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CHAPTER V-FARM POPULA'fiON AND FARM LABOR 
Introductton.--Statistics collected in the 1945 Census of 

Agriculture are presented in this chapter f'or (1) dwellings and 
population on farms and (2) farm workers and cash paid for farm 
labor. Data are included for occupied and unoccupied dwellings 
and for farm population by a,ge and sex groups. Occupied dwell­
ings and farm population are shown separately for farms with 
one dwelling and for farms with two or more dwellings. The 
statistics tor farm workers relate to the farm operator, unpaid 

. members of his ~amny, and hired workers, working during the 
week ot January 1-6, 1945. Cash paid tor farm labor relates to 
the year 1944. 

The figures are given for the United St&tes, regions, divi­
sions, and States. The data are arranged to facilitate compar­
ison of one section, or one State, with another. In the tables 
presenting figures by States, the States are arranged in geo­
graphic order to permit comparisons among States in the same 
general area. An outline map showing the States and geographic 
divisions and regions appears in the Introduction to this vol­
ume. Some of the tables provide for comparison of the 1945. 
Census data for selected items, while others bring together 
figures for several censuses. The United States, or summary, 
tables present comparable data for earlier years whenever 
available. 

In order that the user ot these data may quickly picture 
the geographic distribution of tarm population,farm workers, 
and cash paid for farm labor,· a set of maps supplements the. 
tabular presentation. A graphic picture of the historical 
changes is shown by a series of bar charts. The dot maps were 
made on a county-unit basis in accordance with the scale indi­
cated on each_ map. Jta.ps designed on such a scale sometimes tan 
to indicate the presence of an item when there may actually 
have been a number of reports for an area. For example, the 
scale used in the map for cash wages paid shows 1 dot equals 
$500,000. In this map counties with a total cash outlay for 
farm labor of less than $2{)0,000 do not have a dot and those 
with $250,000 up to $749,999 have only 1 dot. Thus, in the 
State of Tennessee with $18,598,049 paid for farm labor there 
appear only 29 dots, not 37. 

Data for farm dwellings,farm population, and farm labor are 
presented by counties in volume I. Similar infornation for 
minor civil divisions (townships,precincts,etc.) for dwellings, 
farm populat:l:on, and wages is included in minor civil division 
table 1 which, although unpublished, is available by counties 
for the cost .of making copies of the table. Numbers of farm 
workers are not available by minor civil divisions. 

A s.eparate report presents,for a sample of farms enumerated 
intthe 1945 census, additional information on farm population 
and farm households obtained for these sample farms. This re­
port includes more detailed information on the age distribution 
of the farm population. It also includes data on dwellings, 
population, and expenditures for farm labor for farms in each 
or several class1fications,such as color and tenure of the farm 
operator, amount of gross farm income, and size of farm. 

Other data closely related to farm pq;>ulat1on and farm labor· 
are presented in chapters III, IV, and VI of this volume. Sta­
tistics on the residence of farm operators are shown in chapter 
IV together with such characteristics as the age of the opera­
tor, the days worked off the farm, and the number of years the 
operator had occupied the farm he was operating on the census 
date. Information for tenure or the farm operator is presented 
in chapter III. Figures on fac1li ties in the rarm dwelling are 
included in chapter VI. 

The data presented in this chapter from the censuses of 
agriculture represent tabulations of informatton secured by 
Census enumerators for places enumerated as farms and are lim­
ited to such places. 

A farm is defined briefly as all rand on Which some agricultural 
oper~ are performed by one person, either by his own labor alone 
or with the assistance of members of his household,or hired employees. 
Tracits of less than 3 acres are considered to be farms only if their 
agricultural products for the calendar year preceding the census date 
Were valued at $250 or more. 

748387 0 - 47 - 22 

A facsimile of the 1945 questionnaire used to collect the 
data, including the instructions to Census enumerators, appears 
in the Appendix to this volume. 

A farm operator is the person who works a farm, performing the 
l~bor himself or directly supervising it. The number of farm operators 
is identical with the number of farms. 

Farms reporting, as used in the tables,den9tes the number of farms 
for which the specified items shown in the particular table were 
reported. 

For example, in 1945 the census enumerators,when collecting 
information for the 5,859,169 farms in the United States, re­
corded-6,996,538 dwellings on 5,721,903 of these farms. The 
number of farms reporting dwellings is thus 5,721,903. In gen­
eral, the farms reporting a particular item represent the num­
ber of farms having that item or characteristic. Since the 
enumerators occasionally failed to obtain information for every 
1nquiry,the number of fanns actually haVing a particular item or 
characteristic may be somewhat larger than the number reporting. 

Dwelltmis on farms.--In the 1945 Census of Agriculture 
this term is applied to dwellings located on tracts of land 
enumerated as farms. The total number of occupied dwellings on 
farms includes not only those of resident farm operators but 
also those of farm workers, landlords, relatives, and others 
living on farms and not paying cash rent for their dwellings. 
Dwellings on farms include dwellings on such places as village, 
town, or city lots on which gardening,poultry keeping, or other 
agricultural actiVity produced enough to meet the minimum re­
quirements for classification as tarms. 

The instructions to Census enumerators relating to farm 
dwellings in 1945 specifically excluded "dwellings rented to 
others and tourist camps or institutional buildings." This ex­
clusion conformed to the Census de-finition of land in farms 
which excluded land rented to others (other than the farm oper­
ator), and, when fanning was combined. with nonfarm activities 
(but not otherwise), all land and buildings not actually used 
for farming purposes were excluded. Dwellings located in rural 
areas on tracts of land which were formerly farms, or parts of 
farms, but. which tracts on the census date were abandoned or 
idle as to farming activities were not classed as farm dwell­
ings, even though used for residential purposes. 

Since not all dwellings in rural areas are on farms and not 
all farm dwellings are in rural areas, the term "dwellings on 
farms" is not synonymous with dwellings located in rural areas 
or in the open country. Nor are "dwellings on farms" identical 
with the dwellings of persons whose occupation is that of a 
farmer or farm wortcer. Not all farmers live on farms (see 
chapter IV, Residence of farm operator), nor are all dwellings 
on farms occupied by households engaged in agriculture. 

Although not entirely comparable, data relating to dwell­
ings on farms are presented for earlier censuses. These data 
are taken from two sources; those for 1935 are from the census 
or agriculture; those for 1940, 1930, and 1920 are from the 
censuses of population. The fOllowing explanation presents the 
important facts bearing on the comparability of statistics from 
these two sources. 

The number of dwellings on farms, both occupied and unoccu­
pied, was obtained in the 1935 Census of Agriculture by a method 
similar to that used in 1945. In 1935, there was no specific 
instruction to exclude dwellings rented to others but, as in 
1945, land rented to others (other than the farm operator) was 
to be excluded. With no specific instructions to the contrary, 
dwellings rented out doubtless were, to some extent, included 
in 1935. In the 1925 census or Agriculture, information on farm 
popUlation was collected, but no information was secured as to 
the number of families or dwellings represented. 

In the 1940 Census or Population, a count was obtained of 
occupied and vacant farm dwelling units. A dWelling unit was 
defined as the living quarters occupied, or intended for occu­
pancy, by one household. Two or more households may occupy a 
single residential structure or "dwelling,•as the term was used 
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prior to 1940. In the 1930 and 1920 Censuses of Population, a 
count was made of the number of farm families which count was 
roughly comparable with the number of households living on farms 
and therefore with~ number of occupied farm dwelling units in 
1~40. Probably the number of occupied farm dwelling units is 
roughly comparable with the number of occupied dwellings ontarms, 
since the number of dwelling units exceeded the number of resi­
dential structures in 1940 by less than 2 percent. 

In the 1920, 1930, and 1940 Censuses of Population, there 
were specific instructions to consider as farm dwelling units 
all units located on farms. The exclusion of rented dwellings 
in the 1945 Census of Agriculture had an appreciable effect on 
the comparability of the figures for dwellings on farms With 
earlier censuses, especially the 1940'Census. 

Although the 1920, 1930,and 1940 Censuses of Population and 
Agriculture were taken, concurrently by the same enumerators, it 
is probable that the number of dwellings counted as on farms 
was different from the number that would have been counted if 
only a census of agriculture had been taken in those years. The 
instructions for the 1920 Population Census stated definitely 
that members of families living on tracts of land enumerated as 
farms should be recorded in the farm population and also speci­
fied.that families of hired farm laborers who, although not 
living on farms, were living in rural areas outside of incor­
porated places should be reported as farm population. The in­
structions for the 1930 Census of Population provided that a 
family was to be reported as living on a farm "If the family 
lives on a farm, that is, a place for which a farm schedule is 
made out and which is also locally regarded as a farm." The 
instructions for 1940 did not specifically state that households 
living on tracts of land enumerated as farms on the agriculture 
schedule should be regarded as· farm households, though this 
might have been inferred, since the same enumerator was col­
lecting both population and farm data at the same time. Nor 
did the instructions preclude the reporting of a household as 
living on a farm if the members of the hous.ehold thought of 
themselves as residing on a "farm, even though the agricultural 
operations did not warrant the preparation of a farm schedule. 

It is particularly significant that in 1940 the excess of 
the number of occupied dwelling units on farms over the number 
of farms was two or three times as great as for any of the other 
censuses. In 1940, the excess of number of occupied dwelling 
units on farms over the number of farms amounted to 1,092,049 
while for the other censuses the excess ranged from 302,861 in 
1920 to 547,862 in 1935. In a study of matched reports for the 
1940 Censuses of Agriculture and Population covering 0.1 per­
cent of the farms and of the rural-farm households,it was found 
that in the census of population about 14 percent of the house­
holds which had been classed as "farm" could not be identified 
with a specific farm schedule. The number of such households 
(amounting to 996,000 when expanded to represent a United States 
total) was about three times the number identified with farms 
but not classified as farm res1rlP.nt households by the population 
census (300,000 households). 

In the decennial censuses of population,all households were 
visited and each household was classified as"farm"or "nonfarm." 
In the mid-decennial censuses of agriculture (not taken in con­
nection with population censuses),only farm-operator households 
were visited, and any additional households identified as on 
the farm were reported by the farm operator. Consequently, it 
is likely that, in the population censuses, more dwellings were 
identified as on farms than in the censuses of agriculture. 

Some variations in the number of occupied dwellings on 
farms may be caused by differences in enumeration date. The 
censuses· of 1945, 1935, 1925,and 1920 were taken as of January 1, 
a period when the farm population is seasonally low; whereas 
the censuses of 1940 and 1930 were taken as of April 1. 

Because of the tie-in of farm population with places enu­
merated as farms, the number of farms enumerated in the various 
censuses of agriculture has had animportant effect on the total 
number of farm dwellings enumerated. The following table pre­
senting figures on number of farms and number of occupied dwell­
ings, as enumerated in the various censuses, gives a comparison 
of changes in the number of farms with changes in the number of 
dwellings on farms. 

i~JJ~ER 0:' PAI'J.lS Alill Nlli-i"l•:R O}' OCCUPI~:D' D"i/"LJ,IJ.'GS OR l'Al.'ILY tr.rn•s C'N 
PAPJ.)S, PO!l 'rl8 lll!ITED S'l'ATF.S: 1920 TO 1945 

[Figures !or States ere in table ej 

I TEl! 1945 1940 1935 1950 1920 

Number of !arms . .......... , ... 
Increase ( +) or decrease 

5,859,169 6,096, 799 6,812,350 6,288,648 6,448,343 

(-) oYer preceding census .. -237,650 "715,551 +523, 702 -159,695 

Number of occupied dwellings 
or family \Uli ts . ...... , . , . , .. 

Increase ( +) or decrease 
6,268,577 7,188,848 7,360,212 6,668,681 6, 751,204 

(-) over preceding census .. -99.0,271 _,?1.364 +691,531 -82,523 

Average per farm (based 
on al:l rarms} ............. , 1.07 1.18 

Excess of numbex· of occupied 
1,08 1.06 1,05 

dwellings over number 
of farms, ..... , .. , ......•. ,., +409,408 +1,092,049 +547 ,982 +380,035 +302,861 

It should be rioted that the number or occupied dwellings 
per farm, except for 1940, differs very little between one cen­
sus and another. 

Farms with limited agricultural operations are of particu­
lar significance with respect to the number of farms enumerated 
in the various censuses because many such places are included 
or excluded as farms, depending upon the circumstances that 
prevailed at the time of the census. Vany such places represent 
marginal farms which are in and out of production or vary as to 
the extent of production, depending upon economic conditions. 
Also, because of d 1fferences in price level, such places IIE.Y 
conform with the minimum requirements to be classified as farms 
at one census and not at another. Largely because only half as 
much agricultural production (by reason of higher pr1.ces) was 
required to qualify a place of under 3 acres as a farm in 1945 
as ln 1940, there were 98,966 farms of under 3 acres re­
ported· in 194q, as compared with 35,977 ln 1940. Although the 
census deflni tion of a farm specified a minimum of $250 for the 
agricultural production only for places of under 3 acres, it ls 
probable that tllis minimum also influenced, to some extent, the 
enumeration of places of 3 acres or more. Many of the places 
having limited agricultural production are small in size. Var­
iations from one census to another mthe numbers of small farms 
enumerated, especially those·under 10 acres, indicate, ln part, 
the influence tlJat such farms have on the number of dwellings 
on farms (see chapter II). Marginal farms, however, are not 
r·estricted to those of small acreages. In the 1945 Census, 
about 1 farm in 10 reported less than $2EO for value of products 
sold or used by farm households and more than 1 in 5 reported 
less than $500. In 1940, with a price level of farm products 
approximately half that in 1945, about one-fifth of the farms 
reported less than $250 in value of products. 

Some of the difference in the number of dwellings enumerated 
on farms in the various cens,uses represeats neither new con­
struction nor the disappearance of dwelling structures. In 
addition to the changes in classification, as "farm" or "non­
farm," of dwellings on marginal places, depending upon whetaer 
such places were or were not enumerated as farms, the consoli­
dation of farms into larger operating units or the division of 
farms into smaller operating Nnits may result in fewer or more 

NUMBER OF OCCUPIED AND UNOCCUPIED DWELLINGS, 
FOR THE UNITED STATES AND REGIONS~ 1945 AND 1935 

UNITED STATES· MILLIONS OF DWELLINGS 
7 e 0 I 2 3 4 5 6 

1945 -==========~~ 1935. 

THE NORTH 

1945 ========~ 1935 

TH E SOUTH 
1945 

1935 

TH =T 1945 

1935 

-OCCUPIED DWELLINGS ~ UNOCCUPIED DWELLINGS-



FARM POPULATION AND FARM LABOR 279 
dwellings, respectively, being classified as "farm" or "nonfarm." 
rn the consolidation of farms into larger operating units,. such 
as ''().ccurred between 1940 and 1945, the dwellings were not m.ec­
~ssar1ly included 1m. the consolidation. They may have been re~ 
ta1ned or ·sold 01 rented separately for stri<t,tly residential 
purposes. 

Farm populatton.-Farm population ls defined as persons 
living on farms. In <;lle 1945 Census of Agriculture, the inquiry 
on farm population called for the number of persons living in 
tbe occupied dwellings reported on the farm. Therefore, refer­
ence s·hould be iiia.de to the preceding discussion of farm dwell­
hlgS fo.r def1n1 t1ons and for a· description of the types of 
households which are included in the farm population. 

F'or rarms Ol'l which there were two '!r more occupied dwell­
ings, there was an apparent tendency to om! t occasionally per­
sons in the additional ho·aseholds. Generally th1 s error appeared 
on .the 1ndiv1daal returns as a relat1ve1y· small number of per­
sons 1~ comparison wl th the .number of dwell1n€:s. In the edl t­
ing proce.ss, it was not possible to identify all of the returns 
whlch were in error or, if identified, to determine the extent 
of the error. consequently, in general, corrections were not 
reaslble. For this reason, t11e tables give the number of per­
SOilS entimerated on farms with two or more occupied dwe.J.l1ngs 
allld on farms with one occupied dwelling only. Table l presents 
a summary or these data for the United States and tables 3, 4, 
and· 5 present data, by States, for all farms, for farms with 
·tmly one occupied dwelling, and for farms with two or more oc­
. cup1ed dweli1ngs, respect! vely. The average number of perso·ns 
per dwelling \Vas 3.04 for farms wl th two or more occupied dwell­
ings, as compared with 3.91 for farms with only one occupied 
dwelling. J.r.any or these second, third, etc., dwellings on farms 
represent sliia.ill households; ror example, landlords whose chil­
dren are grown and have left the household, or a son or daughter 
reeent:ty married wl:!o lives in a separate dwelling on the farm. 
'l'harefore, the difference between the average number of persons 
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per occupied dwelling for farms with two or more occupied dwell­
ings and that for farms with only ·one occupied dwelling 1s not 
entirely attributable to the underenumerat1on of persons in 
second, third, etc., households on far•ns. A study of supple­
rr.entary lnforrr;at1on obtained for each household on· a sample of 
the farms. enumerated indicates that households on farms, other 
than farm-operator households, average approximately 0.2 fewer 
persons than farm-operator households. On this basis it would 
appear that the underenumeration of the farm population result­
ing from the failure to count the persons in all of these addi­
tional households might amount to about 700,000 to 900,000 per­
sons. This.estimate makes no allowance for the possible under­
enumeration of persons on farms with only one occupied dwelling. 

Statistics on farm population have been collected quinquen­
nially since 1920. The data for 1940, 1930, and 1920 were col­
lected in the decennial censuses of population and those for 
1945, l93E, and 1925 In the mid,-decennial censuses of agricul­
ture. These statistics, 'together with those for total popula­
tion, are shown for the United States in table l and by States 
in table 7. The data for farm population collected in these 
various censuses are not strictly comparable with those for 
l94G, largely for the same reasons as those outlined above in 
the discussion of farm dwellings .. Additional lack of compara­
bility is attributable to differences in the methods or en\ln.er­
at1on in the population and agricultural censuses and in the 
wording of the schedule inquiries. For the population censuses, 
each individual was recorded separately, with the probable ef­
fect of a more ·complete count; in the agriculture censuses, 
totals for all households on each farm were obtained ror speci­
fied age and sex groups. 

NUMBER OF DWELLINGS AND POPULATION FOR FARMS WITH 
1 OCCUPIED DWELLING AND FOR FARMS WITH 2 OR MORE 

OCCUPIED DWELLINGS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1945 

MILLIONS 

-DWELLINGS ~ POPULATION 

Changes in number of dwellings on farms and farm 
population.- Dlfferenoes in the figures presented for the 
various census years do not represent accurate measures or the 
increase or decrease in the nur..ber or dwellings on farms or in 
farm population. They represent the net result of changes in 
def1n1t1ons and procedures as well as actual changes in the 
basic data.- Thus the differences of 920,271 in the number of 
occupied d~ell1ngs and of 6,988,~ in the farm population be­
tween 1940 and 1945 represent a very considerable overstatement 
or the actual decreases. However, there ·Were 'large net losses 
1m. both farm dwellings and farm papulation during the 5-year 
period between these two cenSblses. 

~ 

The effect of differences in de1'1nitlons (i.e., the exclu-
sion in 1945. of "dwellings rented to others") and changes in 
procedures (1. e. , vis! ta t1on of . alJ. dwelling un1 ts in 1940 and 
only operator dwelling units in 1945, differences in the edtt­
lnti; procedures, etc.) would be expected to be confined largely 
'to households of other than farm operators. The number of non­
operator households on farms may be approximated by subtracting, 
for each census, the number or resident farm operators from the 
total occupied dWE1ll 1ngs or dwelling un1 ts on farms. 

1945 1940 

Occupied dwBllings (or dwelling units} on 'farms ••••••••••••••••• 6 1 268,6?? ?,188,848 
Residen:t farm operators •••••••••••••••••• ·····•···· ••••••••••••.• 5,459,841. 5,506,322 
Dwellings on farms occupied by other than farm operators 

(c8.lcu"l:eted by subtracting the number of resident farm 
operators from the number of occupied, dwellings)............... 808,736 1,682,526 

Only about one-l:!alf as many dwellings on farm~ occupied by 
other than farm operators were enumerated in 1945 as in 1940. 
(The figures shown do no,t represent ar. exact count of these 
nonoperator households, as 62,435 farm operators in 1945 and 
276,879 farm operators 1n 1940 failed to report their residEnce.) 
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Table l.-J'AiU,! I:WELLINGS AND FARM PUFULATION, FOR THE UNI'rED STATES: 1920 TO 1945 

[Figures tor 1940, 1930, and 1920 are from Censuses ot Housing and Population; those tor 1945, loss, and 1925 are trom the Censuses ot Agriculture except as nOted. 
Data not strictly comparable, see text discussion Figures tor dbi.eions and States in tables S to 7] · ' 

I'm{ l945 1940 .. 1936 1930 1925 1900 
(Jan. l) (Apr, l) (Jan. l) (Apr. l) (Jan. l) (Jan, l) 

All farms ••••.••• , ......... , ................... , ............... ,., ..... ,nUIIbor .. 5,859,169 6,096,799 6,812,550 6,288,648 . 6,571,640 6,448,343 increase or decrease (-) !rom preceding census,. -237,630 -7l5,65i 523,702 -82,992 -76,703 -----------
Dwellings on farms : 

percent increase or decrease (-) .• -3,9 -10,5 8,3 -1,3 -1.2 ------------
Occupied and unoccupied •••••••.•.. , • , •••••• , ••••• , •••••••••. !arms reporting, • 5,721,903 (*} 6,489,491 (*) (*) (*) percent of all tarma, • 97,7 (*) 95,3 (*) (*) (*) 

number,. 6,996,538 7,730,546 7,844,409 (*) (*) (*) average per farm (baaed on all farma)., 1,19 1.27 1,15 (*) (*) (*) average per !arm reporting •• 1,22 (*) 1,21 (*) ~*) (*) Occupied dwellings,, ..................................... farma reporting .. 5,612,802 (*) 6,422,088 (*) *) (*} percent or all tarma •• 95,8 (*) 94,3 (*) ~*) (*) 
number •• 6,288,677 7,188,848 7,380,212 6,668,681 *) 6,751,204 increase or decrease (-) from preceding census., -920,271 -171,364 691,531 (*) (*) (*~ percent increase or decrease (-) , • -12:8 -2,3 10,4 (*) (*) (* average per farm (baaed on all !arms),, 1,07 1,18 1,08 1,06 

(*l 1.05 average per !arm reporting •• 1,12 (*) 1,15 (*) (* (*) 
F8.1"1118 'With 1 occupied dwelling,., • , • , •••• , ••••• , • , , , •••••• , •• , .nUJiber •• 5,149,276 ~:l 5,757,447 (*) ~*) (*) 

poroeDt of all faru,, 87,9 84,5 (*) *) (*) 
percent of taru reporting occupied dwellings,. 91,7 (*) 89,7 (*) (*) (*l Faru with 2 or more occupied dwellings ....................... ,number .. 465,526 (*) 664,641 (*) (*) (* 

perc~t of all farliS., 7,9 (*) 9,8 (*) (I>) 
(*l percent of farms reporting occupied dwellings, , 8,5 (*) 10,5 (*) (*) (* 

Dumber of dwellings, , 1,119,801 (*) 1,802,765 (*) (*) (*) 
percent of total occupied dwellings .. 17,9 (*) 21,8 (*) (*) (*} 

average per farm. reporting, , 2,41 (*) 2,41 (*) (*) (*) 
Unoccupied dlrellings .. , ........... , , ................... !arms reporting 1 .. 570,549 (*l 401,464 (*) ~*) ~·> percent or all farms •• 9,7 (* 5,9 (*) *) *) 

numbel'",, 727,961 541,698 484,197 (*) (*) (*) 
average pt1r farm reporting, , 1,28 (*) 1.21 (*) (*) (*) 

Farm population ............................................... ,farms reporti.nli~. 5,612,802 (*) 6,422,088 (*) (*) (*) 
percent at all tarma •• 95,8 (*) 94,3 - (*) (*) (*) 

number ot persona •• 23,558,488 30,546,9ll 31,800,907 30,445,350 28,981,668 31,614,269 
increase or decrease (-) from. prececl1ng census •• -6,968,423 -1,253,996 1,355,567 1,463,682 -2,632,601 -----------percent increase ~r decrease (-) , , -22,9 -5.9 4,6 5,1 -8,5 -----------

percent of total population, • 17,9 25.2 26,0 24,8 25,0 29,9 
average per farm (based on all farms) .. 4,02 5,01 4,67 4,84 4,55 4.90 

average per farm reporting occupied dwellings .• 4,00 (*) 4,95 (*) (*) (*) 
average per occupied dwell..ing •• 3,76 4,26 4,32 4,57 (*) 4,68 

average per capita: 
land 1n· farms (acres), , 48,5 34,7 35,2 32,4 31,9 30,2 

cr<opland. harvested (acres}., 15,0 10,5 9,3 11,8 ll,9 ll.O 
value or farm products (dollars) ••• 879 256 (*) 362 (*} (*) 

Under 14 ;years old ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I ••• I •••• number or persona •• 7,512,938 h,563,7·29 (*) 310.862,065 ~*) 312,064 ;935 
perce' .t of total farm population .. 31.9 4 31,6 ~*) 4 36,0 *) 4 38,5 

av·Jr88e per occupied dwelling, , 1,20 0 1.33 *) •1,63 (*) 01,79 
Boys •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• , •••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• number· •• 3,827,421 •4,882,658 (*) 55,655;6'10 (*l 3 6,175,366 

.percent of total !arm population, • 16,2 416,2 (*) 418,4 (* 419,7 
average per occupied dwelling •• 0,61 •o.68 (*l "o,83 ~:l •o.9l 

Girls ••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• , ••••••• , ••• , •••••••••• ,number •• 3,685,517 •4,671,071 (* :ss,SOS,S95 5 5,889,569 
percent or total farm population, • 15.6 415,5 (*~ 417,6 ~:l 

4 18.8 
average per occupied dwelling •• 0,59 •o.65 · (* •o.80 5 0,87 

14 J"e&r& old and over, • : • •••••••••• , ••••••••••• , •••••••••• nUIRber or p8raone •• 16,046,560 3 20,662,459 (*·) 319,286,679 (*) '19,275,171 
parcont o! total farm population,, 68,1' 4 68,4 (*) 4 64,0 (*) 4 61,5 

average per occupied dwelling •• 2,66 0 2,87 (*) 0 2,89 (*) 0 2,86 
Jlen and b07a, •••• , •••• ,,,.,.,,,,.,.,, •• ,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,, ••• ,.,, ,number,, 7,985,760 3ll,057,712 ~:l •10, 80s, 633 (*) 310,174,034 

percent of total fBl'll population, , 53,9 4·56,6 4 54,2 ' (*) 432,4 
average per occupied dwelling,, 1,27 0 1,54 t> 01,56 (*) 51,51 

Women and girls, ............................................... number .. 8,059,790 •9,604,747 *) "e,98l,046 (*) 0 9,10},137 
percent of total farm population, • 54,2 4 31,8 (*l 

4 29.8 ~:l ·~~3~ average per occupied dwelling,. 1,29 01,34 (* 0 1,36 

For taru with 1 occupied dwelling ••• , •• , • , •• , •• , ••.••••• ,nuaber or persons., 20,158,597 (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 
average per occupied dwelling, , 3,91 (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 

Under 14 Tear• old, ............................................... nllllbor. , 6.429,372 (*l ~*) (*l ~*) (*l average per occusd, •• olling,. 1,25 (* *) (* *) (* 
BoT• .......................................................... ,number. , 3,274,881 (*) (*) (*l '"l t> average per occupied dwelling. , 0,64 (*) (*) (* (* *) 
Girla ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,nUIIber •• 3,154,711 (*) (*l f*) ~*) (*) 

avarago per occupied c!walling •• 0,61 ~*) (* *) *) (*) 
14 Tear• old and onr ..... ; ....................................... nllllber .. 13,727,226 *) (*) (*) (*) (*) 

average per occupied dwelling •• 2,67 (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 
Kc and bOJ"a, ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• number •• 6,880,958 (*) ~*) (*~ (*) (*) 

average per occupied dwalling,, 1,55 (*) *) (* (*) (*) 
Woaon and girls ................ , ............................... ,nuber .. 6,896,287 (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 

average per occupied dwelling., l,S4 (*) (*) (*) (*) (*) 

Por flll'U with 2 or Mro occupied dnllinga ............... nu.bor ot persona .. 5,401,891 (*l (*l ~*) (*l (*~ 
average per occupied dwelling., 5,04 (* (* (:~ (* (* 

Under 14 Tear• old, ............. · .................................. nllllbor .. 1,065,586 (*) (*) (*) (*) 
average per occupied dwel.J.ina,. 0,97 (*) (*' (*) (*) (*) 

Bo7a .............................. , ......... , , ... , •••• , ....... , ,nUIIber,, 652,760 (*) (*l ~*) (*) (*) 
average per occupied dWelling, , 0,49 (*) *) (*) (*) 

Girla ••••• , .... , ... , ...... , ... , .......... , ... , ........ ,, ... ,., ,nliaber,, 580,806 (*) 1:) (*) (*) (*) 
average per occupied dWelling,, 0,47 (*l ~:l ~:l ~*) (*) 

14 Tear• old ud over ........................................... ,.nllllbor .. 2,Sl8,32& (* *) (*) 
average per occupied dWelling •• 2,07 (") (*) (*l ~·) (*l 

lion and bo7a ................................................... nUIIbor,. 1,1&4,822 (*) (*) (* *) (* 
average per occupied cllralling,, 1,05 (*l (*) (*) ~*) (*) 

lloMII and girls .......... , .......... , ... , ...... , .............. ,nllllbor., 1,165,508 (* (*) (*) *) (*) 
&YOrago per occupied dwel.l.!Jig,. 1,04 (*) (*) . (.*) (*) (*) 

Total ~tion (urban and rural} .. · ......................... nllllbor of paracna .. 0131,976,774 131,889,276 0 127,260,252 122, 775,o46 •u&,B3l,B&5 lOS, 710,600 
increu• or decrease (-) b-oa preceding cenaua •• 308,499 4,419,048 4,475,186 6,943,088 10,121,345 ---------

perc eDt inaroaoo or docrO&IIo (-) .. 0,2 S.6 s.e . 6,0 9,6 -----------

*llot n&1lable, . 
l'l'ho l.H6 figureo inolllde 481,448 flll'U, and tho l985 tiguroa 5154,051 f01'118, reporting both occupied and unoccupied dWellings, 
•Preduat.o oold or uood 1>7 flll'll bouoeholdo, 
SFigureo ore for rural~tora population onl7, urban-tora aot includedj tbooe for 1930 ud 1920 alae exclude 8,768 1111d 18,634 poraona, roopective:cy, for 11ho11 age,.. 110t 

reported) therotore, diotribution will aot. add to total tara population, 
4Peroont.ogH baaod on total porac1111 for 'llbCIR age-ou diatribut.ion io ohollll, 
&!yerageo banod on all ocoupiod d .. l.l.!Jiga o.n taru, 
OJ:otiu.too, Pigureo rel.&to to Jal7 l of tho Tear epoci!ied, !be 1946 figure• .,.,ludo oraod fore eo overaoao, 
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This difference . .in nuwber or households or other than rar::, 
operators is also reflected in the change in the a'Jera[!;e n•:r::oer 
of occupied dwelling units or dwellings per farm. The average 
number of occupied dwellings per farm was 1.18 in 1940 and 1.07 
in 1945. Undoubtedly a con~derable part of this difference 
was the result of changes in definitions and procedures. This 
difference in the averages represents approximately 600,000 or 
the decrease in the number of enumerated farm dwellings between 
1940 and 1945. The occupants of these dwellings in 1940 would 
have totaled approximately 2,400,000. 

Difference in method or enumeration (Le., the visitation 
or every dwelling unit in 1940 and of operator households only 
in 1945) is estkated to have resulted, as previously mentioned, 
in the underenumeration +n 1945 of the rarm population in sec­
ond, third, etc., households on farms by possibly as r.:uch as 
850,000. 

A: substantial decrease representing actual change in the 
number of occupied dwellings on farms is associ a ted with the 
decrease in n·wber of farms. hetween 1940 and 1945. During this 
period the numbe1· of resident farm operators decreased by 
a-pproximately 240,000. (This statement assumes that the nonre­
ports as to residence are distributed in proportion to the 
reports. The C\ifference in the numbers actually reporting res­
idence on the farm amounted to only 4'3,481.) A shift of 186,000 
dwellinv,s from "occupied" to "unoc.,upied" status ::etween 1940 
and 1945 is indicated by an increase in the number of unoccu­
pied dwellings on farms in 1945 over the n~mber of vacant farm 
dwelling units reported in 1940 (727,961 in 1945 as compared 
with 541,698 in 1940). This difference represents an under­
statement of the number of dwellings vacated, as some might 
have been torn down and others might not have been considered 
as dwellings in 1945 beca•1se they had been converted to other 
uses or had become uninhabitable. Also, a subsequent check of 
the enumeration indicates a considerable underenumeration or 
unoccupied dwellin[S in 1945. In addition to dwellings vacated, 
there was a loss in dwellings on farms attributable to dwell­
ings on tracts of land no longer included in the farm enumera­
tion. The total net loss associated with the decrease in number 
of farms would amount to at least 238,000 occupied dwellings if 
a minimum loss of approximately one occupied dwelling is assumed 
for each farm lost. This decrease would account for a change 
of approxlmate!y 1,000,000 in farm population. 

Differences between 1945 and 1940 in the average number of 
persons enumerated per occupied dwelling, or dwelling unit, ac-• 
co>:mt for a very S\lbStantial part or the difference in the farm 
pop•llation figures for the two years. A part of this difference, 
previously discussed, was ~ttributable to the underenumeration 
of persons in second, third, etc., households on farms. If an 
adjustment is made for this underenumeration of persons in sec­
ond, third, etc., ho~seholds on farms, the average number of 
persons would be 3.89 for 1945 as compared with 4.25 for 1940. 
This difference in the average number of persons reported per 
dwelling would account for an additional difference between 
1940 and 1945 of abo:;t 2,000,000 in farm population. 

The approximations presented above are subject to consider­
able possibility of error. It is not possible to separate 
accurately tte differences due to changes in definition and pro­
cedures from the actual changes. However, the approximations 
indicate that a considerable part of the aormal decrease· in the 
number of farm dwellings ·and farm population betweea 1940 and 
1945 occurred because of differences in ctefini tion and proce­
dures. Because of these differences, the figures as published 
constitute a substantial overstatement of the actual changes. 
In makiag comparison of data for the two years, the effect 
of changes in definitions and procedures must be carefully 
considered. 

l<'arm worke·rs. -The 194:5 inquiry called for the number or 
Persons·l4 years old and over working on the farm the equiva­
lent of 2 or more days during the week ending ,Tanuary 6, 1945. 
The inquiry was divided into three parts in order to obtain 
separately the number of farm operators, unpaid members of the 
opet'ator•s family, and hired laborers. The enumerators were 
instr\:lcted to re·port the number of persons working at farm work, 
1ncl1:lding farm chores. Persons working at housework and con­
tract constr1:1ctfon work and inmates of institutions were not to 
be reported. 

The week ending Jan. 6 represents a low period or agricul­
tural employment for the United States as a whole. The fig­
ures, therefore, on number of farm workers should not be taken 
as representing the total employed in agriculture. The number 
of workers may appear low -in some areas, not because the workers 
were not there, but for such reasons as inclement weather, etc., 
which kept some workers from actually working the equivalent of 
2 or more days. 

A person working full time at son.e nonagricultural occupa­
tion miP;ht have spent a sufficient amount of his spare time in 
the mornings, evenings, or week ends to make up the required 
equivalent of 2 days at farm work. This might be true of a farm 
operator, other family worker (housewife, children in school, 
etc.), or a hired farm worker. 

FARM LABOR-NUMBER OF PERSONS WORKING DURING 
SPECIFIED PERIOqs, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 

1945,1940, AND 1935 

MILLIONS OF PERSONS 

~~:~~;· .... Ill ~1 ·~1 ~lfl-1r Ll12 

FIRST WEEK OF 
JANUARY 193 5 

-FAMILY LABOR ~ HIRED LABOR 

In 1945, as in previous censuse~ difficulty was encountered 
in securing data on farm labor. The replies to the labor 
inquiries were influenced to a great extent by individual enumera­
tors. In some cases, answers were not secured for the farm 
labor inquiries. In other instances, persons engaged in house­
work and children under 14 years old were included, even though 
the inquiry was worded to exclude them. There was a tendency 
to report the maximum number of persons, especially hired work­
ers, employed during the year. Sometimes the operator was 
included with the other family workers in addition to being re­
ported separately. The average date of enumeration was the 
latter half of ·~!arch. It is probable that some enumerators ob­
tained the number of persons working at the time of visitation 
instead of during the week ending Jan. 6. for most areas, 
there is an increase in farm activity with the advance in the 
season. Thus, the number of workers reported would be greater 
than if enumerated for the specified week. Many errors of these 
types were found ln the editing process. Even when such errors 
were apparent, adequate corrections in the numbers and types of 
farm laborers were difficult to make. It was especially diffi­
cult to detect instances of incomplete reporting. 

Information on number of persons working on farms (as re­
ported for individual farms) was first obtained in the Census 
of 1935. In that year the inquiry called for the number of 
famiiy workers (the farm operator and members of his family) 
and the number of hired help working at farm work the equlva­
lent.of 2 or more days during the first week of January, the 
week following the census date. In 1940, similar information 
was secured for two specified weeks (March 24-30,. 1940, and 
September 24-30, 1939), the first immediately preceding the 
census date and the other 6. months earlier. In this inquiry, 
laborers hired by the month, by the day or week, and other hired 
labor (including piecework and contract labor) were reported 
sepa:ra·tely. The 1940 information is not comparable with that 
obtained for 1945 because of differences in the specified weeks. 
The 1935 data are comparable with those for 1945 in respect to 
the week specified but the 1935 inquiry did not speci.fy any age 
limit for the worker. In 1940 and 1935, no mention was made of 
farm chores. Differences in the wording of the inquiries and 
in the schedule arrangement, as well as the aforementioned dif­
ficulties of enumeration in each census, may affect compara­
bility of the data for the different censuses. 

In each decennial population census., persons in the.labor 
force are tabulated by occupation. These statistics from the 
population censuses are not comparable with those obtained in 
the farm censuses and therefore are not included in this chap­
ter. Persons with agricultural occupations may not have been 
actually working the equivalent of 2 or more days during the 
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week specified on the agricultural census schedule; also, a 
person working the equivalent of 2 or more days on the farm may 
have had some nonfarm occupation as his principal employment or 
he may not have been included ln the labor force. 

For the United States ~sa whole, persons working on farms 
the equivalent of 2 or more days during ·the first week of cTanu­
ary 1945 totaled 8,373,239, or 52.2 percent of the farm popula­
tion 14 years old and over. The average per farm based on all 
farms was 1.43 persons and on farms reporting, 1.62. Of the 
total number of persons working on farms, 59.4 percent were 
farm operators, 31.6 percent were unpaid members of the opera­
tor's family, and 8.9 percent were hired workers. Of the 
5,859,169 farm operators, 85.0 percent were reported as working 
on their farms the equivalent of 2 or more days the first week 
in ,'anuary. Family workers other than the operator were re­
ported on 33.2 percent of all farms and hired labor. on 6.9 
percent. 

The distribution of persons working on farn~ during the 
first week of January 1945, as either family labor or hired 
labor, varied considera~·ly trom State to State. Persons working 
for wages constituted over 25 percent of the total farm labor 
in California, Arizona, Nevada, Florida, and 1\lew ,'ersey and un­
der 4 percent in J-HssisS1pp1, West Virginia, Arkansas, Tenr.essee, 
North Carolina, and Alabama. The ratio of hired workers to 
total workers ranged from 2.0 percent in A'ississippi to 39.7 
percent in Arizona and.39.9 percent in California. 

Cash paid for farm labor.-The 1945 inquiry called for 
the total cash paid in 1944 for farm labor (wage, contract, and 
piecework labor). Expenditures for machine hire and for labor 
included in the cost of such lilachine hire and expenditures for 
housework and contract construction work were not to be included. 
For certain types of labor, cash wages are often supplemented · 
by the furnishing of board, housing, fuel, products of the .farm 
for the use of the laborer's famlly, feed, pasturage for animals, 
etc. 

For colintFy-estate areas the wages reported for many of the 
farms quite often exceeded the receipts from the saJ:es of agri­
cultural products. In citrus areas where it is a common prac­
tice to charge a fixed amount per acre for the care of groves, 
this charge was quite often reported in lieu of wages. Reports 
of this nature were accepted as it was not possible to deter­
mine the amount paid for farm labor not included with machine 
hire. 

An inquiry on expenditures for farm labor has been included 
in each census, except 1935, beginning with 1870. However, no 
figures on expenditures for labor appear in the 1880 and 1890 
reports. From 1870 to 1900, the inquiry called for the amo·unt 
paid for farm labor, including the value of board furnished. 
Beginning with 1900, the inquiry in each census has expressly 
excluded housework. Contract construction work and expenditures 
for machine hire and for labor included in the cost of such 
machine hire were expressly excluded only for the. 1945 and )940 
Censuses. SpecHic mention of the 1ncl•lsion of expend! tures for 
contract and piecework labor was first made on the 1940 inquiry. 
The questions covering expenditures for farm labor for the Cen­
suses of 1930 and 1925 related to the amount actually expended 
in cash, that is, money wages exclusive of the value of rent, 
board, and .other prerequisites furnished; for the Censuses of 
1920 and 1910, separate figures were obtained for the cash ex­
penditure and for the estimated value of rent and board fur­
nished farm laborers; and tor the Census or· 1900, one inquiry 
covered the combined cash expenditure and estimated value of 
board furnished. 

The number of farms reporting cash paid for farm labor in 
1944 was 2,799,026, or 47.8 percent of all farms. The compara­
ble number for 1939 was 2,260,237; or 37.1 percent of an farms. 
In the 1930 Census, 41.8 percent of the farms reported such 
expenditures. The cash expenditure for farm labor for 1944 
totaled $1,861,026,434, as compared with $781,791,558 in.l939 
and $955,420,313 in 1929. 

When the index of wag& rates for 1944 is taken into account 
(see accompanying table) it appears that the amount of labor 
hired in 1944 was slightly below that in 1939. Although there 
was about as much labor employed in 1944 as in previous years, 
it is probable that less full-time labor was hired. This is 

I cndicated hy the ·relatively low number of hired workers during 
the week ending Jan. 6, 1945. Varm income-per dolla·r spent 
for farrr. labor averae;ed $9.73 in l944 and $9.CJ9 in 1939. Wage 
rates were much hill;her in 1944 than in 1939 in comparison with 
prices· of farm products. t 

CASH \iAC~:S PAID FOR l'ARl.' LA !?OR AND VALUE 01•' FAR/.! PRODifCTS SOLD OR IISED 
!>Y iOUSEHOLDS Ofl THE FA Rio! VIITH THE !i\DICJ;s POll FAilM I1AGES Aim FA Pl.l 

PHICF.S FOR Tim 1?T$DI..~~~1r~~ ~ 1944 

Cash wages 
Index of 

wage ratesl 

Value of farm. 
products sold 

or used 

Index of 
prices 

received 
by far:nersl 

1944....................... -"'"' no.l'.. 4•• 315 18,108,132,494 
1939 ...•••••••••••••• ••••• : 781,791,558 
1934· ...................... ' (*) 
1929...... •• ••• ••• •• • •• •• •• 955,420.,313 

123 7,813,644,567 
95 (•) 

180 ll,Oll,~2fl ,335 
1924 ••.••••• 0 •.•..•. 0 0..... 864,982,384 173 (*) 
1919 •••••••••.•••••••.• , ••• l,098,71Z,517 207 (*) 
1914 ............. '......... (*) 101 (*) 
1909 •••.••• 0 •••••••• 0 ~..... 521,729,941 
1904 .. ' •••••••••• "...... •• (*) 

98 (*) 
(*) (*) 

1899.. ••••••••••••••••••••• 357,391,930 (*) 3,742,129,357 

*Data. not avuilable, 
lFrom Agricultural Statistics, 1946 un·d 1941; 1909._1914 • lOO, 
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Table 2.-F'AMILY .VOKKICRS Ai~D hiRED WuRK£RS WGRKING DURING SPECIFIED WEEKS, 1945, 1940, AND 1935, AND CASh PAID FOR FAR.\\ LABOR, 

. . 1869 TO 1944; FOR THE UNITED STATES 

[Figur~s !or diVisions end Statea in tables 8 to 11] 

FARIIS REPORTING 

Inl! AND YEAR 

Family end/or h!xod workersl ................................................... first week of Jan. 1945., 
last -week of March 1940 •. 
first week o! Jen. 1935,. 

Family Workers ........ ., .......... ; ....................................... first week of Jan, 1945 .. 
· - 1 - _ last week o! llarch 1940 •. 

first week of Jen, 1955., 
-Farms by number o! family workers: 

"1 tamUy worker .. , .•. , ............................ : .. , .... , ......... ,f:irst week of Jan. 1945,. 
first week of Jen, 1955,. 

2 f'~l;y workers .•.•••.•.••.••••••••••••••••• : •••.•••••••••••••••••••• first. week ot Jan, 1945 .• 
first week ot Jan, 1955 .• 

3- or more family workers •••.••..•.•••..••..••••••• , ••••.••••••••••• ,first week of Jan. 1945,. 
first week of Jan. 1955 •• 

Operators •... ,_ •••.••••••• ~ ............................................... ,first week of Jan, 1945 •• 
Unpaid -membe~s· of operator-'s f&mily, ................................... ,first .week o! Jan, 1945 .. 

Hired wOrkers .• ·-· •••.••••••••••..••... , .••••• , .••••••••••••••••••.•••.••• ,first week of Jan, 1945,. 

Far~ by humber o·t hired workers-: 

last week o! llarch 1940 •. 
first week of Jan, 1955,. 

- 1 hired worier, ••.•••••••..•.••. , ••••••....•..•..••.•. · •••••••.•.••••• first week of Jan. 194.5 .• 
last week of llarcb 1940 2 •• 

-first week of Jan-. 1935,. 
~·2 -hired· workers·_, •..••.••.•...• ,:.~ •• , •• , •••••• , •••••..••••••••.••••••••• first •ek of Jan, 1945,. 

last week of Karch 1940 s. 0 

first week of Jan, 1935,. 
s· or more -hired workers ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 0 ••••••• 0 •••••••• ,!frat week of Jan, 1945 •• 

last week of llarch 19402, 0 

first week of J en.. 1955 •• 
5 to 4 hired wOrkers •••.. ;. .••••••• 0 •• ;, ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 .first week or Jan, 1945 •• 
5 to 9 .hired Workers .. ,., .......................................... tl.rst week of Jan. 1945 .. 
10· o_r more hired workers ........................................... ,first week of Jan. 1945,. 

first week of Jen. 1955,. 
FarDis by ·kinci o·r wOrkers.: 

•'No- .workers repor-..l)!ld·o ,_, ••.••.••••••••• o ••• , •• , ••••••• , ••••••. •-•, •••••• tirst weeK of Jan, 1945 •• 
· laat week· of llaroh 1940 .. 

f:lrst week of Jan. 1955,. 
Family- workers onlya.-.- ••••.•••••••••.• o-•••·········•·.·····•• ........ first week of Jan, 194'5,,' 

laSt week of. Karch 1940 .• 
first week o! Jan. 1955,. 

Operator o~ •••• ,_, •• , .•.•..•••••••.••••••••• o ••.••••••••••••• • ••••.•• f'~st. week Of Jan, 1945,. 
Operator and· members of -hie ta.m:ily, 0 ••••••••• ,_, •••. _ ••••• 0 ,_, •.•••••• first week of Jan, 194·5,. 
Uembers of ·operator 1 s·!amil;r only~.-- .... ~.n•••oo·•••••· ............. first _We~ of jan, 1945 .. 

Family work~re and· -hired· workers •••• -•••••.•••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• ;first week of. Jan. 1945 •• 
last week or Karch 1940 •• 
first week o! Jan, 1935, •. 

0perator and ·~ed:·worker• ........... .-•••••••••.••••.•••••.•••••••••• first week of Jan. 1945 .• 
Operator, melibera: of· hie· fe.mily, aild·.hir.ed- workers •••••• ~ •.••.••• first week ot J8fl:, 1945,. 
;)(embe_rs .of operator•·s family and hired workera •• ~ ••••••••.••••••• ,firSt week or Jan. 1945 •• 

Hir.ed worke.rs only .............. ; .............................. , ..... first week of Jan, 1945 .. 
· ' last week ot llarcll 1940 .. 

t'irat week or Jan. 1955,. 

Percent 
Number of sll 

!arms 

5,155,346 88,0 
5,321,248 87,3 
6,640,286 97,5 

S,lll,OOS 87,2 
5,081,848 83,4 
6,488,846 95,3 

3,261,566 55,7 
4,013, 782 56,9 
1,421,699 24,3 
1,505,417 22,1 

427,740 7,3 
969,647 14,2 

4,977,666 85,0 
1,946,890 33,2 

402,489 6,9 
892,648 14.6 
967,594 14,2 

290,418 5,0 
609,900 10,0 
722,645 10,6 
60,564 1,0 

152,146 2,5 
137,670 2,0 

51,487 0,9 
130,602 2.1 
107,279 1.6 

30,257 0,5 
15,127 0,3 

6,105 0,1 
11,410 0,2 

705,825 12.0 
775,551 12,7 
172,064 2,5 

4, 752,857 81,1 
4,42:8,600 72,6 
5,672,692 83,5 
2,925,407 49,9 
1, 702,091 29.1 

125,559 2.1 
556,148 6,1 
655,248 10.7 
816,154 12,0 
258,708 4,1 
111,460 ,1.9 

7,980 0,1 
44,341 0.8 

259,400 5,9 
151,440 2,2 

NUIIBER OF PERSONS OR AIIOUNT (OOLLARS) 

Average per Ayerage 
Total farm (based per !'arm 

on sll farms) reporting 

(number) 

8,375,239 1,43 1,62 
9,694.,168 1,59 1,82 

12,407,614 1,82 1.87 

7,624,898 1,30 1,49 
7 ,940, 727 1,30 1,56 

10,762,012 1.56 1,66 

3,261,566 0,56 1.00 
4,013, 782 0.59 1.00 
2,643,398 0,49 2.00 
3,010,834 0,44 2,00 
1,519,934 0,26 3,55 
5, 757,596 0,55 5,85 
4,977,666 0,.85 1,00 
2,647,232 0.45 1.36 

748,541 0,13 i.86 
1, 755,441 0,29 1,96 
1,645,602 0,24 1.70 

290,418 0,05 1,00 
609,900 0,10 1.00 
722,645 O,ll 1,00 
121,168 0,02 2.00 
304,292 0,05 2.00 
275,340 0,04 2.00 
356,755 0,06 6,54 
859,249 0,14 6,43 
647,617 0,10 6.04 

(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(") (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 

-------------- ---------
--------------- --------------------- --------

(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*)' (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 

2,925,407 0,50 1.00 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (*) (*) 
(*) (·>) (*) 

(dollars) ----- I,St..;to:<)oe i.JJ 
) 

Cash wages .paid !or hired labor • ... ., • , .. , ........................ , ............................. 1944 .. 
1959 .. 
1929 .. 
1824 •• 
1919 .. 
1909 .. 
1899 .. 

2, 799,026 4?,8 
2,260,257 37,1 
2,651,601 41.8 

.,.,;;;J::;;;,:;~ 
518 ~U.i., 128 

955,420,315 152 585 
2,5~,721 39,8 864,982,384 156 541 
2,888,999 44,8 1,098, 712,517 170 580 
2,922.,279 45,9 521,729,941 82 179 

(*) (*l •557 ,591,930 62 (*) 
(*) (* 4.248,~29,028 95 (*) 

594,254 10,1 (*) <*l (*) 
416,822 7,1 (*) t> (*) 
473,112 8,1 (*) *) (*) 
569,944 9, 7 (*) (*) (*) 
558,967 5,8 (*) (*> (•) 
405,927 6,9 (*) (*) (*) 
270,684 4,6 (") (*) (*) 
81,019 1.4 {*) (*) (*) 

• 54,224 0,9 (*) (*) (*) 

1869. ,,.,IIIII by amount of cash wages paid in 1944: 

~~tio'::9::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::,::: 
$100. to $199 ......... , ..... , ................................. , ..... ~ • , ................ , ....... .. 
$l!ro to $499 ........................... , • ... , .••.••• , .................................... , .... .. 
$500 to .$999,. ............. , .. ; ...................................................... •· ........ . 

$l,::~\~v~~;499;::::::: ;: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: 
. $2,500 to $4,999, .... ; ............... ~ •• :~ .......... ; ......................................... . 

_$S,OOQ ~d ovet: ••••.••• ···-· •.•• _ ...................................... 0 ••••••••••••••• ·-·· •••••••••• 

*Not ava±l&ble. 
liPfttosQns 14:· ye&rs old and over .working at ·farm- work the equivalent or 2 or 110re days during the ~ecified week; housework and· contract construction work not included; 

tor cenau~- of 1956 age not specified, 
2~aae~- ._on·. tabulations_ -of all farma; .. with $10,000 or _more value- ot products. sold or used b7 farm houaeholde plus 2 percent sample of all other farma enumerated at the 

l9ta. Gensua ot Agriculture, . · · ' 
3Gash:_,~ai:d f:oi" t~m labor ·during calendar year; .tor .189.9 to 1944 _ house'WOrk Bpecifical.l;r excluded; for 1944 and 1939 expenditures for contract construction work, for 

machine ~ire, ·and for labor ·included: in coat of &UQh· uchine .bi:re ·apecifioally excluded, . 
41899 and 1889 include Ya1ue of board· turnishod; 1869 represents Value in gold-one-firth less then the $510,286,285 currency value published in the reports !or that 

year. 

1 
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A higher level of production in 1944 than in 1939 was accom. 

plished even though less hired labor was used. Much of the 
increase in production was due to the greater use of machinery 
(see chapters I and II), although relatively greater dependence 
was placed on family workers in 1944 than in 1939. In some of 
the cash-crop areas of the South, and especially in the tobacco 
areas, there were some shifts from wage hands to croppers and 
tenants in order to hold labor on the farm. 

The greatest dependence on hired labor is in fruit, vege­
table, and ranch areas. In Palm Beach County, Florida, the 
total sales of farm products in 1944 amounted to $15,540,669. 
Of this total, $11,386,535 represented the value of vegetables 
sold. Ca;h paid for farm labor in.l944 amounted to $5,711,489 
or more than one-third of the total receipts. In Fresno County, 
California, the total sales of farm products amounted to 
$102,906,480, of Which $62,411,909 was for fruits and nuts. The 
wage bill was $26,202,110, or more than one-fourth of the !total 
Rales. In California, the cash expended for farm labor amounted 

to 21.6 percent of the total sale,s of farm products. Nearly 
one-sixth of the Nation's cash expenditures for farm labor was 
reported for California. Arizona and Nevada had slightly higher 
cash outlays for farm labor in relation to· sales of products 
than did California. 

The lowest expenditures for labor in relation to income 
were, in general, in the corn, cotton, and tobacco areas and in 
areas where the products for family living represented a high 
proportion of the total income. Although cotton and tobacco 
require large amounts of hand labor, the farnis are small and 
money expenditures tor labor are partly avoided by the use of 
croppers and share tenants. 

Some of the lowest expenditures tor labor in relation to 
income were in the North Central States where me-chanization 
permits a farm family to handle a comparatively large acreage 
without ~ependence on outside help. In Iowa, the expenditures 
for labor amounted to only 4. 9 percent of the total sales of 
f!irm products. 

FARMS REPORTING $200 Al\!0 OVER IN CASH WAGES AS A PERCENT 
OF ALL FARMS. CENSUS OF 1945 

LEGEND 
PERCENT 

l__ j UNDER 10 
[J']IO TO 19 

~1\~20 TO 29 
B30 TO 39 
11!1111111140 TO 49 
-50 AND OVER 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

UNITED STATES AVERAGE 
22.4 PERCENT 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 


