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Table :0.-'-VA.Ltru 0? FAHI~ IMPLEME)ITS AND MACHINJ-:RY, 1850 TO 1945; AND 
MOTOm'RtiCKs, TRA.CTORS, AND AUTOMOBILES ON FAW.IS, 1920 TO 1945; FOR 
THE UNITED STATES 

[Fi~~es for divisions and States in tables 13 to 17] 

FA '!JS ;JEPO!!TING 

N\l'llber 

value of fann. implements a.nd 
ma.ctine:ryl .~ . ........... 1945 •. ,704,549 

1940, 5,015,252 
1930. 5,523,424 
1925. (*) 
1920. (*) 
1910.. (*) 
l900. (*) 
1890. (*) 
1880. (*) 
1870 .. · (*) 
1860.. (*) 
1850.. (*) 

Fa·nns reporting value of imple-
ments anri macldnery by amount. 
reported (excluding ay.to-
mobiles), hl45: 

$1 to $99 ..................... ,0S3,6S5 
S1 oo M9................. 604,024 
$50 to $99.. ... • • . • • • • . • • • 449,6cl· 

$100 <o S>.49.. • • • . • • • • . • . • • • . 897, 968 
~250 <o $499................ . 441,614 
$500 to :t749.. • . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 583,204 
$750 to $99U.. ... •• • • ••• ..... 170,584 
51,000 "' $2,499 ............. ,107,£>80 

$1,000 to $1,49!;1 .......... ~ 45~,562 
$1,500 to 52,49>!.......... 604,018 

~2,500 and ove!"',, ••••.••.• -.•• 660,'214 
~2, 500 to ~.4, ~99 ........ 0 • 500' O!:Jl 
$5,000 to $9,999...... •• •• 12,,044 
$10,000 and over......... 31,079 

Motortrucks on fanns •...•. 1945. 
1940. 
1B30. 
1920. 

1 motortruck ..•..... 1945. 
2 or more motor-

trucks •• .......... . 1:.J45. 
:!o·tortrucks with no 

automobiles." ....••.•. 194!5. 

1,299, 350 
944,184 
815,335 
1:11,551 

1, lvS, 976 

13~, 374 

Tractors on· farms ••••••••• 194:5. ~,'JU2,5•.:2 

1940. 1,40~·,697 
1930.. 851,457 
1925.. 473,848 
1~20. 229, 3.:S2 

1 t.rac:.or ... ......•.. .• 1945. 1,1378,569 
2 trac'tors .. ........ : . . 1:345. 2~7,195 
3 or mo,re tracto·rs •..... l945. 57,098 

Au;tomobi1es· on fanns •.•.•.. 194'5. 3,.6301 43~ 
. 1940. 3, 542,036 

1930. :>,650,003. 
1920. 1,9~9,564 

)'!-Not avail:a.ble. 

Per­
cent 

of all 
fanns 

80.3 
82.3 
87,9 
(>)~ 

(«) 
(*). 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 

18.0 
10,3 

7. 7 
15.2 

7.5 
6.5 
2.9 

18.9 
7.7 

ll.2 
ll.::s 

8,5 
2.~ 

0.5 

22.2 
15,5 
13,4 

2.0 
19.9 

2.3 

6,o: 
34.~ 

25.1 
13.5 

7.4 
3.6 

28.6 
4.6 
1.0 

62.0 
58.1 
58.0 
::SO.? 

NWBE:t OR t.~!OUNT 

Total 

(dollars) 

5,146,851,100 
s,oso,1a7,389 
S,3Cl,654,481 
2,€91, 703,629 
3, 594,772,928 
1,265,149,783 

749,775,970 
494,24.7,467 
406, 520,05~ 

2 270,913,678 
246,118,141 

.151,587,638 

(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(•) 
(*) 
(•) 
(*) 
(*) 
( i~) 
(*) 
(•) 
(•) 

(nu:nber) 
1,490,590 
1,047,084 

900,385 
13~,16~ 

1,165,976 

324,324 

(*) 

2,421, ?47 
1,567,430 

920,021 
505,933 
24C,08~ 

1,678,369" 
5::54,3~)0 

208,988 

4,148,275 
4,144,136 
4,134, 675 
2,146, 062 

Increase or 
decrease (-) from 
precedi·n g census 

~l1.1nber 

(dollars) 

2,086,663,711 
-241,4G7 ,092 
609,950,852 

-903' 0.69' 299. 
2,329,625,145 

515,373,813 
255,528, 503 

87,727,412 
135,606,377 

21,795,537 
:J4, 530,503 

--- ------··--

(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
(•) 
(•) 
(*) 
(*) 

(m.t::,ber) 
41.1,216 
14.G, €99 
761,216 

----------
----------
------------

(*) 

854,317 
647,409 
414,088 
259,850 

-----------
-------------·----------
-.----------

4,139 
9,461 

1,988,315 
-·---------

Per­
cent 

68.2 
-7.3 
22.7 

-25.1 
184.1 

68.7 
51;7 
21.6 
50.1 
10.1 
62.4 

(•) 
(*) 
(•) 
(*) 
(*) 
(•) 
( ~~) 
(•) 
(•) 
(*) 
(*) 
(<) 
(•) 
(*) 

42.::S 
16.3 

547.0 

(,,) 

04.5 
70.4 
8l.S 

105.6 

o.1 
0.2 
~2.6 

1 Figures fo·r 1945 exclude automobiles; those for 1940 and earlier yearS include 
automobiles. 

2 Val.ue ir. gold-approXimately one-fifth less than reported currency ·values pub­
lished in the 1870 repo·rt which shows $356, 8781 429 for value of i:nplements and 
machinery. 

A value of imple[[l3nts and machinery was reported for 
4,704,549 or 80.3 percent of all farms. With 1,154,620 farms 
not reporting, it appears that the value or implemeNts and ma­
chinery has also been incompletely enu[[l3raced through failure 
to obtain reports for this item. It is true that many farms 
may ha~e ha<i no implements and machinery or they may have had 
only a few hand tools of insignificant value. In some instances, 
tl:!e machineJZy and eouipment used by tenants and croppers are 
furnist>ed by the landlord and are kept on lan1 operated by him. 
In plantation areas, the returns for multiple units auite fre­
quently ah,ow all 01' tlle implements and machinery on the "he>me 
farni." In hi6]1ly developed fruit ar'!laS, part! cularly in the 
citrus areas of .Florida, Texas, and California, the various 
farm operations may be performed for many owners by one manager 
or by one or more cont.ract operators. In such cases, many of 
the groves would not show reports of imple[[l3nts and machinery, 
since the machlnery was to be reported for the farm where it was 
kept. · 

The value of Implements an6 machinery has been obtained at 
each census beginning with 1850, with the exception of 1935. 
The value fi~res .shown for each census presumably represent 
the market value op. the census date, although specific mention 
of evaluating the property at what it would sell first !l:PPeared 
in the 1nstr~:~ctions for the 1900 Census. Prior to that time, 

the inouiries asked for "cash value" or merely "value" w: thout 
;''Jrther o ualificati on. 

'!'he kinds of property represented in the value of implements 
and machinery were essentlally the same for each census, with 
the exception of the e]\clusion or automobiles in 1946. In the 
Censuses of 1920 to 1940, the schedu:e lnouiry relating to the 
value of implements and machinery used in operating the farm 
spec! fl cally mentioned automobiles as one o~ the items to be 
included. Since many automobiles on farms were used primarily 
for nonfarn purposes and are often owned by persons· other than 
the farm operator, it was not possible to determine to what 
extent the value of automobiles was included. Therefore, the 
inouiry for 1945 for value of implements and machinery specifi­
cally excluded che value of automobiles. 

Because of a change in price level, a comparison of the value 
of farm implements and rre.chinery, as reported in 1945, with 
those for earlier censuses does not provide a satisfactory meas­
·ure of change in the cuant1ties of implerents and 1113.chinery on 
farms. Between 1940 and 1945, the value of imple[[l3nts and 1113.­
chinery increased by 68.2 percent. During this same period, the 
value or farm lan'i and buildings increased.by 37.9 percent w1 th 
a part of this increase ~ue to an increase in land in fhrms. 
However, the prir.es received by farmer·s for farm products dou­
bled. Although a part of the increase in value of implements 
and machinery was due to more equipment, as :indicated by the in­
creases in numbers of tractors and mc,tortrucks, much or the 
eouipment was old and in need of replacement. It is likely that 
most of the increase in value was due merely to higher prices. 
That the value or implements and machinery increased to a much 
greater extent than the value of land and buildlngs was probably 
due to the strong demand for machlnery to supplant lost manpower 
and to replace the worn out machinery. 

The amounts of implements and machlnery on farms vary greatly 
from one area to another. In the North Central States where 
farming is highly mechanized, approximately one-half of the farms 
had at least $1,000 worth of implements and rrach!nery with 
approximately 1 in 5 having $2,500 or more; the proportions be­
ing sorewhat higher in the West North Central than in the East 
North Central States. In the South, where greater dependence 
is placed on hand labor, more than one-t,alf of the farms which 
reported a value of implement"' and machinery had less than $500 
worth with a large proportion reporting less than $100 value. 

Table 4.-NUM:BE!l OF FARMS, CROPLAND F..ARVESTED, AND HORSES AND !ruLES ON 
FARMS, 1920 TO 1945; FAW.IS CLASSIFIED AS TO DWELLINGS, 1945, AND 
AS TO RESIDENT OPERATORS, 1945 AND 1940; AND RURAL FARM DWE"LLJNGS, 
1940; FOR THE UNITED STATES 

[Figures far divisions and States in tables 18 and 19] 

lTJil,! AND YEAR 

Fanns, total ................................................... 194:5,. 
1940 .. 
1935 .. 
1930 •• 
1925 .. 
1920 .. 

Cropland harvested (acres) ...................................... 1944 .. 
. 1939 •• 

1934 •• 
1929 .. 
1924 .. 

1 1919 •• 

Farm~ classified as 'to dwellings, 1945: 
0\'.'ellines reported . .................... , ..........................• 
Dwellings not reported .. ....••.•..... , ................ , ..........• 

Fanns classified as to resident operators: 
With resident operators .......•....... ;., .........••....•.. ,]945 .. 

1940 •• 
\Vithout resident operator ...........•.•.........•........... 1945 •. 

1940 .. 
With ;resident operator not repo~ted •. .•...•.............. ..• 1945 .. 

1940 .. 

Rural-fann-d.wellin~ units, 2 total .............................• 1940 •• 
Occupied •...•.•.............••............••.........•.....• 1940 •. 

Horses and mules on farm.s ...••.•.•.•...•..............•.•...•.• 1945., 
1940,·.· 
1935 .. 
1930 .. 
1925 .. 
1920 .. 

N1.m1ber 

·5,859,169 
6,096, 799 
6,812,550 
6,288, 64S 
6,371,640 
6,448,343 

552,865,765 
52.1,2.42.,430 
295,E24,1?6 
359' 242' 091 
344,549,267 
548,603,729 

5, 721,903 
137,266 

5,459,841 
5, 506,322 

356,893 
315,598 
62,435 

276,679 

7' 642',2.81 
7,106,559 

ll,626, 794 
15,931,531 
16,6?6,010 
18,757,524 
22,081,520 
25,i99,552 

1 The tot.al acreage of crops for l'lbich figures are available (excluding 14,502,932 
acres of corn for forage, as most of this was probably ·duplicated in the acreage of 
corn harvested for g~n) • 

2 As sho'Ml in the 1940 census of Housing reports. 


