BY SIZE OF FARM
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Table B—SAMPLING RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATED ITEM
TOTALS FOR STATES BY SIZE OF FARM FOR
SPECIFIED NUMBERS OF FARMS REPORTING,
BY LEVELS

[See table A for designation of level for any item]

If the estimated total num- | Then the chances are about 95 in 100 that the estimated
ber of farms reporting in item total would differ from the results of a complete
the size-of-farm group tabulation of the item for 2all farms by less than—
is—

Levell| Level 2| Level3| Level 4 | Level 5| Level 6| Level 7
Porcent | Percent | Percent | Perceni | Percent | Percent | Percent
82 117 143 165 200 260 450
37 52 64 73 90 117 200
26 37 45 52 64 82 143
16 23 28 33 40 52 90
12 16 20 23 29 37 64
8.2 12 14 16 20 26 45
5.2 7.4 9.0 10 13 17 29
3.7 5.2 6.4 7.4 9.0 12 20
2.6 3.7 4.5 5.2 6.4 8.2 14
1.2 1.6 2.0 23 2.9 3.7 6.4

Presentation of data.—A State is the smallest geographic
area for which the data given in this special report are avail-
able. Table C presents summary statistics for the United States
and gives many of the significant averages and percentages
needed for an appraisal and analysis of the data. Maps and
charts showing some of the important characteristics and re-
lationships for various size-of-farm groups are presented on
pages XIX to XXXI. Data by States are given in tables 1 to 17,
inclusive. The States have been arranged in groups, by geo-
graphic divisions, in order to facilitate comparisons among
States in the same general area.

The discussion which follows relates only to the United
States. Since the farms in various States differ from those
of the United States, the conclusions for the United States
would not apply to an individual State. The characteristics
of farms in each size-of-farm group and the relative contri-
bution of farms in each size group differ from State to State.

Classification of farms by size.—Farms have been classified
by size according to the total land area of each farm. In
establishing groupings for farms classified according to their
total land area, consideration has been given to the natural
groupings which have resulted from the use of our land sur-
vey system. Accordingly, the limits for the several size groups,
with the exception of the extremely small and the extremely
large farms, have been selected so that each would include
a common multiple or fraction of a quarter-section.

In analyzing size-of-farm statistics, consideration should be
given to the definition of a farm for Census purposes. Census
farms are essentially operational units—not ownership tracts.
Each farm includes all the land owned and operated by an
individual farm operator plus land rented by him from others.
Land rented to others or managed by others is excluded. Thus,
if each of two farmers owns a 160-acre tract and one rents
a 40-acre field from the other, there are a 200-acre farm and
a-120-acre farm, and not two 160-acre farms. If a person has
croppers or other tenants, the land assigned each cropper
or tenant is a separate farm even though the landlord may
handle the entire holding essentially as one farm in respect
to supervision, equipment, rotation practices, purchase of sup-
plies, or sale of products. In such a multiple-unit operation,
the tenant’s farm is often much smaller than single-unit farms
having a similar number of acres of cash crops. The pasture



