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CENsu·s .. OF AGRICULTURE: 1945 
INTRODUCTION 

His.t,ory,.of the census of agriculture.-Tt:e first 

t\ational Census of Agriculture was taken in connection 

with the Sixth iJ~cennial Census of Popu:j,ation in 18,10. 

Since 11'<4(), a ceflsus of agriculture has always been 

Uth:en iil· conjunction with the census of population in 

each decennial enumeration. Congress first provided 

f'or a mi•l-decennial agric1~ ture census to be taken in. 

· 1~JL5, but because. of World .war I this census was not· 

taken. · Ccmgress provided for a mid-decermial agricul­

t~l:l'e census to be taken as of January 1, 1925, and such 

i,l. census was taken.· Another mid-decennial· agriculture 

eeflsus was taken in 1~35, and the legislation ·providing 

for this census continued.in effect so that a census 

o.f agriculture is taken· every fifth year. Therefore, 

.since.1920, there has been a Federal Census of Agricul­

ture every fi ftl: year. 

Scope and schedule of the census of agriculture,­

The censl:ls of agriculture has been increased in scope, 

and the .methods of enumerating and. t&bulating the data 

have heen improved greatly since' l840. The sc.ope of 

the Hrst census of.agrioulture (1840) was limited to 

such il!ems as the production of the principal crops, an 

invet?.tory of the principal classes of domestic animals, 

the production of wool, and the value of dairy a~d 

poultry products·. The 191!5 Ceflsus of Agriculture cov­

ers .not only these items, but also such items as farm 

land .c].assifled· according to use, characteristics of 
the·farm operator, value of land and buildings, farm 

dwellings, farm po.pulation, farm labor, farm faciliti~s 

and equipm•ent, sales of farm products, and th~ pro­

duction of' fl:uits, ·nuts, and many minor crops. 

The gene,ral form of tne schedule for the census of 

agricul tilre has also undergone a change. In 1840, ag-" 

r'icul tu~.a1 items were included in the general schedule 

for "mines, agriculture, conrmer.ce, ~anufacture, etc." 

'1;1hh; schedule was columnar in type; i.e., questions 

were listed in the column' headings and the names of the 

erulii1erated persons were listed down the left-hand side 

of t.he schedule. The schedules from 18fl0 through 1890 

were also cohuunar in type, but the agricultural items 

were listed in a separate schedule from mines, coJR-· 

merce, etc. From 1900 through 1940, the colwnnar type 

. of schedule was abandoned and an individual schedule 

was required for each farm. In 1945,. however; the 

columnar schedule was used again. Space was provided 

in ea'ch schedule, book for. the enumerator to enter in­

fo•r.IiJation f'o·r 25 ·farms except for the South !i:astern and 

South.Central :::l11ates. In these States, space was left 
; 

for only 20 individual farms or suhuni ts of multiple­

unit or plantation operations, while 4 lines were 

available for entering data on multiple-unit operations 

.as a whole. · The columnar hook-type schedule was chosen 

in order to facilitate the wo'rk of enumeration and 

tabulation of the data. 

In addition to the 239 questions asked for all 

farms, 73 supplementary questions on expenditures, 

machirtery, interest on mortgage debt, livestock, farm 

gardens, the farm household, farm employment, and re­

lated items were also· asked for a sample of approxi­

mately 1 farm in each 18 and for specified 1arge farms 

in the United States. All the information for farms 

include~ in this sample was listed in separate schedule 

books. Data for the supplementary questions for these 

farms will be published in volume TI, General l:teport. 

A facsimile of the-schedule or schedules and ac­

companying instructions used for all fanns in 1945 in 

the State or States to which this report relates are 

given iu the appendix. 

Legal basis for the·J91!5 Census of Agriculture.­

Provision for the 1945 Census of Agriculture was made 

in the Act ~f Congress providing for the Fifteenth 
Decennial Census, approved June 18, 1929. 

Presentation ~f statistics.--This bulletin presents 

• all the data from the 1945 Census of Agrfcul ture to be 
published for all farms by counties. The data· for the 

various States· are being published in 34 parts or sepa-

rate bulletins as indicated on page II. ' 

Data by minor civil divisions.--Data for minor civ~l 
divisions (townships, precincts; etc.) will not be 

published. However, a large part of the data for the 

· 1945 Census of Agriculture was tabulated by minor civil 

divisions. The following data by minor civil divisions 

have been placed in statistical tables, copies of which 

may be obtained from the Bureau of the· Census, by pay­

ment of the cost of making copies of such tables: 

NUmber or fanns 

Total acres in farms 

Farm land classlfle~ according to use 

Value of land and buildings 

NUmber of. fann operators by color (Southern States only) 

NUmber of. farm operators .bY tenure 

'NUmber or occupied and unoccupied dwellings 

NUmber or pers0ns living on farms cla~slfied by sex and age 

(V) 
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Number or farms reporting running water, electricity, radio, and 

telephone in farm dwelling 

Number of farms reporting electric distribution llne within 1/4 
mile or farm dwelling 

Number of farms classified according to distance to nearest all­
weather road 

Farms reporting and number of motortrucks, tractors,_ and automo­
biles 

Farms reporting and acres harvested for the following crops: 
corn for all purposes, sorghums for all purposes, oats threshed, 
barley, rye, !lax, rice, soybeans harvested for beans, all dry 
field and seed peas, peanuts grown alone for all purposes, clo­
ver and timothY hay, lespedeza hay, lespedeza seed, vetch.seed, 
alfalfa seed, red clover seed, sweetpotatoes, hops, sugar beets, 
and sugarcane for sugar 

Farms reporting, acres harvested, and production for the follow­
ing crops: corn harvested for grain, wheat, peanuts picked or 
threshed, alfalfa hay, Irish potatoes, cotton, and tobacco 

Farms reporting and acres of the following small fruits (avail­
able only ror areas where these crops are important commer­
cially): straWberries, raspberries, blackberries and dewber­
ries, boysenberries,_ loganberries," and youngberries 

Farms reporting, total'number of trees, and production of the 
following fruits (available only for areas where these fruits 
are'important commercially): apples, peaches, pears, plums and 
prunes, grapes, apricots, oranges, grapefruit, and lemons 

Farms reporting and acres of land in orchards, vineyards, and 
planted nut trees 

Farms reporting and number for the following classes or livestock 
or poultry: mules and mule colts, horses and colts, all cattle 
and calves, cows and heifers, all hogs and pigs, sows and gilts 
for spring farrowing, cows and.heifers milked, chickens raised, 
and turkeys raised 

Comparability of data for various censuses.--The 
1945 Census of Agriculture was taken as uf January 1, 
1945; consequently, data for all inventory items relate 
to that date. Data on crop acreage and production. are 
for the crop year 1944. Data on livestock production, 
unless specifically noted otherwise, and on value of 
farm products, work off farm, etc., are for the calen­
dar year 1944. Likewise, for other censuses, data for 
inventory items relate to-the date of the census and 
data for production items.generally relate to the pre­
ceding crop year or calendar year. 

The date on which the enumerator. makes his canvass 
affects the statistics because of changes betw~en cen­
sus date and the date of actual enumeration. The Act 
providing for the census of agriculture requires that 
no enumerator be assigned a larger area than he can 
enumerate completely within 30 days from the date of 

assignment. Under normal conditions this provision 
-insures promptness in the completion of the enumera­
tion. Because of wartime conditions at the time of the 
1945 Census enumeration, a longer period was· required 
for the canvass. The average date of enumeration, as 
well as the percentage distribution of enumeration 
districts by periods when the enumeration was com­
pleted, is- given in table A on ~ XVII. 

Comparability of data for small .geographic areas.-­
No two enumerators assigned the same territory to can­
vass would -obtain identical resUlts. The influence of 
enumerators on the statistics is most pronounced for 
those i terns which are the most difficult to· define wi tn 
exactness, or those items calling for quantitative data 
not generally measured or evaluated by the farm opera­
tor. An enumerator may have found it advantageous to 
rephrase the inquiry, especially if it.and the accom­
panying explanation were rather long. He may have as­
sisted the respondent in determining the replies, or, 
in some instances, he may have resorted to estimating 
the i tern from other information furnished by the farm 
operator or from his general knowledge of local condi­
tions. Occasionally, when he had difficulty in obtain­
ing a reply or when he considered the inquiry rela­
tively unimportant, the enumerator may• have failed to 
enter an answer for the inquiry. In such cases, the 
comparability of the statistics is affected by the 
character of the work performed by individual enumera­
tors. 

The average county was canvassed by several enumera­
tors. Thus, for most counties,' there were a sufficient 
number of enumerators so that the variation in the work 

'-. 
of various enumerators does not affect, to any appre-
ciable extent, the comparability of totals for various 
counties, or for the same· county for the different cen­
suses. However, some counties with a relatively small 
number of farms were enumerated by only a few enumera­
tors, and in some instances entire counties were can­
vassed by a single enumerator. 

Comparability of statistics for small geographic 
. areas, such as counties and minor civil divisions, may 
also be affected by'the policy of ~rediting to the 
political area in which the farm headquarters is loca­
ted all the land in that-farm including any land in 
~hat farm which is located in other political areas. 
(See enumeration of farms with land located in more 
than one county, page IX.) 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Only those items for which the table descriptions 

are considered inadequate are discussed. The descrip­
tive terms and explanations refer principally to the 
1945 Census of Agriculture, although, in general, tney 
are also applicable to the statistics presented for 
earlier censuses. The definitions consist primarily 
of a resume of the schedule wording, occasionally 

supplemented by the more essential parts of instruc­
tions· given to the enumerators. For the _exact phrasing 
of the inquiries and of the ins.tructions to enwnera­
tors, reference should be made to the facsimile of the 
1945 Farm and Hanch Schedule shown in the appendix. 

A more complete explanati~n of the data will_be pos­
sible after reviewing the figures for all enwneration 
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districts in. the United States; and reference should 
be made to volunie II, General Report, which will pre­
sent statistics for. States by subject matter and which 
will include a more eomprenensive discussion of the 
comparability and reliability of the statistics. 

A farm,--The schedule book for 1945 was entitled 
"Farm and Ranch Scliedule." The following definition 
appeared in each schedule book: 

A farm, for Census purposes, is all the land on which some 
agricultural operations are performed bY one person, either by 
his own labor alone or with the assistance· of members of his 
household, or hired employees. The land operated by a partner­
shl,D is 11kewise considered a tarm. A •rarm" may consist of a· 
single tract of land, or a number of separate -tracts, lind the 
several tracts may be held' under d1ffereBt tenures, as when one 
tract is owned by the farmer and another tract is ren.ted by him. 
When a landowner has one or more tenants, renters, croppers, or 
managers,, the land operated by each is considered a farm. Thus, 
.on a plantation the· land operated by each cropper, renter, or 
tenant should be reported as a separate farm, and the land opera­
ted by the· owner or manager by_means or wage hands should like­
wise be reported as a separate farm •. 

Include d·ry-lot or barl!l dairies, nurseries, greenhouses, 
hatcheries, fur farms, mushroom cellars, apiaries, cranberry 
.bogs, etc. 

Do not include "fish farms," "fish hatcheries," •oyster farms," 
and •rrog farms.•. Do not report.as a farm any tract of land of 
less than 3 acres, unless its agricultuFal products in 1944 were 
valued at $250 or more. 

Farming, or agricultural operations, consists of the produc­
-tion or crops or plants, vines, and trees (excluding forestry 
eperaUons) or of the keeping, grazing, or reeding of livestock 
for animal products (including serums), animal increase, or value 
increase. Livestock, as here used, 1neludes poultry of all 
kinds, rabbits, bees, and fUr-bearing animals in captivity, -in 
ad.di tion to mules, asses, burros, horses, cattle, sheep, goats, 
and hogs. Frequently, certain operations are not generally rec­
ognized. as fa·rming. This is especially true where no crops are 
grown or wh~"re the establishments are not commonly considered as 
fa-rms. 

There was provided a partial lis"\; of types of spe-
cialized ··agriculture and of operations not generally 

recognized as farming but for· which a report was re­
quired', 'l'his list in((luded such 'bperations as apiari~s 
(bee farms), feed lots,. greenhouses, hatcheries, mush­
room cellars, etc. 

' 

The definition of a farm used in the 1945 Census of 
Agriculture was essentially the same as that used in. 
th~ 1940, 1935, 1930, and 1925 Censuses. "Those used· 
for the 1920 and 1910 Censuses were similarly worded 
but were somewhat more inclu~ve. In those years farms 
of .less than 3 acres with products valued at less than 
$250 were to be included, provided they required the 
continuous services of at least one person. Because of 
tlae difference in price level, the $250 limit for the 
minimum value of products for farms of under 3 acres 
resulted in the inclusion in 1945 of more farms at or 
near the -lower \imi ts of value or acreage than were 
included in the earlier censuses. Comparability, par­
ticularly_ on a county level, in the number of farms for 
th~ different censuses is af<f~cted by such marginal 
farms. 

Farm operator ,--A "farm operator," according to the 
Census definition, is a person who operates a farm, 
either performing the labor himself"or directly super­
vising it. The number of farm operators is ident,ical 
with the number of farms. 

Color· of operator,--Farm operators are classified as 
"white" and "nonwhite." White includes Mexicans and 
"nonwhite" (designated as "other" on the schedule) in­
cludes Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all 
other nonwhite races. 

Tenur~ of operator.--Farm operators are also classi­
fied according to the tenure un~er which they operate 
their farms. 

Fu~ ~ owners own all the l$1d they operate.· 
Part owners own a part and rent from others the re­

maining part of the land they operate. 
Kana~ers operate farms for others and are paid wages 

or salaries for their services. Persons acting merely 
as caretakers or hired as laborers are not.classified 
as managers. 

Tenants operate hired or rented land only. Cosh 
·tenants pay a cash rental, such as $4.50 per acre for 
the cropland or $500 for the use of the whole farm. 
Share-cash tenants pay a part of their rental in cash 
and part as a share of· crop or livestock production. 
Share tenants pay a share only of either the crop or 
livestock production or both. Croppers have been de­
fined as share t~nants to whom their landlords furnish 
all the work animals or tractor power in lieu of work 
animals. In some of the cropper areas, tenants pay 
cash rent for noncash crops and a share of the crop for 
the cash crop. These tenants, as well as those for 
whom the method of rental was not.reported, were class­
ified in 1945 and 1940 as .croppers, if the work power 
was furnished by the landlord. Other and unspecified 
tenants include those whose rental agreement was un­
specified and those who could not be included in '0ne of 
'the other subclasses. 

Fori the Northern and Western States, except for'-" 
.specified counties in Southeastern Missouri, croppers 
are not shown separately but are included with other 
and unspecified tenants. For the Southern States and 
for specified counties in Missouri, information by 
color and tenure of operator is presented by counties 
in a supplemental table; i.e., a tenure classification 
is shown for, white and for "other"• farm operators. For 
the Northern and Western. States, information by tenure 
of operator by color is presented only for 'the State. 

Age of operator.--Farm operators have been classi­
fied by age for several censuses, and the absolute 

' I 

figures for six age groups are shown in State table-1. 
Averages are also given in this table' by_ tenure of 
operator for 1945 and 1940, the only years for which 
averages are available. 

Years on farm.--The answer to the question on the 
1945 Farm and Ranch Schedule, "Year the operator began 
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to operate this farm (continuously) ___ (Year)," re-

flects, in part, the stability or instability of opera­

tors on particular farms. 

Ir,t both 19,15 and 191!0, the question on years on farm 

called for the year in which the operator began to 

operate his farm. Since the Census of 1915 was talcen 

as of January 1 and that of 1!HO as of April 1, it is 

impossible to classify the data so as to make exact 

comparison between the two years. 1'he figures given 

for less than 1 year for the Census of 1945 include all 

farm operators reporting 1944 or 1945 as the Y,ear they 

began to operate the farm. A figure for 1945 is shown 

separately for the State in a footnote to ~tate table 1 

and county table I. This fig,ure will give some indica­

tion of the effect on the less than 1 year group which 

may have resulted from the fact that the date-of enu­

meration did not coincide with the census date. For 

the Census of 1910, taken as of April 1, the figures 

for less than 1 year include only those operators re­

porting 1940 as the year they began to op·erate the 

farm. For the censuses prior to 19"10, the data given 

in ~tate table 1 on years on farm are, in general, 

comparable with those for the Census of 1945. 

In reporting the year when the operator began to 

operate the farm, there was a noticeable tendency to 

report the year the opera~or first lived on the farm 
regardless of whether he was the operator at that time, 

whether he had operated the farm continuously si11ce 

that date, or whether the farm qualified as a farm 

under the Census definition prior to the 1945 Census. 

Insofar as the results of this inquiry are used to re­

flect the stability of operators on particular farms, 

this tendency has had no appreciable effect on the use­

fulness of the figures. 

In ::>tate table 1 and in county table I, averages are 
presented for~all operators. These averages were ob­

tained by making a summation of all years reported and 

,~ividing the total by the total number of operators· 
·reporting. 

Residence of farm operator .-Information was ob­
tained in 1945 as to whether the operator of the farm 

resided on the farm he was operating. The question 
read "Does the opera tor live on this farm? ___ (Xes 

or No)." l:l.eplies of "yes" were retained when it was 

evident that the operator considered himself as living 

on the farm operated even though there were no occupied 

dwellings on the farm on January 1, 19"15. Thus;, aB 

operator living on an adjoining tract of land locally 

considered as part of the same farm, or an operator 

'living on the farm a portion of the year but away from 

the farm on January 1, may be included in the figures 

for resident operators. 

Work off farm.-lfany farm operators obtain addi­

tional income from personal services performed off 

their farms. In some cases the opera tor supplements 

his fann income with odd or spare-time ,iobs or bus:lness; 

in many other cases his farming activities are only 

secondary, his off-farm Job being his principal source 

of income. The. inquiry carried on the 1945 Farm and 

tlanch ~chedule ·ascertained the number of days the op­

erator worked off his f'arm in 1944 for pay or profit. 

Instructions were given to the enumerators that-. this 

question was intended to obtain a record of all tim~ 

spent off the farm in 19M for pay, income, or profit. 

Work of the operator in connection with a filling s~a­

tion, store, garage, tourist camp, or other nonfarm 

business conducted at the farm was considered as work 

off the farm. The figures on' number of farm ?per a tors 

reporting work off their farms represent the minimum 

nuptber of farm operators working off their farms in 

1914. Because the number of operators working no days 

off their farm was not obtained, there is no accurare 
measure of completeness of the reports for farm opera­

tors reporting work off the far!fl. In 1940, when re.­

ports were secured for farm· opera tors working no days 

off the farm, slightly less than 8 percent of the farm 

operators in the United States did not report as to 
whether or not' they worked off their 'f'arms. 

Farms reporting .-The term, "farms .reporting,"· as 

used in the tables, indicates the number of fanms for 

which the specified items shown in th~ particular table 
were reported. If there were 1,922 farms in a county 

and only 1,465 .of the.se had chickens on hand over ·4 

months old, •.January 1, 1945, the nwnber of farms re­

porting chickens for that year would be 1,,165. 

Land are,a.-'I'he approximate land areas reported for 

the States and for the cmmties for 19±5 and 1940 re­

sulted from a complete remeasurement of the United 

·States, its individual States; and their counties, and, 

therefore, may be at variance with the figures shown 

for earlier censuses. 

Land in farms.-The acreage" designated as "all land 
in farms" includes considerable areas of land not actu­
ally under' cultivation and some land not even used for 

pasture or grazing; but all such land. must have been . 

under the control of th~ operator and considered a part 

of his farm'. However, large areas of timberland or 

other nonagricultural land held by an operator of a 

farm as a separate business, and not used for pasture 

or grazing, or for any other farm purpose, were to be 

excluded. Land neither owned nor leased but from which 

crops, including wild hay, were harvested was to be 

reported as part of the farm. When·cattle, sheep, or 

other livestock were grazed or pastured on land neither 

owned nor leased by the operator, such land was not to 

be included as a part of the farm. Operations limited 

to livestock grazing on open range and reported as 

having no land owned or leased were given "O" acres and 
were included with farms of under 3 acres. In most of 

the States the increases in land in farms represent. 

land used for grazing. In the Western States this in­

crease does not necessarily represent more land'used 
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for agricultural purppses'. It is more l-ikely that a 

iarge part of it represents leased land which was for­

merly open range. 

'Fhe. 19':!5 . Census also includes in farm acreage more 

Indian grazing lands than prior censuses because of 

changes in the method .. of enumerating agricultural ac­

tivities on Indian reservations.. In 1945, if land in 

an Indian reservation was. used by the Indians on a co­
operative basis, the .entire acreage in the reservation 

was reported as·a single farm. In such cases, much 

grazing land, not included,in farms in_previous cen­
s~;~ses; was included as !'and in farms in 1fJ.i5. 

In 1945, data were obtained for eight classes of 

land based upon the use made of the land in 1944, ~as· 

follows: 

1. Cropland harvested.--The land from which cultivated crops 
Were harvested; land from Which hay (including Wild hay) Was j::Ut; 
and land in small frults, orchar_ds, vineyards, nurseries, and 
greenhouses. When two or more crops ~:~ere harvested in 1944 from 
the same acreage, sueh acreage was included only once in the 
acreage for cropland harvested. However, the acreage and the 

. _quantity o-f each individual crop were reported separately as 
crops·harvested. Thus, 1n some counties the total or the acreage 
Of crops may greatly exceed the acreage designated as cropland 
harvested. 

2. Crop fallure.--The :tand from which no crop was harvested 
ln 1944 oecause of destruction oy wind, hall, drought, floods, 
1n,sec.ts, disease, or from any cause, or from failure to harvest 
because or low prices or lack or laoor. If.· a crop was harvested, 
even though the yield was very low, the land from which the crop 
was actHally harvested was Included ln the acreage. ror cropland 
l:iarveste.5J, no-t crop failure.. The acreage designated as crop 
~allure does rot represent the entire acreage or cr.ops which 
falled, out only that acreage of land tn crops that railed and 

. whtc·h was· not ~!Uccessfully replanted to a crop that was harvested 
ln .1944. · conespondence with individual operators indicates that 
enumera.to·rs sometimes included Hnder ·crop fallure land which had 
not been planted tO ct'ops in 1944 because of floods, shortage of 
labor, or ror other reasons. 

3. Cropland idle or fallow.-cropland which was lying idle or 
· which' was in cultivated summe·r fallow; or land on which crops 

we.Pe i>1a:nted for soil improvement or the prevention of erosion, 
and which was not pastHred, or from which .no crop· of any kind was 
harvested 1n 1944. 

~. Crop·l and u·sed on 1 y' fo-r pasture. -=-cropland used only for 
pasture 1n 1944 that was plowed w1 thin the last 7 years. The 
figHres for th!:s Hem tor the Censuses of 1940, Hlj35, 1930, and 
1925 lnc!lude land pastured which -comld have been plowed and Hsed 
for crops without add-itional clearing, draining, or ·irrigating. 
This land may no); have been pl~owed within the 7. years prior to 
the census date. Ill the States west or the Mississippi, large 
areas of land 'which had never been plowed were reported tn the 
Censuses of 194·0,' 1935, 1930, and 1925 as plowable pasture. 
Ther~fore, the !1gares presented for croplaild used only for pas­
ture, especially for the -states west o-r the Mississippi, for the 
1940 and prior censuse·s are not comparable with the figures for 
1945. 

. I 
5. Woodland pastured.--Woodland· use<! for pasture or grazing 

in 194_4. rr ret-urns for various census years indicated that 
there ·was•· soni~ quest!:on as to whether land should be classed as 
woodland or as other land, sucl:i land was retained as reported by 
the enamerator. Thus, some of the changes, from one census to 
the next, in the acrea!"e or woodland pastured and other land 
pastured may merely -represent differences i'n interpretation 01 
the del'llllt1on Of· woodland by the census enumerators. 

6. Other,: 1 and pastu-red, --La:nd, other than cropland and wood­
land, used only tor pastupe or ~razing ln ill44. 

7. lloodhnd-not pastured.--All farm wood lots or timber 
tracts,' natural or plan,t.ect, ahd cmt-ov·er land wi t.h young growth, 

which has or will have value a§ wood or timber. Chaparral and 
woody shrubs were to be reported as other land used only as pas­
ture or as all other land in farms. 

8. All other land.--Th1s classification includes all waste­
land, house yards, barnyards, feed lots, lanes, roads, ditches, 
etc. 

Enumeration of farms with land located in more than 

one county .-Land in an individual farm occasionally is 

located in two or more counties. In such case~, the 

entire farm was to be enwnerated in the county in which 

the· farm headquarters was located. As a result of 

this procedure, the acreage shown for "all land in 

farms" in some counties may be greater, and in other 

counties smaller, than the area actually in farms. 

lteference to cross-line acreage is made in the tables 

by footnote only when the area· shown for the farms of' 

a county is in excess of the county area. 

Farms and farm acreage classified by size of farm.~ 
The revised grouping of farms and farm land by size 

(total acreage in the farm) as used in the Census of 

1935 was repeated for 1945 • 

The "under 3 acres" group includes a count of farms 

for liyestock operators who neither owned nor leased 

any land but grazed their animals on open or public 

range. 

Farm values.--The enumerators were instructed to 

obtain f'rom each farm operator the total value of the 

farm (land and buildings) owned by the operator and, 
also, the value of that part of the farm rented from 

others. ·rhe value to be reported was the market value. 

For part-owner operators, the value of the owned and 

rented portions, as well as the total value, of' the 
farm is shown in county· table V. 

F1nally, the operator was asked to place an over-all 

value on the farm imple1nents and machinery used in 

operating tpe farm. This was to represent the present 

market value and was to include not only the farm im­

plements but ,also the tools, tractors, motortrucks, 

wagons, harnesses, dairy equipment, gins, thr~shing 

machines, combines, and all other farm machinery. How­

ev,er, the values of automobiles, commercial mills and 

factories, and, also, permanently installed irrigation 

and drainage equipment were to be onli tted. In previous 

censuses, the value of automobiles was to be included 
in the value of implements Md machinery. In making 

comparisons with the figures for 1940 and earlier cen­

suses," it should be noted that· the value ot' all auto-
' mobiles on farms is not included :i,n the 1945 figures. 

The difference in the number of farms reporting 

value of implements and machinery and the total number 
of farms indicates that this item may be incompletely 
reported, as it is not likely that the number of farms 

not having implements and 1nachinery is as great as this 
difference indicates. 

Motortrucks, tractors, and automobiles.--On each 

farm, an inventory wa.s made for the Jnmtber of motor­

trucks, automobiles, ru1d tractors used in the operation 
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of the farm. The enumerat~rs were instructed to enu­
merate all automobiles on the farm, including those 
owned by hired help living on the farm. 

Roads.--The enumerator was instructed to indicate 
the distance from the farm to the nearest all-weather 
road. If the main farm entrance was on an all-weather 
road, the enumerator was asked to report "0" mi,les; if 
not, to give the distance along the highway to the 
nearest road that was passable at all times and all 
seasons. Since some enumerators reported the distance 
from the farm dwelling or farm buildings to the nearest 
all-weather road, rather than the distance from the 
main farm entrance, the reports of "O" up to and in­
cluding 0.2 mile were tabulated as a group. The com­
parative figures for the Censuses of 1940, 1930, and 
1925 for farms reporting o.o to 0.2 mile to nearest 
all-weather road represent: for 1940, farms reported 
as on hard-~urfaced, gravel, shell, shale, etc., roads; 
for 1930, farms reported as on concrete, brick, asphalt, 
macadam, gravel, and sand-clay roads; and for 1925, 
farms reported as on concrete, brick, macadam, and 
gravel roads •. It should be noted that much of the.dif­
ference between the figures for 1945 and those for 
earlier years may be attributed to the difference in 
the wording of the inquiry on roads. 

Facilities.--The number of farms having various fa­
cilities was obtained by the inquiry "Does farm dwell­
ing have--Running water? Electricity? Radio? Tele­
phone?" The number of farms with dwellings, either 
occupied or unoccupied, with reports of "yes" to these 
inquiries is shown by counties. In using these county 
figures, it should be kept in mind that they represent 
a minimum number of farms having these facilities as 
reports for .these items were occasionally omitted./ 
~tate table 1 will indicate the possible overall extent 
of such incompleteness, as it includes figures on the 
number of farms with dwellings for which reports of 
"yes" or "no" were not secured. 

Comparative figures for 1940 are included only for 
those facilities covered in the 1940 Census of Agricul­
ture. Although additional facilities were covered in 
the census of housing, the 1940 figures are not shown 
in State and cmmty tables because of lack of compara­
bility. However, comparisons can be made with the 1940 
figures for the census of housing for rural-farm dwell­
ings if allowance is made for certain differences. '!'he 
1945 figures refer to the number of farms equipped with 
the various facilities, while the fig4res for the 1940 
Ceusus of Housing refer to. the number of rural-farm 
dwellings having these f'acili ties. Therefore, allow­
ance must be made for the fact that in most Stat{ls the 
nuinber of rural-farm dwellings is a little larger than 
the nuinber of farms. Allowance must also be made for 
the difference in the concept of "farm" as used in ·the 
censuses of housing and population and the census of 
agriculture (see discussion under Farm dwellings and 

Farm pqpulation) and for the fact that the census of 
agriculture includes figures for urban as well as for· 
rural farms. 

Farm dwell ings,--The inquiry on dwellings on farms 
January 1, 1.945, called t;or the number of occup,ied and 

the number of unoccupied dwellings separately. JJwell­
ings z:ented to persons not connected with the farming 
operations, tourist camps, and institutional buildings. 
were not to be considered as part of the farm and, 
therefore, were to be exclu~ed. 

Farm population.--Farm poputation was defined for 
the 1945 Census of Agriculture as the population living 

in dwelling units on farms, excluding persons in dwell­
ing units rented to other than ·farm operators. In ad­
dition to the households of resident farm operators, 
the farm population, as defined for this census, in­
cludes the households of resident landlords and those 
of farm laborers, relatives of farm'operators, and 
others occupying dwelling units on farms, without paying 
specific rent for their use. It is be}ieved, however, 
that some of the enumerators did not include all of 
the .persons in the latter types of households. !<'or 
this reason, State table 1 giv~s the population enu­
merated on farms with' .two or more occupied dwellings, 
as well as the total farm populat:).on. 

oata on farm population h&.ve been collected quin­
quennially in the censuses of population and.a~ricul­
ture since 1920. Data for ·these earlier censuses also 

are shown in State table 1, although they are not 
strictly comparable with the figures for 1945. There 
are three principal reasons for lack of comparability: 

1. In the censuses before 1945, persons· living on farms in 
dwellings that were rented to other than farm operators were not 
specifically excluded by defini.tion from the farm population. 
Thus, many families were included who had no connectlon with the 
operation or farms. 

2. In the population censuses or 1940, 1930, and 1920, the 
·data on rarm popula.tlon were obtained by a different method from 
that used in the censuses of agriculture 11'1 i945, 1.935, and 1925. · 
It ~s believed that the difference in method or enumeration had 
an important effect upon the numbers or hOuseholds reported as 
living on farms, and also upon the numbers or persons enumerated 
in those households. FUrthermore, differences in numbers of 
farms enumerated in the various censuses of agriculture had an 
'important effect on the relatl~e s1ze or the ·rarm population 
enumerat.ed. See discussion under definition or •a rarm• relative 
to var1at1ons·rrom ene census to another caused by farms marginal 
as to definition. 

3. The censuses·or 1920, 1925, 1935; and 1945 were ta)l:en 1n 
January,. a month when the farm population ls seasonally low, 
whereas the censuses of 1930 and 1940 were taken in April. 

Farm 1 abor .--The farm labor inquiry sought to secure . 
separate data for the number of persons 14 years old 
and over working on the farm the equivalent of 2 or 

_more days during the week ending January 6, 1915, for 
(a) farm operators, (b) unpaid members of the opera­
tor's family, and (c) hired laborers. '!'he enumerators 
were instructed to report the number of persons work­
ing at farm work, including farm chores. Inmates of 
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' institutions and persons working at housework and con-

tract cons-truction work were not .to be reported. 
'J.1here.was in 19415, ·as in the previous .censuses, dif­

ficulty in securing· accurate data on farm labor •. In 
some case·s, enumerators c;lid not secure answers to the 

. farm labor inqt:~iries, and in other cases they included 
persons engaged in housework, children und~r 14 years 
old, the maximum number of persons employed during the 
year, or the operator with the other family workers in 
ad,clition to repor.ting him separately. Although such 
erro-rs were 1:1sually_ during the editing process, ade­
quate corrections in_the number and type of farm labor 
w<> .. e difficult to ma:ke. 

- Another inquiry on farm labor called for the total 
cash paid in 1944 for farm labor (wage, contract, and 
piece-work labor). Expenditures for machine hire and 
for.any labor included in the cost of such machine 
hire, ~d. expend.itures for household and contract con­
struction work were not to be included. 'l'he expeqdi­
tures fo-r farm ],abor represent the amount paid in cash. 
·For cer1tain types of labor, cash wages are often sup­
plemented. with the furnishing of board, housing, pro­
ducts o-f the farm fo·r the use of the laborer's frunily, 
feed, pasturage for animals, etc. 

For country-estate areas, it should be noted that 
the wages,reported for such farms quite o:Cten exceeded 
the sale of (l;gricul tural products·, In citrus areas 
where it is a -common practice to charge a fixed amount 
per acre_ for the care of groves, this charge was quite 
often reported· in lieu of wages. 

Farm mortgages.~Uata on farm mortgage debt will be 
covered in -a special report, and are not included in 
this report. 

Cro.ps .-The 1945 Farm and Ranch Schedule was pre­
pa~ed in. such manner that every crop grown on a farm 
could .be emunerated. The. crop inquiries were varied in 
different regioqs.of the country-so that separate spe­
ci:fic questions could be carried for all crops widely 
grown in each major area. If a separate inquiry was 
not carried for a particular crop, that crop ~ould be 

, reported under one of ·several "all other crops" ques-. 
· ti"ons .on the schedule. By using a different-. sch~dule 
for each region it was also possible to use the unit' of 
measure that was most prevalent in that area for re­
porting production. 

The acreage, er area, gi~en in the table~ for the 
several crops represents the acreage harvested in tne . . 

crop year 1944 except that the acreage given for land 
in fruit orchards, vineya-rds, and plante·d nut trees 
represents the land·in bearing and nonbearing trees and 
vines, on the census date. It sho~d,be pointed out 
that the acreage harves_ted is often much ·less than the 
acreage planted; _also, that a crop intended for harvest 
in one manner might be harvested in an entirely differ­
ent manner; for: ex8ll.ple, soybeans may have been planted 
for 'the beans but may have been actua1131 cut for hay. 

The production for the various crops_ represents the 
quantity harves~ed during-the 1944 crop year with the 
exception of citrus fruit production which was to be 
reported' for the crop harvested in the 1943-1944 season 
from the Qloom of 1943. 

Units of measure.-The ~it of measure for ··reporting 
production of come cr~ps has varied from one census 
year to the next. It has been pointed out that the 
schedule for 1945 made it possible to secure the pro­
duction of certain crops in units of measure most com­
monly used, varying according to the region. In cen­
suses prior to 1940, production of a crop was quite 
generally, though not universally, reported in a stand­
ard unit for all areas with the result that the quan­
tity harvested was given for some areas in terms of 
units of measure not commonly used in those areas. 

Types of co~tainers and their cubic content have 
varied over the years with production and marketing 
practices. This has been_ especially true of units of 
measure for vegetables and fruits. It has beeri found 
impossible to obtain the production of vegetables in 
terms of standard containers; henee, the use of value 
of sales has been resorted to as the measure of pro­
duction. 

In the tables, the eurrent production of the sev­
eral erops is shown in the unit of measure used on the 
schedule; for example, production of apples is shown in 
bushels for all States, ·exeept Arizona and California 
where it is given in tons or fractions thereof. In the 
State tables the historie8f .data are given for most of 
the erops in the unit used on the 1945 sehedule for 

.. that area. This often required that. the fi~SUres for 
earlier years be converted into different units from 
those reported and publis~ed for those years. Conver­
sions have been made by using the weights in eurrent 
use. 

Value of specified crops harvested.-These values 
·for the· 1945 Census, shown in State table 2 and eounty 
table' II, were obtained by multiplying the quantity 
harvested for eaeh county by county-unit prices. There­
fore, these figures inelude the value of erops used for 
seed or fed to livestock on the farm where produeed, as 
well as the value of erops sold or traded. Similar 
procedures were used in ealculating the valu,e for erops 
_harvested for the Census of 1940. In all eases, the 
coun~y-unit priees were obtained cooperatively gY the 
Oep'artment of Agrieulture and the Bureau of the C~us. 
Fpr four items, values were enumerated beeause of the 
diffieulty of finding a eommon produetion ufiit·for 
purpose of enumeration. These four items are: vege­
tables for sale, vegetables for farm household use, 
hortieul tural s.peeial ties sold, and forest products 
sold. 

Va 1 ue of crops so 1 d .-Thes·e values for groups of 
crops, whieh are shown for eomparative purposes in_ 
State table '2 and eounty table II, are also included in 
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the value~of-product tables, ~tate table 4 and county 

table IV. They are enumerateJ values of crops sold or 
traded. Hence, they do not include the value of crops 

used for seed or fed to livestock on the farm where 
' ' 

produced. In some counties; these figures include 

sales of locally important crops not shown in the 

tables. [<'or such counties, the valu~ of crops sold-, 

may properly exceed the calculated value of specified 

crops harvested. For a discussion of the different 

value-of-products questions, see pages XIV-XVI~ 
Annua I I egumes .-The inquiries for the individual 

annual legwnes were designed to obtain the acreage of 

each crop grown alone and the acreage grown with other 

crops. Because of different planting practices, the 

interplanted acreage cannot always be satisfactorily 

reduced to an equivalent solid acreage to obtain a 

total acreage for any particular legume. However, 
there is some evidence that S0111e enumerators included 

the equivalent solid acreage for the acreage of legumes 
interplanted as "acres grown alone." This method of 

reporting interplanted acreage was probA,bly more fre­
quently used in 1945 than in previous censuses; hence, 

the acreage of annual legwnes grown alone may be over­
stated and the acreage grown with other crops under­

stated for the 1945 Census. That part of the acreage 
of soybeans and cowpeas cut for hay was to be reported 

not only under the separate inquiries for legumes, but 

also under "soybeans and cowpeas harvested for hay." 

If soybeans, cowpeas, and peanuts were grown exten­

sively in an area, a separate inquiry was carried for 

each on the regionalized farm schedule. 

For some of the annual legumes, such as cowpeas, 
picking of the seed is often incidental to the main use 

made of the crop. ~o~qe picking of seed is also made 

from interplanted acreages •. Likewise, some armual leg­

ume hay is cut from the acreage grown with other crops. 

Hay crops .-The total production of all mttings 

was reported, but the acres of land fron, which these 

cuttings were made were counted only once. "Small 

grains cut for hay" includes hay from wheat, oats, bar­
ley, rye, etc., but not oats cut when ripe or nearly 

ripe (milk stage) for feeding unthreshed. A consider­

able nwnber of enumerators reported oats actually cut 

for hay as oats cut when ripe or nearly ripe (milk 

stage) for feeding unthreshed. Since some enumerators 
reported oats cut for hay as oats cut when· ripe or 
nearly. ripe for feeding unthreshed, the· figures for the 

1945 Census for small grains (including oats cut for 
hay) cut for hay and oats cut when ripe or nearly ripe 

for feeding unthreshed are not comparable with cor­

responding figures for previous censuses in many cowl­

ties. "Other tame hay" covers sweetclover, old mead­

ows, millet, Sudan grass, Johnson gr'l.ss,. orchard grass, 

redtop, crested whea tgrass, vel vetbeans', !i!ld vetches 

cut for hay, but excludes sorghwns cut for hay. "ll'ild 

hay" includes marsh, prairie, or range grasses, but not 

volUnteer grasses following cultivated crops. 

All other field crops.-The acreage of all field 

crops harvested and not listed elsewhere on the Farm 

and B.anch Schedule was reported as a unit undel_' ques­

tion 1-±1 (see facsimile of Farm and Ranch :'>chedule in 

the appendix). 'fhe crops included as all other field 

crops varied from region to reg~on. Since a common 

unit of physical measure could not be used for all 

other field crops, the dollar value of production was 

required. No data arebeing published on the acreage 
or value of all other· field crops. 

Vegetables harvested for sale.--In.all States sepa­

rate reports were required for the acreage of four im­

portant vegetables harvested for sale-i.e.; fresh 

beans, cabbage, tomatoes, and green peas. In certain. 
States reports were secured for celery, sweet corn, ·and 

lettuce. The acreage of vegetables for sale, other 

than those specified, were reported as a total as "all 

other vegetables and melons." Vegetables sold to can­
neries, as well as vegetables for fresh market, were to 

be reported as vegetables harvested for sale. Irish 

potatoes and sweetpotatoes were not reported as vege­

tables but as field crops. 1 

Horticultural specialties.-Horticultural special­
ties included (1) crops grown under glass (flowers, 

plants, and vegetables) and propagated mushrooms, (2) 

nursery products (trees, shrubs, vines, ornamentals; 
etc.), and (3) fl,ower and vegetable seeds, bulbs, and 

flowers and plants grown in the open. The inquiry on 
horticul.tural special ties called for the value of hor­

ticultural special ties sold or traded in 19·±4. 

Small fruits.--The figures/given for the individual 

small fruits represent the acreage and production of 

tame or cultivated Varieties with the one exception, 
that wild blueberries were cons,idered a harvested crop 

if the land from which they were harvested was used 

primarily for their production. The enumerators were 

instructed to omit the nonbearing acreage of small 

fruits. 

Tree fruits, nuts, and grapes.-'l'he inquiries on 

tree fruits, nuts, and grapes called for the number of 

trees or vines of all ages and the production. i<;xcept 

for citrus frtu ts, the produchon was for the crop year 

19114 •. For citrus fruits, the production was for the' 

crop harvested in the 19·13-1944 season from the bl?om 

of 194,3~ 

land in orchards, vineyards, and planted nut trees,­

Enwnerators were i~1structed to report the acreage of 

all land in bearing and nonbearing fruit orchards, 

vineyards, and planted nut trees·. On many farms, there 

are a few fruit or planted nut trees or grapevines 
which are not a part of a well-defined orchard or vine­
ya.rd. In many such cases, reports were secured for the 

number of trees or vines with or without production, 
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bttt no acreage was reported. I!Hless there were suffi-. 

ciei!t. trees· to e,Tual the number of trees usually 

].lll\nte<i on two acres, the acreage was not supplied dur­

ing the editing process. For this reason, the number 

of f!l.rms reportin~ SFJecific fruits may exceed the nwn­

her of !'arms. reporting the acreage_ in orchards, vine~ 

yards, .and planted nut trees. 

S,pecified classes of I i'lestock on farms.-rhe 1945 · 

J•'a:.rm and :·tanch Schedule provided for an. inventory as of 

.January 1., 1U45, of the following classes of livestock: 

an horses, all mules, all cattle, cows· and heifers 2 

years oi1l and over, . all hogs, sows and gilts Kept for 

spring farrowing, all goats, all sheeP., ewes and ewe 

laDlbs kept for breeding ewes, and all chicKens over 4 

months old., 
Tbe imquiries in the 19·15 Farm and ~~a.nch Schedule 

for lives-tpck and· livestock pro.:l.ucts were uniform for 

all states. 
·rhe livestock inventory for the 19±5 Census. of Agri- / 

·eul tu,re, as ¥-so· for the 1935, 1925, and 1920 0ensuses, 

was to. be reported. as of .January :1. This i,s thl=J date 

most widely used for the ixlventory or numbers _of live-. 
stock. on hand. ·rhe various Acts of Congress author­

izing a census of agricli). ture necessitated the fixing 

of certain livestock census dates other than .January t. 

Thus, in 19-10 anti 1!3.30, the census was taken as of 

April 1. All livestock operations, regardless of 
whether. the count of inventory numbers was. made as of 

,J aauary or April, were to be reported for the preceding 
I 

·calendaT yer:.r .. 
Periodic.<tlly, Numbers o·f certain species of live-

' . 
stock move thr·,'ugh complete cycles in which they swing 

fro1i1 a high poi11t tq .a lQW p<;>int,, then to another high 
and l()w, with considerable regularity. Census dates 

arhi tnarily fixed 11\ll.Y not occur at the same point in 

these cycles •. dence, figures for one census may rtot be 

<lirec·tly compa>!lab,l~ with those f'or another· census taken 

at a different point in the cycle for a particular 

class of livestoc:k. 

B~cause of the differences in dates of enumeration 

a.nd changes in age classifications., figures given for 

the mui1ber of an.im:als -for tbe various censuses are not 

always direc.tly comparable. State' table 3 presents a 

detailed statement of the age classifications for the 

various classes of livestocK for the several censuses. 

Livestock were to be enwnerated on the farm or ranch 

where1 located on J.anuary 1, .•regardless of ownership, 

aecording to general instructions to enwnerators. How­

ever·, sheep .on range presented., ~s usual, a special 

problem which was best solved by a modification of this 

,.,;eneral r1~1e. In 1945, sheeJil in the Western States 

were enwnerated a't th.e headquarters (in most cases, the 
winter headquarters) of the Panch or sheep owner, re­

gard.l,ess of where the sheep were located on January 1. 

In the 1945 Censas, ewes .and ewe lambs reported were 

to be lim:j. ted, according to the sche•iule, ·to those 

"kept for breeding ewes" and are not, therefore, 

strictly. compar"lble by class definition with ewes 

classified accordirtg to age only in previous censuses. 

Cows mi I ked and dairy products.-The inquiry on the 

nwnber of cows milked was included for the first time 

in -the census of 1925 and has been included in each 

census of agriculture. sine~· that date. "Cows milked" 

includes only those cows and heifers actually reported 

as having ·been milked any time during 1944. The in­

quiry following the one calling for the number of cows 

inilked, asked for the total nwnber of gallons of milk 

produced in ·1944. Several inquiries were made con­

cerning the utilizB;tion of milk produced in Hl"14. 

These inquiries called for the gal,lons of milk sold as 

whole milk, pounds of butterfat sold as whole cream, 
and poundS of butter sold. . 

Poultry and poultr.y products.-Chicl{ens on farms on 

January 1 were reported, according to instructions and 

by definition of the item, only if over 4 months of 

age. Broilers under J months of age were to be ex­

cluded t'rom this .January 1 count. 1'he count of chick­

ens on hand January 1, therefore, gave an approximation 

of the laying and· breeding chickens on hand. 

Chickens raised in 1944 iqcluded broilers and fry­

ers, but excluded chicks h~'tched for sale as baby 

chicks as well as started chicks sold for further 

raising. 

Value of specified clas.ses of 1 ivestock on farms.­
T.hese values for the 1945 Census, shown in ;:itate table 

· 3 and COWlty table ~II, were secured by multiplying the 

inventory number of each class of livestock for a coun­

ty by a county-unit price.. Similar procedures were 

used. in earculating the inventory values of livestock 

for the t;ensuses of 1\HO, 1935; 1930, and 1925. For 

the 1920 Census, the inventory value of livestock was 

enumerated. In all cases, the county-unit prices were 

obtained cooperatively by the Department of Agriculture 

and the Bureau of the Census. 

Value of livestock and livestock products sold,-

1'hese values, which are shown fo.r comparative purposes 

in State table 3 and county table III, are also in­

cluded in the value-of-products tables, State table 4 

az:td county table IV. They are enwnerated ·values of 

lives-tock anLl livestock products !<Old or traded during 

_the calendar year. F'or a discussion of the different 

value-pf-products questions, see pages XIV-XVI. 
Farm slaughter and sales of livestock.-The inquiry 

on farm slaughter called for the nUIIlber of animals 

butchered fo~ use on the particular farm as well as 

those for sale as dressed meat from that fann. · Animals 

butchered off the farm on a custom basis, or otherwise, 

for use on the farm were to be·reported by the operator 

of the farm for which the animals were butchered. 

Animals sold alive were reported \Or the farm from 

which sold whether produced on that farm or purchased 

from others. However·, enumerators were instructed not 
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to report animals purchased and then resold immedi­
ately. 

Value of farm products sold or used by farm house­
holds.-The enumerated values are presented in this 
bulletin as "Value of farm products.sold or used by 
farm households." These values were .obtained by the 
enumerators from farm operators. The 1945 Farm and 
kanch Schedule contained nine questions relating to the 
value of farm products sold, traded, or used by farm 
households. (See facsimile of schedule shown in the 
appendix.) The total value of farm products sold or 
used by farm households is a total 'or the individual 
reports of farm operators for the nine 'value-of-products 
questions on the schedule. The total value of farm 
products, or the value of farm products sold plus the 
value of farm products used by farm hous~holds, gives 
an approximate measure of gross farm income. The 
value-of-products questions were uniform for all States. 
It will be_ noted that the arrangement of these nine 
questions was such that each question appeared immedi­
ately following the reports. on the items to which the _ 
value questions related--i.e., the inquiry on the value 
of the field crops followed immediately after the.in­
quiries on the acreage and production of field crops. 

The value questions relating to livestock and live­
stock products, horticultural products, and forest 
products apply to the calendar year 1944; whereas, the 
value questions for fruit and nut crops, vegetables 
harvested for sale, all other crops (field crops), and 
farm pr-oducts used by farm household are for the crop 

; 

year immediately preceding the census,. 
Since the individual farm is the unit of enumera­

tion, the value-of-products figures necessarily include 
duplications because of interfarm sales. ·For example, 
feed crops produced on F~rm A may be sold to Farm B; 
in this case, their value will be reflected in the 
gross livestock income for Farm B. Similarly, a Texas 
ranch may show sales of feeder cattle, and the same 
cattle may be fattened,and sold from an Illinois farm~ 

The value-of-products figures do not include income 
from nonagricultural s~urces, such as work off the _farm 
by the farm operator or members of his family. 

Ent~erators were instructed not to include in the 
value of. farm products sold any governmen~ payments, 
such as soil conservation and dairy feed or· dairy pro­
duction payments. 

Fruits and nuts sold.--In general, the figures re­
ported for this question cover the value of all' fruits 
and nuts harvested in 1944 that had been or were to be 
sold at the time of the census enumeration. However, 
the information on citrus fruit applies to the 19,13-
1944 season, that is, to the crop harvested from the 
bloom of 1943. The value figures on fruit cover all 
tree fruits, nuts, and grapes, as well as small fruits. 
Sales of wild fruits and nuts are·ex~luded with two 
exceptions: wild blueberries were to be reported on 

the census schedule where the land was used primarily 
for their production; and wild or seedling pecans were 
also reported whether grown in orchards, farmyards, 
pastures, or elsewhere on the farm or ranch. The enu­
merator was il'!.structed that, for all the value-of­
products questions, gross· receipts or values were de­
sired without deductions for ~xpenses of any kind. 

·However, in the case of fruit, there was a noticeable 
tendency in many commercial fruit areas for growers to 
report their net receipts instead of the gross value of 
all fruit sold or traded. This was part:icularly true 
in sections where certain marketing costs were, con~only 
deducted from the payments to the grower for fruit 
sold. Another factor which may have con-tributed to the 
tendency to report net. receipts for fruit c:cops was the 
absence of any questions on the schedule regarding ex­
penditures for such items as spray materials, orchard 
cultivation, irrigation water, packages, and other pro­
duction and marketing costs. 

Vegetables sold.--The values reported for this item 
represent the total value of vegetable crops harvested 
in 1944 for sale. Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes 
were not included under vegetables, but were included 
under field crops. 

Horticultural specialties sold.--The values reported 
for this item include the value of sales for crops 
grown urider glass and propagated mushrooms; nursery 
products; and flower and vegetable seeds, bulbs, and 
flowers and plants grown in the open. 

All other crops (field crops) sold,--This question 
covers the value of the sales of field crops such as 
corn, sorghums, small grains, annual legumes, hay, clo­
ver and grass seeds, and misc~llaneous crops, including 
Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes, cotton (lint), tobac­
co, sugarcane, sugar beets, hops, etc. In addition, 
the ~nt~erator was instructed to include the value of 
sales of byproducts such as cottonseed, beet pulp and 
tops, pea vines, etc., although no provision was made 
for reporting the production of such byproduct.s on the 
schedule. On some schedules the value of sales of cot­
tonseed apparently was not included in the value ·of 
field crops sold or' traded. The·enumerator was also 
instruc-ted that where the farm operator was a tenant, 
the lancllord' s share should be included in reporting 
the value of sales, not only for this item, but also 
for all other value-of-products questions. Income from 
grazing livestock on a per-head basis was also included 
under this question. 

Dairy products sold.--This question called for the. 
value of all dairy products sold or traded in 1944, 
including sales of cheese, buttermilk, and skimmed 
milk, as well as sales of ·milk, butterfat, and butter. 
The value of dairy products purchased for resale was to 
be excluded, bottl from this value question and from the 
preceding items on quax1tities of whole milk, cream, .and 
butter sold. 
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Poultry and poultry products sold.--Sales of ducks, 

geese, guineas, pigeons, baby chicks, and poults were 
included, as well as sales of eggs, broilers, fryers, 
other chickens, and turkeys. 

Livestock and livestock products sold (other than 
dairy a-nd poultry}.--This value question included the 
sales of horses, mules, cattle and calves~ hogs and 
pigs, sheep and lambs, meat (exc.ept paul try) , goats, 
goat milk, wool, mohair, fur animals in captivity and 

.. pelts, bees, and honey. 
'Forest products sold.--The values reparted for this. 

ques~ion include sales of firewood, fuel wood, standing 
timber, sawlogs, veneer logs, pulpwood, mine props, 
bark, charcoal, fence posts, railroad ties, poles and 
piling, turpentine, resin, maple sir.up and sugar, etc~ 

Farm products used by farm Ju>Useholds.-This ques­
tion called.for the value of products of the farm in 
1944- that were, had been, or were to be used by all 
householc~ on the farm. The following items were to be 
included iri this question if consumed on the farm where 
produced: meat, milk, cream, butter, poultry, eggs, 
honey, vegetables, fruit, firewood, fuel ·wood, and 
Irish and sweet potatoes. Farm products of institu­
tional farms which:were used by inmates of the institu­
tion were considered as sold, and the value was in­
cluded under the other eight value-of-products ques­
tions. The same procedure was followed with respect to 
products of Community Victory gardens. 

·comparability of Jgqo and 1930 Censu~ figures on 
va 1 ue of farm produ-cts so I d or used by farm house­
holds.--In general, the value of farm products informa-

,tion from the 1945 Census is comparable with that from 
the 1940 and 1930 Censuses. Availa.b~e comparative f'ig­
ures will be found in State table 4. The 1940 Farm and 
Hanch Schedule carried 10 value-of-products questions, 
separate inquiries being used for value of livestock 
sold and value of sales of livestock products (other 

/ . . 
than· dairy and poultry). The 1930 Farm and Ranch 
Schedule had 5 questions on value of farm products. A 
single question was used for the value of sales of all 
crops. Separate questions were used for value of live­
stock sold and for value of all livestock products sold 
(including. dairy ~d poultry). In addition, the 1930 
questionnaire carried an inquiry on gross receipts from 
lodgers, boarders, and campers. The 1930 Census value­
of-produ~ts figures shown in State table 4.do not· in­
clude the income reported from this source. 

' 19~5. classification by type· of t'arm.-In the 1945 

Census, all farms have been ·classified mechanically by· 
type of farm; based on the principal source of income 
in 1944. The procedure was as follows: 

After eliminating "farms with no products"· and "un­
classified" farms, which could not be classified by 
type on the basis of the value of products, the re­
maining farms were sorted into two groups: (1) farms 
producing products primarily for sale, and (2) farms 

producing products prilnarily for own household use. If 
the value.of farm products used by farm households ex­
ceeded the total value of all farm products sold, the 
farm was classified as a "farm producing products pri­
marily for own household use." On the other hand, if 
the value of all farm products sold equaled or exceeded 
the value of farm products used by farm households, 
then the farm was classified as a "farm producing prod­
ucts primarily for sale." "Farms producing products 
primarily for sal~"· were further classified into the 
following nine major types, on the basis of source 
of income: fruit-and-nut farms, vegetable farms, 
horticultural-specialty farms, all-other-crop (field 
crop). farms, dairy farms, poultry farms, livestock 
farms, forest-product farms, and general farms. If the 
value of products. sold from one source of income was 
more than 50 percent of the total value of all farm 
products sold, then the farm was classified as the type 
corresponding to that source of income. Farms for 
which the value of products from any one of the eight 
sources of income did not exceed 50 percent of the 
total value of all farm products sold were classified 
as "general" farms. 

Farms with no farm products sold or used.--These.are 
farms for which there was a correct report of no farm 
products sold or used by farm households. Such fa.rms 
include: (a) new farms being operated for the first 
time in 1945,. and (b) farms having a complete crop 
failure in 1944 with no livestock or livestock products 
sold and no value for farm products used by farm house­
holds. For example, in certain areas, such as the New 
England States, some farms reported hay as the only 
product, with no sales and no livestock on hand at the 
time of enumeration. Such farms are included in the 
category of "farms with no farm products sold or used." 

Unclassified farms.--Where information on the farm 
production and value of farm products sold or used was 
incomplete or not reported, the farm was designated as 
"unclassified." 

-Comparative 19qo Census figures on type of farm.­
The 1945 and 1940 Census classifications of farms by 
type are not comparable. In the 1940 Census, farms 
were classified by type on the basis of Inajor source of 
income. To illustrate, if the entry for value of dairy 
products sold was the largest entry under the 10 value­
of-products questions, the ·farm was classified as a 
dairy farm. If a farm had two or more sources of in­
come for which the value entries were the same, and. .­
these were the largest value entries, the farm was 
classified-according to the item predominating as to 
major source in that locality.· While this method of 
classification was sirr,ple and objective, the results 
were not entirely satisfactory. For example, farms for 
which the value of products used by the farm house­
holds was only sLightly larger than the value of the 
la_r.gest sales item were classified as subsistence or 
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family-living farms. But many of these "family living" 
farms had diversified operations so. that the total 

value of farm products sold was greatly in excess of 
the value of products for farm household use. Logical-· 
ly, such farms belonged in a "general farm" category. 

Table B~ on page XVII, shows comparative State figures 
on farms, ·classified by type, for both the 1945 and 
1940 Censuses. In the last two columns are figures 
fr?m the 1~ Census on number of farms, classified by 
the 1940 Census "major so~ce of income" procedure, de­
scribed in the preceding paragraph. The figures in the 
second and fourth columns show the 1940 Census nwnber 
of farms reclassified, us~ng the 1945'Census procedure 

1 described .iri the preceding section ,entitled. nl!:l45 

Classification by Type of Farm."' AB explained in foot­
note 2' of table B, this reclassification 'is based, in 
·part, on a comparatively small sample. The .co·effi­
cients of variation. shown in the fifth .colwnn may be.' 
interpreted as follows: The probabilities ar~ aboat 2 · 
in 3 that the percent e'l'ror of. the 1940 estimate..will 
be less than the coe:fficient of var:j.ation and about 1 
in 3 that it will exceeli the coeffi.c:i,ent of v:ariati9n. 
The coefficiepts of variati9n apply alike to the esti­
mated 1940 nUJiJ.ber of' farms of each type 'and to the per­
centage that the.nillnber of each type is of tqe t?.tal 
farms in the State. 
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T:.tsL» A. -APPROXIMATE AVERAGE DATE OF ENUMERATION AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 

ENUMERATION DISTRICTS· BY DATES OF ENUMERATION: 1945 

lTEld 'Illinois ITEM 1111no1s 

Approxima~ average dat:e of enUlhert~:t.1on •••••••••••••••••• ,. • • • • •• • •• • W~rch 1-15 
Percent of enumeration ·districts em.mterated during-

JalUlaJ:r,y 1-15•·•r•! •• ••• ••••••••••••.••••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••••• r .............. . 

Percent of eJll.lJDei-ation districts ei1UIIIerated during-
April 1-15 •• ; ............................................. • •• .. .. 
April 16-30 ........................... , ......................... . 

January 16-31 ...... '"""" ....... , ,,, ........................ ;,,,. 16 May 1-15 ....................................................... .. 
. February 1-1s.... ........... ..... .. • .. .. .. • .. .. • • .. .. .. • .. • .. • • .. .. 2a 
Februiry 16-28 ............................. ~...................... 15 

May 16-31oo .... " •" ...... "" "• • .. "•" •; "•" • "• .. • .. " " .. " 
Jtme 1-15· ............................................. : ......... . 

1 Ma>ch 1~15........................................................ g· JtD:le 1&-30 ....................................................... . 
March 16-31 ..... ; ....................................... ;........ 12 

. ' ' . I . . 
Jul;v 1-15 ................................... · ................... .. 

TABLE. B.-NUMBER AND ·PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS BY TYPE OF FARM: CENSUSES OF 
1945 AND 1940 

·, [For basis of cMssification by type, see ·text] 

7 
7 
7 
3 

1945 TYPE CLASSIFICATION. 
1940 TYPE CLASSIFICATION1 

(CEN~US OF 1940) 

TYPE 0F FARM 

, All farms:. •·• •••• ,,, • ; ••.•• ~ ..................................... . 

·hr.ms With no :f.S£m products sold .or used a ••••••••• • •••••• 
Farms, unclassified4 •••• • 1 ••••••••• · •••••••••.•••••••.•••••• 

Al~l: classified farnis ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Fatms producing products Primarily for sale ••••••• · •• :. 

· Frui·t-and-nut far.ms· •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Vege-table farms •••.••••••. ~ ....... • ••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Horticul twal-~pecial,ty farms ............ ~ ........ , 
All-other-crop :farms ....... • ~ ...................... .. 
Jli!.Lry· fal'IIJS ....................................... ,. 
Poultry. i'arms .............................. , ...... .. 
LiVestock farms ••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• -. •• 
Fore.st-pr.oducts 1;'arms ............................ ; ••• 
General farms~ •.••••••. ~ .•••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••• 

· Fax,ns produc:ln,; products ;primarily for OV(ll 1 

household· use ••..••.•. , •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• ; ••••• 

o.Not ava1labie. tt 
x.o.5· percent or less. · ·10·05 ·percent or less. , 
1 Mor.e than 15 pe~cent. . 

Number of farms 

204,.239 

2,273 
540 

201,426· 

180,287 

1,362 
2,295 

906 
56,663 
15,012 
9,593 

54,042 
1!8 

40,296 

21,139 

Percent distribution 

100.Q 

0.8 
1.2 

98.0 

84.9 

0.8 
1.2 
0.5 

36.7 
6.8 
2.7 

18.2 
(t) 

18.1 

13.0 

Number Percent 
of' farms .Us tribution 

············· 213,439 100.0 

............. 1,762 1.0 ............. 2,601 1.2 

············· 209,076 98.() 

(') 167;387 78.4 

7 1,757 ·o.a 
4 2,488 1.2 
6 1,062 0.5 
1 88,918 41.7 
3 19,423 9.1 
6 7,388 3.5 
2 46,217 21.7 

w 134 0.1 
(•) c•> 

2 41,689 19.5 

FOr comparable figures by co\mties,. see 1940 Reports on Agr~cultw'e, vol. II, pt. 1, county table XIX, p. 342• 
2·County figures. e.Fe not aveJ.lable. The 1940· Cen~us figures (State) by type of farm. are based m a 2-percent sample for farms with under $10,000 total value of' farm Prod­

uc~, plus a tabulatiop. of all farms with $10,000 or more tot8.1 walue of farm products. These figures are, therefore, sub1ect to· sampling errors. The coefficients of var-
iat.ion ,provide !11forlilation on the approximate magnitudes of these errors. See text. · 

3C!l·ass-ifi:ed,by total' value of f'arm·pr9ducts, but not classified by type. See State tables 4, 7, and a. 
4 ·N~t cl·assi-fi,ed ·e:l.-ther by total value of farm products or by type. See S~te. tables 4, 7, and B· 

7230i.7 0 - 46 - 2 


