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Sir: 
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''Multiple-Unit Operations." This report covers selected areas in nine Southern 
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ponent subunits. 
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W. Skinner, Agricultural Statisticians. Acknowledg~ment is made of the coopera­
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MULTIPLE-UNIT OPERATIONS 
Jnt.roducHon.-There exists in southern agriculture a 

pattern of :farm operation not found to any extent in other 
parts of the United States. It is an arrallli;ement by Which the 
landlord or operator provides capital and management, and share 
croppers provide labor in carrying oil. farming operations on an 
integral unit. ·This pattern is, in part, an outgrowth of the 
abrupt chanl?)e in the ecpnomic status of farm workers Which de­
veloped immediately following the Civil War. In the shift in 
the status ··of the workers from that of slaves to that of freed-: 
men, it .becaJ[I!l necessary for landowners to develop new arrange­
ments 1-n order to continue farming pperations. Under the- new 
arrangement, landowner and worker ~ontin~ed to farm the same 
land resources. In the early stages of t.he develppment of this 
system, plantation -operators freouently did not have suffi­
cient fimds or credit to pay cash wages while the crop was being 

. made and to meet other_production expenses. Croppers did not 
have the .funds or managerial experience to set themselves up as 

. independent tarm operators, but they and their families were 
'"able to supply labor to operate the multiple unit. They lived 

on the place, usually received advances for tlle purchase of 
food and othe-r i terns, and obtained a share of the crop, or pro­
ceeds therefrqm, as a return for their labor. Under this sys­
tem, the cropper partially shared in the economic risks brought 
about by changing prices and fluctua.ting yields. In the trans­
ition to this pattern of farm- operation, the working of the land 
has not been copfined to Negroes as many white farmers are re-:­
corded as ·croppers in the censuses of agr1 culture. 

Plan.tation agriculture in which. the land is rell11-rded as a 
unit for general administ!'!}tion, even though farmed with crop­
pers.,or other classes of tenants, J:!as continued _,to exist. Also, 
other tracts of land n9t locally thought of as plantations, but 
encompassing more t·han one farm, as defined :tor Census purposes, 
are oru~rated as a unit from the standpbint of the cropping 
system or managerial or supervisory functions. In many cases 
the tenants under these arrangements are subjected to as close 
supervision ·by the owner, general lessee, or hired manager as 
that towhich wage laborers are subjected either on the same 
farms, in tae same local area,or in other_parts of the country. 

This basis of farm operation caused sharp cl:Bnges in the 
statistics reported· be-cause the operating unit which had been 
enumerated as one "farm" under slavery conditions became many 
farml3 according to the Census definitions. A "farm" for Census 
pu'J:1)oses is, in brief, a tract of land on which some agricul­
tural operations are performed by one person, either by .his own 
labor alone or with the assistance of .unpaid members of his 

. houseb,old or .hired employees. Under this definition, each tract. 
of iand operated by a .tenant-whe;ther a renter in a more re­
stricted meaning of the word "tenant" or whether a share crop­
per-has been considered as a separate farm. 

· The tract of land operated by each cropper or other class 
of tenant has been recorded ~s a separate farm even though a 
part of a larger~perating unit. In order to enumerate all the 
iand that is actually associated with the operating unit _(here­
after designated as Dmlt1ple unit), it is necessary to record 
all land ather than that assigned to croppers or tenants as the 
home farm. Salnetimes no crops are grown. an the home farm; in 
other ·cases, only feed crops are grown; and, in. still othej 
cases, a part or all of the cropland is used for the growing or'· 
cash cr0ps with the. help of wage hands. The cropper parts of 
the multiple unit often have no woi-k stock or machinery to re­
part as the operator of the multiple unit furnishes the work 
power and machinery. Such wo.rk stock and machinery, ln .accord­
ance with the instructions to repart these items on the schedule 
for the tmit or farm where they are kept,. are usually reported 
for the home farm. Thus, nEilther the hame farm nor the other 
subunits of a multiple-unit operation, when enumerated individ­
ually, represent complete operating i.mits. · 

Sharing in .the proceeds from the crops grown provides an 
lncentive f.or the croppers to· follow goad husbandry under the 

multiple-unit operator's direction and assists in holding the 
croppjlrs on the place until COmPletion of the h2.rvest. The 
us·ual share for the cropper is one-half of the crop, but many 
variations occur because· of variation in the amount of the pro­
duction items each participant furnishes and ·for other reasons. 
Each cropper· is charged with his share, usually one-half, of 
the fertilizer used and, in the case -of cotton, he may pay a 
share of the cotton-ginning cost._ 

Multiple units are closely associated with ,the production 
of major crops in the South that have high/labor requirements. 
Cotton and tobacco have been important cash crops grown under 
the cropper system; consequently, cottoQ- and tobacco-growing 
areas are the centers of high concentration of. multiple-unit 
operations. (See figures 1 to 4.) Machinery and work power re­
quired for these two crops have been such that they can be used 
effectively by croppers. Sometimes the work stock and imple­
ments are kept at the cropper farmstead, particularly when no 
home farm exists, .but usually they are kept on the home farm 
and the cropper goes there to get·the work stock and implements 
needed for each day's work. 

The concept of a farm as being a tract of land on which the 
agricultural operations are performed by one person, either by 
his ol'in labor or with the assistance of unpaid members of his 
family or hired labor, must be complied with under the present 
procedure for the taking of a census of agriculture. Statistics 
collected in this manner are useful in comparing the contri­
butions of capital, management, and labor to agricultural oper­
ations; in COmParing the shares of income accruing to the vari­
.ous tenure groups; and in comparing characteristics of farm 
fain1lies. Hqwever, lt has long been recognized that this con­
cept of a farm is inadequate for comparing information relative 
to the organization and income for complete operating units 
when·some operati~g units are comprised of several subunits 
designated as farms under the. ·Census definition. When subunit 
operations are c.ombined into complete operating units (multiple­
unit operations), comparison may be made- with other operating 
units not only within the same area but also with operating 

· units elsewhere in the United States. It is the operating ar­
rangement, not the size of the land holding, that furnishes the 
·basis for the consolidation of subunits into multiple units in. 
order to obtain over-all statistics on an operating-unit basis. 

There are_ different degrees of management exercised by 
landlords, or hired managers, over their croppers or other 
c~ass-es of tenants. In most cases, the croppers are closely 
supervised in such matters as when. to plant, fertilize, cul­
tivate, or harvest .their crop. In many cases, the wishes of 
the cropper are ascertained before the landlord sells the crop; 
and some croppers may have the privilege of marketing their 
share of the crop when and where they choose. On some planta- · 
tions "renters" are supervised about as closely as croppers. 
However, most renters and some croppers are subjected to very 
little supervision at any time. Between these two extremes--on 
the one hand, very close supervision and direction on the part 
of'the landlord in all or most phases of crop production and,on 
the other hand, little or no supervision or consultation cou­
pled _with freedom in marketing-are varying deii;rees of direc­
tion, consultation, etc, 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

·The descriptive terms and explanations which follow refer 
pr~ncipally to multiple units and single units, ·as· used in this 
report, and to their relation·to comparable items shown in 
volumes I' and II of the reports for the 1945 Census of Agricul­
ture. All items for which the table descriptions are consid­
ered inadequate' are discussed. The exact phrasing of the 
inquiries and the instructions for enumerating farms and multi­
ple-unit operations appear in the facsimile of the 1945 Farm and 
Ranch Schedule shown in the Appendix to this volume. 
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FIGURE I 
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FIGURE 3 

Multiple-unit operatlone.-For the Census of 1945, the 
following definition of a multiple-unit operation was decided 
upon after ~onsultation of members of the Bureau of the Census 
with representatives of the United States Department of Agri­
culture,.State agricultural workers, and farm operators: 

11A multiple-unit operation is one in which two or more subunits are 
handled as a single-farm enterprise. It usually involves supervi­
sion of cropper or tenant operations and central control of such 
items as sale of products, work power, machinery and eqUipment,orop 
rotation, or purchase of supplies. A multiple-unit operation con~ 
sists of two or more subunits, one of which must be a cropper or 
tenant operation under the close supervision of the mUltiple-unit · 
operator. One of the subunits may consist of land worked by the 
operator, his family, or wage hands, Plantations .should usually be 
reported as multiple-unit operations. 11 

The tacsimile of the schedule and accompanying instructions 
used in the 1945 Census of Agriculture shows that the book•type 
schedule contained 20 numbered lines and, at the bottom of each 
page, 4 lettered lines. The numbered lines were to'be used for 
enumerating farms other than multiple-unit operations and tor 
enumerating the subunits (each cropper, renter, and home farm) 
of multiple-unit operations. The lettered lines were to be 
used.for enumerating the over-all operations of the multiple 
units. Under this general plan, provision was made for the 
enumeration of farms in acc·ordance with the definJ.tions used ·in 
previous censuses of agriculture an~ also for the enumeration 
ot multiple-unit operations in the following States: 

Alabama Louisiana South Carolina 
Arkansas Mississippi Tennessee 
Florida Missouri Texas 
Georgia North Carolina Virginia 
Kentucky Oklahoma 

FIGURE 2 

UNITED STATES TOTAL 
4,052,028 

U.l. aii'AliTW.In 01'. GfMIIII.tl 

FIGURE 4 

' . 

(eOUNTV UNIT EIASISJ 

Several of the above St!ltes were included, not because of the 
widespread occurrence of'multiple-unit operations, but because 
the Farm and Ranch Schedule tor 1945 was regionalized from the 
standpoint of kinds ot•crops grown in a general area. 

Based ·on the definition above, the term "multiple unit,• 
as used. throughout .t~s report, relates to two or more subunits 
combined into one operating unit~ One of the subunits is usu­
ally the "horne farm." 

~.-The term "subunit" is ,~used to denote a component part oj 
a multiple-unit operation. The component par~s of a multiple unit ar• 
two or more farms as defined by the Census ··of whioh one must be 1 

cropper or tenant farm. One of these Census farms· is usually th• 
11 home farm." 

Home farm.-The term "home farm" refers to that part of the multi· 
ple unit handled by the multiple-unit operator w1 th the help of famill 
and/or hired labor. It usually contains the home of the multiple-un11 
operator or the headquarters where work stook and equipment are kep1 
for the entire operation, The home farm ino+udes all the land asso• 
oiated with the over-all multiple-unit operations not assigned tc 
other subunits. ' 

With croppers often .reporting only cropland in their sub­
units, the home farm often represents the differenc~ between 
the total land in the multiple unit and the cropland assigned 
to croppers or other classes of tenants. -1\ home farm, when 
reported, was included as a subunit of the multiple-unit 
operation. 

Some rnult1ple-uni·t operators assign all of the land to crop­
per and tenant subunits. Such multiple units are without a home 
farm and, in ·most of such cases, the multlple-unlt operator 
does not live on the farm or multiple unit. The number of home 
farms, therefore, is ).ess than the number of rnultlj)le units. 

Single unit.-A 11single -unit11 is a farm 1wh1oh is. operated ~sa 
complete farm business by the oparator• his flimily, or hired w~rkere. 
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Sin~le units, as used in this report, :r;e,present farms ac­

cording to the ·Census definition which are independent of 
multiple-unit operations. Since the operator of a single unit 
may be of any tenure, "croppers" who are independent of any 
multiple-.unit ,aperations .are c,aunted as srngle units. 

From these definitions and explanations, it should be clear 
that the number of single uni~~ plus the number of multiple 
units does nbt equal the Census number of farms for any county 
or State. However, since a multiple unit consists of a combi­
nation of Census farms, the number of single units plus the 
number of subunits of multiple units equals the number of cen­
sus farms in a county or State. 

, ~nit.-The term 11 unit,•i as used throughout this report, relates to 
an oper.;;ting unit. It is a complete farm business consisting of either 
a single un1 t or a multiple un1 t, Thus, eaoh multiple-unit operation 
is counted as 6ne unit. 

A multiple-unit operator is the person who directs and supervises 
the multiple-unit operations including the operations of croppers or 
tenants. He usually has central oot~tl)l.l of suoh items as the sale of 
products, mrk power, maohj_nery and equipment, Grop rotations, or 
purchase or supplies. If the multiple-unit operator lives on the 
multiple unit, he"\has direct supervision or two or more subunit 
operatio!ls, one or which i.s usually the land he operates with the 
assistance or hie family or hired labor, If the multiple-unit oper~ 
ator does not live on the multiple unit, he must have direct super­
vision of two or more cropper or tenant subunits that are hand~e-d as 
one operating unit. 

In this report, the term "multiple-unit operator" refers. to 
the person, regardless of .residence or ~enure, who directs the· 
'over-:-all operatiop.s of the multiple unit. 

A sipgle-unit operator is the person who operates a farm independ­
ently of any multiple operation. He directs the operations on the 
lana: Y!Orked by himself, his family, or hired laborers. This term is 
iden:tioal with the term "rann operator,," as defined for Census pur­
poses. 

Color of operator,-For Census purposes, r~ operators are clas­
sified as "white" and "nonwhite." White. inaludes Mexicans; nonwhite 
includes Negroes, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and all other nonwhite 
raoes. The color of a multiple-unit operator relates to the person in 
control of the over-ail op'e;ration. The color of a single-unit operator­
relates to the person who directs and controls a single-unit operation. 

No data are presented in this report conce~ning the color of 
subunit operators. 

Tenure of opera tor.- The Census class.ifies farm opera­
tors according to the tenure undex:: Which they operate their 
~its or farmS. The several tenure classes are defined as 
follows: 

Full owners own all the land they operate. 

Part owners own a part and rent from others the remaining part of 
the-land they operate, 

Managers operate units or farms for others and are paid wages or 
salaries Tor their services. Persons acting merely as caretakeTS 
or hired as laborers are not classified as m~agers. 

·, 
~operate hired or rented land only. 

£!!!!!!. tenants pay a oash rental, such as $10 per aore for the orcp­
. land or $500 for the use or the whole farm. 

',• 

Share-oash tenants pay a part of their rental in oash and a part 
as a share of the orop or livestock production. 

~-tenants PliO' a share only of either the orop .or the 11ve~ook -· 
production or both. · 

Croppers are defined as share tenants to whom their landlords ~­
nish all the work animals, or tractor powe·r in lieu or work 
animals. 

Traditionally, a cropper is a hired worker who is paid a 
share of the crop in lieu of a cash wage. He differs from a 
wage hand in that his payment is not fixed but depends upon 
the quantity of crops he harvests and sells .and upon the price 
he receives for the crops .sold. The laws of some States define 
a share ctopper as a tenant, others classify him as a laborer. 
In most State~, questions as to his tenure _status are decided 
by the courts on the basis of whether he has title to the crop 
and, upon harvest, pays the landlord a share, or whether the 
landlord retains title to the crop and, upon harvest, pays the 
cropper his share after deducting any advances in cash, credit, 
supplies, etc. In order to facilitate the coding procedure, all 
tenants with work power furnished, except those paytng cash 

.rental only, were classified as croppers. 

Other and unspecified tenants include those whoee rental agreement 
was unspeoifi ed and those who could n0t be included in one of 
the other subclasses. 

The tenure of multiple- and single-unit operators was based 
on the above definitions and classifications. Multiple-unit 
operators are classified according to the tenure under which 
they handle the over-all multiple-unit operation as a single 
farm business. To determine the tenure of multiple-unit opera­
tors, the answers to several questions were examined from the 
section of the schedule in which the over-all multiple-unit 
data were reported. Answers for comparable .home-farm questions, 
if there was a home farm, were considered also. The answers to 
these principal questions were examined: "Does this person rent 
land from o"thers'l" "Name of landlord," "Acres rented," "Method 
of rental," and "All work stock and tractor power furnished by 
the landlord?" 

No tenure data for subunits (component parts of multiple 
units) are presented in the county or type-of-farming area 
tables. However, a summary of the tenure of the subunit opera­
tors, by States, for the area included in the study, is pre-

_sented in the accompanying table. It should be noted that a 
subunit is ident~cal with a farm as shown in volumes I and II. 
The tenure classification shown in the table is the same as 
that presented in the reports for tne ~945 Census of Agricul­
ture. Since a home farm is classified as a subunit, the distri­
bution of subunit operators by tenure. includes the operator of 
the· home farm. The tenure of the home-farm operator is the same 
as that of the multiple-unit operator with one exc~pt1on: Some 
multiple-unit operators own all the land in the home farm and 
rent from others all or a part of the land assigned to croppers 
or tenants. Fully owned, partly owned, and managed subunits, 
were generally included in multiple un1ts, only as home farms. 

Age of opera tor.- Figures are shown for four age groups of 
multiple-unit and single-unit operators. Since the age of some 
operators was not reported, the total number of operators for 
these four age groups is less than the number of multiple and 
single units. The data for multiple units relate only to the 
multiple-unit operator. 

Years on unit.-The. schedule question on years on farm 
called for the year in which the operator began to operate his 
farm continuously. For" multiple units, the figures represent 
the year in which the operator of the multiple operation began 
to operate the unit. No figures are shown for subunit opera­
tors. The figures given for "Less than 1 year" includ~ all op­
erators reporting 1944 or 1945 as the year they began opera­
tions. In reporting the year when the operator began to operate 

NUMBER OF' SUBUNITS INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE UNITS, CLASSIFIED BY TENURE OF OPERATCR1 , BY STATE9z 1945 

[The data given in this table relate onl.T to ·tho area ino1uded in the multiplo->mit etUd,r· S~o page XII for description or aNa] 

TENilRil r1f OPERATOR CF SUBU!IIT Total Alabama ~ Gocrgia Louisiana ll1s sissippi llissouri North SOuth Vit'llini& Carolina Carolina 

Si.J:~~r~~~~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~>~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~~~ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~~-: 
563,224 55,668 55,289 87,185 ea,oos 146,007 7,976 87,141 ee,an 10,064 
99,185 9,896 4,925 19,256 6,085 21,592 647 19,051 16,538 2,599 
10,848 1,?S4 906 1,754 701 2,045 21.0 1,758 1,522 218 
2,257 100 512 412 214 750 26 161 207 5 

All tenants• .. ,., . ............................................. , , ..• M0,954 4l,aee 47 ,148· 65,763 ·51,505 122,120 7,095 66,171 51,804 7,462 
Caah tenants • . , ••• : .. , , •....... , ...•....••. , ; •...•. , •.• , .•..•.• , 20,688 6,094 1,52'7 5,387 834 4, 006 lal. ee• 2,666 1l9 
Shar~-oas_h tenants ... , •...•.•.. ,.· ........••.... • • • • • • • • • •• •· • •• • 5,71!1) 225 1,085 135 699 697 508 222 550 e 
Share tenants . . ., •.. , , • , .•.. , 0 • , •• , , ••••• , •••• , •• , •••• , • , , • , ••••• 65,855 7,265 7,512 6,684 5,59:5 15,174 1,58,2 11,<!52 10,000 891 
Ct-oppere ........................................................... S24,e95 25,546 34,628 50,655 25,182 94,771 4,988 49,946 34,790 6,189 
Other and u~peoitiod to nan to ................................... 25,991 2, 788 2,386 4,901 1,397 6,762 234 3,987 S,298 255 

1'l'hl tenure or home-.f8.1W. opara~ors is included, 
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the multiple unit, there was a noticeable tendency to report 
the year the operator first lived on the unit, regardless of 
whether he was the operator at that time or whether he had op­
erated the unit continuously since that date, Insofar. as the 
results of this inouiry are used to reflect the stability of 
operators on particular units, this tendency has had no appreci­
able effect on the usefulness of the figures, Data for the num­
ber of years on unit fer multiple•unit and single-unit operators 
are presented in four groups, 

Res ide nee of opera tor.- Information was obtained in 1945 
as to whether or not the operator of the farm resided on the 
farm he operated, The question read, "Does the operator live 
on this farm?-(Yes or No).• This question applied to operators 
of multiple units as well as to operators of.s1ngle units, 

Work off unit.-Many unit operators supplement their farm 
income with odd or spare-time jobs or businesses off the farm. 
In some cases, -the operator's principal source of income is 
off-farm work, with farming activities only a secondary enter­
prise. 

The 1945 F'arm and Ranch Schedule called for the number of 
days the operatorworked off his farm in 1944 for pay or profit. 
The schedule was so designed that the question was applicable 
to multiple-unit operators as well as to single-unit operators. 
Enumerators were instructed that this question was. intended to 
obtain a record of all the time spent off the farm in 1944 for 
pay or profit. Work of the operator in connection with~ fill­
ing station, store, garage,tourist camp, or other nonfarm bust­
ness conducted at the _farm was considered as work off the farm. 
Exchange farm work was not to be reported. Howev~r, work on 
another farm for wages was to be reported as work off the farm. 
The figures on the number of operators reporttng'off-farm work 
represent the m1~1mum number of operators working off their 
farms in 1944. Because a report was not secured for those op­
erators not working off the farm, there is no accurate rneas.ure 
of completeness of the reports for operators reporting off-farm 
work. 

For multiple units, data for days worked off the unit are 
presented only for multiple-unit operators. Since the number 
of days worked off the unit is not shown for subunits, days 
worked off single units plus days worked off multiple units 
will not equal the totals shown in volumes I and II of the re­
ports for the 1945 Census of Agriculture~- However, the number 
of days worked off the farm by all subunit operators, including 
the operators of hOme farms, of multiple units may be obtained 
by subtracting the data for s1·ngle. units from the comparable 
totals shown in volumes I and II. 

Units reporting.- The term "units reporting," as used in 
this report, indi.cates the number of units for Which the speci­
fied items shown in the particular tables were reported. If 
there were 250 multiple untts in a county and only 175 of these 
reported tractors, the number of multiple units reporting this 
item would be 175. In the tables presenting multiple-unit and 
single-unit data, the term means either "multiple units report­
ing" or." single unl.ts reporting, • depending on the column head­
ing, The term "multiple units reporting" refers to the number 
of operating units for which an item was reported, regardless 
of the number of subunits reporting. 

In the tables presenting data for "home farms" and "other 
subunits," the term "un!ts reporting" is also used. The mean­
ing of the term is essentially the same as explained above-ex­
cept that it relates to the number of home farms or other sub~ 
units (component parts of multiple units) reporting-a particular 
item. 

Land in un 1 ts.- The acreage designated as. • All land ttl 
·units" includes all the land under the control of the operator 

(cropland, pasture land, woodland, and all other land) that was 
considered a part of his farming unit. However, large.areas of' 
timberland or other nonagricultural land held by an -operator as 
a separate business, and not used for pasture or grazing or for 
any other farm purpose, were to be excluded, Land neither owned 
nor leased but from which crops, including wild hay or_pra1r1e 
grasses, were harvested was to be reported as part of the unit. 
When cattle, sheep, or other livestock was grazed or pastured 
on land neither owned nor leased by the operator, such land was 
not to be included as a part of the unit, 

For multiple units, "All land in units" includes not only 
all the land associated with the home farm, but also all the 

land assigned --to cropper or tenant subun'lti!. · -In ·part 3, 
"TaMe ·I.-Multiple Units Only," "Land in subunits" is shown 
separately for home farms and other subunits. 

Cropland harvested.- The land from which cultivate<j.,CroPi! 
were harvested;- land from which hay (including wild hay) was 
cut; and land in small 1'rui ts, orchards, vineyards, ,nurseries, 
and greenhouses. When two or more crops were harvested in 1944 
from the same acreage, such acreage was included only once in 
the acreage fo-r cropland harvested. However, the_ acreage and 
production of each individual crop were reported separately_as 
crops ~ested. 

Cropland harvested, as shown for .multiple ·units, includes 
all land from which crops were harvested by the 0pera tor,. ~is 
family,or hired workers-plus au the land from which crops we're 
harvested on units 'that were assigned to croppers or tenants·, 
For single units it includes all the land from which crops w_ere 
harvested by the operator with the assistance of his family and 
hired workers. In part 3, "Table I.~Multiple Units Only,• 
•cropland harvested" is shoWn separately for home farms and 
other subunits, ' · 

Crop fa 11 ure. -The land from .which no creps were harvested 
in 1944 because of destruction by wind, hail, drought, flo0ds, 
'insects, di~ease, or from any cause; or from failure. to harvest 

. because of low pr:ices or lack of labor._ If a crop was harvest• 
.ed, even thOugh the yield was very low, the land from which the 
crop was actually harvested was included in the acr:eage for 
cropland harves;ted, not ,crop failure. The acrea,ge designated 
as crop !allure does not represent '!;he entire acreage of crops 
which failed,but only that acreage of,lan<J, in crops that failed 

__ which was not successfully replanted to a crop that was harvest­
ed in.l944. Correspondence with individual operators indicated 
that enumerators sometimes. included under crop failure land 
which had not been planted -to crops in 1944 because of floods, 
shortage of labor, or for other reasons. . 

For multiple units crop failure, as de_fined above, includes 
all such land associated with all subunits of the· multiple unit. 

·cropland, idle or fdlow . .... cropland. which Wll,S lying idle 
. or Which WaS in CUltivated summer fallow; or land Oil Which 
crops were planted· for son improvement or the prevention of 
erosion, and which was not pastured, or f-rom which no crop of 
any kind was harvested in 19~. 

Cropland, idle or fallow -on multiple units, incl'Ctdes an· 
of such land associated with all'· subunits · of the multiple 
operation. 

Cropland used only for pasture.-Cropland used only for, 
pasture in 1944 that was plowed within the last 7. years. Al­
though practically an such pasture is usually assoc.ia ted with 
the home farm of a multiple unit, the figures presented in this 
report include cropland pastured· for all subunits,i.e., for the 
entire mul tiple-un.it opera.tion. · · 

All other land.-For this report "All other.land'"includes 
an 'land other than cropland harvested; crop failure;·cropland, 

idle ,or fallow; and cropland used only for pasture. In. this 
category is included all other land used for pasture or grazing 
in 1944; all wood lots or timber tracts, natural or planted~· 
cut-over land vtlth young growth wbether pastured or-grazed or 
not; ·and all wasteland,house yards, barnyards,feed·lots, lanes, 
roads, ditches, etc~ Such land reported for multiple units in­
cludes all tha:t associated with the home farm and all cropper 
arid. tenant subunits of a multiple-Unit operation. 

'Farm labor.- The farm labor inquiry asked for separate 
data for the number of persons 14 years old and over working on 
the farm the equivalent Q.f 2 or more days during the week end• 
ing January 6, 1945, for (a) operators, (b) unpaid mEmlbers of 
the operator's family, and (c) JV.red farm_ laborers, The enu­
merators were instructed to report the number of persons work­
ing at farm work, including farm c;:hores, Inmates. of institutions 
and persons working at housework·and contract construction work 
were not to be reported. ' • . · 

There was difficulty in securing ac_curate reports on farm 
labor. Ln some cases, enumerators did not secure answers :t;o·: 
the inouiri.es and, in other cases, they included persona--,eng~ 
in housework, children under 14 years old, the maximum _number 
of persons employed during the year, or the operator· 'IJith the 
other family workers in addition 'to· reporting him separately·. 
Although· such errors were usually detected during ·the edlttng 
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process, !ldequate· corrections could not always .be made; conse­
quentily, the data. on farm labor, particularly the data· on unpaid 
members of the operator's family, are subject .. to considerable 
reporting errors. 

Another inquiry on tarm labor called tor the total· cash 
paid in-1944 for farm labor (wage, contract, and piece-work 
labor). Expendi_tures for machine hire and. for any labor in­
cluded ·in the cost of such machine hire, an<f expenditures for 
househ~ld and· contract construcyion work were not .. to be inclu­
ded, The.expenditures for farm labor•represent_the amount paid 
in cash. For certain types of labor, cash wages are often sup­
plemented with the furnishing of iica.rd, housing, products of the 
farm for the use. ot thfl. laborer's family, teed, pasture for an­
imals, etc,~ 

For multiple units these data relate to the totals tor the 
labor and wages that were ;reported tor the home· ·rarm and other · 
component Sl:lbunits. In eaclll case, the term "l:l!lits reporting" 
refers to the number of multiple .units reporting any labor 
(tam!ly or hired) and the total number Of persons represents 
all those on hOme farms plus all those on other component sub­
units. The number of unpa-id w.orkers, as showri in the tables, 
was obtained QY totaling all those work-ers reported for the 
home farm (the operator and· mell\bers of his family) and all those 
reported for other !)Omponent subunits (cropper and tenant 
operators and members of their families) who did .. not receive 

.. wages. The number of operators shown as a subtotal of unpaid 
workers in part l,county table I, relates to multiple-unit op­
erators only; the number of ,unpaid memoers · of the operator's 
family includes all m!lmbers of· the multiple-unit operator' 8 
family other than the operator and all. cropper and tenant oper­
ators and members of their families Who did not receive wages. 
Hired workers relate to the number· of persons Who worked on the 
home.farm for wages· during the specified period plus any Who 
worked on compon~nt subunits for wages (hired by cropper and 
tenant subunit operators). The amount of cash wa.ges paid tor 
hired libor in.cludes the total wages paid in 1944 for persons 
working on the.lllome farm. and for all those working for cropper 
and tenant operators of other component subunits, 

Crops and livestock~-For multiple units, information is 
given tor the major. crops and classes of livestock, Correspond­
ing 1nfor,mat1on is ·!l-lso given for single units. Data for at 
least three and a maximum of.four crops are presented for every 
State, The acreage shoWn in the tables represents that harvested 
in the crop year 1944, The aoreage presented for multiple units­
represents the total acres harveste.d for the entire multiple 
unit. Thus, the· acreage reported by the operator. of the home 
farm .plus that reported for other component cropper· or tenant 
Sl:lbun1ts constitutes the entire ac!'eage harvested for the mul­
tiple-unit operation. The. production for the various crops rep­
resents the quan-tity harvested during the 1944 crop year. 

.. Data for only thre.e .classes of livestock (mules, horses,and 
all cattle) are" presented for multiple units. The numbers rep­
resen-t inventories, as of January 1, 1945, of these classes of 
livestock on multip:).e units and s.tngle tmits, regardless of 
ownership. For multiple units, these totals represent an in­
ventory for each of these classes of 11 vestock on the .. home farm 
and on cropper and tenant subunits. 

Value of farm products sold or used by mlit households.­
The total value of farm products sold or used~on the farin is a 
total of the 'individual reports of farm operators for the riine 
value-of,-products questions on the schedule. (See facsimile of 
sche<J.ule sl:lown tn the Appendix. } The total value of farm prod­
ucts, or the sum of the value , of farm products sold and·the 
value of farmproducts used by farm households,gives an approx­
imate measlltre of- gross farm income. For all the value-of-prod­
ucts questions, gross receipts or values were to be re_ported 
Without deductions .tor expenses of any kind. The enumerator 
was also" lns,tructed that, if .the operator was a tenant, the 
landlord's share should be included in rep·orting the value of 
sales .. The vall:le-of-products figul-es do not include income from 
nonagr1cult~ral sources,· such as work off the farm. Also, enu­
merators were instructed not to include any government pe.yments, 
such as soH c.onservat1on or dairy production payments 1n the 
value-of-products figures. 

For multiple · units, the value of products represents the 
total for · the ·home farm plus the ·totals. reported for cropp~Jr 

and tenant subunits. The instructions to enumerators provided 
for a different procedure (see facsimile of the instructions). 
In general, enumerators follcmed the plan. of totaling the values 
for the subunits to arrive at an over-all value for the multi­
ple unit. In constructing totals for multiple units in the ed,­
iting process, it was impossible to follow a procedure other 
than that of totaling the values reported for the subunits. 

Fruits and nuts sold.-In general, the figures reported 
for these items•cover the value of all fruits and nuts.barvested 
in 1944 that had been, or were to b~sold, The value figures 
on fruits and· nuts cover all tree fruits, nuts, and grapes, as 
well as small fruits. There was a noticeable tendency, in many 
commercial fruit areas, for growers to report their net receipts 
instead of the gross value of all fruit sole or traded. 

Vegetables_. sold.-The values reported for this item rep­
resent the total valte of vegetable crops harvested in 1944 for 
sale. Irish potatoes and sweetpotatoes were not -included under 
vegetables, but were included under field crops. 

Horticultural spec tal ties sold.-Horti cultural special­
ties included (l) crops grown under glass and propagated mush­
rooms; (2) nursery products (trees,, shrubs, vines, ornamsntals, 
etc.); and (3) flower and vegetable seeds, bulbs, and flowers 
and plants grown in the open. The inquiry called for the value 
of sales in 1944, 

All other crops (field crops! sold.-This question 
covers the value of the sales of field crops harvested in 1944, 
such as corn, sorghums, small grains, annual legumes, hay, clo­
ver and grass seeds, Irish potatoes ana sweetpotatoes, cotton, 
tobacco, sugarcane, rice, etc. , The enumerator was instructed 
to include the value of sales of byproducts, such as cottonseed, 
pea vines, etc., although no provision was made tor reporting 
the production of such byproducts on the schedule. On some 
schedules, the value of sales of cottonseed apparently was not 
included in the value of field crops sold or traded. 

Dairy products sold.--This question called for the value 
of all dairy products sold.or traded in 1944, including sales 
of whole milk, buttermilk and skimmed milk, butterfat, and but­
ter. The value of dairy ·products purchased for resale was to 
be excluded, 

Poultry and poultry products_ sold.- Sales of ducks, 
geese, guineas, pigeons, baby chicks, and poults were included, 
as well as sales of eggs, bro1lers, fryers, other chickens, and 
turkeys. 

Livest9..ck and livestock products sold CotheJ." than dairy 
and poultry!. -This value question included the sale of horses, 
mules, cattle and calves, hogs and pigs, sheep and lambs, meat 
(except poultry), goats, goat milk, wool, mohair, fur animals 
in captivity and pelts, bees, and honey. 

Forest products sold.-£I'he sales of firew!lod, fuel wood, 
standing timber, sawlogs, veneer logs,. pulpwood, mine props, 
bark, charcoal, fence posts, railroad ties, poles and piling, 
turpentine, resin, etc. 

Farm_products used by farm households.--This question 
called for the value of products of the farm in 1944 that were, 
or were to be, used by all households on the farm, The follow~ 
ing items were to be included in this question 1f consumed on 
the farm· where produced: meat, milk, cream, butter, poultry, 
eggs,o J:ioney,, vegetables, fruit, firewood, fuel wood, and Irish 
potatoes and sweetpotatoes. 

It should be made clear that for multiple units this item 
included the value .of these products that were used by all 
households on the "qpme farm" subunit plus the value of these 
products used by all the households on cropper and tenant sub­
units, 

Units wtth no farm products sold or used.-These are 
units for which· there were reports of "none"· for farm products 
sold or used by unit households. Such units include (a) new 
units being operated for the rl:r-it time in 1945, and (b) units 
having a complete crop failure in 1944 with no livestock or 
11vestocJs products sold and no value for tarm products used by 
unit households. Very few multiple units (two or more subunits 
combined into one tmi11) reported no income 'from farm products 
sold or used by unit households. 

Unclassified units.--When information on the farm pro­
duction and value ~f farm products sold or used was incomplete 
or was not reported, the unit was designated as "unclassified." 
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A few single units could not be classified. However, no mul­
tiple units were unclassified, even though some component sub­
units were unclassified. 

Classification by type of unit.-All units have been 
classified by type based on the source of income in 1944: The 
type into Which a multiple unit was classified depended upon 
the source of income in 1944 ?or the home farm.and the cropp~r 
and tenant subunits combined into one operaGing unit; 

Multiple and single units were classified by type on the 
same basis of criteria. After el1m1nating "units with no farm 
products sold or use·d" and •unclassified" units, the remainder 
was separated into two groups: (l) units producing products 
primarily for sale and (2) units producing products primarily 
for home use. If the value of products used by unit households 
was greater than the total sales, the unit was classified as a 
"unit producing products primarily for ovm household use," 1. e., 
for use by households on the multiple unit. If the value of all 
sales was greater than the value of products for use of the 
householdB, the unit was classified as a "unit producing pro­
ducts primarily for sale" and then further classified on the 
basis of the source of income. The type into Which a unit pro­
ducing products primarily for sale was subclassified was deter­
mined upon the basis of the following criteria: 

Fruit-and-nut units ............ More than 50% of sales from 
fruits and nuts. 

Vegetable units •............ ~ .. More than~ of sales from 
vegetables, exclusive of 
Irish and sweet potatoes .. 

Horticultural-specialty units .• More than 50% of sales from 
horticultural products. 

All-other-crop (field crop) 
units •........................ More than 50% of sales from 

field crops, including Irish 
and sweet potatoes. 

Dairy units .••...........•..... More than 5~ of sales from 
all dairy products. 

Paul try units .................. More than 50% of sales from 
poultry, eggs,- etc. 

Livestock units •............... More than 50% of sales from 
live animals,meat,wool,etc. 

Forest-product units ••......... More than 5~ of sales from 
forest products. 

General units •..•............... No one source contributing 
more than 5~ of total sales." 

Examples: A an1t with field crop sales of $goQ, livestock, 
sales of $700, and a value of prOducts used by unit households 
of $200 would be classified a~ a all-other-crop (field-crop) 
unit. A unit with field crop sales of $600, livestock sales of 
$400, poultry sales of $600, and ~ value of products used by 
unit households of $GOO would be classified as a general unit. 

The terms "type of unit" anct "type of farm" used in the 
value-of-products tables are not the same as the .term "type-of­
farming area" used elsewhere in this report. 

Size of unitr-Mult1ple and single units are classified 
by size of unit' on the basis of all land in the unit. All land 
in multiple units includes the land in the home farm plus the 
land assigned to component cropper and tenant subunits. 

Type-of-farming area.-Preceding the data for each"State 
is a map deltneating the type-of-farftdng areas used for this 
report. These type•of-farmi'ng areas, designated by Roman nu­
merals, are those used by the Land Grant Colleges and the 
United states Department of Agriculture, -~he boundaries of the 
areas were verified by the respective Land Grant Colleges and 
by the United states Department of Agriculture. / 

Generally, the term "type-of-farming areJ!.", refers to a sub­
division within a State in which there is, general hOm\)geneity· 
of economic and physical conditions. usually these conditions. 
include similar characteristics of livestock, crop-production 
practices normally followed, and of the pattern of natural re­
sources prevailing. For practical purposes, the bounqaries for 
these areas follow county lines, even though natural divisions 
seldom-follow the lines of political subdivisions. 

PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF STATISTICS 

Location of-multiple-unit operations.-The general area 
in which multiple~unit operations are important is shown by, 

figure 5. This area includes the counties in which approxi­
mate·ly 5 percent or more of the farm operators, as reported in 
the 1945 Census, were croppers. While there 1 s a Slll3.ll number· 
of multiple units outside or this area, they are relatively 
unimportant in relation to total units or farms. 

The data presented in this report do .not cover the entire 
area of multiple-unit operations, but, in the ma~n, they are 
limited to entire Stat~s, or parts of States, in which multiple­
unit operations are most important. (See figure 7.) Statistics 
are included for 567 counties in nine States. Data are in­
clude.d for all counties. in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Miss1.s­
sipp1, and South Carolina, 46 counties· in Arkansas, 7 in Mis­
souri, 80 in North Carolina, and 16 in Virginia. In the four 
States, for which some counties were not 1ncluded in the report, 
entire type-of-farming areas, with two exceptions, were in­
cluded. In a few areas in Arkansas and in North carolina only 
selected count.ies were included beca:use of ·the high percentage 
of multiple units in these counties. 

Presentation of multip)e-uni.t statistics.-ll'his report 
. contains all of the published data oR multiple uni"ts for tlie 
1945 cens.us of A!j;riculture. State and county data are pre­
sented in part l, a series of four county tables. All of th~se 

show comparisons for single units and for multiple unit&. 
County table I gives the general characteristics of the units. 
County table II presents the number of operators, all land in 
multiple units, cropland harvested, and value of units (land 
and buildings) by 9olor and tenure of operator and ·also shows 
the acreage and production of specified crops and inventories 
of livestock. County table III presents the number, acreage, 
value, and croplaYJ.d harvested by size of unit based on the total 
acreage in the unit. County table IV shows the value of farm 
products by source of income. 

TWo groups of tables present statistics by type-of-farming 
areas, One group of five tables (comprising part 2) shows com­
parisons for single and.multiple units; the other group of three 
tables (comprising part 3), presents data for multiple. units 
only. 

The tables presenting statistics by type-of-farming areas 
include data for all of the items. shown in county tables I to 
IV excep·t the data for unpaid farm workers. In addition, these 
tables show data for age, residence, and work off farm for 
single- and mUltiple-unit operators. The tables also contain 
data showing the frequency distributions for various items, 
such as value of land and buildings, cash wages paid, etc. such 
data are not presented by counties because .in lll3.nY counties t'he 
number of units was too small to justify the publication of the 
figures by counties. 

Type-of-farming area tables I, II, III, and IV.contain the 
data for general characteristics· of the units, tenure of opera­
tor, size, type of unit, and value of farm products. Type-of­
farming table V presents a•distribution of multiple units ac­
cording to the number of subunits in the multi)lle unit; i.e •. , 
2, 3, 4, 5-9, lQ-l9, and 20 and over sub1¥11tS. The items shown 
in table V include-acreage, value of land and buildings, number 
or dwellings, number of SJ.*lCifled livestock, acreage and pro­
duction of specified crops, and value of farm products by source 
or income. 

"Table I.-Multiple Units Only" presents a comparison -of 
'the data for the "home' farm" and "other subunits." Information 
is given for such items as total acreage, acres of cropland 
harvested, value of l.mplements and machinery, dwellings, popu-

. lation, hired workers, cash wages, motor equipment, specified 
livestock and crops,· and value of farm products sold or used by 
households. "Table II.-Multiple. Units Only" gives information, 
by color and tenure of the mult1ple-uni t operator, for .tractors, 
work stock, cattle, acreage and production or specified crops, 
value offarm products sold or used by households, and value of 
farm products used by households. "T?-ble III .-Multiple Units 
Only" presents a distribution, bysize, of the same tteins listed 
for "Table I I. -Multiple Uhi ts Only." 

Not all the material tabulated for multiple units and the 
com~onent subunits are presented in this report. For example, 
data were tabulated separately for the characteristics of the 
home farm and for the other subunits according to the distribu­
tion of the multiple units by the number of subun"l ts· as shown 
in part 2, Type,-of-farining area table v. Copies Of the avail­
able, but unpublished, tabulated material may be obtained from 
the Bureau of the census for the cost of preparing the neces­
sary tables and making photostatic copies 'thereof-. 



INTRODUCTION. Xlll 
T!'le d:i,,stri:Outlen or multiple units, according to the nlllri'tier 

.of: subunits per multiple Unit, is shown by figure 6. The rela­
tive :tmfJortatle~ or multiple units, as t'eflf)cted. by the number 

~011' ·component subunits, is shown by figures ·a and 9. Other 
measures or the relative 1inpo.rtanee Df mult'iple-unit operations 
are ·PGrtrayed :ror type~or-rarming areas by figures io to 17. 
Tl:lese .maps show the proporti-on of the total farm land area in 
multiple units, the proportiof!~ o:f the tots,l corn, cotton,- to­
bacco·, and peanut acreages that were harvested on multiple 
units, a'l'ld tlil.e proportions o:f the number 6':f tractors, work stock, 
and cattle ·on multiple units~ 

NllltiBER OF MULTIPLE UNITS WITH THE NtlloiBER FIELD ENUMERATED AND THE 
NllMBER OFFICE CONSTRuCTED, BY STATES: 1945 

To~al Alabama .Arkans8a Georgia Lou1o1-
J!lllJIII!IIATI!D AIIJl 00NSt'R1J)TI!D 8JI8 

Total ................... 141,316 1~,431 9,098 26,.610 8,065 

EnU118rated •• •••••• · .................. 108,489 8,089 7,201 18,484 6,242 
constructed ..•.•.. ~ .............. 37,827 7,842 1,897 8,126 1,82l! 

I 
Jl1aa1.- North South Virginia liii1JIIIRATI!DAIIDCOIIS'l'll1lCTI!D sippi Jl1aaour1 Carolina CaroliJla 

'rotal •••••••••••••••••••• 28,886 2,194 27,679 20,201 3,752 

llll,..rated ••• ~ •• •.• •••••••••••••• 211,1148 1,718 17,501 la,B21 180 
Oonsti.'Uctod •••••••••••••••••••••• 3,138 471 10,078 1,380 8,~72 

I,n:terpretatf.on at data t'ar multiple untts.-In inter­
preting .the dat.a for multipl~ units, consider!!-tion must be given 
to. the d.ef1nitiol!l.s used in connection with the 1945 Census of 
Agriculture; hew these definitions were applied by census enu-
merators, and to the procedures used in the compilation or tlie-· The proportion of all multiple units:', that were enumerc.ted, 
data. varied among .supervisors• districts, counties, and eJaumeration 
" The definition of mult1p).e units was. no.t c.learly understood districts, as ·well as among States. For the area as a whole, 

'by a.ll census enuinera.tors 1n th·e multiple.ounit areli. In soine the number ·of multiple units constructed contained an .:.veruee 
areas. enumerators associated muitiple· units with the size or o:r 2. 7 subunits us compared with un averaee of 4.4 subum ts for 
land b.6ld1rigs '·rather than with the operating .criteria used for multiple units enumerated and an average of 3. 9 subunits for all 
determining the existence Of· multiple units. ·In other areas, multiple units. 
either because of lack of unqerstanding Of the de!inition o:r a caution should be exercised in the interpretation of data 
multiple unit or for other reasons, some Census enumerators dtd in type-of-farming area tab-le .v. Averages obtained by dividing 
not enume'rate.any multiple units. · · to.tals by the number of subunits may be misleading because home 

In orde.r to. insure that data ror multiple unitsliBf'El cons'ist- rarms are included in the numberof subunits. Preliminary anal-
ant with dat!\,.for component subumits and that the subunits of Ys.is of the data indicates that the composition of cropper and 

. multiple units. were ali properly identified, it was ·nec.essary., tenant subunits does not vary materially, re-gardless of the num-
to e:xamine the reports :for an farms in .the. multiple-unit areas. ber o:r subunits. However, the size of home farms tends to in-
This examination involved the identifying o:r component parts o:f crease as the number of subunits increases. 
multtpie umits and determining the correct over-all totals for While inost of the tables' in this report show a comparison 
the· Iiltlltiple unit, To determine whether or not a Census farm of the characteristics of single units with those o:r multiple 
was a component ~art of a m~ltiple unit, the ansWers to several units, no data are presented for the characteristics of subunits 
questions on the schedule were examined. These included (1) the except in. "Table I.-Multiple Units only" which presents limited 
malti.ple~un:l:t questions, on· page 1, columns · a, b, c, and d; information on the characteristics · of the "home farm" and 
(2) the name of. the person from whom the· land was rented for "other subunits." However, additional information, such as age 
subunits other than the home farm,as·reported on page l, column of subunit operators, years on unit, work off unit, number of 
3;· (3) the name of .t·ne operator of the home fantt;page 1, column subunits reporting specified items, etc., can be obtained for 
1 (which snould be toe same as the name c:r the pe.rson from whom subunits (including the home. farm) by subtracting the statistics. 
the subunit operators rented land if there was a home farm): shown for single units from compamble data published in vo.lumes 
(4) the method of rental· (cash, share, share-cash, other), page r and n." . 
2, column 16; and (5) whether all w.ork st.ock and tractor power Comparabtl tty of multiple-unit statistics with those 
we-re furnis,hed by~the.landlord, page 2, column 17. for pr:lar censuses.- This is the first report of census data 

In the editing procedure individual farm reports enumer- .. on multiple units based on the ·definition used herein, i.e., two 
ated as coJilponent parts of multiple units were retained or. or niore subunits, one or more of which is a cropper or tenant. 

· exclud·ect from toe mu;ttiple-unit operations•. Editing clerks Multip,le-unit operations have received attention in each 
identified and combined into'multiple units other indiVidual census of ~;~griculture. However, the only other published re-
f'arm report.s that had no.t been lis.ted by the enumerators as ports are chap"ter XII, "Plantations in the South" included in 
eomponeJII.t parts o:r multiple units. These clel'ks were instructed, volume v of the 1910 census reports and a monograph based on 
to ad-here to tne established -derinition o:r a .multiple -unit ahd this and other statistical material issued by the Bureau o:f the 
a1so 'to consider the answers to. the questions listed in the census in 1916 entitled "Plantat·ion Farming in the United 
preced-ing paragraph: Some tenant operations, other than cropper states." -In the 1910 report the Bureau of the census adopted 
opera·J;ions, were included in the multiple units. When the com- the following definition of a tenant -plantation: 
'ponents for a multiple unit included such tenant operations, and 
t·here wal;l no clear ind:l:~ation that these were independent oper­
ating uzrlts, they were retained as a part of the multiple unit. 

I:n case the enumerotor had not properly identified or had 
not. considered subunits as prirts of multiple units, it was nec­
essary first to Ment:p:y all subunits comprising the multiple 
units and .to prepare a conso.lidated report for the multiple 
unit. For two or more census farms to be· consol1da:t.ed into a 
multiple unit, 1t was necessary for at least one of the subunits 

. to repr,e,sent a cropper operation. If the, management coildi~ions 
fo,p a tehant appeared to be in much the same rel:..tionship to 
·the ''home farm" as those for a .cropper, the tenant operation was 
included as a part of the multfpl,e ·unit. Some crppper.s were no·t 
inc;tuci.ed in multiple units because no suph arrangement was evi­
de-nt. If it was evident th:.tt a cropper operated a unit which 
was not a part ot' a larger operating uni't, this cropper fann 
was consict.e•rod a single unit. If a landlord had more than one 
_cropper. apparently located, on separate units, each cropper unit · 
w;as considered a single operating unit. It is probable that 
some multiple units, as we"n as some subunits of other multiple 
uni~ts., wer.e om! t te<ll u,nder ttis procedure. 

This procedure resulted in the preparation of reports for 
37,827 ·multiple units not enumerated by Census enumerators. 
These conatructed muttiple units repre.sented 27 percent of all 

,, 'mul:ttt>le units included in the tabulations for this r.eport. The 
number o:r multiple units enumerate-d and construct eli i.s shown by 
S~ates in the following table: 

"A tenant· plantation iS'· a eon.tinuous tract .of land of considerable 
area under,the general· supervision. or control ·or a single individ­
ual or firm,all or a part of sach tract being divided into at least 
five .smaller tracts, wni.ch are' leased to tenants." 

.. Since each plantation contained a home farm, the multiple -­
unit inc.J;ucted six or more subunits. 'f!J. view of the definition 
used a.t that time there are :few, if any, comparisons that can be 
made with . the Qre sent report .• 

For the 1940 Census, a compilation of data 1 for plantations 
'(multiple-farm units) was made. The following definition of a 
plantation was used:· -
"A plantation (as here used) comprises a con.tf'nuous tract or olosely 

adjacent trae>ts of land on which five or more farm families (inclu­
.ding at· least one cropper or tenant family) are regularly employed, 
and which tracts are operated as a single working unit in respect 
to a central farm headquarters and to t.he control of labor, cropping 
systems, and farming operations. Thus, a plantation should include 
all the land worked--from a c,entral farm headquarters with croppers, 

. wage· labor, or the oper'ator•s family labor, plus any additional 
land, wor)!:ea. by share or other tenants, that may be part of the op­
eration of the unit or plantation as a whole.• 

The 1940 tabulations for plantations (multiple'-:rarm units) 
included mariy of tl).e items covered in the present study. In 
addition, statistical, tables were made .for such items as rental 
agreements, mortgages, taxes, and credit and su?plies furnished. 
Photostatic copies o:f the available, but unpublished, 1940 sta­
tistics for plantations may be obtained from the Bureau o:f the 
Census by paying the cost of -prep~ing a photostatic copy. 
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FIGURE 6 
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FIGURE 8 

NUMBER. OF MULTIPLE UNITS AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL OPERATING UNITS, * 
FOR SELECTED AREA, CENSUS OF 1945 
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FIGURE. 9 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF MULTIPLE UNITS BY ·NUMB~R 
OF SUBUNitS, FOR . SELECTED AREA - WESTERN PART, 

CENSUS OF 1945 
{TYPE -OF- FARMING AREA BASIS) 
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FIGURE-- 9-Continued 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION dF MULTIPLE _ UNITS BY NUMBER 
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FIGURE 10 

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945 
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CENSUS OF 1945 
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I=IGURE 13 
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FIGURE I~ 

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE:· 1945 ' 

CORN ACREAGE HARVESTED FOR ,PRAIN IN MULTIPLE UNITS AS A PERCENT QF TOTAL 
CORN ACREAGE HARVESTED. FOR GRAIN, FOR SELECTED AREA, CENSUS OF 1945 _ 

{TYPE-OF-FARMING AREA.BASIS) 
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COTTON ACREAGE HARVESTED IN MULTIPLE UNITS AS A PERCENT OF 
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MISSOURI 
NORTH CAROLINA -
SOWTH CAROLINA 
VIRGINIA 

32.8" 
52.1 
48.2 
48.4 
69.3 
44.4 
43.6 
.56.3 
27.4 
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FIGURE 16 

PEANlJT ACREAGE PICKED OR THRESHED IN MULTIPLE UNITS AS A PERCENT OF TOTAL 
PEANUT ACREAGE PICKED OR THRESHED. FOR ALABAMA, GEORGIA, NORTH CAROLINA, 

SOUTH CAROLINA, AND VIRGINIA. CENSUS OF 1945 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

(TYPE-OF-FARMING AREA BASIS) 

LEGEND 
PERCENT 

~UNDER 10 
~ 10. TO 24 
~ 25 TO 39 
-40 TO 54 
-55 AND OVER 

-·--"" 

PERCENT 
SPECIFIED STATES 52.1 

ALABAMA, ........ 41.4 
GEORGIA . . . . 60.4 
NORTH CAROLINA 54.9 
SOUTH CAROLINA .... 61.2 
VIRGINIA .......... .19.9 
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FIGURE 17 

•. 

\ 

TOBACCO ACREAGE HARVESTED IN MULTIPLE UNITS AS A PERCENT 
OF TOTAL TOBACCO ACREAGE HARVESTED, FOR GEORGIA, NORTH 

CAROUNA,- SOUTH CAROLINA, AND 'VIRGINIA, CENSUS OF 1945 
(TYPE-OF-FAR~ING AREA BASIS- TOBACCO BELT) 

/ 

LEGEND' 
PERCENT 

~.25 TO 39 
-40 TO 54 
-55 AND OVER 

PERCENT 

SPECIFIED STATES 45.7 
GEORGIA 46.7 
NORTH CAROLINA 44.9 
SOUTH CAROLINA 60.0 
VIRGINIA 32.7 
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