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CHAPTER IV-AGE, RESIDENCE, YEARS ON FARM, 
AND WORK OFF FARM 

IntraducUon-This chapter presents statistics relating to 
the :rarm ·, operator. These include his age, his place of residence 
(whether on. or off the farm operated), the number of _years he 
ham operated the farm occupied on· the cen~us date, and the num-. 
ber of days he worl<ed during the year preceding the census dat_e 
for pay or profit at jobs not connected.with his farming opera­
tions. The color of the farm operator and the tenure under which 
J:le held. the land are also ·shown in the presentation of the data 
on. age: A more detailed tenure classification,, showing the num­
b.er, acreage,and value of farms and the several classes of land 
according to use for each color and teriure group, 1s given in 
Chapter I.II, Color. and 'l'enure of Farm Operator. 

'!'he. data p·rese!'lted ·in this chapter represent primarily num­
bers of :!'arm o.perators classified en the basis of each specified 
cl:laracterlstic •. 'The figures represent totals for the united 
states, reg1ons,d1V1s1ons, and States. County figures for these 
items are S·ho:wn in volume I. No figures for minor civil di vi­
sions' (townships, precincts, etc.) are available. Additional 
data :roi these several character! sties are included in a sepa­
rate report which presents, for a sample· of. ttie farms enumerated 
in the 1945 Ce·nsus, data for farms in each of several classifi­
caUo·ns such as color and tenure of the farm operator, level of 
gross farm income, and size of farm~ This report, based on the 
sample, makes possible a compari.son of the 194ti statistics on 
residence, years en farm, and workot!farm with the color-tenure 
statistics for prior censuses .. Other data closely related to the 
rarm operator are presented :ln chapter V, Farm Population and Farm 
Labor, and tn chapter VI, Farm Facilties, Heads, and Farm Machinery. 

.A farm operator is the person who works a f'alm ,performing the laboi 
limself, or directly supervising it. If a farm is operated by two or 

mere partnel:'s, the seni·or partner is considered the· operator unless the 
junior partner is actually conducting the operations. When land is 
rented or cr<>pped, the tenant, renter, or cropper is the operator,even . 
though the owner may exer~ise some supervision, If the farming opera­
tion.s are performed by a caretaker wh<> merely carries out the in­
structions of his emple>yer, the emple>y.er is the operator, If a farm is 
·Operated for a corporation or institution,the superintendent, man.ager, 
supervisor,.or other person directly responsible for the farming opera­
tions is the eperator.and, in. such cases,the operator is classifie.i as 
a manager. 

')!he ·number oftarm operators is considered identical with the 
l'iumber of 'farms. Infrequently a fanl !'ad no operator at the time 
or 1;he enumeration. A farm operated in 1944 which was not to be 
.operated in Hl45 or ·a farm for which a tenant or manager.had not 
yet bee·n secured at' the tlme bf tre enumeration was given a nom­
inal. o:perat;or. In.the classifications by age, by residence, by 
years on farm, and ·bY work O'ff farm, such farms without opera­
tors were included in the "not· 'reporting" groups. occas.ion.ally 
the. same individual operated two or more farms, as when a per­
so.n operated o·n.e farm on his own account and another as a hired 
ma1:1ager, or when a person managed· se¥eral farms, each for a 
differe•nt employer. For the few reports of two or more farms 
operat'ed by the same person, the· additional farms were likewise 
included in ·the "n.ot reporting" groups in the. classifications 
by age and b;y work off :rarm. 

It sho·uld be noted that the number of "!arm operator~' usually 
~oes l!o~ tl'l.clude lancnords,employers of farm managers, or part­
!J,ers c;I.Ji' :re:la,t1 vas who· may spend all or much of their time (u­
rect.ing, s-upervising, or assistiqg the farm ope,rator. Such 
Pers€lns are 1.ncluded as ;Cs,rm operators only if operating farms 
on thetr own ac.count. N'ei ther doe•s the number of farm operators 
include persons such as landlords, hired workers, relatives, or 
others who· carried on some. agri Cl.llt.ural operations ·of their own 
on farms o•pers,ted primarUy by others. 

It shouid. be kept in mind that the term "farm operator" does 
not rarer to o·ccupation. Many·.person.s 'who 9le classified as farm 
operators because they are responsible for the agricultural 
op_erauo.n.s .on places in.cluded as farms under the census defini­
tion are engaged primarily in some other occtiJDat1on. In urban 
and industr1.al areas parti.cularly, fanning is often secondary 
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to some other occupation. In addition, many retired or semi­
retired persons return to the land for security. Many of the 
farms of these part-time operators and retired or semi-retired 
persons represent limited agricultural production primarily for 
home use. Persons.other than the one specified as directly re­
sponsible for the opera,tion of the farm are excluded even though 
they may spend their full time at work on.the farm. 

A farm, for census purposes, is an operating unit,not an ownership 
trect;'aiid consists of all the land on which some agricultural opera­
tions are performed by one person. A farm may consist of a number of 
separate tracts,not necessarily adjacent,held ~der different tenures, 
as when one tract is owned and another is rented by the farm operator. 
When a landowner has several tenants, renters, or croppers, the land 
operated by each is considered a separate farm, Thus, dn a plantation, 
the limd operated by each cropper, renter, or tenant is a separate 
farm. Tracts of less than 3 acres are considered farms only if their 
ailricultural products for the calendar year precedin.g the census date· 
were valued at $250 ar more, 

This definition is essentially the same as that used in 
previous censuses. Differences in definition would, in general, 
affect only the number of farms of under 3 acres and this group 
has never been particularly- important, amounting to only 1.7 
percent of all farms in 1945. In periods of high prices, every­
thing else being equal,more tracts of land of less than 3 acres 
would be included as farms· than in periods of low prices. In 
1945, there was a considerable increase over 1940 in the number 
of farms of under 3 acres. 

Farm operators reporting, as used in. the tables, denotes the num­
ber of operators for whom the· specified items shown in the particular 
table were reported. 

Thus, in 1945, out or a·total of 5,859,169 farm operators, 
1,570,351' were reported as viorking off their farms in 1944 for 
.pay o~ profit,as sho~TI in the tables herein. If the enumerators 
had secured reports for .all farm operators who worked off their 
farms in 1944,the number of operators reporting this item would 
represent the total number of farm operators working off their 
farms. Inasmuch as reports were not secured from· all farm ·opera~ 
tors,the number of operators reporting represents a minimum for 
that item. 

Presentation. -The statistics are presented ln such manner 
as to .provide. an over-all picture for the ):Jni ted States,,for the 
major geographic areas, and for the several States. The infor­
mation has been arranged to. fac1li tate comparison of one area 
with another. Average~> and percentages are provided as aids in 
interpreting the data. Some of the derived data do not appear 
in the tables with the base figures. Comparable figures from 
earlier censuses provide a measure of the changes that have 
occurred from census to census. For the United States, all 
available comparative data are shown; and for the regions, di­
visions, and states, only comparative data for selected census 
years, or for selected items, are shown. AnY significant lack 
of comparability is indicated by headnotes, footnotes,. or the 
wording of .the stub or the column headings. The text discussion 
for the various items gives further information on the compara-' 
bility of the data. An outline map showing the States and the 
geographic divisions and regions for Which totals are shown 
appears in the. Introduction to tl:lis volume. 

The tabular presentation is supplemented by a visual, or 
graphic, presentation through the use of maps and bar charts. 
TWo of the maps are on.a state-unit basis, while all the others 
are on a county-unit basis. The number of dots on a ·map prepared 
on a county-unit basis does not always reflect the correct Sta'IB 
total. Thus, for the dot map showing the number of farm opera­
tors under 25 years of age for which 1 dot represents 100 opera­
tors, any .:ounty having as many as 50 operators under 25 years 
ola but less than 150 opeTators in this age group, received 1 
dot. counties having less than 50 operators under 25 years old 
received no dots. Following this procedure, Florida, with 964 
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230 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945 
Table 1.-F'ARM OPERATORS IN EACH COLOR :AND TENURE 

["Whi te 1' includes Mexicans; "nonwhi ten· inc:ludes Negroes,' Indians., ·Chi·nes~ 1 .Japanese, 

I REPORTING AGE i Not 
COLOR , TENURE I AND YEAR All I 

operators reporting 

Total 
Under 25 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 yea·rs Av.erage age 
·years years years years years and over· age 

All farm. operators .... , ......•....................... :1945 ... 5,859,169 5,793,024 148,486 844,579 :1,332,683 1,441:,762 1,172,359 850,155· 48 .• 7 66,145 
1940. 5,096,799 5,835,950 233,355 949,350 1,250,893 ·1,4:!7 ,-561 l,1(6,54Q 828,251 48.0 .260,849 
1930. 6,288,648 6,073,523 371,679 l,049,C52 ~,452,425 1,459,959. 1,064,-034 676,374 (*J 215,125 
1920. 6,448,343 6,364,163 383,680 1,333,020 1,5'37,'519 1,482,494 993.771 lj83,679 (*) 84,180 
1910 •• 6,361,502 6,339,476 419,830 1,413,876 1,571,469 1,432,767 ·, 947,524 554,510 (*) 22,026 

11900. 25,649,008 5,635,747 2'75,098 1,194,482 1,409,829 1,296,14'7 i. 864,769 595.,442' (*) i1.3,261 

11890 •• (3) 1,082,620 
v 

(*) (•) 4,767,179 218,531 1,182,056 1,034,792 1,249,180 
II 

Owners ...................... 00 •••• •o. •o •o. o•o •• ••o .l945o 3,961,863 3,928,529 41,015 391,163 All.,575 1,045,310 ' 921,431 718,035 51.5 33,334 
1940. 3,699,177 3,552,109 47,518 ~32,806 668,120 950,1366 859;733 693,066 52.1 147.,068 
1930. 3,568,394 3,447,119 47,256 334,789 766,025 942,629 793,861 562,559 (*) 121,275 
1920. 3,925,090. 3,6'13,0.34 87,400 ·561,442. 938,"174 1,021,445 780;579 483,994 (*) 52,056 
1910. 3,948,'122- 3,934,968 97,690 620,961 969,859' 1,036,493 741,614 468,351 (*) 13,754 
1900. 3,638,403 3,631,036 76,419 541,064 908,250 916,375 ' 683,475 505,453' (*) 7,367 

v 
1890. 3,142,746 (3) 71,140 539,470 756,555 748,609 1,026, g·;~~ (*) (•.) 

" Full owners o ••••••••• o ••• o ••••••••••• o ••• o ••• o •• 1945. 3,301,361 3,269,570 31,465 295,509 6U,432 853,276. ' 785,499 662,389' 52.3 . 31,791 
1940. 3 ,084,138. 2,957,775 39,~70 267,708 526,140 759,354 728,164 636,53.9 52.8 126,363 
1930. 2,911,644 2,808,122 37,395 250,764 576,845 747,751 678,233 517,134 (*) 103,522 
1920. 3,366,510 3,320,649 68,081 443,272 771,'!82. 876,813 704,526 456,475 (*) 45,861 
1910. 3,354,897 3,342,361 78,130 490,008 788,815 880,140 . 663,107 442,161 (*,) 12,536 

Part owners ........ 0 o o •• •••• o. o •• o. o ....... o. o ••••• 1945. 660,502 658,959 9,550 95,654 170,143 192,034 135,932 155,646 47.4 1,543 
1940. 615,039 594,334 '1. ,648 65,098 141,980 191,512 131,569 56,527 48.9 20,705 
1930. 656.750 638,997 9,861 84,025 189,180 194,878. 115,628 45,425 (*) 17,753 
1920. 500,5~1) 552,385 19.,319 118,170 166,692 144,632 76,053 27,519 (•) 6,195 
1910. 593,825 592,607_' 19,560 130,953 181,044 156,353 18,507 26,190 (*). 1,218 

Managers .....•. o ••• o •••• o ••• •••••••••• , , •.••••••••• • 1945. 38,885 37,168 : 750 6,632 >o,305 10,128 6,659 2,694 45.9 1,'117 
1940. 86,351 31,984 1,39~ 7,654 8,491 7,"192 4,81"1 1,831 43.5 4,367 
1930. 55,889 50,957 2,782 11,193 14,601 12,340 '1,·.044 3,007 (*) 4,932 
1920. 68,449 66,636 5,484 17,983 18,757 14,063 7,226 3,123 (*) 1,813 
1910. 58,104 56,846 4.820 1~,'10~ 16,212 11,'124 5,8~0 2,550 (*) 1.,258 

All tenants ••...•...••.•.•.•....•.....•......•..•.•• 1945. 1,858,4·21' 1,827,327 106,721 446,784 510,803 389.,324 . 244.,269 129,425 •42.9 31,094 
1940. 2,361,271 1 2,251,857 184,438 608,1390 574,282 468,903 28il.,990 133;354 41.5 109,4"1~ 

1930. 2,664-;365. ' 2,575,447 32:1,641 703,·080 671,799 - 504,990 263,129 110,808 (*) 88,91.8 
1920. 2,454,804 I 2,424,493 : 290,?96 753,595 630,588 446,986 205.966 96,562 . (*) 30,311 
1910. 2,354,676 2,347,662 -316,820 777,215 585,398 384,490" 200.,070 83,669 (*) 7.014 

4 1900. 2,010,605 2,004,711 198,679 653,418 501,579 379,772 1 181,294 09,969, (*) 5,894 

41890. 1",624,433 (3) 
v 

(*) (3) 147 ,3~1 543,150 425,501 286,183 2~:.:.,!!: .. 
A 

White farm operators .••. o, • ••••• ,. o•., •••• o •••• o, •• 1945. 5,169,954 5,113,595 : 113,920 731,848 1,170,251 1,285-,803 ~ 1 ~ 054.;_061 757,712' 49.0 56,359 
1940·. 5,37:'1,'728 5,156,433 l 181,768 813;305 1,104,155 1,276,129 1_,036,022 743,054 48.4 221,295 
1930. 5,372,578 . 5,1~,239 271,466. 875,914 1,259,651 '1,247 ,069 93o,r78 603,961 (*) 184,339 
1920. 5,498,454 5,425,659 293,796 1,142;232 1,!363 ,044 1,246,55.9 872,861 507,167 (*) '12,795 
1910. 5,440,-619 ' .5,423,927 : 330,574 1,197,452 1,344,237 1,24~,727. 832,3i2 485,625 (*J 16,692 

Full owners •.•... ; ................................. 1945. 3,],26,212 3,095·,732 ' 29,635 282,122 609,919 808,?.55 H4,85~ 6·20,948 52.3 30,480 
1940. 2,91:6,562 2,796,788! 35,918 251,517 498,853 720,688 691,845 59'1,96,'7 52.8 119,774 
1930. 2,752,7137 

2,654,6761:1 
34,233 237,485 549-,577 704,982 640,653 48'1 ,746 (*) 98,111 

1920. 3,174,109 3,130,49e, ; 63.,309 422,907 732,080 821,555 665,154 425,493 (*) 43,61:1 
1910 •. 3,159,088 3,149 1 li04 ,I 72,751 461,956 746,053 q29,59F' 625,275 413,474 (*) 9,984 

Part owners ......... o••• •• ••• , •••••••••••••••• •• 1945. 629,734 628,26'0 : 9,252 92,979 163,359 182,9n 128,677 51,022 47.3 1,474 
1940. 581,517 662,227 : 7,110 62,136 135,324 181,697 123,924 . 52,036 48.7 1~ ,290 . 1930. 612,887 596,221 : 9,098 79,993 179,418 180,310 106.,219 41,183 (*l 16 ,o66 
1920. 517,759 512,081 17,652 111,961 156,417 132,229,' 69,o4l 24,131 (*) 5,728 
1910. 548,413 547 ,sao·· 18,259 123,606 168·,926. 143.,846 70,5.C\O 22,613 (*) 1,093 

Mar,ag.:.:o.·s •• .- ••• o •••••••••••••••••• o •••••••••••••• 1945. 38,263 56,568 738 6,541 10,128 9,·949 6.,574 2,638 45.8 1,695 
1940. 35,634 31,327 1,375 7,572 8,319 ·1i:~:~ I 

4,.678 il.,786 43.4 4,307 
1930. 52,'16.7 47,992 2,730 10,753 13,781 6,660 2,936 (*) 4,775 
1920. 66,223 64,466 ' 5,300" 17,523 1~.165 1,3,500 6 ..• ·970 8,008 (*) 1,757 

1910. 56,560 55,322 4,698 15,3il.5 15,786 11,394 • 5,6&4 2,465 (*) 1,238 
All tenants .••••..••..••....••.•......... o ••••• 1945. 1,375,745 1,353,035 74,295 35b,206 386 ,8~5 284,628 173,.95~ 83,104 42.4 22.,710 

1940. 1,844,015 1,766,091 137,365 492,080 461,659 368,147 215,575 91_,265 41.3 77,924 
1930. 1,954,137 1,1989,350 225,405 547,683 516.,875 350,645 ' 17.6,646 "72,-096 .(*.) 64,,787 

1920. 1,'140,363 1,718,664 201,535 589,841 456,382 279,275 131,096 54,535 (*) 21 ,69~ 
1910. 1,676,558 1,672,171 234,866 586,575 413,472 209,392. 130,793 47,073 (*)· 4,387 

Nonwhite farm operators .•.••....•. , •....... o o •••••• 1945. 689,215 679,429 34,566 112,731 162,432. 158,959 118,?.98 92,443 46.7 9,786 

1940. 719,071 679,517 51,587 136,045 146,738 149,4132 110,518 85,197 45 .• 3 39,554 

1930. 916,070 885,284 100,213 173,138 192,774 212,890 133,856· 72,413 ·(*.) ae ,?as 
1920. 949,88~ 938,504 89,884. 190,788 224,475 235·,935 1 120,910 '76,.512 (•) 11,385 

],910. 920,1383 915,549 88,756 226,4?.4 £27',232 188,9BO , 115,212 68,945 (•) 5,334 

Full owners ................................... 0 •• 1945. 175,149 173,838 1,-830 13,387 31.-513- 45·,'021 40,646 41,441 53;8 1,311 

1940. 167,576 160,987 3,952 16,191 27,28"7 38,666 36,31g 38,~72 52.5 6,589' 

1930. 158,857 . 153,446 3,162 13,279 27,26"8" 42.,969 37,580 ~9,388 (*) 5,411 

1920. 192,401 190,151 4,772 ' 20,365 39,402 55,258 39,372 . 30-,982 (*) 2,250 

1910. 195,809 '. 193,257 5,379 '· 28,052. 42,7·62 50,545 3?,832 28,687 (*) 2,552 

Part owners ••• , o •••••• ••••••• · •••••••• o o •••••• o •• 1945 .• 30,768"' 30,69.9 298 2",675 6;784 ,. 9·,0.63 v·,255 4,624 50;7 69 

1940 •• 33,522' 32,10.7 538· 2,962 6-,65~ 9,815 7,6~ 4,491. 50.3 1,415 

1930 •• 43,863 ; 42,776 763 4,032 9,762 14,568 9,409 4,242 (*) 1,087 

1920 •• 40,821 ' 40,354_. 1,667 6,209 10,275 12,403 .6.,.412 3,.3~.· (*)- 467 

1910 •• 45,412 i 45,277 1,301 7,347 12,11.8 13,007 .7,92?' 3,~'17 (*) 135 

llanagors ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1945 •• 622: 600 12 91 177 179 85 56. 46.4 22 

1940 •• 717.- 657· 24 82 172 195 139 45 46 .• 9 60 

1930 •• 3,122,: 2,965 52. 430 820 1,208 384 71 (*). 157 

1920 •• 2,2::':6: 2·,170 184. 460 592 563 256 U5. {*) 56 

1910 •• 1,544 1 ,524· 122 385 426 330 176 85 f*-) 20 

All tenants ............... ; ..................... 1945 •• 482,676 ' 474,292 32,41!6 96,578 123,958 104,696 70,312 46,322 44.0 8,384 

1940 •• 5l7 .~56. · 485.,766· 47 ,07~ 116,810 U2,623 1oo,75o 66,415 4·2,089. 42.5 31,490 

1930 •• '110,228 686·,097 . 96,236 155,399 154,924 154,345 86,.483 38,7:12 (*l 24,131 

1920 •• -714,441 705,829·: 83.,26t 163,754 174,206 167,.711 : 74,870 42,.027' (*r 8,612 

1910 •• 678,118 6'15,~91 : 81,954 190,640 il.7l,926. 125,098 69,277 36.,596 (*) 2,62:"l 

*Not available. 
lin 1900 the mua.ber or occupants or tarm homes was 88,364 less than the number ot fa·rm operators., while in .1890 the number c.r occUpants or !'uru1 -homes .PXC.eeded the number 

or rarm operator~ by 202,538. · · · 
2 Exe1udes 40 1872 occupants or term homes with form of tenure· not reported. 
'Not shown in the reports of the CensUs ot 1890, as tl:'e number not reporting age was distribu-ted among t·he several age ,groupe. 
4 Ine1udes -managers. 
DLess than 0.05 perca!lt. 
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Ct..~~~{, PV A'~E, F'OR .THE 1J'HTED $TATES: 1890 TO 1945. 

and' 81.!1 o·,ther .n6nwh1 te· races. FigureS for d-iviSions- and States in. tables 7 and a] 

PERCENT DXSTRIBUTION. OF OPERATO!lS IN EhCH TENURE CLASS, 3Y AGE PERCENT DISTRI3UTION OF OPERATORS nt Eh.GH AGE ~ROL'F, BY -rl~if.G::; 

C0ll0R·,. Ta:NURE 1. AND ¥EAR Under ' 1 25 .to 35 to 45 -to 55 .to 65 ·yea·rs Operators Under 25 to 35 to 45 to 55 to 65 years 

25 34 44 54 64 and reporting 25 34 44 54 64 and 

years yea-rs years Yea-rs years over ago years years years years years over 

Ali farm qpera·to'rs ....... ·-· ...... . 1945 .. 2,6 14,? 23 .• 0 24,9 20.2 14;7 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

194p •• 4.0 16.3' 21.4 24.5 19.6 14.2 100,0 100 .• 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1930 •• 6.1 17.3 23.9 24.0 17,5 ll.l 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1920.: 6.0 20.9 24.9 23.3 15.6 9.2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1910. 6,6 22.3 24.8 2Z.-6 14.9 8.7 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
11900 .. 4.9 21.2 25.0 23.0 ~~ 100.0 100.0 ioo.o 100,0 100,0 ~ . 
11890 .• 4,6 22,7 24.8 21.7 26.2 !") 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

oWne:rs •.. •.••••.••.•.••.•••...•.• ,1945._. 1.0 10.0 20.7 26.6 23.,5 18.3 67.8 27,6 46.3 60.9 72.4 ~ . '1.940. 1.3 9.4 18.8 26.8 24.2 19,5 60,9 20.4 35,1 53,4 66.6 75.0 83.7 

1930. 1.,4 9 .• 7. 2?.2 27,3 23.0 16,3 56.8 12.7 31.9 52.7 64.6 .74.6 83.2 
. 1920.; 2.3 14.5 24.2 26.4 20,2 12.5 60,9 22.8 42.1 59.1 68,9 78.5 82.9 

1910. ;, 2.5 15.8 24.6 . 26,3 18.8 11.9 62.1 23 .• 3 43.9 61.7 72.3 78,3 84,5 

1900 •• 2.1. 14.9 25.0 25.2 . 18.9 
v 

13.9. 64.4 27.8 45.3 64.4 70.7 '-~ 
1890 .. 2.3 17,2 24,1 23.8 32.7 (3) 32.6 49.8 64.0 72.3 82.2 

Full owners ••.•.•• ;·-·- ..•••••• ~1945 •. 1.0 9,0 19.6 2'),1 24.0 20,3 56,4 21,2 35,0 48,1 59.1 ~ 
1.9110.;; 1.3 9.1 17,8 25;7 24.6 21.5 50.7' 17.1 28.2 42.1 53.2 63.5 75.9 

1930 .. 1,3 8,9 20.5 26.6 24.2 18.4 46.2 .10.1 23.9 39,7 51.2 63.7 76.5 

1920 .. 2.1 13.3 23.2 26'.4 21.2 13.7 52 . .:: 17.7 33,3 48.6 59.1 70.9 78.2 

19i0 •. 2.~ 14.7 23.6 26.3 19,8 13.2. 52.7 18,6 34,7 50.2 61.4 70.0 79.7 

Pa~:t owners,., •.••••.•..•.. · .• 1945 •. 1.4 14.5 25.8 29.1 20,6 8.4 11.4 6.4 11.3 12,8 13.3 11.6 6.5 

1940 .. 1.3 11.0 2;:1.~ 32,2 22.1 9,5 10.2 3,3 6.9 11.4 13.4 11.5 6.8 

1930 .• 1.5 13.1 2~.6 30.5 18.1 . 7.1 10.5 2.7 8,0 13.0 13.3 lC.9 6.7 

1920 .. 3.5 21.4 30.2 26.2 13.8 5.0 8.7 5.0 8.'9 10.5 9.8 7.7 4.7 
.. 

1910. 3,3 22.1 30,6 26.4 13.2 4.4 9.3 4.7 9,3 11.5 10.9 8.3 4.7 

Man~ge:rs •• .-.••. ;·., o . .... -••.. · ....... ~ . • 1945. ~ 2.0 17.8 27.7 27,2 17.9 7.2 0,6 0.5 0.8 o.8 0.7 0.6 0.3 

1940.; 4.4 23.9 26.5 24.4 15.1 5.7 0.5 0.6. o.8 0.7 0.5 0.4 C.2 

1930 .. 5.5 2'1.9 28.7 24.2 13.8 5o2 o.8 0.7 1.1 1.0 o.8 0.7 0,4 

1920 .• 8.2 27.0 28.1 21.1 10.8 4,7 l.O 1.4 1.3 1.2 0,9 0.7 0.5 
1910 •. 8,5 27.6 28.5 20.6 10.3 4.5 0.9 1.1 1.1 1.0 o.8 0.6 0.5 

All ... t~nti11ts.' .. !~~ •• ••• _ ••.••••••••• • 1945 .. 5.8 24,5 28·0 21.3 13.4 7.1 31.5 71.9 52.9 38.2 26.9 20.8 15.2 

1940 .. 8,2 27 .o . 25.5 20,FI 12.5 5,9 38.6 79.0 64.1 45.9 32.8 24.6 16.1 

1930 •• 12.5 27 .!3 26,1 19,6 10.2 4.3 42.4 86.5 67 .o 46.3 34.6 24 .• 7 16.4 

1920 •• 12.0 31.1 26.0 18.4 8.5 4.0 38.1 75.8 56.5 39.7 30.2 21),7 16.5 
1910 •• 13.5 33.1 24.~ 16.4 8.5 3.6 37 .o 75,6 55.0 37.3 26.8 21.1 15.1 

419:)0 .. ·9.9 32,6 25.0 18,9 9.0 4.5 35,6 72.2 54.7 35.6 29.3 ~ 
~189Q,,, 9 .• 1 33.4 26.2 17,6 13.7 (3) 67.4 50,2 36.0 27.7 17.8 

WM-te· fa-rin opera-tors ...... ~ .... -,):g45., ~ 2.2 '14.3 22.9 25.1 20.6 14.8 100.0 100.0 100.0 lCO.O 100.0 ~ 
1940 .. 3;5 15.8 . 21.4 24.8 20,1 14.4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1930 .•• 5.2' 16.9 24.3 24,0' 17,9 ll .6 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1920 •• 5.4 21.1 25.1 23.0 16.1 9.3 lOO.C 100.0 100.0 100.0 lCO.C 100.0 100.0 

1910.; 6.i 21.9' 24.8 22.9 15.3 9.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Full owners ......... ~.~ ..... 19-45~. ,·1.0 9.1 19.7 26.1 24.1 20.1 60.5 26,0 38,5 52.1 62.9 70.7 82.0 

1940 .. 1.3 . 9.0 17.8 25,8 24.7 21.4 54.2 19.8 30,9 46.2 56.4 66.8 80.5 
1930 .. 1.3 8.9 20.7 26.6 24.1 18.4 51.2 12.6 27.1 43.6 56.5 68.9 80.8 

1920 .. 2.0 13.5 23.4 26.2 21,2 13.6 57,7 21.5 37 .o 53.7 65.9 76.2 83.9 

. 1910 .. 2.3 14.7 23.7 26.3 19.9 13.1 58.1 22.0 38,9 55.5 66,7 75,1 85.1 

ra.·rt owners ... ·-· .•.•. 0 •••••• 194~>" .• 1,5 14.8 26.0 29.1 20.5 8.1 12.3 8.1 12,7 14.0 14.2 12.2 6.7 

1940 .. 1,3 11.1 24.1 32.3 22.0 9.3 10,9 3.9 7.6 12.3 14,2 12.0 7.0 

1930 •. ; 1.5 13.4 30.1 30,2 17.8 6. 9 11.5 3.4 9,1 14.2 14.5 11.4 6.8 

1920.; 3,4 21:9 30.5 25.8 13.6 4,7 9,4 6.0 9.8 11,5 10.6 8.0 4.8 
; 19];0 •• 3,3 22.6 30.9 26,2 12.9 4.1 10.1 5.5 10.4 12.6 11.5 8,5 4.7 

~nage:r_s ••. • , •• ··;···-· ...••... · . . 1945. ~ 2.0. 17,9 27,7 27.2' r8;o 7.2 0,7 0.6 0.9 0.9 o.8 0.6 0.3 

];940 .. 4.4 24;2 26.6 24·,3 I 14.9 5,7 0.6 0.8 0.9 o.8 0.6 0.5 0,2 

.. 1930.; 5,7 22.4 28;7 23,2 ' 13.9 6.1 0.9· 1.0 1.2 1.1 0.9 0,7 0,5 

1920 .. 8.2 27.2 28.2 20,9 10.8 4.7 1.2 1.8 1.5 1.3 l.l 0.8 0,6 

1910 .. 8.5 27.7 28.5 20,6' 10.2 4.5 l.O 1.4 1.3 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.5 
A•ll -tellan·t,s ••. ~-· ~ •••••..... ,il.945 •• 5.5 25.9 28,6 21.0 12.9 6,1 26,5 65.2 47,9 33.1 22.1 16.5 11.0 

1940 •• 7.8 27.9 26 .• 1 20.8 12.2 5.2 34,3 75.6 60',5 41.8 28.8 20,8 12,3 

1930 .. 11.9 29.0 27.4 18.6 9.3 3.8 36.4 83.0 62.5 41.0 28.1 19.0 11.9 
1920 .. 12.1 34.3 26.6 l6.2 7.6 3,2 31.7 70,6 51.6 33,5 22.4 15.0 10.8 

1910•. 14.0 35.1 . 24.7 15;5 7.8 2 .• 8 30.8 71.0 49.4 30,8 20.9 15.7 9.7 

Nonwhi:t·e.· f~~· opera·to·ii"s ..•...•.. 1945· .• 5.~ 16 .• 6 23•9 23.4 1704 13.6 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1940.; 7,6 20.0 21.6 22.0 16.3 12.5 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1930 .. "11.3' 19.6 21.8 24.0 15.1 8.2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1920.; 9,6 20.3 23,9 25,1 12.9 8.2 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100 .• 0 100.0 100.0 
1910 .. 9.7 24 .• 7 24.8 20' 6 12.6 7.5 100.0 100.0 ];00.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 

1i'ft;li owners ••..•••.. -.•.•..... 194;; .• 1.1 7.7 ~8.1 z;-;9 23.4 23,8 25.6 5.3 11.9 19.4 28.3 34.4 44.8 
1940 •• 2.5 10.1 16.9 24,0 22.6 24.0 23.7 7.7 11,9 18.6 25,9 32.9 45.3 
1930 •• 2',1 8.7 17.8 27.9 24.5 19.2 17,3 S.2 7.7 14.1 20.1 28.1 40,6 

1920 .. 2,5 10.7 20,7 29.1 20 •. 7 16.3 20,3 5,3 10.7 17.6 23.4 32,6 40,5 

19il0 .. 2·.8 14.5 22.1 26.2 19',6 14.8 21.1 6.1 12·4 18.8 26,7 32.8 41.6 
Pa-r,~ owners-•.. ~-··: •••..•.••..• .:1945 •.• 1 •. o 8.7 22.1 29,5 23,6 15.1 4.5 0.9 2.4 4.2 5.7 6.1 5.0 

1940 .. l:J 9,2 20,7 30.6 23.8 14,0 '4,7 1.0 2,2 4.5 6.6 6,9 5.3 
];930 •• loB 9 .• 4 22.8 34.1 22.0 9.9 ,4,8 0,8 2,3 5,1 6.8 7.0 5,9 

1920···· 4.]; 15.4 2!5.e 30,7 15 .. 9 8,4 4.3 1.9 3.3 4.6 5,3 5.3 4.4 

19~0 .. 2.9 16,2 26.8 28,7 17.5 7,9 4.9 1,5 3.2 5.3 6.9 6,9 5,2 

Ma:nEige:r~-·-. ·-·· .................. .. 194·5, • 2.0 15.2 29.5 29.8' .14.2 9,3 0.1 (5) 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0,1 

1940 .. 3,7 12.5 26.2 29.7 21.2 6.8 0.1 (5) a.1 0.1 o.l 0.1 0.1 

1930 •.• 1.8 14;5 27.7 40" ![3,0 2,4 0.3 0.1 0,2 0.4 0.6 0.3 0.1 

r92o .. 8.5 21.2 27.3 25;9 11.8 5.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 o.s' 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Al: 1910 .. 8.0 25.3 28.0 2.1.7· 11.5 5,6 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 
l: tenants .................. 1945 •• ·. 

5.;e 20.4 26.1 22;1 14.8 9;8 
69,8 J 93,8 85.7 76.3 65.9 59,4 50.1 

1940 .. 9•,7• 24,0' '23,2 20,7 13.7 8;.7 71.5 91.2 85,9 76.8 67.4 60.1 49.4 
193.0 •• 14.0: 22.6 22.6 22;5 12.6 5.6 77,5 96.0 ~9,q 80.4 72.5 64.6 53.5 
1920,. u.s. 23,2 24 •. 7 23.8 10.6 6.0 .75,2 92,6 85.8 77 ·5 71.1 61.9 54.9 
~910>., !L2.} 28.2 25,5 ;L8,5 10,3 5,4 73.8 92,3 84.2 75,7 66.2 60.1 5S.l 



232 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945 
operators in this age group, has only 4 dots, and Wyoming, with 
225 operators under 25 years of age, has no dots. 

Age of farm operator.-Phe number of white and nonwhite 
farm operators, res recti ve1y, in each of the four major tenure 
groups has been classified according to age,figures being shown 
for each .of six age groups. The table.s also include the average 
age of farm operators in each color-tenure ~roup. This average 
age represents the sum of the individual ages divided by the 
number of farm operators who reported their age. For the United 
States, for each region, and for each of the States comprising 
the South, age data are shown by tenure Within each color 
group. ·For the Northern and western States, age data are shown 
only by tenure since nonwhite operators are relatively un­
important in these regions. In volume I,in which data are pre­
sented by counties, the number of all farm operators is shown 
for four age groups only, those under 55 years of age being 
grouped into two classes instead of four as in this report, and 
tenure figures are restricted to the average ap;e of owners and 
tenants, respectively. No age data b:v color of operator are 
shown by counties. Volume I, however, shows in State table 5 
for each state, including those in the" North and the West, both 
the number of operators in each of the six age groups and the 
average age for each tenure within each color group. 

Following are brief descriptions of the color and tenure 
classifications for which age distributions and averages are 
shown. For a more complete discussion of these terms, see 
chapter III, Color and tenure of farm _operator. 

Color classification: 
White farm operators include Mexicans. 
Nonwhite farm operators include Negroes, Indians, Chinese, 
~e, and all other nonwhite races. 

Tenure classification: 
Owners own all, or a portion, of the land they operate. 

Full owners own all the land they operate. 
Part owners own a part and rent from others the remainder of 
the land they operate. 

Managers operate farms for othezs and receive wages or salaries 
for their services. 
~ operate hire~ or rented land only. 

'~'he age distribution of farm operators classified l;ly color 
and tenure has been obtained for each decennial census, begin­
ning with 1910. No information on age of operator was obtained 
at the mid-decennial censuses of 1925 and 1935. The censuses of 
population for 1890 and 1900 included a classification of occu­
pants of farm hcmes by age groups. Although these data are on 
a slightly different basis, the relative age distribution in 
each tenure class is approximately comparable with the age dis­
tribution of farm operators for the 1910 and subsequent decennial 
censuses. These data, therefore, are presented for historical 
comparisons. 

The average age of operators is shown in the tables for 1945 
and 1940, the only years for which a true average is available. 
In the 1930 anct 1920 reports, figures on the average age of 
operators tor 1920 and 1910 are given in the text discussion, 
but these represent only approximations based on the age 
distribucions. 

In 1945, farm operators for the United States as a whole 
averaged only 0.7 of a year older than in 1940." Although this 
increase in the average age was attributable primarily to the 
loss of the younger men to the armed services and to war indus­
tries, it also continues a trend noticeable in several previous 
censuses. Between 1940 and 1945, there was a decrease of 16.0 
percent in the number of farm operators under 35 years of age, 
with those under 25 decreasing by 36.4 percent. With this loss 
ot younger men, many of the older operators continued farming 
and some landlords took over the operation of farms lett by 
tenants. The most striking change was the increase. of 81,790, 
or 6.5 percent, in the number of operators in the 35-to-44-age 
group which exceeded the combined increase of 64,924 for all 
groups of 45 years and older. The number of farm operators 45 
to 54 years of age increased by 17,201; those operapors 55 to 
64 years of age, by 25,819; and those 65 years old/afld over, by 
21,904. These increases are more significant when it is con­
sidered that the number of all farms decreased by 237,630 during 
this period. 

Increases in the age of farm operators have been noticeable 
at each census since 1910. The proportion of operators 45 years 
old and over in 1945 was 59.9 percent; in 1940, it was 58.3 

AGE OF FARM OPERATORS - NUMBER OF OPERATORS REPORTING, 
BY TENURE, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1910 TO 1945 
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percent; in 1830, it was 52.7 percent; in 1920, it was 48.1 
percent; and in HllO, it was 4'3.3 percent. Generally, the opera­
tors of farms in 1945 were several years older when they be­
gan operating farms than was true for several previous censuses. 
Also, they are continuing to operate their farms until an older 
age. Each census since 1910 has sl1own a decrease in each of 
the two ·age groups· under 35 years of age and an increa~e in the 
number of operators in the two an:e groups ahove 55. The 45-to-
54-age group has remained fairly constant. 

The largest number of operators, at each census begiNning 
with 1930, was in the 45-to-54-age group. This indicates that 
up to this age more persons begin operating farms on their own 
account than quit farming and that after this age the number 
ceasing to farm exceeds those who are beginning. Prior to 1930 
the largest number of operators was in the 35-to-44-age group. 

Farm operators in the South averaged slightly younger than 
the operators in the North and the west. However, the average 
age of operators 1n the south was materially higher in 1945 than 
in l940,wh1le in the North and the west the average was slightlY 
lower. The average varied a great deal from one State to another, 
ranging from 45.3 years for North Dakota to 53.2 ror New Hampshire. 

ownership of farms is associated with operators in the higher 
age groups. In the 1945 census, owners averaged 8. 7 years older 
than tenant operators. The average age for full owners was 52.3 
years and for part owners 47.4 years, as compared with 42.8 for 
tenants. More than two-thirds or the owners reporting age were 
in the three groups 45 years and older and more than one-half 
of all tenants were in the thre·e groups under 45 years of age. 
The proportion of tenancy decreased With the increase in the age 
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of operaters. There were approxinately two and ·one-half tunes 
as na!IY -tenants as thel'e were owners in tl:!e under 25-year group. 
rn the 35-to-44-year gFoup the ewners exceeded the tenants by 
ne·arly tlhree-f1fths. Hc:>wever; the !lumber of teRants in this 
age gro•up was greater than for any o·ther age gr,oup, numbering 
510,803 or about two-sevenths of all tenants. In tl:!e 65 and 
.over group there were more than !1 ve tlmes aS' many owners as 
tenants. The .greatest difference :Ln tl:!e ages of owners and 
tenants was in Iowa, the difference being 10.7 years. 

The J11ghest average age reperted for any State ·was 53.5 for 
owners 1n ~ew Hampshire,. 53.4 fer owners in. Rhode Island and 
Illinois.,47.2 for tenants in West Virginia.,and 47.0 for tenants 
in New Hampshire. The youngest owners and the youngest tenants 
were reperted in North Dakota, averaging 47.7 and 39.0 years, 
respe ct1 vely. 

Betwee·n 1940 attd 1945, ·there were decreases in the propor­
tio-n of tenancy ror each age group.· There were also decreases 
tn the nl:Uilber er tenants in each age group, but the largest de­
crease, 42.1 percent, :was in the group "Under 25 ;Years" and t.he 
next largest, 25.6 percent, was in the group 1125 to 34 years." 
For full pw!llers, there was a decrease of 21.1 ];lercent in the 
nwnber :reporting in the group "under 25 years," but there were 
increases in an other age groups. 

Fer the United states as a whole, nonwl:!i te operators were 
young!'lr than white operators, the averages being 45.7 and 49.0 
years, respectively. However, nonwhite operators show a less 
proport:tonate decrease i!ll .te-nancy as the age ef the operator 
il'lcr'eases. ·consequently, nenWhite full owners, part owners, 
and tenants were. older thaa White operators in the corresponding 
tenure· gro~ps. 

Res·i<!ence of fa.rm OJilera.tor.-Infonnatioa was obta1nsi in 
1945 oh whether or not the operator lived en the farm he was 
operating. The question read "Does the operator live on this 
farm? {Yes or Ne .) " Data as to the residence of . the farm 
eperater have bee•!ll Gbtatned for ·only two censuse·s, 1945 and 
1940. Creppers and tenaats on multiple units (or plantations) 
were considered _as l1 v1ng o!ll their farms regardless of whether 
er not. they 11 ved on the ·particular tract of land which they 
operated. Replies of "Yes" were also accepted whea it was evi­
dent that the 0perator considered himself li<ing oil the farm 
eperated, eve-n though there were n.o occupied dwellings on the 
farm as err t;he cens-us date. In 1945, fo·r the United States as 
a whole, there were 15,84'3 rarm operators reporting restder:~e .on. 
farms,with no. report of occupied dwellings. For example,a tract 
of lSJnd represe,nting; one ownership unit is often thought or 
locally as o-ne f!!.rm,.even though it is divided .between two opera­
ters. 'l'his is particularly true 1f there is only one residence 
and both e1perators reside. therein. The operator. who resides on 
the ownership t:r.act., but actually does not reside on the portien 
assigned to hi-m, may be reported to be residing on his farm. 
Also, an eperator living on t·he iarn{ a portion of the year, but 
away !rem the farm on the census date, may be included in the 
figu;res row resident o,perators. 

Of 5,'796,734 farm ,operators Who answered the inquiry as to 
residence o·n the farm o.pe:rated.in the 1945 census, 5,459,841, 
o·r 94.2 _percent; answered. in the affirmative, and 336,.893, or 
.5.8" percent, answered ia .the negative. There were only 62,435, 
or 1:.1 percent, i'or whom ne report was 0btia1ned. 

Table 2.-RESIDENCE OF FARM OPERATORS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 
1945 AND 1940 

1. l!945 

~l tam Operators..................................... 5,859,169 6,096,799 

. 0pera.tors reporting aa to :r:eaildenoe •.••••.••.••.••.••••••.••. · 
·Peroe~t ·ot 811 operators . ............................... ... 

0pera·tora reporii:ng resi:dence on tam •.................... 
Perc~nt ot all operatol'ls . ..•• · .......................... . 

·Operators repor~ing residence not on tal"'IB • .......... • • • • • • 
Ope ·Pex:oent .or all operators ......................... •. • ... • • • • • · • 

rat ora not r.eport1ns: residence • ... ~ ••••.•••.••.• • ..... • • • • • • • • 

5,796,?84; 
98.9 

5,459,84J. 
98.2 

336,893 
15.7 

62,t35 

5,819,920 
95.5 

5,506,322 
90.3 

3l:3,598 
5.1 

876.,879 

There are many reasens whY seme farm operators do not, H ve 
on~ !arlllS' •. Op~ratol'S efte.n live nearby going to their rarms day 
~y: dSJyi, Farm.!!.cU.vi:ties in some areas are restr.1cted to short, 
'but rather· i\.ef'tni te periods. In such c~ses the 0-tierator may 

live at a distance from his land, oe1ng on nis farm only during 
the planting and harvesting periods. Some operators l~ve in a 
country village and operate their farms rrom the dwelling in t)1E! 
village. Utah furnishes astriking example of this type of farm 
operator 111 th about one out of every f1 ve operators not living 
on his farm at any time of the year. In the wheat-growing areas 
0f the Great Plains,operators quite often live off their farms . 
For example, for several counties in the "suitcase" farming 
areas of western Kansas, 20 to 30 percent,or more,of the opera­
tors do not live on their farms. In winter-garden areas, the 
proportion of nonresident operators is likewise high. In citrus 
areas, where the acreage is often small and it is a geperal 
practice to hil'6 much of the work done on a custom basis, many 
operators 'do not live on their farms. Often they live outsidE! 
the state in Which their land is located. some examples of out­
standing counties in each of these types of areas are shown in 
the following table: 

Table 3.-FAR!.I OPERATORS REPORTING RESIDENCE ON OR OFF FARM, FOR 
SPECIFIED COUNTIES: 1945 

Al.l tarm 
·Residence Residence No report 

STATE AND COUNTY operators on fUm not on farm •• to 
operated operated residence 

Wl;NTER-GARDEII COUNTIES 

Calitornia: 
Imperial ..........•..•.•...•....... 2,932 2,016 911 5 

Fl.orida.: 
Broward ..... ..•...........•......• : .• 1,104 301 765 38 
Dade ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,159 810 334 15 
Palm Beach •••••...•.......•.......• 1,139 •. 731 397 11 
Seminole •••.•.•.•........••...••... 6~3 471 187 5 

Texas: 
Webb ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 282 135 146 1 

CITRUS COUNTIES 

Cali rornia: 

i::~~::: ::::::::::::::::: ::; :::::: 894 676 213 5 
991 776 211 4 

Orange .. ." .•••.....•....•.•.....•.•. 5,621 3,957 1,640 24 
San Bernardino . .•.••.•.••.••.•....• 7,729 6,034 1,672 23 
V.entura •. ...........•.....•.••..••• 2,002 1,499 472 31 

Florida: 
Brevard ••••.•.••...•..........•.... 900 521 377 2 
Da Soto •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 391 251 136 4 
Indian R1 ver • ••.••••...•.•.•....••. 754 811 434 9 
Lake ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,663 1,144 506 13 
Pinellas ••••..••...••••••••...•.••.• 733 445. 279 9 
Polk ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,·794 2,572 1,102 120 
St.. Lucie •••••••.••......••..••.... 549 189 357 3 

WINTER-GARilEN AND CITRUS COUNTIES 

Calit'ornia: 
Los Angeles • ......................... 13,114 10,189 2,716 209 
Santa BarbaH ••••• •• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••, 1,381 946 407 28 

Texas: 
Hildalgo ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,616 3,481 2,060 75 

"SUITCASE" l'ARIIING COUNTIES 

Kansas: 
Finney •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 914_- 626 257 31 
Gray ......................... ;. ••••••• 662 509 144 9 
Greeley ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · •• llO 88 21 l 
Haskell ....................... • •• •· •• 327 210 ·uo 7 
Hodgeman •••. .•.••••••••.••..•.••..•• 664 -!68 190 6 
Lane ................................... ~ 454 274 173 7 
Scott .••••••......•..••.•....••.••..• 444 331 108 5 
Stevens .............................. tal 341 89 1 

VII.LAGE RESIDI!IICE COuNTIES 

Utah: 
Beaver ............................... 315 155 159 1 
Em.ery •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 742 352 876 14 
Ge.rtiald •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 350 118 231 1 
Iron •••.•••••••••••.••••••••..•.•••• 521 209 308 " J'ile.b •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 409 147 259 3 
sanpete ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,590 859 724 7 
Sevier ................................ 897 455 418 29 
Washington ••• ~ ••••. \if ••• •••••••••••• 671 257 413- 1 

Years on farm.-The number 0! years that operators had 
operated the farms theY were occupying on· the census date was 
obtained 1n reply to an 1nquirY as to the year they began opera­
ting their . rarms. Farm operators were classified into nine 
groups on the basis of the replies to this inquiry. An average 
is also shown' in the tables. 

The data .on years on !arm reflect, in .part, the stab1li_ty 
er instability ef operators on particular farms. It should be 
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Table 4.--YEARS ON FARM AS CLASSIFIED FOR EACH CENSUS, WITH THE NUMBER OF OPERATORS IN EACH CLASSIFICATION: 1910, TO 1945 

l):ac.h period includes the entire tir.le up to the next period followini) 

YEARS ON F!IRM, ~ASED ON C/I.T.E'NDfiR YFJ",RS FROM C~NSUS Th\TF. 

CENSUS DATE AXD ITE!c Less than 5 years 

r---- 5 to 9 years 10 to 14 years ·15 years and ov~r 
Less than 1 year 2 years 3 years <'): years 

1 year 

Year of occupancy 1945 1. 1944 ,1. 1943 J, 1942 '1, 1941 J. 1940 1;)59 119.lj8 Un? l1sr~s 19"5 l!:l"i4 19)::5 ll9i2 ll£'.)1 I1P.\O U':":9 a.."'ld ear!~ cr 
'----y--' '-v---'. '--y------' '-----y---' '-----y---' ~----

Operators I 
rel)orting •••••..• 238 ''110 -1663,4951 425,008 384,666 111,466 404,166 95.5,527 609,48$ 1 '7?..7 ,827 
Percent of all 

Jan. operators •••••• 4.1 11.3 7.3 5.6 5.3 6.9 15.3 10.4 29.5 
---....:..._~ 

•1 
~01, 705 

1!:-45 15.4 

I 
Less I Years and mont.hs than l ~rear 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 to 8 year~ lC to 14 years 15 years and over 

from cens•.t$ date. 1 year 

2,427,101 
41.4 

Year of oecupancy ! 1940 J 1938 , I, 1958 I 1937 I 1936 l1935 119o4 l19:3o 11932 11931 11~?;;0 11929 11~28 1·1927 11926 11925 and j:'ar1ier 
/""' '--y-----' ~ <------y---' ~ ~----

Operators 
reporting.~ •••••. 441,830 556,506 449,568 381,145 :118,094 94?1,401 685 '728 1,828,775 

Apr. 
Percent of all 

1 operators ••• ~. 7.2 9.1 7.~ 6.' 5.2 15.5 11.2 :m.o 
1240 Years and months. Less than 3 to. 15 to 27 to 39 to 

4 '.IT· :S mo. to 9 yr. ~·mo. 9 './T• .~ mo. to 14 yr. ~mo. 
14 yr. :::mo. and 

from census date ::) l710. 15 mo. 27 mo. 39 mo. 51 mo. over 

2,147,143 
35.2 

::ear of occupancy. 19SS 1\ 19M ..1. 19:;5 ,1\ 1~~2 ,1, u~.:n ,t 1~10 1929Jl928jl927 _I192E _119?5 1924 1923 11922 11921 11920 lfl18 and (>arlicr 
~ ~ ~·'--v--' '-y---' 

..____,_ ___ 
Operators ~ 
reportin~ •• , ••.•• 1~197 ,204 521,572 4-1S,Ft05 l48,027 :")96,566 1,080,114'7 7P.1,P73 1,90S,G48 

Jan. Percer:t of all 
l operators ••••• , 17.6 7,7 6.$ 5.l. 5.8 1S.9 11.5 28.0 

1935 Years and F.tonths Less thm 
from census date 1 year 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 3 to 9 years 10 to 14 years 15 years and over 

2,909,174 
-42.7 .. 

Year of occupancy 1 1930 J 1929 l 1928 1 1927 1 1926 1925 11924 1923 11922 1921 1920 1919 11918 11917 11916 1915 and earlier 
--'--~'---'--..r--'~ '----y-----

Operators / ' 
reporting ••••••.• 706,691 I 298,5201 : 1,013,354 937,717 795,803 1,596,1:59 

Percent of all ~: . 
Apr. operators ••••• 11. 2---------- 4. 7 ~ 16.1 14.9 12.7 25.4 

1 1,005,211 1688,5681 1930 16.0 10.9 
Years and liiOOths Le~s ,.;:n 1 year 2 '.IT• to 4 '.IT• 3 mo. 5 to 9 years 10 to 14 years 15 years and over from census date 

2,009,174 
~2.7 

Year' of occupancy. iezs I 1924 ,1, 1923 ,1, 1922 ,I, 1921 ,1. 1920 1919 _1_1918 ,1,1917 _1_1916 ,1.1915 11914 · 1913 11912 J' 1911 i1Sl0 l.f-09· and earlier 
-..._________ '--v--' '-y---' '---v--' '--y--' '-y---' ~ '---V---' <~ "--------,r-- -· 

Operators 
reporting •••••.•• 1,150,056 539,034 443,571 :s66,859 485,040 539,342 :s42,462 333,487 529,741 1,4ES,887 

Jan. Percent of all 
1 operators ••• , •• 18.0 a.s 7,0 5.8 7,6 8.S 5.4 5.2 8.3 ~3.4. 

1925 Years and months Less than 
from census date. 1 year 1year 2 years 3,..... 4 1Ml'8 S to 6 l'I'• 7 to 8 yr. 9 to 10 './T• 11 to 14 './T• 15 years and over 

2,984,560 1,215,291 
46.8 19.1 

Year of occupancy I 1919 I 1918 I ..____,_____ '---v--' 1917 I 1916 I 1915 11914 11913 11912 I1!Jn I' 191o 11909 I 1908 11907 11906 11905 l1s~~a~e.!.. .. 
Operators 
reportin~ •••••••• 660,713 898,019 1,397,958 1,086,458 2,184,391 

Jan. Percent of all 
1 operators ••••.• 10.2 13.9 :i1.7 .16.8 3=1.£1 

1920 
Years and months Les; than 
fran. census date. l :t_oar 

1 year 2 to 4 l'I'• 5 to 9 years 10 years and over 

2,956,690 
45.9 

Year o£ occupancy I 1910 l 1909 1 1908 1907 1906 1905 11904 1903 11902 1901 1900 1899 11898 1189'7 j1896 1895_~ -=-~i!:-......_,..__,~~ 

Operators ______---;- /, / / / 
reportine •••••••• 1,000,293 627,860 1,371,607 .)92,468 1,802,640 

Apr. Percent of all 
15 operators •••••• 15.7 9.9 21.6 15.6 28.3 

1910 Years and months Less than 
from census Jate. 1 year 1 year 2 to 4 '.IT• 5 :to 9 years 10 years and over 

-'--' 

2,999,760 

I 
-

47.2 

1Based on number of years and months on farm as operator. 
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noted that the number of years does not necessarily refer to the 
total years of farm experience. For a farm operator who moved 
from another farm, the years represent only a part of his 
experience as a farmer. The number of years of occupancy on his 
farm may not represent the total years of farm experience even 
on the farm operated on the census date. The opera tot may have 
spent his childhood or his teen years on that particular farm. 
Farmers who had partially retired from active farming and had 
turned over the management of their farms to their sons or other 
persons often found it advantageous to take active charge of the 
farming operations again w11en the sms or other persons left for 
the armed services or for war industry. For such· operators, 
the enumerator shoblld have reported the year the operator resumed 
the operation of the farm. 

When the data are presented in tables for 1945 only, they 
are given in terms of the replies to the question, and are re­
f.erred to as "Year of occupancy.!' In the tables in which figures 
are presented for other census years, the statistics are pre­
sented. as "Years on farm" rather than as "Year of occupancy" in 
order that they may be more readily compared with those for 
previobls years. 

Information on years on farm has been obtained for each 
census beginning with 1910.. The 1945 inquiry read "Year the 
operator bep:an to operate this farm (continuously)." The. worulng 
of the question for the Censblses of 1925 to 1940 was similar to 
that for the 1945 Census except for the omission of the word 
"continuously." In 1930, the inquiry asked for the month, as 
well as the year, of occupancy. For the 1920 and 1910 Censuses, 
the schedule inquiry, instead of asking ior the year of occu­
pancy of the farm operator on the census date, asked for the 
number of years and months the operator had operated that pa~·­
ticular farm. 

In re·porting the year when the operator began to operate tile 
!arm, there was a discernible tendency in each census to report 
the year the operator first lived on the farm. regardless of 
whether he was the operator at that time, whether he had operated 
the farm continuoblsly since that date, or whether the operation 
had qualified as a farm in previous censuses. Insofar as the 
results of this inquiry are used to reflect the stability of 
operators on particular farms,this tendency has had no appreci­
able effect on the usefulness of the data. 

Because of variation in the census dates of the several 
c.ensuses·, 1t was not possible to translate the data· into year­
on-farm groups so as to make exact comparisons from one census 
to anotl:!er. ·For the 1945, 1935, ·and 1925 Censuses, when the 
census date was January 1, the year of occupancy could be trans­
lated into years on farm without difficulty. For these years, 
however, the less-than-1-year group may have been distorted to 
some extent because ()f operators who had moved on their farms 
on January 1, or later, of the census year. January 1 is an 
important moving date in many areas. In the 1945 Census, there 
were 238,210 operators who reported 1945 as the year of occu­
pancy, although the census date was January 1. This large num­
ber may be explairi.ed,in part,by the fact that the 1945 enumera­
tion, because of wartime condltions,required a longer than nor!IBl 
period for completion, the average date of enumeration falling 
between March 16 and March 31. For 1940, when the census date 
was April 1, the numper of years intervening between the year 
of occupancy and the census year was considered the number of 
years on farm; 1940 being considered as less than 1 year.· Iri 
1930, the month and year of occupancy were obtained, and the 
month,as well as the year, was taken into,account in determining 
the less-than-1-year and the 1-year groups. 

l:lecause of the differences in the wording of the questions 
and differences in the classlfications used in the various cen­
suses, the user, in making comparisons for the various census 
years,should consider the res.pecti ve length of the periods rep­
resel'lted. These differences are indicated in table 4. In this 
table the columns represent the number of calendar years from 
the census date. For. each census year there are shown: (1) the 
year of occupancy represented by each column; (2) the e;xact 
Periods included in the classifications expressed as years and 
months from the census da'lie, also braces to indicate just how 
these periods tie in w1 th the calendar years'; (3) the United 
States total for each classification; and (4) the proportion of 
all farm operators represented in each classification. The 
P8:rticular column, in which each of these ·totals is entered, 

indicates the year-on-farm gnup in which this particular clas­
sification is shown in the other tables·. 

In comparing the distributi:Jns showi:~g the number of years 
on farm for the several censuses, the date of enumeration,along 
with the prevailing moving tlrne of farmers,should be considered. 
When the classification is based on calendar years,each year-on­
farm group represents considerable overlapping as to crop years. 
.That is, some of the operators moved in the spring and produced 
a crop on that farm that year, while others moved in the fall 
after harvesting a crop that same year on some other farm. 
Changes in the number of farms from one census to another, inso­
far as such changes represent places qualifying as farms at one 
census and not at another, should also be taken into account in 
comparing the distributions for the several censuses. Many 
tracts of land with limited agriculture were included in the 
census figures in 1945. Some of these had been inactive farms 
in previous years. The operators of these farms may have re­
ported the year they moved on these places. This is particularly 
important in respect to the New England States, especially in 
the comparisons for 1945 and 1940. 

In comparing the average nUI1!0er of years on farm (available 
only for 1945 and 1940), the method of calculating the average 
should also be taken into account. The average ;year of occupancy· 
was obtained by making a summation of the years of occupancy 
and dividing the total by the total number of operators reporting. 
'Ihe resulting quotient ms shown as a whole number. For example, 
if the average was in excess of 1931, but less than 1932, the 
average year of occupancy \laS shown as 1931. In translating this 
average into number of years on farm, the average year of occu­
pancy was subtracted i'rom the census year. Consequently, the 
averages are not strictly comparable, the average for the 1945 
census tending to be larger than that for the 1940 Census be­
cause or the difference in the census date. In the class if ica­
tion by years on farm the reverse was true,since the less-than-
1-year group for the 1945 census was considered as including all 
of 1944, as well as 1945, while for the 1940 Census it included 
only 1940. 

YEARS ON FARM- NUMBER OF OPERATORS REPORTING, 
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1910 TO 1945 

UNDER 5 YEARS MILLIONS OF FARM OPERATORS 
0 2 

1945 

..1/1940 

1935 

..11 1930 

1920 

1910 

5 
1945 

:u 1940 

193.5 

.2/1930 

1920 

1910 

10 

TO 9 YEARS 

1945 

1o/1940 

1935 

...¥1930 

1920 

1910 

YEARS AND OVER 

.1/ UNDER 4 YEARS 3 MONTHS 
2./· 4 YEARS 3 MONTHS TO 9 YEARS 3 MONTHS 

V 9 YEARS 3 MONTHS AND OVER 

.. -

Between 1940 and 1945, there was a considerable change in 
operators on farms because of persons going from farms into the 
armed services and into industry. New operators,many with pre­
vious farm experience, took up farming because of its essential 
nature, particularly 1n times of great demands for food pro­
duction. During this period there was also a considerable in­
crease 1n the number of farms bought and sold .. consequently, 
the 1945 Census figures ror years on farm show, in general, a 
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larr:er number of operators who had been on their farms less than 
5 years than was shown by the 1940 Census and a smaller number 
of operators who had been on their farms 10· or more years. 
However, a part of this change may be attributed to lack of 
comparability in the data for the two censuses. It will be 
noted from table 3 that, for the 1945 Census, taken as of 
January 1, 1~45, the under-5-year group incl~des five calendar 
years plus the reports for 1945, while the 1940 Census, taken 
as of April 1, 1940, includes under the 5-year group, only four 
calendar years and three months for 1940. Despite the increases 
in the number ~farm operators who had been on their farms less 
than 5 years and decreases in the number who had been on their 
farms 10 years and over, there was no significant change in the 
average number of years on farm. The apparent increase of 1 
year in some of the States may be attributable to differences 
in date of enumeration, the average number of years on farm 
being computed by subtracting the average year ar occupency from 
the census year. From the tables presenting age of operator, it 
will be noted that the number of operators in the older age 
groups increased. 

on ,Tanuary 1, 1945, farm operators had been operating .the 
farms they were occupying on that date an average of 13 years. 
Farmers in the North had operated their farms longer on the 
average than those in the South and the West. Farm operators 
in the New England and Middle Atlantic States, with an average. 
of 16 years, had occupied their farms longer than the'operators 
in the other States. Among the States, Maine farmers averaged 
the longest time on their farms, the average for that State 
being 17 years, 4 years higher than the average for the United 
States. Georgia farmers had been on their farms only 9 years, 
the lowest average for any State. Approximately 14 percent of 
all farm operators reporting years on farm in Georgia reported 
1945 as the year of occupancy. 

Work off the farm.-Many farm operators. obtain additional 
income from personal ser~ performed off their farms. In some 
cases the operator supplements his farm income with odd or spare­
time jobs or businesses; in many other cases his tanrung activities 
are only secondary, his off-farm job being his principal source 
of income. some are self-employed. The inquiry carried on the 
1945 Farm and Ranch Schedule ascertained the number of days the 
operator worked of! his farm in 1944 for pay or profit. In­
structions were given to the enumerators that this question was 
intended to obtain a record of all time spent off the farm in 
1944 for pay or profit. Work of the operator in connection with 
a filling station, store, garage, tourist camp, or other non­
farm business conducted at the farm was considered work off th·e 
farm. Exchange work was to be omitted. 

_::: 8 '6, '1 1 I , + J, ': , 
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Farm operators were class.ified into eight groups according 
to the number of days they woJi<,~d off their farms in 1944. The 
tables present such numbers and also give the total number of 
days of such work. The number of operators working no days off 
their farms was not obtained in 194~ Therefore, there is no 
accurate measure of completeness of the reports for farm opera­
tors reporting work off the rarm. In 1940, when reports were 
secured for farm operators working no days off the farm, slightly 
less than 8 percent of the farm operators in the United States 
did not report whether or not they worked off their farms. 
consequently, the figures on number·of farm operators reporting 
work off their farms represent the mirumum number of farm opera­
tors working oi'f their farms in 1944. 

There were a few replies of "Yes" instead of the number of 
days worked. These were generally accepted and the number of 
such operators was distributed in the classification by days 
worked, according to the other reports for the county, and the 
number of days was added on the basis of the county average. 

Information for work performed off the farm by farm opera­
tors has been obtained for each census from 1930. The wording 
of the inquiry has varied somewhat for the different censuses. 
This may have some effect on the comparability of the data for 
the several years. The 1940 schedule carried an inquiry to 
obtain the total number of days the operator worked for pay or 
income off the farm operated and under this question were two 
subquestions to obtain (a) the number of days of farm work 
not connected with the farm operated and "(b) the number of days 
spent at nonfarm jobs, businesses, or professions and the prin­
cipal nonfarm occupation and industry. In the 1935 Census, the 
question specified "work tor pay or income." It also specified 
work "not connehted with the farm you operate." This might have 
resulted in the inclusion of a few reports of work spent as 
operator in 1934 on a different farm from the one operated in 
1935. The 1930 inquiry speci!ied "work for pay" and the word 
"income" was not mentioned 1n the question. There is a poss1,­
b1lity that work performed off the farm by operators who were 
self-employed might have been excluded. goth the 1935 and 1930 
schedules, as did the 1945 schedule,carrled an instruction that 
exchange labor was to be omitT.ed. No reference to exchan~e 
labor was made in 1940. 

In the~ 1940, 1935, and 1930 censuses, the enumerators were 
instructed to write "None" in reply to the inquiry for the nl)m­
ber 'of days worked if. the operator did not work off the farm 
during the year preceding the census date. The replies of ~None"· 
were tabulated for the censuses of 1940 and 1935, but not for 
the 1930 census. A count of the replies of "None" for these 
years, in compar~son with counts of those for whom a specified 
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Table 5.-WORK OFF FARM BY FARM OPERATORS,\FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1929 TO Hi44 

IIO)RI{ OW l!'AIUI JroR PAY OR PROFIT ) .l'AIUI OPKRA'roRS REPORTING DAYS ~RKED OFF FARII, BY NUiiBER OF DAYS WORKED 

Number or days wor~~,~--·- <'>'. 
/ Under 50 days 100 days and over 50 lEAR 

ll'am 
l'a,. 

';h"erage. 25 to 100 150 200 250 
operators operators. Under to 99 Total to to to days 
reporting not Total per 

Total 25 49 days 149 1.99 249 and 
reporting operator 

l;Oport1n8 day a days days doyo days over 

1944 •• • .................................. 1,570,357 4,288,812 288J88-r,'433 18~ 312,832 179,760 133,072 1?8,471 1,079,054 123,990 120,485 150.991 683,648 
1939 ............. , ...................... 1,'747,193 4:,349,606 239 ,60.(. ,692 137 543,714 329,757 219,951 259,898 949,581 183,678 195,215 157,586 407 ,lOS 
1934 .................................... 2,077,4-74: 4,734,876 202,228,247 9.7 956,100 595,472 960,628 960,602 760,772 168,81~ 159,936 115,667 296,954 

1929 ••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••• •••• 1,902,e9e 4,385,750 189,868,SBS ·100 844,170 516,102 328,068 335,459 723,269 189,080 143,485 129,400 267,304. 

Pl!RCZNT OF. ALL l'ARII OPERATORS Pl!RCENT ·DISTRIBUTION OJ!' !'ARII OPERATORS REPORTING DAYS WORKED OW !'ARII 

Reporting days worked ott ta:na. 
N9t 

Unde:r:· 50 days 100 days and over 

YEAR Under 50 days 100 days and over reporUog 50 to 99 
?50 

de.ya Under 100 ·to 150 to 200 to de.ys 
50 worked ~ota1 28 25 to 49 days Total 149 199 z.t.9 and 

Total Under to 99 100 to 150 to aoo to 250 days days • 25 to ~9 orr .tal"'l days days da,Ys days over 
Total 25 days Total H9 199 2>l9 and 

days days day a days days over 

1944 •••••• 26.8 5,3 3.1 2.3 9.0 18.~ 2.1 2.1 2.6 11.7 79.2 19.9 ll • .f. 8.5 ll • .f. 68.7 7.9 7.7 9.6 43.5 

1939. ••••• 28.7 8.9 5,3 3.6 4.3 15.5 9.0 3.2 2.6 6.7 71.3 31.1 18.5 12.6 14.9 5-l.O 10.5 11.2 9.0 23.9 

i934 •••••• 30.5 14.0 8.7 5.3 5.3 11.2 2.8 2.9 1.7 4.4 69.5 ~.o 28.7 17.-l 17.4 36.6 9.1 7.7 5.6· 14.3 

1929 ...... 30.3 _13.4 !1.2 5.2 5.9 11.5 2.9 2.3 2.1 ol.3 69.7 «.4 2'1.1 17.2 17.6 38.0 9.6 7.5 6.8 14.0 

linoludes operatortruot world.ng off their tams, and those tar whom no re~rts were .seGurid. 
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fitimber of days was repJrted and for whoin no report in respect to 
work off farm was secured, is included in the following table: 

Table S.~FARM· OPERAT(JRS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN RESPECT TO 
WORK OFF THEIR FARMS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1944, 1939, 1934, 

'AND 1929 . 

P'ARI! OPERATORS NOT WORKlNG AND THOSE FOR 
Farm WHOII NO REPORT WAS SECURED IN RESPECT 

operators TO WORK OFF THE FA!lM 

All ram reporting a 
YEAR operators ::~J!i:~ Not working 

days worked Total ott the tam Not 
ott the· rarm (reports ot reporting 

"None•) 

1944 •••••••••••• 5,859,169 1,570,357 4,288,812 (*) (*) 
1939 ............ 6 ,09~, 799 1,747,193 4,349,606 3,874,837 474,769 
1934 ............ 6,812,350 2,077 ,4'14 4,734,876 4,554-,650 1eo,226 
1929 ............ 6,288,648 1,902,898 4,385,750 (*i (*) 

*Not availabLe. 

A rather comprehensive presentation of statistics relative 
to work off tme farm is gi Vb•l fo1 the Censuses of 1925 and 1930 
in a special report for the 1935 Censu" entitled "Part-time 
farming in tge United States." IncluaeCl in the report are sev­
eral special tabulations of 1934 data, for selected areas, for 
farms of operators working off their farms by number of days 
worked. · 5;;!, .~ 

Between 1940 and 1945, here was a decrease of 10.1 percent 
reporting work off their farms for 

of days worked in 1944, however, was 
20.6 percent greate than in 1939, 42.9 percent greater than in 
1934, and rcent greater than in 1929. The average number 
of days worked off the farm was 184 in 1944, as compared r:wi th 
137 in 1939, 97 days in 1934, and 100 days in 1929. In 1934, 
some of the work performed· by operators off their farms was 
"made" work. This was a period of severe drought and low income. 

The West reported a higher proportion of farm operators 
working off their farms in 1944 than did the North or the South. 
The percentages were 35.3 for the West, 26.2 for the North, and 
~~.8 for the soutm. The New England Division reported the 
higmest proportion working off their farms. Among the states, 
Washington with 49.2 percent reported the highest proportion, 
followed by Utah with 47.6 percent,and Oregon and West Virginia 
with 46.5 percent each. In 1939, the four highest States were 
New Hampshire ·w:!th. 46.9 percent, Maine with 46.3, West Virginia 
With 46.0, and Washington wrth 45;6. 

'!'he West North central Division had the lowest percentage of 
operators \'Uorking off their farms in 1944 wit}! 18.0 percent. 
South Dakota had the. lowest proportion of any State, 11.4 per­
cent, followed by North Dakota with 12.8 and Iowa with 13.9. 

Some farm operators work1nr; off their farms merely sup;:;le­
ment their farrning activities wl th work at other jobs in tt1eir 
spare time; o.thers are primarily nonfarmers as to their princi­
pal occupatio~. The classification Of·c.farm operators working 
off their farms, by the number or days worked, provides a rough 
means of determining which farm operators are primarily non­
farmers. More than three-fifths of the 1,570,357 operators re­
porting work off farm in 1944 worked 10~ days or more and a 
little more than two-fifths worked 250 days or more. If it is 
assumed that those operators who reported 100 or more days of 
work off their farms are nonfarmers as to principal occupation, 
18.4 percent of all farm operators in 1945 were farmers second­
arily as compared with 15.5 percent, 11.2 percent, and 11.5 per­
cent for 1940, 1935, and 1930, respectively. New England re­
ported the highest proportion working 100 or more days in 1944. 
washington, Massachusetts, and West Virginia sho~ed the highest 
proportion.among the States. 

fiiUMBER o·F DAYS OF WORK OFF FARM FOR PAY OR PROFIT, 
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1929 TO 1944 
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