
CHAPTER III-.. COLOR AND TENl]RE OF FARM OPERATOR 
fnt.r.aduct.i(;R. -'!'hls chapter presents; by color and tenure 

of the farm operator, statistics collected in 194-b for the num­
ber, acreage, and value ·Of farms (land and buildin(';s) as of 
Ja-:nuary ·1 of that year and for the farm acreage classified ac­
coMl.mg to' use 1n 1944. Data are also p;lVen for the nurr.;,er, 
acreage., land utBization, and value for farms of various sizes 
'n ea·Ch· c.olor and tenure. class, the size grouping being based 
on th.e total acreage in th.e individual farm. Information is 
given for the. acreage al'ld value of ':;he owned and, rented por­
tions oJ~ P!!-rt-owner opel'ated farms. A similar break-down of 
the ·acreage in managed farms according to. wJ::iether owned or 
rented by tl,J.e. employer makes possible a summarization of all 
land 1n farms bW tenure uncter which o·perated .. 

Data p;re•sented heretn by color and tenure of the farm 
operator represent tota.ts f.or the 1JJ.!J.1ted States; regions, di vi­
sicms, and States. Statistics by co unties are presented in 
velUlll!l I. The number of farms by color of the farm operator. 
(Southern States oJ:iilY) and the number of farms by tenure are 
shown .by mJ:ilo:r civil dciv1s1ons (toWJ:iiships, precincts, et•c.) in 
m1no'!'.Ci1(1'1. divis·ion ta.ble 1 which is ava1la.ble by eounttes at 
the cost •of inakf.:ng co pie.s of t'l:J.6 tab:te. 

o.ther .data re1at1ng tQ the characteristics of the farm 
operato!ii'"are presented in chapter IV. These include age, resi­
dlmce on o·r off the farm o:pet1ated, the number of years the farm 
o•peli'ator had beeJ:il operating th\1 farm he was occupying at the 
time of' the .ce.nsus·, and 'the number of days he had worked during 
the· year 'precedi·ng tl:J.e census date at jobs other than the opera­
tion of his farm. Of these c·haracteristics, only the age or 

·the farm opE;lrator is classified by co:lor and tenure. Clos~ly 

rel.ated subjects include rarm population and farm la<>or pre­
!!ented in chapter v and farm fac11Hies ln chapter VI. Addi­
tional items classi'fied by color and tenure of the farm opera-· 
tor, based on a sample of .the farms enu.~.erated in the 194c 

-census,are in~lud·ed in a separate report. 
Statistics. by color and tenure· of the farm opera~or repre­

sent only one of several methods for measurin;:; the relacive 
importance and characteristics o1' rarms. The numoer, acreag;e, 
and value of farms classified by the total land area in each 
farm are presented in chapter II; the numter or farms and the 
value of products sold or used by farm households classlf i~d 
by type of farm and by gross rarm income are prese:-, ted in chap­
ter x; and the number of farms classified by cropland harvested 
in chapters I and II, ':J~r value of implements and rrachinery in 
chapters I and VI, by amount of cash wages paid in chapter V, 
and by number of tractors in chapter vr. Simple totals for ~;ne 

number, acreage, and value of farms as of the census date, and 
the farm acreage classified according to use for che precedin~ 
calendar year are presented in chapter I. 

Color-tenure classification.-A classification of ,tarm 
operators by tenure has been made at each census beginnin.~· w1 th 
1880, and a classification by color of rarm opera1:or, with 
cross-classification of color and tenure, has been made a~ each 
census since l9UO. Tne classff1cat1on has var.ed rrom census 
to· census. ~'he number of tenure classes nas ran<~ea rrom ohree 
in 1880 to nl ne in 19<;0, with eight in 1940 and liJ45. 'rhe par­
ticula.;r tenure classes included in the reports for· each census 
and their relation to the 1945 clastiification are sho~n in 
table 1. In all years, the color classification has consisted 

Ta"tlle 1.-"TENU'f.lE CLASSES INCLUDED IN THE REPORTS FOE EACH CENSUS, WITH THE NUMBER OF FARMS IN EACH CLASS: 13aO TO 1945 

1945 l941l 1935 1951} 1925 1920 1910 1900 1S90 15!:0 

I, OWners 

·Foll.l ·o\me,rs FuiLiJ,. ·o,iners Full.l ·owne.r,s Full owners Full ·owners owners owniri(; OWners ownine 5,148,54~ 
entire fann ent.ire fann ~ 

OWners &."ld 
3.,·301 ,.361 3,084,158 5,2lll,224 2,911,644 5,313,490 3,366,510 3,554,8H? tenants 1 

55,29~ ~ul tivated by Gu.l :.iva ted b:;• 

' owners owners 

P&r>t Gwners l?a·rt ownerS Par-.t Ovmers Par:t; o~ers Pa.rt ·owners Qwners hiring owner~ ren ti!W Part owners s,2es, 728 2,994,30~ addi tl.onal land addi 'tl.onal lan:l 
661l,.51l2 615,0,59 688,867 656,750 554,842 

ss8,5ilo 5~3,825 
451,376 

JJanag~rs. ).(anagers Managers vanagers uanage:l"s Manage·rs Managers Manaeers 

· 58,:885 36;351 48,.104 55,.889 41l,700 68,449 58,104 59,085 

A\l.l. tenants All tenants Tenan-ts Tenan·ts Tenan.ts Ten&.ll..'t.S Tenants Te!lB.nts Rented Rented 

l,es8,421 11:,.361,271 2,865,155 2,.664,365 2,462,608 2,454,804 2,354,676 2,024,9'64 1,294,~13 1,024,601 

cash cash cash 
cash ca~h cash cash 461l,009 751,665 Rented !"or fixed ·'Rented for fixed 

(2) 712,294 money value money ren ':.al 
402,175 514,438 489,.210 393,452 (Includes stand- , (Includes stand- (Includes s t.andinc; 

::l.ing ren-ters- ror renters and un- 454,659 322,557 
No~th &nd West) 

ing ren.ters) 
specit'ieci tenants) 

Sha:r.e ... oash .Sha·N-cash (.•) (•) (2) Share-cash · Sha·re-:-cash 
1~7,.858 278,605 127,822 128,466 

Sh~re 
Share Sh&re (2) (2} (•) Share 

1,273,299 Rented :.'o:" si':.are Rented fo~· she. re 
·694,928 81·5,799 1,117;721 o~· p::-o::!ucts o!" produc:.s 

Share 
(Includes shar.e- 840,2b4 702,244 

Cr~ppers· · c;roppe~s Croppe·~s C110ppers . Croppe>:"s Croppe·rs 1,599,925 ce.sh tenun ts) 
(South Onll') (South onll') (South only) .(South only) , · (South only) (South only) 

446,556· 541,291 716,256 776,278 ' 623,058· 561,09il 

Standinr.: :renters .. (Standing rent.ers 

eth~" ana 0~er and. (South only) included with 
(Includerl in (Included in cash tenants) ( Inclurted with unspeoi.f:l.ed unspecified <•l ' (•) (~) 104,.996 

cash tenants) above tenant. above tenan!. 
176,904 ~11,138 Unspecified uns;,ecj f'ied ~lasses) classes) 

63,165 113,993 

1. ;n.ewne.r ~ terui.nt" .f'ams llere. OJ?&N'ted joint.ly by the O'ft'll8t" and ·a tenant working for a share of the products. This tenure class was recogni~ed in the ins t.ruc Uons 'to 
.en)linan.ton· !'or bqth ~b~ ~~ll.0 &J?.d· .1900" ·CE!nsuaes. ~aauch a.s ~e number of s-uCh cases ·was ver:l limited a!:d t.he ownt!:- was oi"ten a parent ~nr! the tena:':t £. son, t:t:.is c.: ass 
·l!aS .. conso~icj,ate:c! ¥>·the l9l:'O reports with .rams operated by, ~eir owners. 
n. - 2 -~r '1935,. -~1· tenan,ts other than croppe-rs we-re :published as. 1101ihel~ tenant.sn J for .1~30 and 1925, all tenant~ other tl an cash tenants and croP}-e rs .y,,._ ~ ~s 
Othe,r t.e~·tSi.~- . 
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