brought into operation in· 
the spring of 1940, and farms having a complete crop failure 
in 1939. for which there was also no income from livestock pro
duction in 1939 and no value for products used by farm house
holds. This classification also includes a limited number of 
farms for which the only value of products reported was receipts 
from the rental of pasture. Where the schedule correctly rep
resented a separate operating unit, it was necessary to clas
sify such rarms as reporting no farm products sold or traded, 
inasmuch as there was no value of products question on the 1940 
Farm and Ranch Schedule under which rental from pasture could 
logically be included. In the 1930 censlils the pasture rental 
on such farms was considered as income derived from crops. The 
"Flint Hills" of east cen~ Kansas was one area in which this 
situation occurred. 
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Unclassified Farms.--Where the figures on crop and live
stock production and values were incomplete, the farm was 
placed in the •unclassified" category. In most cases these 
were farms on wnich the operator had moved between the time 
the 1939 crops were nanrested and the time the census enumerator 
visited the farm. In 1929 this category also included farms 
that were not operated in 1929, as well as greenhouses, nurs
eries, and apiaries. 

Farms Reporting Total Value of Farm Products Sold, 
Traded, or Used by Farm Households.-For 1939, this repre
sents all farms for which there were usable reports on value 
of products, but excludes reports for farms showing no prod
ucts sold, traded, or used by farm households. In other words, 
the number of farms reporting total value of products, plus 
the unclassified farms, plus farms reporting no products sold, 
traded, or used by farm households equals all farms enumerated 
as of the census date. In 1929 the number of farms reporting 
for this item includes all farms classified by type regardless 
~f whether or not any farm products were sold, traded, or used 
by farm households. For examPle, if a farm reported a complete 
crop failure, but the-kind of crop could be reasonably identi
fied and apparently represented the major crop on that farm, 
the farm was classified according to the type represented by 
the crop failure. The 1929 count of farms reporting total 
value of farm products sold, traded, or used by farm households 
Includes, therefore, some farms which, in the 1939 tabulation, 
were placed in the ca~ry of farms reporting no farm products 
sold, traded, or used by farm households. 

Dairy Products.--As shown above, this question called 
for the value of all dairy products sold or traded in 1939. 
The question specified milk, cream, butter, and cheese, and 
the enumerator was instructed to explain if byproducts, such 
as buttermilk or skimmed milk, were sold which would give a 
high value for sales in relation to the quantities of whole 
milk, cream, and butter sold as reported in the block Immedi
ately preceding this value question. The value of goat milk 
or products sold was not to be included under this question, 
but was to be reported under "other livestock products.• The 
value of dairy products punhased for resale was to be ex~ded, 
both from this value question and from the preceding items on 
quantities of whole milk, cream, and butter sold. 

Livestock.--Th!s value question followed immediately two 
livestock questions relating to the numbers of cattle, calves, 
hogs and pigs,· and sheep and lambs bought and sold in 1939. 
The question also carried the wording, •except poultry, bees, 
and tur animals. • The enumerator was instructed to explain 1f 
animals, other than the kinds listed in the preceding ~ues

tions, were sold, the intention being that the value question 
should also cover sales of other kinds of livestock such as 
horses, mules, and goats. The statistics for this item rep
resent, therefore, the totals of individual farm sales regard
less of whether or not the animals were produced on the farm 
for which the sale was reported. In handling the reports on 
this question, a distinction was made between livestock deal
ers and livestock feeders. Purchases and sales were included 
in the totals where other ~rmation on the schedule indicated 
that the operator had sufficient feed, either home-grown or 
purchased,or had sufficient pasture to add to the market value 
of the livestock. It should be observed, however, that these 
statistics of the value of livestock sold represent the totals 
of individual farm sales and are not directly comparable with 
livestock income figures based upon a State · as a unit. This 
point is discussed in more detail below. 

Poultry and Poultry Products.- As previously noted, 
hatcheries were included in the list or types of specialized 
agriculture for which Farm and Ranch Schedules were required 
and the enumerator was instructed to explain whenever the 
value entry for this question appeared high as a result of 
sales of baby chicks, poults, hatChing eggs, etc. Schedules 
for State game farms are included. Quail, pheasants, and 
other game birds raised by such institutions for release were 
considered as sold. 

Other Livestock Products.-The term •other livestock 
products• is used in this chapter to indicate the miscellaneous 
livestock products question, the wording of which was as fol
lows: "Value of wool, mohair, meat, hides, et~ •• bees, honey, 
wax, and tur animals and pelts sold or traded in 1939. • The
value of goat milk and products sold, as well as the value or 
other miscellaneous livestock products sold was included in 
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this item. Although the wording of the question indicated 
that the values for sales during the calendar year 1939 were 
desired, the following instruction was given in the enumerator's 
handbook: 

Report here .... the value of wool shorn 1 mohair clipped, pelts taken 
frcm fur animals in capti.vity .••• honey and wax produced in 1939 that 
~ £!: are ~ ~ sold or traded. 

The value of meat sold applies to animals butchered by persons 
on farms, or for them on a custom basis, either on or off the 
farm. Sales of meat by slaughter houses and butchers, some
times referred to as "local slaughter," are not included in 
these figures. 

Field Crops.--This question covers the value of the sales 
for field crops such as corn, sorghums, small grains, annual 
legumes, ·hay, clover and grass seeds, and miscellaneous crops 
including Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes, cotton {lint), 
t·obacco, sugarcane, sugar beets, broomcorn, popcorn, mint, hops, 
etc. In addition, the enumerate~ was instructed to include 
the value of sales of byproducts, such as cottonseed, beet pulp 
and tops, pea vines, etc. although no provision was made for 
reporting the production of such byproducts on the schedule. 
On some schedules the value of sales of cottonseed apparently 
was not included with the value of sales of the field crops. 
The enumerator was also instructed that where the farm operator 
was a tenant, the landlord's share should be included in re
porting the value of sales, not only for this item, but also 
for all other value of products questions. No provision was 
made for reporting government benefit payments made under .the 
programs administered by the Agricultural Adjustment Adminis
tration of the Department of Agriculture. However, crops upon 
which government loans had been secured were considered as sold 
unless they had been redeemed before the date of the census 
enumeration. 

Vegetables for Sale. --The values reported for this i tern 
represent a cross addition for each individual farm of the 
values reported for individual vegetable crops harvested in 
1939 for sale. Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes were not in
cluded under vegetables, but were included under field crops. 
The value figures shown for vegetables for sale in tables 37, 
41, 44, and 45 exclude the figures for unclasstlied farms, while 
those shovm in table 40 include the figures for all farms re
porting vegetables. 

Horticultural Special ties.-The values reported for this 
item also represent a cross addition for each individual farm 
of the values reported for three items, viz. , crops grown under 
glass and propagated mushrooms; nursery products; and flower 
and vegetable seeds, bulbs, and flowers and plants grown in 
the open. The figures for horticultural specialties shown in 
tables 37, 41, 44, and 45 exclude the values reported by un
classified farms as well as the figures for all farms report
ing area but no sales in 1939. The figures on horticultural 
specialties shown in table 40 cover all farms reporting these 
items. 

Fruit and Nut Crops.-In general the figures reported 
for this question cover the value of all fruits and nuts pro
duced in 1939 that had been or were to be sold at the time of 
the census enumeration. However, in A~izona and California, 
the value information on citrus fruit applies to the 1938-39 
season; that is, to the crop harvested in 1938-39 from the 
bloom of 1938. For all other citrus-producing States, the 
value of sales of citrus fruit applies to the 1939-40 season; 
that is, to sales of the crop harvested in 1939-40 from the 
bloom of 1939. The value figures on fruit cover all tree 
fruits, nuts, and grapes, including small fruits and citrus. 
The values of sales of wild fruits and nuts are excluded with 
two exceptions: wild blueberries were to be reported on the 
census schedule where the land was used primarily for their 
production; and wild or seedling pecans were also reported 
whether grown in orchards, farmyards, pastures, or elsewhere 
on the farm or ranch. The enumerator was instructed that, for 
all the value of products questlons, gross receipts or vale~es 
were desired without deductions for expenses of any kind. How
ever, in the case of fruit there was a noticeable tendency in 
some fruit.areas for growers to report thelr net receipts in
stead of the gross value of all fruit sold or traded. This 
v1as particularly true in areas where certain marketing costs 
were commonly deducted from the payments to the grower for 
fruit sold. Another factor which may have contributed to this 
tendency to report net receipts for fruit crops was the absence 
of any questions on the schedule regarding expenditures for 

such items as spray materials, orchard cultivation, irrigation 
water, packages, and other production and marketing costs. In 
comparing the reported value of fruits and nuts sold with the 
calculated value of fruits and nuts harvested, allowance ·must 
be made for the difference in de~inition of unit price previ
ously noted. 

Farm Products Used by Farm Households.-As mentioned 
above this question called for the value of products of the 
farm in 1939 that were used by the opera tor's family and by 
all households on the farm. The definition of this question 
was broader, therefore, than in 1930 when the corresponding 
question asked for the value of products of the farm in 1929 
that were used by the operator's family. The instructions to 
the enumerator called attention to the fact that this question 
referred to the products of farms consumed by the operator's 
family, regardless of whether living on the farm or not, as 
well as the value of products consumed by all other households 
on the farm. In both 1940 and 1930 the following items were 
listed individually under the schedule question: meat, milk, 
pouftry, eggs, honey, vegetables, fru1 t, and firewood. The 1940 
Farm and Ranch Schedule also· specified fuel wood. Farm prod
ucts of institutional farms which were used by inmates of the 
institution were considered as sold, and the value was in
cluded.~der the nine other value of products items. The same 
procedure was followed With respect to products of community 
and relief gardens. 

Forest Products.--The 1940 census question included value 
of sales of firewood, fuel wood, standing timber, saw logs, 
veneer logs, pulpwood, mine props, tanbark, charcoal, fence 
posts, railroad ties, poles and piling, turpentine, resin, maple 
sirup and sugar, etc. Not all of these items were individually 
listed on the 1930 census schedule, the most notable exception 
being maple sirup and sugar. 

Receipts From Lodgers, Boarders, and Campers.--This 
question was included in the 1930 .General Farm Schedule, but 
not on the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule. The values for this 
item were not included in 1930 total value figures but were 
tabulated separately. 

MAJOR SOURCE OF INCOME AND TYPE OF FARM 

As mentioned above, the figures from the 1940 Agricultural 
Census on value of farm products sold, traded, or used by farm 
households were tabulated by major source of income. In the 
1930 Agricultural census, the principal value tabulation was 
by type of farm. The two tabulations are not strictly compa
rable, but the 1930 value of products figures by type of farm 
are shown in tables 37 and 43 for reference purposes. 

In making the tabulation by major source of income for the 
1940 census, the schedules for farms reporting farm products 
sold, traded, or used by farm households were sorted into ten 
major source groups corresponding to the ten value of products 
questions. The basis for this classification was the largest 
value of products entry. If the entries for two or more of 
the ten value of products questions were exactly the same, the 
farm was classified according to the item predominating as to 
major source in that locality. The procedure was, therefore, 
purely objective. It was possible for a sheep ranch to be 
classified with "livestock" as the major source of income or 
with "other livestock prodtlcts" as the major source of income, 
depending upon the comparative gross receipts from sales of 
sheep and from sales of wool on that ranch in 1939. Sirralarly, 
a wheat fa~ on which the 1939 wheat crop was a complete fail
ure, would be classified as a subsistence farm, if the largest 
value entry was that for farm products used by farm households. 

In the 1930 census the value of products sold, traded, or 
used by farm households was used primarily in determining the 
type of farm, but the methods employed were necessarily more 
subjective than those used in connection with the 1940 census. 
In the 1930 census the farms were classified into thirteen 
types {including the "unclassified" group), while the "abnormal" 
group was further divided into five subtypes. For each of 
the major types, the sales of the major product {or group of 
products) had to represent 40 percent or more of the total 
value of all products of the farm before the farm was classi
fied under that particular type. For the "self-sufficing" 
farms and certain of the "abnormal" subtypes, the minimum limit 
was 50 percent. "Stock-ranches" were differentiated from "ani
mal-specialty farms" on the basis of the ratio of pasture land 
to cropland, the limi~s for this ratio being varied as between 
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the East and the west. Special rules were employed for han
dling certain of the subtypes under the "abnormal" group, as 
well as for handling other unusual cases. 

One of the principal differences between the 1940 and 1930 
methods of classification results from the use of a "general" 
type in the 1930 tabulation. Where the value of products from 
any one source did not represent as much as 40 percent of the 
total value of all farm products, the farm was classified as 
"general." If the value of products from each of two sources 
represented 40 percent or more of the total value, the farm 
was classified as "general" unless it was one of the special
ized combination types such as cotton-tobacco, fruit-truck, 
dairy-poultry, etc. In the latter case it was classified ac
cording to the predominating type in that locality. In the 
1940 census tabulation all of these "general" farms are clas
sified in some one of the ten major sdurce grdups, 

In the 1930 Agricultural Census, greenhouses, nurseries, 
and apiaries were included with the •unclassified" farms. This 
excluded the value of products for such farms from the 1930 
census type ·or farm tabulation. In the '1940 census, green
houses and nurseries are included under the "Horticultural 
specialties" group, while the value of apiary products sold or 
traded was reported under "other livestock products." 

A somewhat similar plan of tabulation was used in the 1900 
Census of Agriculture when the farms were classified according 
to principal source of income. The United States figures on 
gross farm income tor 1899 for farms classified by principal 
source of income are shown in table 35. 

TABLE 35.-FARMS REPORTING AND VALUE OF FARM PRailUCTS NOT FED TO LIVE
STOCK ON FARMS WHERE PRODUCED, CLASSIFIED BY TWELVE PRINCIPAL 
SOURCES OF INCOME, FOR THE UNITED STATES, 1899 

FA!iiiS REPOR'!'ING VALVE OF FARII 
PRODUCTS (DOLLARS) 

CLASSIFICATION 

Number 

PRINCIPAL SOURCE GROUPS 

All groupo 5,737,372 

FIU'DIBLi!!t,~rincipal oo~ce of income from- l,584, 515 
Dairy produce- 557,544 
Hay and grain-----------11,5191 854 
Cotton--------------- 1 1 071,545 
Tobacco 106,250 
.Bug -- 7,174 
~ ~~ 
Vegetables----------- 1551 788 
Fruits-- 82,060 
Flowers and plants 6,159 
Nursery producte . -- 21 029 
lliscslleneous---------- 1,059,237 

1 Less than one-tenth of l percent. 

~,.._ 

cent 
or 

total 

100,0 

27,3 
6.2 

25.0 
18,7 
1.9 
O.l 
0,1 
2.7 
1,4 
0,1 

(1) 
18.5 

Total 

3, 742,129,557 

1,232,398,228 
281,276,239 

1,005,196,557 
461,113,058 

65,535,800 
19,787,923 

5,995,485 
103,629,507 

75,095,900 
18,422,522 
10,086,136 

465,794,022 

Aver-
age 
per 

fa= 

652 

788 
787 
760 
430 
615 

2,758 
1,149 

665 
915 

2,991 
4,971 

440 

The following explanation of the classification procedure 
followed is taken from the text of the 1900 Agriculture Census 
Report: 

"The ba:!~iiB !or tbia claesUication is the value of the apec:il"1ed crops or prod
ucts of 1899. If the ... luo of the ha;y end groin reised on an;y farm exceeded that 
of any other crop and constituted at least 40 percent of the nlue of the products 
not fed to livestock, tha !ant ..... designated a • ha;y and groin • tara. If Tege
tablea were the leading crop, coneti tuting 40 percent o! the n.lue ot all products, 
the tara •s deeignated a 'vegetable' tam • ..... t)(iseellaneous' !'a:nu wer& 
those whose operators did not derive their principal income f'roa any one class of' 
fann products. Those with no income in 1899 were classified according to the agri
cultural operations upon other tams in the same locality.tt 

TABLE 36.--FARMS REPORTING AND VALUE OF FARM.PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY 
VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS NOT FED TO LIVESTOCK ON FARMS WHERE PRO
DUCED, FOR THE UNITED STATES, 1899 

FAR!lS REPOR'!'ING VALUE OF FARll PRODUCTS 1 

VALUE-GROUP Percent of Percent of N\Jmber total Dollars total 

All groups---- 5,757,372 100.0 3,742,129,357 100.0 

$0------------------ 53,555 0.9 ----- --
$l to $49-- 167,495 2.9 4,885,282 0.1 
$50 to $99------------- 305,446 5,3 22,187' 786 0.6 
$100 to $249------- 1,247,195 21.7 219,709,104 5.9 
$250 to $499---------- 1,602,375 27,9 583,812,983 15.6 
$600 to $999-------------- 1,378, 559 24.0 984,745,527 25.8 
$1,000 to $2,499------ 829,142 14.5 1,202,824,998 32.1 
$2,500 and ove~--------- 153,829 2.7 745,965,677 19.9 

1 Value of farm products not fed to livestock on farms where produced. 

In the 1900 Census of Agriculture, the farms were also 
classified according to the amount or gross farm income in 
1899,gross farm income here being defined as the value of farm 
products not fed to livestock on farms where produced. The 
United States figures on farms reporting and value of farm 
products for this tabulation are shown in table 36. 

It should be observed that the 1900 Census definition of 
gross farm income is not ~ctly comparable with that employed 
in the 1940 and 1930 enumerations. Such an income figure in
cludes, theoretically at least, the value of crops used for 
seed or wasted on the farm, the value for which is excluded 
under the 1940 and 1930 definitions. Furthermore, the 1900 
Census figure on value of livestock sold represents only the 
value or sales of animals raised on. the farm. In other words, 
the value or sales for purchased animals is excluded. 

The 1900 Census figures on value of farm pnxructs by States 
and geographic divisions, together with a detailed explanation 
of the classification procedure followed and a reproduction 
of the scbedule used will be found in the report of the TWelfth 
Decennial Census, 1900, vol. V, Agriculture, part I. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE STATISTICS 

Definition.--In general the statistics on total value of 
farm products sold, traded, or used by farm households repre
sent an approximate measure of gross farm income. If the value 
of farm products used by farm households is excluded from the 
totals, the resulting figures on value of farm products sold 
or traded represent an approximation of cash farm income. Tbe 
user of these value statistics should keep in mind, however, 
tbat there are, theoretically at least, three basic types of 
figures on income from agricultural production in the United 
states: 

(1) United States farm income figures calculated on the basis or 
all farms in the United States as a unit. Interfarm sales, 
both within States and between States, would be excluded. 

(2) United States farm income figures calculated from farm in
come figures for individual States. Interfarm sales Within 
States would be excluded, but interfa.rm sales between 
States would be included. 

(3) United States farm income figures representing an aggregate 
of the income for individual farms. Interrarm sales, both 
within States and between States, would be included. 

The statistics on value of farm products sold, traded, or used 
by farm households, presented in this chapter, clearly belong 
under the third classification. The duplication of income 
caused by the inclusion of interfarm sales is an important 
item, particularly in livestock feeding areas. 

Unclassified Farms.-A.s has been pointed out previously, 
the tabulations of value or farm products sold, traded, or used 
by farm households, for both 1940 and 1930, exclude the value 
of products for the "unclassified" farms. The extent of this 
incompleteness is shown, both in number of farms and in per
cent or all farms, in table 41. 

Net Income.-The figures on specified farm expenditures, 
shown in chapter VI should not be deducted from the figures on 
value of products sold, traded, or used by farm households in 
an attempt to arrive at statistics on "net" income. As was 
pointed out in connection with the statistics on value of fruits 
and nuts sold or traded, census figures are not available for 
many important farm-expenditure items. The cost of livestock 
purchased is also an important item in calculating "net" income. 

Nonagricultural Income.- Income from nonagricultural 
sources is not included in the figures on farm income for 
either the 1940 or 1930 census enumerations. Because of the 
growth of part-time farming in recent years, nonagricultural 
income is an important item when comParisons are made involving 
the economic position of the individual farm rather than farm
ing as an industry. 

Government Benefit Payments.-As mentioned above, there 
was no provision on the 1940 Farm and Ranch Schedule for re
porting the amount or government benefit payments. on some 
schedules where sugarcane or sugar beets were reported, there 
was evidence that the reported v.alue of crops sold or traded 
included the Government payment on sugarcane or sugar beets. 
In general, howeve~ such payments appear to have been excluded 
from the figures on value of farm products sold, traded, or 
used by farm households. 


