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CllAIIGES IN REQmREME!ITS WR LAliD 

. 'l'he popu'l:ation of the United States increased by approxim'!tely one-third during the past quarter-century. Provided the same ratio per 
aap!Lt'a o·:f population had been maintained as prevailed around l.920 (nearly three and one-half acres), an addition of about 110 million acres 
would· -b_e·en required for crops iil recent yeai'::;i. That national requirements for lap.d crops have remained practically sthtionB.ry s:inoe 
then is attributable to 'a number of :factors. Already noted have been the geo·graphic shifts in crops and in pasture uses, the increases in 
Yield's ·an<! pr0<!uotion o.f many of·the·m.ajor fann· crops, '•the greater productivity of farm animals, and the improved earrying capacities of 
pas:tlkes. Changes in consume;r preference for foods provided directly :from crops have generally resulted· in in those crops producing 
high per-acre v•olumes. Expansion in the conslt'llpti on of dairy, poultry, and similar products has .enlarged the outlets for the increased produc-
tion '0:f the :f,eed grains. Where the tendency has been toward increased· consllll)ption of products from milk cows and other :forage-consuming farm 
livestock.,. the effe.ct has been to augment the value or utility of the tremendous acreage available for producing hay and other :forage crops and 
for pasture and·grazing. 

Added_ to the 'abOve factOrs, instrumental in- scaling down the requirements for cro·pland·, were the reductions which have taken :place in 
. the acreage required to produce farm power.and to produce agrioultu!'al exports. The above charts are indicative of the additions to the acreage 

U.S_ed:. for woUld have -been during the war years, to have maintained the same number of horses and mules as were on farms and 
ranohes at the peak in 1918 <;md to hav:e .sustained previous net export levels for wheat and cotton, the principal agricultural exports. Re-
ductions in these requirements' by 1944, after further declines since 1940, aggregated 60 million acres of cropland and 40 million acres of farm 
pastur.e (humid equivalent). It should be noted that these computed requirements were basad upon current yields per planted or seeded acre, ex-

_.oept fo.:r 'hay. Tri. the of' acreage. req:llireme-nts to feed horses .and· mules, these computations were based upon feeding practices as well 
as upon currell·t ytel:l-s by •groups of States.· These computed annual requirements, accordingly, are constant With respect to such :factors as 
an.nual' and periodi'o ohangas in the relative. levels of production, carry-overs .from preceding seasons, and improvements in yields and in feeding 
praotioes. 
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