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CHAPTER III-.. COLOR AND TENl]RE OF FARM OPERATOR 
fnt.r.aduct.i(;R. -'!'hls chapter presents; by color and tenure 

of the farm operator, statistics collected in 194-b for the num­
ber, acreage, and value ·Of farms (land and buildin(';s) as of 
Ja-:nuary ·1 of that year and for the farm acreage classified ac­
coMl.mg to' use 1n 1944. Data are also p;lVen for the nurr.;,er, 
acreage., land utBization, and value for farms of various sizes 
'n ea·Ch· c.olor and tenure. class, the size grouping being based 
on th.e total acreage in th.e individual farm. Information is 
given for the. acreage al'ld value of ':;he owned and, rented por­
tions oJ~ P!!-rt-owner opel'ated farms. A similar break-down of 
the ·acreage in managed farms according to. wJ::iether owned or 
rented by tl,J.e. employer makes possible a summarization of all 
land 1n farms bW tenure uncter which o·perated .. 

Data p;re•sented heretn by color and tenure of the farm 
operator represent tota.ts f.or the 1JJ.!J.1ted States; regions, di vi­
sicms, and States. Statistics by co unties are presented in 
velUlll!l I. The number of farms by color of the farm operator. 
(Southern States oJ:iilY) and the number of farms by tenure are 
shown .by mJ:ilo:r civil dciv1s1ons (toWJ:iiships, precincts, et•c.) in 
m1no'!'.Ci1(1'1. divis·ion ta.ble 1 which is ava1la.ble by eounttes at 
the cost •of inakf.:ng co pie.s of t'l:J.6 tab:te. 

o.ther .data re1at1ng tQ the characteristics of the farm 
operato!ii'"are presented in chapter IV. These include age, resi­
dlmce on o·r off the farm o:pet1ated, the number of years the farm 
o•peli'ator had beeJ:il operating th\1 farm he was occupying at the 
time of' the .ce.nsus·, and 'the number of days he had worked during 
the· year 'precedi·ng tl:J.e census date at jobs other than the opera­
tion of his farm. Of these c·haracteristics, only the age or 

·the farm opE;lrator is classified by co:lor and tenure. Clos~ly 

rel.ated subjects include rarm population and farm la<>or pre­
!!ented in chapter v and farm fac11Hies ln chapter VI. Addi­
tional items classi'fied by color and tenure of the farm opera-· 
tor, based on a sample of .the farms enu.~.erated in the 194c 

-census,are in~lud·ed in a separate report. 
Statistics. by color and tenure· of the farm opera~or repre­

sent only one of several methods for measurin;:; the relacive 
importance and characteristics o1' rarms. The numoer, acreag;e, 
and value of farms classified by the total land area in each 
farm are presented in chapter II; the numter or farms and the 
value of products sold or used by farm households classlf i~d 
by type of farm and by gross rarm income are prese:-, ted in chap­
ter x; and the number of farms classified by cropland harvested 
in chapters I and II, ':J~r value of implements and rrachinery in 
chapters I and VI, by amount of cash wages paid in chapter V, 
and by number of tractors in chapter vr. Simple totals for ~;ne 

number, acreage, and value of farms as of the census date, and 
the farm acreage classified according to use for che precedin~ 
calendar year are presented in chapter I. 

Color-tenure classification.-A classification of ,tarm 
operators by tenure has been made at each census beginnin.~· w1 th 
1880, and a classification by color of rarm opera1:or, with 
cross-classification of color and tenure, has been made a~ each 
census since l9UO. Tne classff1cat1on has var.ed rrom census 
to· census. ~'he number of tenure classes nas ran<~ea rrom ohree 
in 1880 to nl ne in 19<;0, with eight in 1940 and liJ45. 'rhe par­
ticula.;r tenure classes included in the reports for· each census 
and their relation to the 1945 clastiification are sho~n in 
table 1. In all years, the color classification has consisted 

Ta"tlle 1.-"TENU'f.lE CLASSES INCLUDED IN THE REPORTS FOE EACH CENSUS, WITH THE NUMBER OF FARMS IN EACH CLASS: 13aO TO 1945 

1945 l941l 1935 1951} 1925 1920 1910 1900 1S90 15!:0 

I, OWners 

·Foll.l ·o\me,rs FuiLiJ,. ·o,iners Full.l ·owne.r,s Full owners Full ·owners owners owniri(; OWners ownine 5,148,54~ 
entire fann ent.ire fann ~ 

OWners &."ld 
3.,·301 ,.361 3,084,158 5,2lll,224 2,911,644 5,313,490 3,366,510 3,554,8H? tenants 1 

55,29~ ~ul tivated by Gu.l :.iva ted b:;• 

' owners owners 

P&r>t Gwners l?a·rt ownerS Par-.t Ovmers Par:t; o~ers Pa.rt ·owners Qwners hiring owner~ ren ti!W Part owners s,2es, 728 2,994,30~ addi tl.onal land addi 'tl.onal lan:l 
661l,.51l2 615,0,59 688,867 656,750 554,842 

ss8,5ilo 5~3,825 
451,376 

JJanag~rs. ).(anagers Managers vanagers uanage:l"s Manage·rs Managers Manaeers 

· 58,:885 36;351 48,.104 55,.889 41l,700 68,449 58,104 59,085 

A\l.l. tenants All tenants Tenan-ts Tenan·ts Tenan.ts Ten&.ll..'t.S Tenants Te!lB.nts Rented Rented 

l,es8,421 11:,.361,271 2,865,155 2,.664,365 2,462,608 2,454,804 2,354,676 2,024,9'64 1,294,~13 1,024,601 

cash cash cash 
cash ca~h cash cash 461l,009 751,665 Rented !"or fixed ·'Rented for fixed 

(2) 712,294 money value money ren ':.al 
402,175 514,438 489,.210 393,452 (Includes stand- , (Includes stand- (Includes s t.andinc; 

::l.ing ren-ters- ror renters and un- 454,659 322,557 
No~th &nd West) 

ing ren.ters) 
specit'ieci tenants) 

Sha:r.e ... oash .Sha·N-cash (.•) (•) (2) Share-cash · Sha·re-:-cash 
1~7,.858 278,605 127,822 128,466 

Sh~re 
Share Sh&re (2) (2} (•) Share 

1,273,299 Rented :.'o:" si':.are Rented fo~· she. re 
·694,928 81·5,799 1,117;721 o~· p::-o::!ucts o!" produc:.s 

Share 
(Includes shar.e- 840,2b4 702,244 

Cr~ppers· · c;roppe~s Croppe·~s C110ppers . Croppe>:"s Croppe·rs 1,599,925 ce.sh tenun ts) 
(South Onll') (South onll') (South only) .(South only) , · (South only) (South only) 

446,556· 541,291 716,256 776,278 ' 623,058· 561,09il 

Standinr.: :renters .. (Standing rent.ers 

eth~" ana 0~er and. (South only) included with 
(Includerl in (Included in cash tenants) ( Inclurted with unspeoi.f:l.ed unspecified <•l ' (•) (~) 104,.996 

cash tenants) above tenant. above tenan!. 
176,904 ~11,138 Unspecified uns;,ecj f'ied ~lasses) classes) 

63,165 113,993 

1. ;n.ewne.r ~ terui.nt" .f'ams llere. OJ?&N'ted joint.ly by the O'ft'll8t" and ·a tenant working for a share of the products. This tenure class was recogni~ed in the ins t.ruc Uons 'to 
.en)linan.ton· !'or bqth ~b~ ~~ll.0 &J?.d· .1900" ·CE!nsuaes. ~aauch a.s ~e number of s-uCh cases ·was ver:l limited a!:d t.he ownt!:- was oi"ten a parent ~nr! the tena:':t £. son, t:t:.is c.: ass 
·l!aS .. conso~icj,ate:c! ¥>·the l9l:'O reports with .rams operated by, ~eir owners. 
n. - 2 -~r '1935,. -~1· tenan,ts other than croppe-rs we-re :published as. 1101ihel~ tenant.sn J for .1~30 and 1925, all tenant~ other tl an cash tenants and croP}-e rs .y,,._ ~ ~s 
Othe,r t.e~·tSi.~- . 
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130 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945 
or two groups, white and nonwhite, with the nonwhite fur}her 
classified according to race in all the decennial censuses. In 
the mid-decennial years (1945, 1935, «.nd 1925), tne ·color classi­
fication has been restricted to "white" and "nonwhite." The 
definitions and ~lassifications which follow refer principally 
to the 1945 Census of Agriculture. AnY ·significant changes or 
differences in these definitions and classifications for prior 
censuses are pointed out in this chapter. For the exact phras-· 
ing of the inquiries and of the instructions to enumerators for 
1945, reference should be made to the facsimile of the 1945 
Farm and Ranch Schedule shown in the Appendix. 

A farm operator is the person who works a farm, performing the 
labor himself, or directly supervising it, If a farm is operated by 
two or more 'partners, the senior partner is considered the operator 
unless the junior partner is actnally conducting the operations, When 
land is rented or cropped, the tenant, renter, or ~er is the opera­
tor even though the owner may exercise some supervision. If the farm­
ing operatidns are performed by a oaretbker who merely carries out the 
instructions of his employer, the employer is the operator. However, 
a paid manager responsible for the farming operations is a farm opera­
tor. If a farm is operated for a corporation or institution, the 
superintendent, manager, supervisor, or other person directly respon­
sible for the farming operations is the operator and, in each case, 
ihe operator was classified as a manager. 

The number of farm operators, as shown, is identlcal with 
the number of farms and the terms "number of farm operators" 
and "number or farms" are used interchangeably. Infrequently a 
farm had no operator at the time of enumeration, as when a farm 
operated in 1944 was not to be operated in 1945 or When a ten­
ant or manager had not yet been secured at the time .of the 
census enumeration. In such cases, the farm was given a nominal 
operator _ The tenure assigned was that under which the farm 
had been or would be operated and the color was assigned on the 
basis of the predominating color for farm operators or· that 
tenure in that locality. Occasionally, the same individual 
operated two or more farms, as when a person operated one farm 
on his own account and another as a hired manager, or when a 
person managed several farms, each for a different employer. 
On uhe other hand, land may have been reported in the name of 
the owner but, after visitation by the Census enumerator, a 
part, or all of the ·land, may have been rented to one or more 
tenants. In plantation areas, the first of the year commonly 
represents a period of uncertainty, since settlement has usually 
been completed for the preceding crop year, but arrangements 
may not have been made for the coming· year. It should be noted 
that the number of farm operators does not include persons such 
as landlords, employers of farm managers, or partners or rela­
tives who may spend all or much of their tire directing, super­
vising, or assisting the farm operator. If such persons are 
operating farms on their own account, they are included as farm 
operators. Neither does the number of farm operators include 
persons such as landlords, hired workers, relatives, or others 
who carried on some agricultural operations of their own on 
farms operated primarily by others. 

~. for Census purposes, is an operating unit, not an owner­
ship tract, and consists of all tho land on which some agricultural 
operations are performed by one person. A farm may consist of a num­
ber of separate tracts, not necessarily adjacent, held under different 
tenures, aa when one tract is owned and SfiOther is rented by the farm 
operator. When a landowner has several tenants, renters, or croppers, 
the land operated by each is considered a separate farm. Thus, on a 
plantation, the land operated by each cropper, renter, or tenant is a 
separate farm. Trac~s of less than 3 acres are considered farms only 
if their agricultural products for the calendar year preceding the 
census date were valued at $250 or more. 

This definition is essentially the same as that used in 
previous censuses. Differences in definition have, in general, 
arrected only the number of farms of under 3 acres. This group 
has never been particularly important, aJD:Junting tl:> only 1. 7 
percent or all farms in 1945. In periods of high prices, every­
thing be.ing equal, more tracts of land of less than 3 acres 
would be included as farms than in periods of low prices. In 
1945, there was a considerable increase over 1940 in the number 
of farms of under 3 acres. Th1s marginal group included a 
large number of rarms whose agricultural activities were limited 
to the production of items for fam1ly use, supplementing some 
other primary source of 11 velihood. such farms character­
istically have a high proportion of owner operators, and the 
tenants in this group are generally cash tenants. 

Color of operator.-Farm operators are classified as "white" 
and "nonwhite." "White" fncludes Mexicans and "nonwhite"· (des­
ignated as "other" on the schedule) includes Negroes, Indians, 
Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite races. 

Teimre of oper.ator.-Farm operators were 'classified. accord­
ing to the tenure under which the operator controlled the land. 
Classification was made on the basis of replies to the follow­
ing inquiries on the schedule: 

land In this farm 
OWNED B'( 
OPERATOR 

(or br his emplorer 
If a manapd farm) 

Land In tl1ts farm RENTED 
FROM OTHERS 

Is the ..... 
If tbls 

Value of 111111 
and llulldlnp 

rml!ll 

I Sa 

Doll, 

Mllbell 

" nttll 
(calli, ...... 
Ibn· 
cash, 
lliltl) 

16a 

~ own all, or a portion, pf the land they operate. 
~ ~ own all the land they <>perate. 

Alfm 
l1lck IIIII ..... ,..., 
luralslld 

bJ 
lllllllrdl 

17a 

Yu.,No 

~ ~ own a part and rent from others the remaining part 
of the land they operate, 

Enumerators were instructed to consider as "owned" the land 
Which the operator or his wife held under title, homestead law, 
purchase contract, or as one of the heirs or trustees' of an 
undivided estate. If no land was owned or leased, as whe11 the 
operations were limited to livestock on open range, the opera­
tor was considered a full owner. There was a total of only ~68 
such operations recorded for the United States in 1945 (see 
chapter II). On Indian reservations, lands allotted to individ­
ual Indians were considered as owned whether the allotment was 
in fee, in trust, or merely the designation of a certa1l'l acre­
age as the place of residence or agricultural activity of the 
operator.· 

Managers operate farms for others and are paid wages or salaries 
for their services. Persons acting merely as caretakers or hired as 
laborers are not classified as managers. 

A manager differs from a tenant in that his payments are 
relatively fixed and, unlike most tenants, he has no capital 
invested in the farm business. Therefore, he has fewer of the 
attribuces of. an e!'ltrepreneur. However, in some instances, he 
may receive a share of the products or a share of the profits 
in addition to his fixed wage. He differs from a caretaker or 
hired worker in that he usually has full control of the opera­
tions on the farm. Farms operated for institutions or corpora­
tions are usually considered managed even 1f no person was 
specifically designated as the fann manager. Similarly, opera­
tions representing grazing lands held or controlled by ~oopera­
tive groups,sach as grazing associations, are usually co!'lsidered 
managed as are grazing lands in Indian reservations used tor 
grazing reservation livestock. In the latter situation, the 
Indian agent was usually reported as the manager and such opera­
tions were generally included with the statistics for farms of 
white operators. 

As managers often di-ffer from caretakers or hired hands 
only in the degree Of responsibility, the enumerator frequently 
had difficulty in determilling the correct tenure classification. 
Consequently, this tenure group is less accurate than either the 
owner-operator or the tenant-operato.r group. All tarm returns 
indicating managed operations were reviewed carefully in the 
washington office to eliminate from this classification, inso­
far as possible, farms not representing managed operations. If 
there was an il'ldication that the operator received a share .of. 
the pro duets in lieu <:>f a wage or that the use of the farm rep­
resented a priv1lege extended to the operator, then the op­
erator was considered a tenant, not a manager. However,- the 
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•ewp-loYet 'Was ·considered to be the operator if the person re­
po.rted as opera:to:r was referred to as "caretaker," "watchman,·" 
"hired haihd;" o.r .the l:l:ke, and the agricultural operations ap­
peared t9 be f.or the employer. In like manner, 1f the opera­
t~ons as indicated b;y the value of products, crop acreage, 
invento~Y. items, maclil>inery, waglls, and the like appeared insut­
l.'i.cient. to justl.fy a paid :manager and there was no indication 
that the persen reported as operator might be employed princi­
pallY ·tm su]lervise or !llal)age soinEi larger operatio9 of which the 
farm was oniy a pa.rt, the employer was c.onsidered the operator. 
An' exception was made fO:r farms for which .the value of the 
propei-ty. ind~cated p:robable need for a ·manager, as for example, 
couptry estates·. 

Tenants e>perate hired or rented la1;1d qnly. 

A tenant is.· characterl'zed by the fa.ct that. he does not own 
any ef the iand he operate·s. He may .be closely supervised by 
))is landlord OT ne may exercise ·independent management. He may 
·11.ave Ms ;uvestock and equipment furnish\)d, in whole or in part, 
by. his J:andllord, he may rent them oa a custom basis, or he may 
own these items. The contractual arrangements between land­
lo•rds and tena."lts are extremely varied. At one extreme, a ten­
aRt differs from a h1rea W(!lrker only in that he 1s assigned a 
definite acreage to work and receives .a share of the crop in 
lie~ of a cash wage; at the other, he pays a cash rental and 
haS fall control of the land. In some instances, as under a 
long.:.teTm. ieas.e., he may evel'l '1o:Wn" the farm buildings. . 

Terian.ts were subdivided into U ve groupS, depending upon 
tl1.e method oi' rental and whether or. not the. w.ork power was fur­
ntsihel!l by the• landlord. 

Cl!.sh tenants· ;pay a ea'!h renta.i, ~uch as $4.50 D<>r aere for the 
. "cropl;&nd. or $-500. for the use of tne whole rarm. 

TM·s s~bgroup · o<f tet:lants includes man;v whose rental was 
paid pr1m1;1rHy f.o:r a place of residence.. On most o.t these res­
.1.den1;ial! tracts, the agr1c;ult"!ral operations 8.!llOunted to little 
mo!I'e thap.. e·no-ugh. to qua11:1'y. the place as a farm, · 

.Share.-eash t•en'!nts pay a share ·Oif the crop or liveste>ck production 
as a·parii· o:f'.the;l.r re1;1tal e,nd the remainder in cash. 

Share t.Em!\l'lts P'\Y a share only <>f either the ore>p e>r liveste>ck pr<>­
ductian .e>r •lioth. 

CropPers are share t.enants te> whom· their iandlords funlish all the 
we>rk animals <>r tractor pe>we!l!'· in lieu <>f W<>rk animals •. 

In tb.e 1945 iamld i940 censuses,. ·the classiUcat1on of c·rOP-: 
pers took :Iolilto account that some croppers pay cash rent for 
s~cl1. 1telilS .as non·cash. crops while cot:lt1nuing to pay·, o-r receive , 
a share of the cash. crops. For these yea.rs all tenants paying 
a. part of th.ei:r rental 1n ·cash and a part on a share basis :were 
·classed as cro.ppers if thl;l'. work power ·was furnished by the 
land.lord.. This. group of croppers was relatively unimportant 
am0unt1ng to ·Only lU,8~:S .in 1940, o·r. 2.0 .Percent_. of'all crop­
pers., No. sepairate. count :was made of such ·croppe.rs f'Gr' 1945·. 
In the l9:S5- Cens·us, no inf-ormation. was secilred as to the method 
or paY1n~ rent, al:,l tenants whOse work animals were furnished 
by :the landlord b.eing classed as C:reppers. In ').930,· 1925, and 
1920, tenants paying, or receillirJig,, a share of the ·crops were 
classed a!; cropper-s t:i: the landloi•d .furnis·hed the :work animals. 
'!'he furn!shing. of t!t'actor power was first taken into. account in 
the l94b. CeRSUS., 

If :i:Rfo.rmation either as to work· power -or method of rental. 
was 1n-completeil:y reperte'd,- · alil effort was made, at all censuses, 
to id.enctify cropPers (but not other k1nd.s of tenants J, espe­
cially -when there was an a:pprec~able number of such reports by 
0ne en'I:Ullera-to!l:'. In 1945, .an examination of the returns which 
sh<)wed that work power was furp.ished; bl:lt the method of rental 
was not sp.ec1fled; 1nd1cated that nearlY all such tenants were 
on multlp.le-:unilt o(!Deratlons {plantatio·ns). Consequen.tly, 1n 
order to ..fa'CUltate the coding procedlt:l,re, all t:enants wit-h work 
power 1r:mrn1Shed, except those paying· ·cash rental. only, were 
cla:s·sed. :as cro·ppers. It· 1s not believed that differences in 
deUn1 tl:On of creppers or procedure for c lass1fy1ng croppers have 
had· atl.Y appreciable 'eftect on comparability Of the data for the 
vartous cens.tlses. 

Traditl:ona;t]y, a ·croppecr has been thought ef as a hired. 
W0rke·r who is palO. a share o:t the crop in lieu ·of a cash wage. 
He d:U'fers Jrom a. Wage . hand in that hi·s payment. is. not fixed 
but tnvo·):v~.s rts-k. The laws of some states deftne a share crop­
P&i as: a tenan·t,, others hol.d. 'Chat he is a laborer.. tn most 
State'$, Questions- !!>8 tO.: his·. tenure status are. de·cided by the 

courts on.the basis of ·whether he has title to the crop and, 
.upon harvest, pays the landlord a· share, or whether the land­
lord retains title to the crop and, upon harvest, pays the 
cropper his share after deducting any advances in cash, credit, 
supplies, etc. Typically, a cropper works under close super­
vision, and the land assigned to him is often merely a part of 
a larger enterprise operated as a sin~le economic unit. In the 

, 1945 Census, reports were obtained for both the over-all opera­
tions of such multiple units, .including plantations, and for 
each o.f the cropper or tenant subunits wlth a "home farm" re­
port for any remainder not assigned to croppers or 'tenants. 
Statistics for l94b on multiple units appear in a separate re­
port. Not all croppers, however, are on multiple units, ana 
not a!l tenants on multiple units are croppers. 

In the Northern and Vlestern States, share tenants whose 
landlords furnish the work power nave few of the characteris­
tics of the traditional cropper in the South. Tl'lilrefore, data 
for croppers are shown separately only for the Southern States, 
as in former censuses, and are combined with the data for share 
tenants for all other States with one exception, viz, Missouri 
where croppers were shown separately for seven specified coun­
ties.. (See volume I.) , Summary figures for these seven south­
eastern Uissour1 counties are shown in table.2. 

Table 2.-NIDmER, ACREAGE, AND VALUE OF CROPPER FARil!S, BY COLOR OF 
oPERATOR, FOR SEVEN SOUTHEASTERN MISSOURI COUNTIES: 1930 TO 1945 

{:Croppers :1:n Missouri ~e not included 1:~ the totals for croppers for the United 
States or tor the South; The seven counties for which data are shown are Butler, 
Dunklin, Mississippi, New lf&drid,. Pemiscot, Scott., and Stoddard. County tigures 
are given in vol. I] 

All land Cropland Value of 
farms (land 

COLOR OF .OPERATOR AND YEAR 
Number in farlaB harvested 

and buildings l of farms 
(acres) (acres) (dollars) 

Seven coun~ies·: 
Total cr9ppers. , ..... : . ..... • .1945 . . 5,569 216,167 188,088 19,987,170 

1940 .. 4,369 149,712 114,983 7,698, 725 
1955 .. 6,065 186,829 154,572 7,350,026 
1950.; 7,181 238.659 185,165. 15,501,229 

White •••.•.•••••....•••.•• 1945 •• 3,898 178,916 153,45.6 16,405,835 
1940 •• 2,896 125,671 93,745 6,417,379 
1955 .. 5,869 139,221 110,909 5,243,597 
1950 •• 4.252 172,272 126,861 10.,661,401 

Nonwhite •..•.•••• , •••• .' .. 1945 .. 1,671' 37,251 34,632 5,581,3!5 
1940 .. 1,475 24,041 21,238 1,281,346 
1935., 2.396 47,608 43,663 2,106,429 
1930 •. 2,949 66,367 58,50.4 4,_859,828 

Other and unspecli:ried tenants include those whose rental agreement 
was' unspecified and those wli.o could not be included in one of' 
the other subgroups. 

Other tenants include st·anding renters (i.e., those who 
pay a fixed quantit;y of produce such as "2 bales cotton"); and 
those whose rental consisted of "upkeep," "clearing," "labor," 
"free," and the like. Tenants paying taxes or other cash 
eXpenditures were considered as "cash" rather thap "other" ten­
ants. A large . proportion of the tenants in this subgroup, 
how~ver, represented tenants whose rental arrangement was un­
specified or could not be determined as representing one of the 
other clas~ifications. 

Because of variations in rental arrangements, the tenants 
of a particular subgroup will not necessarily be entirely com­
parable for all areas. For example, some share tenants may 
have. such 1 tems as all or part of the equipment, 11 vestock, 
fertilizer,. or .seed furnished by the landlord and, therefore, 
pay a larger share as rent than a share tenant who owns or fur­
nishes these items himself. Another example is cash tenants 
Whose rentals are based primarily on the residence rather' than 
on the agricultural possibilities of the land. In comparing 
the number of tenants in each subgroup for 1945 with those for 
1940, cons1c).eration should be given to changes in the inquiry 
on method of rental. In 1945 the inquiry merely required the 
enumerator to indicate whether the method of rental was cash; 
share, share-cash, or other, while in 1940 the inquiry call.!!d 
for; considerable detail as to t\'l.e rental arrangement, asking 
·ror the amounts of cash and the particular shares of the crop 
and 11 vestock or li vestdck production and, 1f other than cash 
or share, asking that the method of payment be specified. The 
determination of the p~rticular subgroup was made on the basis 
of this detailed information. Thus, the classification for 
1940 sho-uld be Somewhat more accurate than that for 1945. 
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Data shown by color and tenure of the farm operator.­
The items classified by color and tenure of the farm operator 
have varled fr.om census to census. A count of farms hy tenure 
of the operator is available from 1880 and by color of the op­
erator from 1900. Beginning with 1900, the color and tenure 
classifications have included, in addition to a count of farms, 
a tabulation of ail land in farms, the more important classes 
of land according to use,and the val\lle of farms(land and build­
ings). For both the 1945 and 1940 Censuses, the entire land­
use classification was tabulated by color and tenure of the farm 
operator. separate acre'age figures have been secured for the 
owned and rented portions of part-owner-operated farms begin­
ning with the census of 19:05. (See table 15.) The value of 
the owned portion was determined for the first time in 1940. 
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':l'his information on the owned and ._rented portions of part-owner 
~arms made it possible to determine the total acreage and value 
or farm land .operated by owners and the total acreage and value 
rented by farm operators. In 1945, for the first time, land in 
managed farms was classified on the basis of whether such land 
was owned or rented by the employer. Consequently, a tabulation 
of. all land in farms is presented for l945 on the basis of 
Whether the land was .owned or rented. A cross-classification 
or farms by size and tenure is available for 1945, 1930, and 
l9:0S. (See table 14.) In censuses prior to 1945, the color and 
te~are tabulations have nsually includeci a number of additional 
1tams. Only one of tl 1t:st: <><.!dlti ";nal items, viz, age of operator, 

was tabulated by color and tenure or operator in l94C.. StaLs­
tics for this item, with comparable data for earlier censuses, 
are shown in chapter IV. In this chapter, statistics i'or pre­
vious censuses are limited to those items, or sub~ects, for 
which 1945 data are shown. 

The items presented by color and tenure of operator, other 
than number of ."farms (or farm operators), with brief descrip­
tions of each item are as follows: 

Land in farms includes all land owned or leased by the farm opera­
tor, including considerable areas of land not actually under cultiva­
tion and some land not even used for pasture or grazing, but all such 
land must have been under the control of the operator and must have 
been considered a part of his farm. Land grazed under permit is ex­
clud~d, likewise any sizable tract of timberland Or other nonagri­
cultUral land held as a separate business and not used for pasture or 
grazing. 

Farm land, classified according to use in 1944, includes--

Crop lend harvested. -Land fro"m which crops were harvested or from 
which hay was cut or land in orchards in 1944. 

Crop failure.-Lend on which al.l crops (except orchards) were a 
complete failure in 1944. 

Cropland, idle or fallow.--Cropland idle, in summer fallow, or in 
soil improvement crops •Dl7 in 1944. 

Cropland used only for pasture.--Land used only for pasture or 
grazing in 1944 that was plowed within past 7 years. 

Woodland pastured.--All farm wood lots or timber tracts, natural or 
planted, and.cut-over land with young growth, which had or would 
have value as wood or timber, which were pastured or grazed in 
1944. 

Pasture other than cropland and woodland. 

Woodland not pastured.--All farm wood lots or timber tracts not 
pastured or grazed in 1944. 

All other land.--Includes all wasteland, house yards; barnyards, 
feed lots, lanes, roads, ditches, etc. 

In addition to these eight classes of land, the tables also 
present data for 1944 for four summary classifications, which 
are somewhat overlapping, as follows: 

Total cropland.--Gropland harvested; crop failure; croplan~ idle or 
fallow; and cropland used only for pasture. 

Lend used for crops.--Cropland harvested and crop failure. 

Total pasture.--Cropland used only for pasture, woodland pastured, 
and pasture other than c~opland and woodl~nd. 

Total woodland. -Woodland pastured and woodland not pastured. 

Items for earlier censuses which are not strictly compara­
ble with those shown for the 1945 Census are shown below: 

Plowable pasture, for 1924 to 1939, includes land used only for 
pasture or grazing which could have been used for crops without 
additional clearing, draining, or irriga~ing, an~ differs from 
cropland used only for pasture for 1944 in that it includes land 
whicn may not have been plowed within 7 years preceding the 
census date. 

Pasture other than plowable and woodland, for 1924 to 1934, differs 
from "pasture other than cropland and woodland" for 1944 in the 
same absolute amount that "plowable pasture11 differs from "crop­
land used only for pasture." Data are not available for 1939. 

Land available for crops, for 1924 
vested; crop failure; cropland, 
pasture. 

to 1939, includes cropland har­
idle or fallow; and plowable 

Improved land, for 1850 to 1920, in general, included land regu­
larly tilled or mowed, land in pasture that had been cleared or 
tilled, land lying fallow, land in gardens, orchards, vineyards, 
and nurseries, and land occupied by buildings, yards, barnyards, 
etc. 

Farms reporting. --The number of farms for which a specific item was 
reported. For example, of the 660,502 part owners in the United States 
in 1945, there were 644,511 who reported a crop of some kind harvested 
in 1944. If enumerators obtained complete reports, the remaining 
15,991 farm operators in this tenure groUf harvested no crops in 1944. 

Value of farms (land and buildings).--The market value of the real 
estate represented in the farm. Enumerators were asked to obtain from 
the farm operator his estimate of the current market value of the farm 
he was operating. 

Owned land in farms is land in the operator's farm whioh he owns 
or, if a managed farm, that part which is owned by his employer. 

Rented land in farms is land in the operator's farm which he rents 
from others or,if a managed farm,that part which is rented from others 
by his employer. 
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Presentation of the statistics.-The statistics ar~ pre­
sented to provide an over-all picture for the United States, 
followed by information for regions, geographic divisions, and 
the several States. The data are arranged to facilitate com­
parison of one region, or one State, with 'another. Averages, 
percentages, and other derived data are provided as aids in us­
ing and interpreting the statistics. Comparable data from 
earlier censuses provide a measure of changes occurring from 
census to census. Data for earlier years are restricted to 
1 terns classified by color and tenure in the 1945 Census, except 
for certain specified classes of farm land not strictly com­
parable with the 1945 classification. All such comparatlve 
data are shown for the Unl ted States. Only historical data for 
selected census years or for selected i terns are shown by States. 

The tabular presentation consists of a series of summary 
tables presenting figures for the United States as a whole and 
for the South, followed by tables presenting data by regions, 
divisions, and States. The South is of especial importance in 
respect to color and tenure tabulations because of the concen­
tration of nonwhite operators and tenants in that area. Also, 
croppers are shown as a separate class of tenants only for the 
Southern States. This class of tenant is relatively unimportant 
in other sections except for seven cotton-growing counties in 
southeastern M 13sourL Table 2 presents summary ·figures for 
these counties. In the tables presenting. State figures, the 
States are arranged in geographic order to facilitate compari­
sons among States in the' same general area. An outline map 
showing the States and the geographic divisions and regions for 
which totals are shown appears in the Introduction to this 
volume. 

some of the tables provide for ready compariso:~ of , the 1945 
Census dc.ta for selected items, while others bring together 
1'1gures for several censuses. Thus, tne same data may be round 
in several tables, depending upon the OJjective of the particu­
lar table. In general, the United States, or summary, tables 
permit tr:e bringing together of more related data and the show­
ing of more historical and derived data than is practicable in 
the division and State tables. 

Bar charts and dot and cross-hatch maps supplement the 
tabular presentation.· The bar charts present a graphic picture 
of the historical changes and comparisons by States. The maps 
were prepared on a county-unit basis and show the geographic 
distribution of farms of various tenures, the geographic vari­
ations in the proportion of farms operated by tenants and in 
farms of nonwhite .operators, and the dominant type of tenancy 
in each area. 

Changes in farms by color and tenure of the farm 
opera tor.- Al thougn there were fewer farms ln 1845 than in any 
census since 1900, there were a larger numoer of owner-operated 
farms than ever recorded by a prior census. The proportion of 
owner-operated farms was the highest since 1880. The increase 
in the proportion of owner-operated farms, wh1ch first became 
noticeable in the 1935 Census, has continued. The increase in 
the number of owner operators between 1940 and l94b was equiva­
lent to more than twice the net increase in the decade 1960 to 
1940 nut less· than the increase in the first half of that decade 
when the total number of farms r.eached an all-time high. Both 
owner-ope~ated and tenant-operated far~ increased in size. 
Farms operated by full owners were la,rger, on the average, by 
1.0 acre and farms operated by tenants by 6.3 acres. For part­
owner farms the owned portion increased by 55.9 acres and the 
rented portion by 17.9 acres. In 1945, farms of full-owner 
operators averaged 1.4 more acres from which crops were har­
vested than in 1940 and tenant-operated farms averaged 9.1 more 
acres. 

In the New England States, where farm ownership is general, 
owner-operated farms increased by 1o.2 percent between 1940 and 
1'.145 and represented 94.7 percent of all farms in 1945. Al­
though there were only slightly more than half as many tenants 
in this area in 1945 as in 1940, the ·number of tenants was so 
insignificant that the decrease in tenant-operated farms could 
account for very little of the increase in owner-operated farms. 
Many of the farms in this area represent rural or suburban 
residences of individuals primarily dependent upon some other 
source of livelihood. Much of the increase in the number of 
farms was attributable to wartime conditions which encouraged 
the re-entry into production of farms previously idle and, be­
cause of the increase in p.dce level, resulted in the inclusion 
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF FARM OPERATORS, BY TENURE, 
BY STATES: 1945 AND 1940 
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of more farms· at or near the lower limits of production or 
acreage in respect to the minimum requirements of a fa-rm under 
the Census definition. (See chapter L) New tarms of this 
character were not limited. to the New England States. In other 
areas, however, there was generally a net loss in the number of 
farms as the loss in n.umber through consolidation or other 
causes exceeded the number of new farms. As in the ~ew England 
States, these new· farms were predominantly owner-operated. 
Those not owner-operated were usually cash rented. 

In' the North Central States, there was a substantial de­
crease in the number of farms. In this area of mechanized 
agriculture, the decrease in farms between 1940 and 1945 ranged 
from less than 5 percent in the eastern Com Belt to nearly 10 
percent in Kansas. The loss in the number of farms in this 
area accounted for approximately one-half the decrease in the 
number of farms in the entire United States. However, in this 
area, the decrease in the number of tenant-operated farms ex­
.ceeded the decrease in the total number of farms. The net re­
sults of these changes were (1) an increase of 4.0 percent in 
owner-operated farms, although the total number of farms de­
creased 5:3 percent, and (2) a decrease· in the proportion of 
tenant-operated farms from 35.4 percent in 1940 to 29.1 percent 
in 1945. The proportion of tenancy recorded in 1945 was the 
lowest recorded in this area since 1910. Five factors merit 
mention as the explanation of the increase in the proportion of 
owner-operated farms, three of which tended toward an increase 
in the number of owner-operated farms and two toward a rela­
tively smaller decrease in owner-operated ;arms than in tenant­
operated farms. (1) Economic conditions were such as to en­
courage tenants and others to buy and operate farms. (~) The 
inclusion in 1945 of places with limited agric'ul tural operations, 
which dld not have sufficient production to be included in the 

original holdings were· too small for mechanized operations and 
the securing of more economic operational units was ·accom­
plished, in large part, through renting additional tracts. Many 
tenants and part owners in much of this area rent land from 
several landlords. 

Less than one-half of the farmers in the United States are 
in the South, yet more tnan five-eights of the tenants are in 
this area. The decrease in the number of tenant operators from 
1940 to 1945 was greater for the South than for the North and 
west combined, although the decrease was proportionately less 
than for either of the other regions. The loss of tenants in 
the South occurred largely on multiple-unit farms, or planta­
tions, with the land formerly operated by the tenant reverting 
to the "home farm. n 

Because of the general dependence upon hand labor, very 
. l1 ttle of the land in these former tenant farms could be oper­
ated by other tenants. Notwithstanding the large decrease in 
tenant operators,' there was very little increase in the average 
size of tenant operations. Whi).e, in some areas, a considerable 
part of the land contimted to be cultivated through increased 
mechanization and adjustment of farming operations to the 
available labor supply, the net result for the South as a whole 
was a loss {0,9 percent) in cropland harvested. 

Shifts, on multiple units or plantations, from wage hands 
to croppers or tenants or from croppers or tenants to wage hands 
have pronounced effects on the data for farm tenure in the 
south. Increases or decreases -in the number of tenants and 
croppers from one census to another result from these shifts. 
There was a decrease of 284,014 or 19.6 percent, in the number 
of tenant-operated farms in the South between· 1840 and 1945. 
The greatest decline iR the number of tenants occurred in the 
west South Central States where· the proportion of tenancy de-

1940 Census, increased the number of owner-operated farms, as creased from 52.6 to 41.3 percent. In some areas, particularly 
such places are usually owner-occupied. This factor was gen- in the tobacco-growing areas, there were increases in tile num­
erally of less importance in this area tnan in others. {3) Some ber of tenants. In South Carolina, despite· a marked loss in 
landlords took over the operation of farms left by tenants. farm populatioR, there was an increase of 3.6 percent in the 
(4) Ovmers generallY had more at stake than tenants and, hence, number of tenants. 
were less likely to seek wartime industrial employment, or when Croppers are the most numerous of the types of tenants in 
securing nonfarm employment were apt to continue to operate the Southern States, comprising 38.3 percent of all tenants in 
their farm on a part-time basis with the assistance of members ·that area. In the South Atlantic Division, nearly as many crop­
·of their families. (5) S(lme owner operators, who otherwise pers were reported in 1945 as in 1940. Cash tenants decreased 
would have rented their farms and retired, have continued to proportionately less in the South than elsewhere. 
operate them. Owner-operated farms in tne South increased approximately 

The highest proportions of tenancy were :t:ecorded in areas 10 percent from 1940 to 1945,a proportionately greater increase 
with the most productive farm lands, such as the cash-grain areas than in the North and the West. The gain in owners,particularly 
in Illinois and Iowa. In these particular areas there were no in full owners, is largely the result of the large increase in 
significant changes in either the proportion of tenancy or in small farms in this area. (See chapter II.) 
the proportion of land rented. Nearly one-fourth of the farm operators in the South are 

Throughout the North central States, there were general nonwhite. About the same proportionate changes occurred in 
decreases in cash tenants and iRcreases in share tenants be- white as nonwhite owners, although there are relatively few 
tween 1940 and 1945. The greatest loss was in share-cash ten- nonwhite owners. For tenants, on the other hand, the numerieal 
ants. Only about one-half as many tenants in this subgroup decrease in white tenants was eight times as .large as for non­
were reported 'in 1945 as in 1940. The number of cash tenants white tenants. Moreover, there was a decrease in the number 
decreased by 03.5 percent while the numher of share tenants for all subgroups of white tenants, while there was an increase 
gained 7.9 percent. Although some of the loss in share-cash of 13.1 percent for nonwhite cash tenants and 4.9 percent for 
tenants may be the result of changes in the inquiries on farm. nonwhite share tenants. 
tenure, enumerators in areas with a large number of share-cash In the West, as in other sections, there was a general in­
tenants generally reported an appreciable number of share-cash crease of owner-operated farms, with much of this increase 
tenants, indicating that rarely did they fail to recognize the represented by farms having limited agricultural operations. 
existence of this subgroup. This general increase was minimized by a decrease in the num-

In the North Central States, there was a decrease in the ber of Indian-oparated farms resulting from the difference in 
number of farm operators and a gain in both land in farms and method ·of enumerating agricultural operations of Indian .reser­
in cropland harvested. The land in farms of operators who left vations. In 1945, land in an Indian reservation used by the 
farming for employment in industry or for service in the armed Indians on a cooperative basis was reported as one farm with 
forces was taken over by farm operators who remained. These the Indian agent or person directly in charge as manager. How­
changes resulted in increases in the size of operations. There ever, individual returns were obtained when the Indians carried 
was an increase in the average size of both owner-operated and on their agricultural activities as independent operations. In 
tenant-operated farms and an increase of one-sixth in the num- previous censuses, as a general rule, an attempt was made to 
ber of owner operators renting additional land. The average obtain returns for each IRdian whose agricultural production 
size of farms operated by full owners increased 5.9 acres and wil.s sufficient to meet the minimum requirements of a farm. In 
of those operated by tenants, ll.l acres between 1940 and 1945. these censuses, the farm report for the reservation accounted 

Part-ovmer-operated farms in the North Central States not for acreage used for agricultural purposes that was not allotted 
only increased in number but also increased 29.8 acres in aver- or assigned to Indians or not leased to others. This cnange 
age size. The Dakotas show the largest proportion of part- in procedure resulted in the enumeration of approximatelY 
owner farms, with 38.1 percent of all farms in 1945, as com- 11,000 fewer Indian-operated farms in 1945 than in 1940. Since 
pared with 27.7 percent in 1940. In this general area ·the land allotted or assigned to Indians is consid~red owned, thiS 
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loss was in nonwhite owner-operated 'farms. It also resulted in 
the inclusion in farm acreage of more Indian grazing land. 
This increased acreage accounts for some of the increase in 
land in managed farms and, as many of the cooperative or reser­
vation returns were secured in the name of white managers, the 
increase is shown for white-operated rather than for nonwhite­
operated farms. The greatest differences resulting from this 
change in procedure were ia Arizona where approximately 7, 000 
fewer Indian operators were included in the.Indian reservation 
returns and where aboC~t 6,600,000 more acres of gr<tzing land in 
1945 than in 1940 were included as land in farms, and in New 
Mextco where there were about 3, 700 fewer Indian operators and 
approximately 3,250,000 more acres of grazing laad included in 
the reports ·for Indian reservations. (See chapter I.) 

The most significant change in the west was the large in­
crease in grazing land in farms. !.lost of this increase is re.! 

fleeted in the part-owner and manager operations. Part-owner· 
operated farms increased by 8.6 percent and all land in this 
subgroup increased by 28.3 percent. Of this increase,l0,3G4,l83 
acres represented a gain in rented land. Managed farms in this 
area increased by 23.2 percent. and the land in such farms more 
than doubled. The increase in land in these two tenure groups 
exceeded the total gain in acreage in all farms. Practically 
all of this increase represented grazing land, much of which 
was formerly open range. Changes in the administration and 
management of range land have brought under the control of 
individual operators increasing acreages of grazing land. In­
dividual returns for the two years indicate that additional 
acreages of grazing land are being leased from the Federal 
Government, from the various States, and from railroads, oil 
companies, lumber companies, cattle and land companies, etc. 

MOST FREQl£NT IVETHOD OF RENTING FARMS, JAN. I, 1945 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UNITED STATES TOTALS: 
ALL TENANTS_---- __ 1,858,421 
CASH TENANTS _______ 402,175 
SHARE- CASH TENANTS ___ I37,858 
SHARE TENANTS-':. _____ 689,359 
CROPPERS 11- - _______ 452,125 


