FARM FACILITIES, ROADS, AND FARM MACHINERY

fable 3.—VALUE OF FARM I‘I‘.LPLEB‘IENTS AND MACHINERY, 1850 TO 1845; AND
MOPORTRUCKS, TRACTORS, AND AUTOMOBILES ON PARMS, 1920 T0 1945;

THE UNITED STATES
[‘:’i;:\u'es for divisions and States in tables 13 to 17]

FOR .

FARMS AEPORTING NUBE: OR ALOUNT
Increagse or
ITEM AL YEAR Per- decrease (=) from
cent preceding census
Nomber | oo a0y Total
fams N Pere
. Number cent
value of farm implements and (dollars) (dollars)
machineryl oieeeenesas ...1945,.04,704,549 |  80.3|5,146,851,100{2,036,663,711 | 68.2
1940,.5,015,252 | 82.3|3,060,187,389| -241,467,092] -7.3 |
1930, 5,525,424 |  87.9[3,301,654,4681| 609,950,852 | . 22.7
1985.d T () (%) =|2,£91,705,629| -903,069,290 | -25.1
. 192044 . (#) () |3,504,772,928|2,329,623,145 | 184.1
1910.., () (%) <|1,265,149,783| 515,373,813 | 68.7
1900, (#) (%) | 749,775,970] 255,528,503 | 51,7
1890, 4 (%) (%) | 494,247,467 87,727,412 | 21.6
1880.. (%) (#) | 406,580,055| 135,606,377 | S50.1
1870, (%) (%) {2270,913,678 24,795,557 | 10.1
1860.. (%) (#) | 245,118,141 4,530,503 | 6R.4
1830, (=) (%) |., 151,587,638 ———-ucmmmrmm ——
Fams. reporting value of impgle-
ments and machinery by amount
reported (excluding ayto-
mobiles), 1945:

S 0 $9%eucensieronnns [,053,685 18.0 (%) (3) (%)
1 w $49. .. 604,024 10.3 (=) [€)) (#)
$50 £0 8994 eieenanen 449,6¢1 7.7 (=) (%) (%)

$100 to $249..... . 887,868 15.2 (#) (=) ()

8250 t0 $499i e . 441,614 7.5 () (%) (=)

$500 te 3749..... J 383,204 645 {#) (%) (3t}

$750. to 8999..... 170,384 249 (=) (=) (36}

$1,000° v $2,499... L, 107, 580 18.9 {#) (%) (%)
$1,000 to 81,48v... 453,562 7.7 (#) (#) (%)
31,500 to $2,499. 654,018 11l.2 (=) (%) ()

$2,500 and over..... 860,214 11.% () (%) ()
*82,500 to $4,999. 500,091 8.5 (=) (%) (=)
$5,000 o $9,999. 12v,044 2.2 () (%) - (%)
$10,000 and ovex. - 31,07 0.5 (=) (%) (=)
. {muxaber) (number)
sotortrucks on fams......1945.J1,293,350 22.2 1,490,300 445,216 [ 42.3
1840. 4 944,184 18,5 1,047,084 146,592 | 16.3
1930.. 845,335} - 13.4 800,385 761, 216 547.0
1920, 131,551 2.0¢. 138,186y —
1 mObOTEIUCK v eesss.1945,f1,106,876 | 13,9 1,165,976 ——
2 or more motor-
truckSeeseenerass «.1045.4 135,374 .3 324,324 ——--memmmmme | e
Motorirucks with no
aubomablles...........1945.. 339,547 6,9 (%)
Tractors on farms.ve. ... k846, 42,000,682 34,2 2,421,747
1940, J1,40:,897 | 23.1 1,567,430
1980,.4 851,457 13.5 920,021
1925, 473,848 7.4 505,983
19R0.4 228,352 3.6 248,088

1 GrBCIOTyve s nenranes 1,578,368 | 28.6 1,678,369

2 LraCtOrSececssesssd R67,195) 4.5 554,510

3 or more tractors.....k945.d 57,008 1.6 208,988

Autonobiles on famS......1945.43,630,45% 62.0 4,148,275 4,139 0.1
1940, 43,542,036 | - 58.1 4,144,136 9,461 | 0.2
1938, 5,650,003] 58,0 4,134,875 1,988,313 | 92,6
1920, 41,979,564 50,7 2,146,362 ~-——m—mmmmee | e

stNot avéiﬂ.abls. :

1Fizures for 1945 exclude automobiles; those for 1940 and earlier years include
automobiles,

2yslue in geld—apvroximately one-fifth less than reported currency values pub—
lished in the 1870 report which shows $336,878,429 for value of implements and
machinery.

A value of Implements and machinery was reported for
4,704,549 or 80.3 percent of all farms. With 1,154,620 farms
not reporting, it appears that the value of implements and ma-
chinery has also been incompletely enumerated through failure
to obtain reports tor this item. It is true that many farms
may have had ho implements and machinery or they may have had
only a few hand tools of insignificant value. In some instances,
the machinery and ecuipment used by tenants and croppers are
furnished by the landlord and are kept on land operated by him.
In plantation areas, .the returns for multiple units ouite fre-
quently show all of the implements and machinery on the "home
farm.™ In hignly developed frult areas, particularly in the
citrus areas of Florida, Texas, and Califomia, the various
farm operations may be performed for many owners by one manager
or by one or mere contract operators. In such cases, many of
the groves would not show reports of implements and machinery,
zince the machinery was to be reported for the farm where it was

ept.

The value of 1mp1ements and machinery has been obtalned at
éach census beginning with 1850, with the exception of 1935.
The value figures shown for each census presumably réprésent
the market velué on thé census date, although specific mention
of evaluating the property at what it would sell first appeared
in the instructions for the 1900 Census. Prior to that time,
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the inauiries asked for "cash value® or merely "value" without
Turther cuvalification,

The kinds of property represented in the value of Implements
and machinery were essentially the same for each census, with
the exception of the exclusion of automobiles in 1845, In the
Censuses of 1920 to 1940, the schedule 1noguiry relatinz to the
value of implements and wmachinery used in operating the rarm
specl flcally mentloned automobiles as on2 of the items to be
included. Since meny automobiles on ' farms were used primarily
for nonfarm purposes and are often owned by persons-other than
the farm operator, 1t was not possible Lo determine to what
extent the value of automobliies was included. Therefore, the
inculry for 1945 for value of implements and machinery specifi-
cally excluded the value of automobiles.

Because of a change in price level, a comparison of the value
of farm implements and wechinery, as reported in 1945, with
those for eariier censuses does not provide a satisfactory meas-
ure of change in the cuantities of impiements and machinery on
farms. Between 1940 and 1945, the value of 1mplements and ma-
chinery increased by 68.2 percent. During this same period, the
value of farm land and bulldings increased by 37.9 percent wilth
a part of this increase due to an Increase in land In farms.
However, the prines recelved by farmers for farm products dou-
bled. Although a part of the increase in value of implements
and machinery was due to more equipment, as indicated by the in-
creases in numbers of tractors and mciortrucks, much of the
euulpment was old and in nzed of replacement, It is 1likely that
most of the increase in value was due merely to Higher prices.
That the value of implements and machinery increased to a much
greater extent than the value of land and bulldings was probably
due to the strong demand for machinery to supplant lost manpower
and to replace the worn out machinery.

The amounts of implements and machinery on farms vary greatly
from one area to another. In the North Central States where
farming 1s highly mechanized, approximately one-half of the farms
had at least $1,000 worth of implements and machinery with
approximately 1 in 5 having $2,500 or more, the proportions be-
ing somewhat higzher in the West North Central than in the East
North Central States. In the South, where greater dependence

C1s placed on hand lavor, more than -one-half of the farms which

reported a value of implements and machinery had less than $500
worth with a large proportion reporting less than 100 value.

Table 4.~--NUMBER OF FARMS, CROPLAND EARVESTED, AND HORSES AND MULES ON
PARMS, 1920 T0 1945; FARMS CIASSIFIED AS TO DWELLINGS, 1945, AND
AS TO RESIDENT OPERATORS, 1945 AND 1940; AND RURAL FARM DWELLTNGS,
1940; FOR THE UNITED STATES

[Figures for divisions and States in tables 18 and 19]

ITEM AND YEAR Number
FaIms, t0%a)lcu.eerncisncanaans eeteetitereaetaereraranetenanea 1945.. 5,859,169
1940.. 6,096,799
1935.. €,812,350
1930.. 6,288, 648
1925,. 6,371,640
) 1920.. 6,448,343
Cropland harvested (8cres)seceeseciscens ceetrearee e ereeee vee.esl944,, 352,865,765
s 1939.. 321,242,430
1984..| 295,624,176
1929.. 359,242,091
lgR4a..| 344,549,287
11918,. 348,603,728
bams classified as to dwellings, 1945:

Dwellings reportedecccccivecaceeranane Ceabesane Ceenritesanan eeee 5,721,908
Dwellings not reported....... Craeencervoiatann teenes ceverana Ceeses 137,2¢6

Farms classified as to resident operators:
With resident operatorsese..s. sestssessaes1945., 5,459,841
. 1940.. 5, 506, 522
Without resident operator....... Cretesestiteesiecscinacanrans 1948.., 356,895
1840.. 315,598
With resident operator not reported.....veseeec.. ceserananas .1945,. 62,435
1940.. 276,879
Rural-farm-dwelling units, ® tot8l..ceieeuesusnscanne reneas ve.s1940.. 7,642,281
0ceUPIBAeciirareeanstacronsesvaneras teceessatnaceenas teecen 1940.. 7,106,558
Horses and mules on LAIMS..ececaceavesvsassocrsaccssanssarsesseslB45., 11,628,794
1940,.+" 13,931,531
19%5.. 16,876,010
1930.. 18,737,524
1925.. 22,081,520
1820..¢ 25,199,552

1 The total acreage of crops for which figures are available (excluding M,502,932
acres of corn for forage, as most of this was probably -duplicated in the acx'eage of
corn harvested for grain).

2 As shown in the 1940 Census of Housing reports.



