CHAPTER II— SIZE OF FARMS
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CHAPTER II—SIZE OF FARMS

Introduction.~—Statistics are given In this chapter on
the number of farms, land in farms, land uses, and value of
farms {land and bulldings), classified on the basis of the to-
tal land area 1n each farm. Farms, under the Census detini-
tion, include operations which are conducted on areas varying
in size from a few thousand square feet or less to hundreds of
thousands of acres. The small farms include such places as
village lots on which gardening, poultry-keeping, or other ac-
tivity, barely meet the minimum requirements to be classified
as farms. They also include highly speclalized agricultural
operations such as greenhouses, mushroom cellars, broiler
plants, and feed lots., Typlcal of the extremely large holdings
are stock ranches in the West and Southwest.

The statistics presented herein represent one approach for
measuring the relatlve importance and characteristics of farms
of var?ing siges. Other measures of the size of operations,
tor which data are presented in this volume, include: the num-
ver of farms arrayed according to the total value of gross farm
income (see chapter X, Value of Farm Products, and Type of
Farm); number of farms by acres of cropland harvested (includ-
ed in this chapter and in chapter I); number of farms by value
of tarm implements and machinery (see chapters I and VI); num-
ber of farms by ampunt of cash wages pald (see chapter V); and
number of farms by number of tractors (see chapter VI). Addi-
tional items have been classified, by size of farm, for a sam-
ple of the farms enumerated In the 1945 Census. These data are
included in a separate report.

The sizé-of-farm data shown In this chapter represent to-
tals for the United States, regions, divislons, and States. Over-
all totals tor the number, acreage, and value of farms, as of
the census date, and the farm acreage classified according to
use for the preceding calendar year are presented in chapter I.
Data for these items, by color and tenure of farm operator, are
presented in chapter III. This latter chapter also presents
similar statisties for farms of various siges in each color and
tenure class.

Statistics collected In the 1945 Census are given, for
counties, in volume I for number of farms, land in farms, crop-
land harvested, and value of farms (land and bulldings) classi-
fied by size of farm. This volume also presents comparable
data for 1940 for the number of farms. No data by size of
farm,_other than the average size of\rarm, are avalilable for
minor civil divisions (townships, precincts, etc.).

AVERAGE SIZE OF FARMS, FOR THE UNITED STATES:
1850 - 1945
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Size-of-farm classification.—The size classification
used in the 1945 Census tabulations takes 1intc account the
measurements commonly established by government land surveys.

-are made up of fractions

| tabulation of all land in farms, the more important

It avoids, to a great extent, bimodal distributions of acreages
within the established class intervals. This classification is
particularly appropriatée in those survey areas wherg the farms
or multiples o the government survey
section of 840 acres. Thus, In the preseat classirications,
tarms of 20, 40, 80, 120, 1860 acres, etc., tall at midpoints of
the class intervals. This classitication was introduced in
1935. A more detailed discussion ot this grouping, in compari-
son with the grouping used in prior censuses, together with an
analysis of data for representative survey and nonsurvey coun-
ties, is found in chapter II, volume III of the 195L Census of
Agriculture Reports.

The size classitication established in 19:b provided for 17
principal slze groups with a further division oi two of the
groups to provide exact comparisons with the classirications
used in prior censuses. Thus, the 1U-to-Z9-acre group was sub-
divided to show farms of 1V to 19 acres and 20 to 9 acres and
the 140-to-179-acre group was subdivided to show farms of 140
to 174 acres and 175 to 179 acres.

The use of. these subgroups was repeated in 1940, thus pro-
viding comparability with the old grouping for another census.
These subgroups were not used 1In the 1845 Census tabulations.
When 1930 and earller figures are presented 1in comparison with
the 194b data, the 1940 and 1945 rigures are shown tor both the
0ld and the new groupings.

In the 1935 classificatlon, the largest farms were tabulat-
ed in the group "10,000 acres and over." This group, although
representing less than 0.1 percent of the number of farms, ac-
comted for approximately 12 percent of the total land in
farms. To rrovide further information as to the range in size
of the large farms, the "10,000 and over" group was further
classified into seven subgroups in the 1945 Census tabulations.
A supplementary tabulatlon of the 1940 returns for farms of
10,000 acres and over, published for the Tirst time in the re-
ports of the 1945 Census, provides comparable data for that
year.

Table 1.—FARMS CLASSIFIRD BY ACRES OF INPROVED ILAND, FOR THE
UNITED STATES: 1870 AND 1860

STZE GROUP NUMBER OF FARMS
(Based on improved land) . -

1870 1860%
Tobalesusseesen e, .. 2,659,985 2,044,077

Under 3 acres..... Veriaases seeenaan rereensaass caveas 6,875 (%)
...... 172,021 54,676
294,607 162,178
847,614 616,558
....................... 754,221 608,878
565,054 487,041
15,873 20,319
1,000 and OVer«esceccvenraness 3,720 5,364

*Not available.

For 1880, tne classificaticn Ly acreage of dimproved land
t2ining 3 acres and more." The nwnver of farms in the v
1,955,014 which is 89,063 iess than the total numoer of furms.

Tabulations of farms classified on the basis of the total
land area in the farm have been made for each census beginning
with 1880. The classification used in 13880 consisted of elght
slze groups. Tabulations of farms by size were also made in
the Censuses of 1860 and 1870, but the classification was based
on the acres of "improved” land in the farm rather than on the
total acres. .Such a classification is not comparable with that
used In subsequent censuses. The United States figures for the
number of farms by size (based on improved land) are shown in
table 1 for 1850 and 1870.

For each census beginning with 1900, the size-of-farm
classirication has included, in addition to a count of tarms, a
classes of
land according to use, and the value of farms, with the excep-.
tion of the value of rarms for the 1935 Census. tor both thq
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF THE NUMBER OF FARMS, BY
SIZE, BY STATES: 1945
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1945 and 1940 Censuses, the entire land-use <classirication waus
tabulated by size of farm. A cross classification of farms by
size and tenure is available for 194%£, 1930,and 1925. In cen~
suses prior to 1945, slize-of-farm classifications have usually
included one or mores of such additional items as the value of
buildings, the value of the dwelling of the farm operator, the

*if their agricultural products for the

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945

value of implements and machlnery, the value of livestock, the
nunber of specified classes of 1livestock, and the number of
farms by type of farm. In this chapter statistlics for previous
censuses are ‘shown only for those items for which comparable
data were tabulated for all farms in the 1945 Census.

Definitions and explenations.—The definitions herein
are limited to those items for which statistics are presented.
Only a brier description is glven for each item. (For more
complete intormation, refer to chapter I and to the facsimlile
of the 1945 Farm and Ranch Schedule shown in the -Appendix to
‘this volume.) The explanations refer principally to the 1945
Census of Agriculture, but, in general, they are also appli-
cable to earlier censuses. Attention is called to significant
differences between one census and another.

A ferm, for Census purposes, is all the land on which some agri-
cultural operations are performed by one person, either by his own la-
bor alone or with the assistance of members of his household, or hired
employees. A farm may consist of two or more separate tracts not nec-
essarily adjacent. When a landowner has one or more tenants, renters,
croppers, or managers, the land operated by each is considered a farm.
Thus, on a plantation the land operated by each cropper, renter, or
tenant is a separate farm. Tracts of less than 3 acres are farms only
calendar year preceding the
census date were valued at $250 or more.

Zand in farms includes all land owned or leased by the farm opera-
tor, including considerable areas of land not acturlly under cultiva-
tion and some land not even used for pasture or grazing, but all such
land must heve been under the control of +the operator and must have
been considered & part of his farm. ILand grazed under permit is ex-
cluded, likewise any sizabdble tract of timberland or other nonagri-
cultural land held as & separate business and not used for pasture or
grazing.

Farm land, classified according to use In 1944, Includes—

Cropland hervested.—Iland from which orops were harvested
or from which hay was cut or land in orchards in 1944,

PERCENT OF ALL LAND IN FARMS REPRESENTED BY GROPLAND
HARVESTED, BY SIZE OF FARM, FOR THE U.S.: [945 AND 1940
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Crop failure.—ILand on which a1l crops
were & eomplete failure in 1944,

Cropland, idle or fallow.~~Cropland idle, in summer fallow,
or in soil improvement crops only in 1944,

Cropland used only for pasture.—ILand used only for pasture
or grazing in 1944 - that was plowed within past 7 years.

¥Woodland pastured.—All farm wood lots or timber tracts,
natural or pldnted, and cut-over land with young growth,
which had or would have value as wood or timber, which
were pastured or grazed in 1944, ’

Pasture other than cropland and woodland.

Woedland not pastured.-—All farm wood lots

" not pastured or grazed in 1944.

All other land.—Includes all wasteland, house

yards, feed lots, lanes, roads, ditches, eto.

(except orchards)

or timber tracts

yards, barn-

In addition to these eight classes of land, the tables also
present data for 1944 for four summary classifications, which
are somewhat overlapping, as follows:



SIZE OF FARMS

Total cropland.—Cropland harvested; crop failure; cropland,
idle or fallow; and cropland used only for pasture.

Land  used for erops.-—Cropland harvested and crop failure.

Total pasture.-—Cronland used only for pasture, woodland
pastured, and pasture other than cropland and woodland.

Potal woodland.—VWoodland pastured and woodland not pastured.

Table 2.—NUMBER OF FARMS UNDER 3 ACRES IN SIZE, PERCERT OF ALL
PARMS, XINIMUW VALUE OF PRODUCTS, AWD IFDEX NUMBERS OF PRICES
RECEIVED BY PARMERS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1880 TO 1945

[Figures for regions and States in table 16]

< Index numbers
PARAS Unﬂbg¥zé ACRES Mintmun of prices
YEAR value of received
products by farmers®
Number  Percent of |- (dollars) (August 1909-
all farns July 1914 =100)
98,966 1.7} 250 . 195
35,977 0.6 250 95
35,573 0.5 260 90
43,007 0.7 240 149
15,151 0.2 250 143
20,350 0.3 2250 215
18,033 0.3 2250 102
41,385 0.7 *) (%)
#) (*) 4500 (%)
2880.. 4,352 0.1 “500 ()

#Not available.

From "Agricultural Statistics, 1945," table 571, United States Department of
Agriculture. For 1910, the index mumber is for +that calendar year. For all other
years, each lndex number is for the calendar year preceding the census date. Serles
revised in 1944,

2n0r requirihg for its agricultural operations the continuous services of at
least one person,” -

o minimum limit used in the 1900 Census on value of products,"All agricultural
establishments with less than three acres Were reported as farms wWhenever their op—
oration or management required the constant services of at least one individual.

4Value of products sold.

(

Items for earlier censuses which are not strictly: compa-
rable with those shown for the 1945 Census are shown below:

Plowable pasture, for 1924 to 1939,includes land used only ‘for
pasture or grazing which could have been used for crops
without additional clearing, draining, or irrigating and
differs from cropland used only for pasture for 1944 in that
it inecludes land which may not have been plowed within 7 years
preceding the census date.

Pasture other than plowable and woodland, for 1924 to 1934,
differs from "pasture other than. cropland and woodland" for
1944 in the same absolute amount that'plowable pasture” dif-
fers from "eroplend used only for pasture." Data are not
available for 1939.

Land available for érops, for 1924 to 1939, ineludes cropland
harvested; erop failurejcropland,idle or fallowjand plowable
pasture.,

Improved land, for 1250 to 1920, in general, included lend
regularly +tilled or mowed, land in pesture thet had been
clearedor tilledyland lying fallow,lend in gardens,orchards,
vineyards, and nurseries, and land occupied by buildings,
yards, bernyards, etc.

Parms reporting.—The number of farms for which & specific
item was renorted. For examrle, of the 7,152 farms of 10,000 acres and
over in the United States in 1945, only 4,403 reported & crop of some
kind harvested im 1944, If enumerators obtained complete reports, the
remaining 2,749 farms in this size group harvested no crops in 1944.

Yalue of farms (land and buildings).—The market value of the
real estote pepresented in the farm. EBnumerrtors were asked to obtain
from the farm orerator his estimate of the current merket value of the
farm he wes operating.

Table 3.—NUMBER OF FARS UNDER 10 ACRES IN SIZE, WITH IAND IN
FAR'S, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1880 TO 1945

[Figures for regions and States in tables 12 and 18]

UNBER 10'Acm UNDER 3 ACRES 3 TO 9 ACRES
YEAR 3
Number L;::m:" Number Li‘.’;: min Number LE:;:’“ :
of farms - (acres) of farms (acres) of farms (acres) -
594,561 | 2,805,435|| 98,966 | 141,252 | 495,595 | 2,664,183
506,402 | 2,667,754(] 35,977, 50,946 | 470,425 | 2,616,808
70,831 |3,057,166( 35,573 51,269 | 535,258 | 3,005,897
358,504 | 1,908,370|| 43,007 61,338 | 315,497 | 1,847,032
578,555 | 2,096,610(/ 15,151 | _ 22,976 | 363,384 | 2,073,634
288,772 11,600,267 20,350 | 33,613 | 268,422 | 1,566,674
433,043 * 18,053 G 317,000 *
267,229 | 1,477,379(| 41,385 | 78,715 | 225,844 | 1,398,664
150,194 %) () (%) (3¢ (%
139,241 #) 4,352 () 134,889 ()

#Not -available.
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Comparability of data.—The statistics for farms in some
size~of-farm groups are atffected by Census definitions and pro-
cedures to an even greater extent than are the over-all totals.
(See discussion of "Comparabllity of data" in chapter I.) Of
particular significance are farms which were marginal in re-
spect to the minimum requirements under the Census definition of
a farm. For each census for which data have been tabulated by
size of farm, the definition has specified that places of less
than 3 acres were not to be enumerated as farms unless they met
certain criteria as to value of productes or, as in the 1910 Cen~
sus, labor requirement. The number of farms In this slze group
has varied greatly from census to census. Bowever, this group
has been relatively unimportant numerically. In 1945, al-
though more than twice as numerous as at any previous census,
farms.of less than 3 acres represented only 1.7 percent of the
total number of farms. Table 2 presents the number and propor-
tion of farms of under 3 acres for each census from 1880 to
1945 (except 1890, when farms of under 3 acres were not tabu-
lated separately) and the criteria used in each census for de-
termining the Inclusion of places as farms. Since the require-
ments generally included a minimum value of products, index
numbers of prices received by farmers, as published by the
United States Department of Agriculture, are Iincluded to show
that, as a result of changes in price level, there have beep
changes in the amount of produce required to meet the minimum
requirements for a farm even when there has been .no change in
the specified vaiue of products. The Index- numbers indicate
that operations qualifying as farms in the 1945 Census, with a
value of products at or near the minimum of $250, would not
have qualified as farms in any of* the earlier censuges except
that of 1920.° .

In addition to the effect of price level, the number of
farms with limited agricultural operatiohs was also -Influenced
in 1948 by war conditions which greatly encouraged small-sized
agricultural operations through the patriotic appeal for viec-
tory gardens and the obvious advantages, under a rationing sys-
tem, of producing foods for family use.

Although the minlmum requirements of a farm in respect to
the extent of the agricultural operations were specified only
tor farms of under 3 acres, they may have influenced, to some
extent, the enumeration of places of ¥ acres and over. Farms
with limited agricultural production are not limlted to those
of under 3 acres. This is 1indicated by the tabulations of
farms by total gross farm income (value of products sold or
used by farm households) which are presented in chapter X. In
1945, there were 45%,580 farms for which the gross products in
1944 ranged from $1 to $249 and, In addition, there were 98,873
farms for which no products were reported as sold or used by
the farm household. As there were only 98,966 farms under 3
acres in size, which number included many highly specialized
operatlions, such as greenhouses, nurserlies, mushroom cellars,
hatcheries, and the like, most of the low income farms must
have heen 3 acres or more In area. It is probable that a large
number of the farms having limited operations were wunder 10
acres 1In size, although many larger +tracts aiso had limited
agricultural operations. Table 3 presents United States totals
for the number of farms of under 1O acres, as reported for the
various census years, with separate totals for farms of under 3
acres and farms of 3 to 9 acres.

Changes in the procedure of enumerating Indian reservations
affected the statistics by sizgze of farm iIn a number of in-
stances, particularly in Arizona and New Mexico. In the 1945
Census, 1if land 1In an Indian reservation was used by the In-
dians on a cooperative basis, the entire acreage was reported
as a single farm, with no attempt made to segregate the Indi-
vidual operations. However, individual returns were obtalned
when the Indlans carried on their agricultural activitles as
independent operations. In previous censuses, as a general

rule, an attempt was made to obtain retums for each 1Indian
whose agricultural production was -sufficient to meet the mini-

mum requirements of a farm, with a reservation return to ac-

count for acreage used for agricultural purposes that was not
allotted or assigned to Indlans or not leased to others. Under
these circumstances, the returns for the individual Indlians
often represented a more or less arbitrary assignment of acre-
age, or the operations were reported with "no land owned or
leased." (See table 5.) Procedures varied from one reserva-
tion to another and results were not always comparable from one
census to another.
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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945

NUMBER OF FARMS, 1880 TO 1945, AND LAND IN FARMS, 1900 TO 1945, BY SIZE OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES
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NUMBER OF FARMS AND LAND IN FARMS FOR SELECTED SIZE - OF-FARM GROUPS,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: {880-~1945

UNDER 3 AGRES MILL1ONS OF FARMS
(o] 2

1945 |
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i/ 100 TO 174 AGRES FOR CENSUSES PRIOR TO 1935.
27175 TO 289 AGRES ‘FOR CENSUSES PRIOR TO 193§,

MILLIONS OF ACRES
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400
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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945

Table 4.—NUMPER, ACRWACE, AND VALUE OF FARMS WITH NUMBElK OF FARMS CLASSTFIED BY

[Data for mmber, total land, and value of farms relate to 1945 and for uses of

iNot available.

1Land used only for pasture which had been plowed within 7 years.
2Includes wasteland, house yards, barnyards, roads, ditches, etc.
3Cropland harvested; crop failure; cropland, idle or fallow- and cropland used only for pasture.

“Cropland harvested and crop failure

ased on all farms.
©0.05 percent or less.

ALL LAND IN FARMS CROPLAND HARVESTED cronland Croplend Pasture Woodland
Number Crop 3 dge or’ used only Hoodland other than not,
SIZE GROUP of Average Average failure Tallow for pastured | cropland and astured
. farms Acres ac reaie Farms Acres acreape (acres) (acres) pasture® (acres) woodland ?acres)
por enpm|| TEPOTting per fna;-nm {acres) (acres)
repo: g

1 United States, total.|5,859,169 | 1,141,615,364 194.8(| 5,363,490 | 352,865,765 65.8 | 10,297,172 | 40,082,105 | 47,449,184 | 95,075,246 | 461,016,668 [71,261,183

2 |Under 10 acres...... 594,561 2,805,435 a,7|| 413,129| 1,774,206 3.1 18,846 98,356 180,173 72,850 361,337 87,521 |
3 Under 3essvecee. 98,966 141,252 1.4 47,203 55,255 1.2 133 836 2,85‘7 2,587 5,158 388
4 3 40 Geesnssacrocnoees| 495,505 2,664,183 5.4{| 365,926 | 1,218,951 3.3 18,713 $7,720 177,316 70,265 376,178 67,133
S 1040 29u.iuiannnainneans] 945,608 15,864,332 17.8]| 831,751| 9,765,855 11,7 132,846 671,503 945,192 714,684 1,958,950 1,099,900
6 708,796 27,073,699 38.2]] 652,467 | 13,305,610 20,4 200,069 | 1,253,746 | 1,796,279 | 1,991,721 3,741,308 | 2,869,837
7 472, s 27,209,068 §7.6{ 444,000{ 11,808,561 26.% 187,811} 1,368,500 | 1,966,594 | 2,196,749 4,200,602 | 3,792,317
8 684,905 55,996,749 81.8|} 653,287 | 24,055,867 36,8 427,079 | 2,393,572 | 4,752,297 | 5,347,910 9,345,201 | 6,794,068
9 633,851 73,069,894 115.3]] 611,503 | 30,852,986 50.5 557,855| 2,876,616 | 5,486,727 | 7,259,502 | 12,528,373 9,397,913
10 565,958 89,504,959 157,8{ 549,085 | 42,411,205 77,2 ] 1,011,474 | 2,780,627 | 5,981,234 | 8,061,875 | 16,025,215 | 8,185,570
11 282,839 55,799,959 197.3|] 275,370 | 24,761,997 89.9 564,518 | 1,754,756 | 3,823,808 | 5,678,379 | 10,194,878 6,245,316
12 210,376 *50,002,066 237,7]] 206,103 | 24,265,057 17,7 674, 1598 1,429,001 | 3,128,557 | 4,496,129 9,112,272 | 4,377,282
13 260 40 4994.sinvanennans| 473,184 164,647,588 348.0 460,876 | 76,209,472 165.4 | 2,633,681 5,977,499 | 8,545,830 | 14,008,599 36,086,895 15,262,116
14 260 t0 37% . 4averanns.| 331,727 | 103,066,905 310,7|| 323,278 48,263,519 149.3 | 1,595,675 | 3,406,560 | 5,691,605 | 9,025,190] £1.452.881 | 8,631,408
15 380 t0 4994.0.aenas...] 141,457 61,580,683 435.3(| 137,598 | 27,945,953 203,1| 1,038,006 | 2,570,839 | 2,854,225 | 4,985,409 | 14,564,014 | 4,530,708
16 [500 40 999.avnrnncieneoas| 173,777 118,835,657 683,8 166,312 | 46,307,792 78,4 | 1,860,763 6,502,708 | 4,478,910 | 9,271,408 37,545,368 | 7,781,598
17 500 £0 69944.eersnarss| 105,515 62,275,299 590.2(/ 100,988 | 25,426,137 251.8 978,207 | 3,089,716 | 2,559,224 | 5,055,642 | 18,054,766 | 4,440,085
18 700 $0 89%..caviecnnrae 88,262 56,560,358 828.6 85,324 | 20,881,655 319.7 881,556 | 3,462,992 ) 1,920,686 | 4,215,767 19,490,802 | 3,341,843
19 {1,000 and OVeTs.eessseoas| 112,898 [ 460,005,958 | 4,074.5 99,607 | 47,849,357 480.4 | 2,027,951 | 12,975,221 | 6,862,583 | 35,975,439 | 339,787,269 | 7,371,553
20 1,000 to 4,999, ...] 98,733 | 181,93C,026 | 1,880,7 88,328 | 39,219,246 444,90 | 1,749,871 10,638,612 | 4,594,163 | 13,841,914 | 101,258,195 5,986,147
21 5,000 and over........| 16,166 | 278,975,952 |17,201.3 11,279 | 8,630,111 765.1 278,060 | 2,336,608 | 2,268,420 | 22,133,525 | . 238,549,094 | 1,305,406
22 5,000 to 9,999.....] 9,014 61,663,236 | 6,340.8 6,876 | 4,364,640 654.8 168, 115 1,285,003 |  B94,201 | 4,144,322 | 49,354,338 765,978
23 10,000 and over....| 7,152 | 216,412,696 | 30,259.0 4,403 | 4,265,471 968.8 109,945 | 1,051,608 | 1,574,219 | 17,989,203 | 189,194,756 | 619,428
24 10,000 to 19,999 4,309 58,817,343 | 13,649.9 2,763 | 2,168,909 785.0 69,100 579,241 591,480 | 3,705,00L{ 50,873,529 352,863
25 20,000 to 29,999 1,232 29,431,922 | 23,889,5 748 789,502 | 1,055.F .17,388 153,341 205,130 | 1,631,555 | 26,198,856 155,339
26 30,000 to. 39,999 549 18,756,800 | 34,165.4 298 350,541 | 1,176.3 7,290 69,027 103,798 | 1,316,657 | 16,574,890 12,895
27 40,000 to 49,999 297 13,181,208 | 44,361.2 184 198,453 | 1,078.5 2,408 53,578 105,045 | 1,054,941 | 11,855,819 . 17,048
28 50,000 to 74,999 362 21,799,650 | 60,220,0 187 335,075 | 1,791.8 5,064 111,395 190,311 942,950 | 19,924,126 58,830
29 75,000 to 99,999 141 11,947,336 | 84,732,7 76 115,148 | 1,515.1 2,549 38,751 121,477 856,932 | 11,016,325 9,350
30 100,000 and over 262 62,478,457 R38,467.4 147 307,843 | 2,094.2 6,146 48,273 56,978 | 8,803,187 | 52,851,211 13,083

PERCENTAGE OF ALL LARD IN FARMS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Pasture !

Crop~ Crop— - Woods i

SIZE GROUP Crop—- other Lend AL - Croo- |

land Crop ig;d’ lang Woodland ‘than 12“3 i}]l Total used To{h’il ;1"01;3_1. N\ug?er land Cropland Crop langd, !

har~ | failure o \]:..se P pagtured | cropland no ‘l) o 1 STODZ | for pas: l° e in harvested | failure | idle or:
vested I‘a;i only o:{ angd pas- and” | land erops® bure an arms farig - fallow

oW | pasture woodland tured | B

1 United States,totel. 30.9 0.8 3.5 4.2 8.3 42.1 8.2 3,81 39.5 31,8| 54.6| 14.8| 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,06 | 100.0

2 jUnder 10 BCI'@Sseceeascsssf 45.4 0.7 3.5 6.4 2.8 13.6 3.1} 24.7 | 88,0 46,11 22.6 5.7 10,1 6,2 Ou4 0.2 6.2 .

3 Under 3veceecese. 39,1 0.1 0.5 2.0 1.8 3,7 0.3 | 52.6 | 41,7 39,2 7.5 2.1 1.7 ) *) (%) *) :
4 3 to ... .o 45.8 0.7 3.7 6.7 .5 4.1 3.3 | 23.2 | 56,8 46,5 23.4 5.9 8.5 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2
511020 29 ceesveveccennaas] 57.9 0.8 4.0 5.6 4.2 1.6 8.5 8,3 | 68.3 58,7 | 2L.5{ 0.8 2B.1 1.5 2.8 1.3 1.7
6]30 t0 49.0cvcscncnnncases  49.1 0.7 4.8 6.6 7.4 15.8 | 10.6 7.1 8L.1 49,91 27.8) 18.0 12,1 2.4 3.8 1.9 3.1
7150 40 68urcnnncsacreensast 43,4 C.7 5.0 7.2 8.1 15.5 | 13,9 8.2 | 56.3 44.1] 30.8( 22.0 8,1 2.4 3.3 1.8 3.4
8170 0 99¢cvvencrnnnan J 43.0 .8 4.3 7.8 9.6 16,7 | 12,1 6.0 | 55.8 43.7 | 33.8] 2L.7 11.7 4,9 6.8 4.1 6.0
91100 50 13%usenenrncecesss) 42.2 0.8 3.9 . 7.5 8.8 17.3 § 12.9 5.5.1 54.4 43,0 34,7{ 22.8( 10.8 8.4 8.7 | 5.4 7.2
10| 140 ¢o 47,5 1.1 3.1 8.7 8.0 17.9 9.2 5.4 58,4 48,6 33.7 | 18.2 9,7 7.8 12,0 9.8 6.9
11} 180 to 44.4 1.0 3.1 6.9 10.2 18.3 | 1l.2 5.0 55,4 45,4 35.3) 2IL.4 4.8 4,9 7,0 5.5 4.4
12| 220 to 48.5 1.3 2.9 6.3 9.9 18.2 8.8 5.0} 59.0 49.91 33,5 17.7 3.6 4.4 6.8 6.6 3.6
13| 260 t0 499 0cencncenaaess 46.3 1.6 3.6 5.2 8.5 21.9 8,1 4.8 | 56.7 47,9{ 35.67 16.6 8.1 14.4 21l.6 25.6 14.9

14 260 40 378+, c000evann.] 46,8 1.5 3.3, 5.5 8.8 20.8 8.4 4,8 | 57.2 48.41 35.1| 17.1 5.7 8.0 13,7 15.5 8.5 |
15 380 40 49940.cvannansal 4544 1.7 4.2 4.6 . 8.1 23.7 7.5 4.8 | 55.9 47.1| .36.5{ 15.6 2.4 5.4 7.9 10,1 Be4
18| 500 to 39.0 1.5 5.5 3.8 7.8 31.8 8.5 4,31 49.8 40.5| 43.2| l4.4 3.0 10.4 13.1 18.1 16.2
17 500 #40.8 1.6 4.9 4.1 8.1 29.0 7.1 4.4 ] 51,4 42.4| 41.2) 15.2 1.8 5.5 7.2 9.5 7.6
18 700 t0 999 ..c.vennnsf 36,9 1.6 6.1 3.4 7.5 34.5 5.8 4,2 | 48,0 38.5| 45.3] 13.4 1.2 5.0 5.9 8.6 8.6
19 11,000 and oversi.....evesel 1044 0.4 2.8 1.5 7.8 73.9 1.6 1,68} 15.2 10.8} 83.2 9.4 1.8 40,3 13,6 19.7 32.4
20 i, 000 0 4,999,...00.00l 21,6 1.0 5.8 2.5 7.5 55.€ 3.3 - 2.6/ 30,9 22.51 65.8] 10.9 1.7 15,9 11,1 17.0 26.5
21 5 000 and over.. 3.1 0.1 0.8 c.8 8.0 85.8 0.5 0.9 4.9 3.2 $4.6 8.5 0.3 24.4 2.4 2.7 5.8
22 5,000 to 9,999%,.... 7.1 0.3 2,1 1.5 8.7 80.0 1.2 1.1] 10.9 7.4 88.2 8.0 0.2 5.4 1.2 1.6 3.4
23 10,000 and OVeraees 2.0 0.1 0.5 C.6 8.3 87.4 0.3 0,8 3.1 2.0 96.4 8.6 0.1 19.0 1.2 1.1 2.6
24 10,000 to 18,999 3.7 0.1 1.0 1.0 6.3 86.5 0.6 0.8 5.8 3.8 93.8 8.9 1 0.1 S.2 0.6 0,7 L4
25 20,000 to 29,999 2.7 0.1 0.5 0.7 5.5 89.0 0.5 1.0 4.0 2.7 | 95.3 61| (%) 2.6 0.2 0.2 O.4
26 30,000 to 39,999 1.9 () 0.4 0.6 7,0 88,9 0.1 1.2 2.8 1,91 96.5 7.1] (%) 1.8 0,1 0.1 0.2
27 40,000 to 49,99% 1.5 (¢} [N 0.8 7.9 8.4 0.1 0.8 2.7 15| 97.1| 8.0| (&) 1.2 c.1| (%) Gl
28 50,000 to 74,999 1.5 (%) 0.5 0.9 4.3 9l.4 0.3 1.1 2,9 1.6 96.6| 4.6 (%) 1.9 0.1 [80] 0.3
28 75,000 to 99,999 1,0 (%) 0.3 1.0 4.7 92,21 0.1 0.7 2,31 L0| 97.9 4.7( (%) 1.0 ®) (®) 0.1
30 100,000 and overy 0.5 () Q.1 0.1 14,1 84.61 (%) 0.6 0.7 0.5 98.81 14,1 (‘S) 5.5 0.1 ‘0.1 0.1



SIZE OF FARMS

ACRES OF CROPLAND HARVESTED; BY SIZE OF FARM; FOR THE UNITED STATES: CENSUS OF 1946

land to 1944. Figures for regions, divisions, and States in tables 12,14, and 15)
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TOTAL CROPLAND® _ LAND VUSED FOR CROPS* TOTAL PASTURE (Ub"rﬂﬁm%ﬁfm)
All other . Iy Total
land? " Average Average - Average w?odlam)i Anount average (dollars)
(acres) Farms acreage acreage Farms acreage acres
reporting Acres per farm Acres per fgms reporting Acres per farm (dollars) Per farm | Per acre
reporting reporting reporting
43,568,041(] 5,567,818 | 450,694,226 84.0|| 363,162,957 62,0(| 4,434,866 | 623,541,098 . 140,61 166,336,429 46,388,925,560 7,917 40,63 | 1
692,146 457,993 | 1,571,581 3.8/ 1,293,052 2.2 215,756 634,360 2.9 160,371 1,717,760,023 2,889 { 612.30 [ 2
74,237 49,744 | 58,881 1,2 . 55,368 0.6 7,850 10,603 1.4 2,975 287,917,284 2,909 | 2,038.32 | 3
617,909 408,249 | 1,512,700 4.1)| 1,237,664 2.5 207,906 623,757 3.0 157,396 1,429,842,739 2,885 | 536.69 | 4
. 1,575,402 884,074 | 11,515,396 13.8|| 9,898,701 10.5 440,714 | 3,618,826 8.2| 1,814,584 2,756,083,916 2,915 | 163.43 | 5
1,917,129 682,953 | 16,553,704 25.4|| 13,503,679 19.1 490,554 [ 7,529,308 15.3{ 4,861,558 2,321,623,372 3,275 85.75 | 6
1,679,134|| 460,179 | 15,331,266 34.5(| 11,996,172 25,4 380,199 | 8,372,945 22,0/ 5,989,066 1,919,184,363 4,062 70,53 | 7
3,380,963 671,778 | 31,128,615 47,6 24,482,746 35.7 605,504 | 18,945,408 31.2|| 12,141,970 3,628,349,814 5,298 64.80 | 8
4,010,122 624,822 | 39,773,984 65.0|| 31,420,641 49,6 580,502 | 25,374,602 43.7|| 16,657,415| 4,352,513,614 €,867 59.57 | 9
4,849,659, 558,346 | 52,184,540 . 95,0 43,422,679 76,7 528,288 | 30,068,324 56.9|l 16,245,545, 5,476,327,624 9,676 61.32.]10
2,778,307 279,692 | 30,905,079 112,2{] 25,326,515 89,5 267,564 | 19,697,085 73.6| 11,921,695| 3,263,383,513 11,538 58.48 |11
2,519,069 208,465 29,497,314 143.1)| 24,939,756 118.5 200,045 | 16,736,958 83.7|| 8,873,411| 3,076,056,105 14,622 61,52 |12
7,923,496, 467,090 | 93,366,482 202.6|| 78,843,153 166.6 450,383 | 58,641,324 130,2|| 27,270,715 8,148,160,820 17,220 49,45 (13
4,991,967 327,585'| 58,957,459 182.4] 49,859,194 150.3 315,566 | 36,177,676 114.6| 17,654,598| 5,418,974,553 16,336 52,58 {14
2,951,529, 139,505 | 34,409,023 250,1|| 28,983,959 204.9 134,817 [ 22,463,648 166.6{ 9,616,117| 2,729,186,267 19,293 44,32 (15
5,086,009 169,445 | 59,151,173 355,7|| 48,168,555 277.2 165,754 | 51,296,687 309,5(] 17,053,107| 3,996,118,190 22,996 33.63 |16
2,720,552 162,877 { 32,004,284 316,91 26,405,344 250,3 100,503 | 25,669,632 255.4|) 9,495,697 2,285,238,587 21,658 36,70 |17
2,365,457 66,568 | 27,146,889 415.6)| 21,763,211 318.8 65,251 | 25,627,055 392.7|| 7,557,410| 1,710,879,603 25,063 30.25 {18
7,156,605 102,961 | 69,715,082 +699,9|| 49,877,288 4418 109,623 | 382,625,201 3,490.4] 43,346,992| 5,733,364,406 50,783 12,46 |19
4,661,898/ 91,049 | 56,201,892 636,3|| 40,969,117 '423,5 95,585 | 119,674,252 1,278.8|| 19,828,061 3,681,091,877 38,054 20.23 [ 20
2,494,707 11,932 | 13,513,200 1,198.1f 8,908,171 551.0 16,038 | 262,951,039 16,395.5) 23,518,931| 2,052,272,529 | 126,950 7.38 | 21
686,639 7,34 | 6,711,959 976,1) 4,532,755 | 502,¢ 8,021 | 54,392,861 6,097,2|| 4,910,300 698,361,635 77,475 11.33 | 22
1,808,068 4,698 | 6,801,241 1,544,7|| 4,375,416 611.8 7,117 | 208,558,178 29,304,2{ 18,608,631 1,353,910,804 | 189,305 6.26 | 23
479,220 2,945 | 3,408,730 1,233.7|| 2,238,009 519.4 4,282 55,168,0L0 12,6883.7| 4,055,864 501,354,987 | 116,351 8.52 | 24
280,791, 794 | 1,165,361 1,558, 0] 806,890 654,9 1,227 | 28,035,541 22,8489l 1,786,914 222,861,549 | 180,510 7.57 | 25
221,702| 323 530,656 1,780,7 357,831 651.8 548 | 18,005,345 33,020.7{| 1,329,552 132,188,039 | 240,781 7.05 | 26
113,916 194 359,484 1,953,7, 200,861 676.3 206 [ 12,795,805 43,229,1(| 1,051,989 75,254,446 | 253,382 5.71 | 27
231,899 205 641,845 3,432.3 340,139 939.6 361 | 21,057,387 58,330.7 ,001,780 129,827,959 | 358,641 5.96'| 28
86,804 83 277,925 3,656.9) 117,697 834.7 141 | 11,604,714 82,9412 566,262 54,113,656 | 383,785 4.53 | 29
393,736 1541 417,240 .2,838.4 313,989 1,198.4 262 | 61,711,376 235,539.6| 8,616,270 238,289,358 | 909,501 3.8 |30
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION—Continued FARMS REPORTING CROPLAND BARVESTED, BY ACRES HARVESTED
Pasture

Cropland other P Land 1,000

woed  |Woodland | ihen |Woodland | ALY fotal | (P00 | pois | popay | Velue of | o .o o 10 20 t30 50 100 200 500 07

only for | pastured | cropland not ctheg orop; for pasture | woodland land and | acres to 19 to 29 o 49 t0 99 |to 199 |to 499 [to 999 and

gtured {land® | land p buildings acres acres acres acres acres acres | &acres
| pasture* and pasture ciops’ . g e
'woodland

100,0 100,0 200, 0. 100.0 {200,0 {100.0{100.0 | 100.,0.  100.0 100,0 |1,072,945 | 852,015 | 680,203 | 824,712 | 920,295 | 646,136 | 310,545 |46,772 (9,867 [ 1
0,4 0.1 0.1 | 01| 1.6{ 03| 0.4 0.1 0.1 3.7 | 413,129 — 2
%) (%) (®) *) 0.2 (8) | (%) (®) ®) 0.6 (%) — 3
0.4 0.1 | 0.1 01| 1.4| 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 3.1 (#) | ——— | ———e | ——m —— 4
2.0 0.8 0.4 1.5 3.6 | 2.6( 2.7 0.8 1.1 6.9 | 330,866 | 367,394 | 133,491 — | 5
3.8 2.1 0.8 4.0 4.4 3,70 3.7 1.2 2.9 5.0 | 132,091 | 173,321 | 180,010 | 167,045 | 6
4.1 C 2.3 0.9 5.5 1 3.9 3.4| 3.3 1.3 3.6 4.1 65,320 | 95,529 | 100,432 | 138,363 | 44,356 | - | —memme | [ | 7
9.0 | 5.6 1.9 9.5 7.e| 60| 6.7 3.0 7.3 7.8 57,107 | 93,444 | 109,519 [ 201,323 {191,804 | ———— | —— ||| 8
1.6 7.6 2.6 13.2| 9.2 8.8| 8.6 4.1 10,0 9.4 35,460 | 59,989 | 75,715 | 143,894 | 261,132 | 35,313 |~ [emem |——em | 9
12,6 8.5 3.3 1.5 | 11| 11.6| 12.0( 4.8 9.8 1.8 17,051 | 28,836 | 37,287 | 79,021 | 195,775 [191,115 | ~—-— [~ |-e— |20
-3 8.0 2.1 8.8.| 6.4| 6.2] 7.0 3.2 7.2 7.0 7,670 | 12,639 | 16,637 | 35,811 | 82,010 [119,263 | 1,340 [—v |-— |11
6.6 4.7 1.9 6.1 | 5.8 6.5 6.9 2.7 5.3 6.6 3,608 5,925 8,159 | 18,2035 | 46,205 | 103,490 | 20,515 [——nn [—— | 12
18,0 14,7 | 7.5 18,6 | 18.2 | 20,7 21.7 9.4 16,4 17.6 6,990 | 10,556 | 13,865 | 30,095 | 73,285 151,870 | 174,215 [~ |—— | 13
12,0 9.5 4.5 12,1 | 1.5 | 13.2| 13.7 5.8 . 10,6 10,7 (%) (%) () () *) (%) ¥) | e [ 24
6.0 5.2 3.0 6.5 67| 7.6 8.0 3.6 5.8, 5.9 () (*) (*) () (%) () #) |——— |- {15
9.4 9.8 7.8 20,9 31.7 | 13,1] 13.3 8.2 10.3 8.6 2,302 | 2,946 | 3,369 | 7,352 16,836 | 30,185 | 82,265 21,057 [~—- |16
Se& 5.3 3.8 6.2 6.2 7.1] 7.3 4.1 5.7 4.9 (*) (=) (*) (*) *) (%) #) (*) |—— |17
4.0 4.4 4.1 4.7] 5.4 6.0{ 6.0 4.1 4.5 3.7 () (%) (%) (%) (s) () ) | () |——18
14,5 37,8 70.6 10,3 [ 16.4 | 15.5| 13.7 61,4 26.1 12,4 1,351 | '1,438| 1,739| 3,605 | 6,802 | 14,900 32,210(25,715 /9,867 |19
9,7 14.6 21,0 8.41 10,7 | 12,5} 1.3 19,2 1.9 7.9 (%) * (%) (%) (*g () (%) ) |(x) 120
4.8 23,3 49,6 L9| 57| 3.0 2.5 42.2 4.1 4.4 (%) (%) () (%) (% (%) () [ (#) {(») |2
1.9 4.4 | 20,3 L1| 2.6] 1.5] 1.2 8.7 3.0 1.5 (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) () (%) (%) |(#) |22
2.9 18.9 39.3 0,9 40| 1.5] 1,2 33.4 1.2 2.9 (%) () (%) (%) (%) () (= (%) |(x) |23
1.2 3.9 10,6 0.5 Ll| 0.8] 0.6 8.8 2.4 "Ll (%) () () () (%) () (*g () (%) |24
0.4 1.7 5.4 - 0.2 0.6 63| 0.2 4.5 L1 0.5 (%) () (x) (%) () () () | (=) (%) 25
.02 L4 351 (%) 0.8 ] 0] 0 2.9 0.8 0,3 | (%) (*g (*) (%) (%) (*) @) | (&) |(x) |26
0.2 1,1 2.4 (5) 0.3 0.1 0, 2.1 0.8 0.2 () (x () (%) (%) () () | (=) |(x) |27
0.4 1.0 4.1 0.1 0.5] 0s1f 0.1 3.4 0.6 0.3 () (*) (%) (%) (%) (%) ) (=) |(») 28
0.3 0.8 2.3 (%) 0.2 01| (%) 1.9 0.3 Col (%) (=) (%) (%) (%) (*; (*) (=) {(%) 29
0.1 9.3 .ol (%) 0.9 01| e.2 X 5.3 0.5 (%) (%) (%) (%) () (* (= | () [(® (30
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Comparablility, especially for .the larger farms, has been
affected by changes in the administration and management of
range lands which have brought under the control of individual
operators Iincreasing acreages of grazing lands which were for-
merly open range. Much of the 60,509,808 acre increase between
1940 and 1945 in land In farms "in the West may represent such
land. Nearly all of this increase (58,864,226 acres) occurred
in farms of 10,000 acres and over. Individual returns for the
two years indicate that additional acreages of grazing land are
being leased from the Federal Government, from the varlous
States, and from railroads, o1l companies, lumber companles,
cattle and land companies, etc.

Statistics by size of farm were alsc affected by the some-
what more rigid procedure followed 1in 1945 to exclude large
tracts of nonagricultural lahds from the Census reports; by
lack of uniformity in the enumeration of cltrus groves, pecan
orchards, and other colleétively developed operations because
of difficulty in determining whether each ownership tract rep-
resented a farm or whether many tracts under one management
represented a farm; and by the procedure followed in enumer-
ating farms with acreage in two or more counties whereby the
entire acreage was credited to one county. This procedure for
enumerating cross~-line acreage particularly affected statistics
by counties. Thus, In 1945, but not 1in earlier censuses, a
number of cropper and tenant farms were credited to the county
in which the multiple~unit headquarters was located rather
than to the county where these small cropper and tenant tracts
were located. Some of the increases in the number of large
farms may have resulted from emphasis in 1945 on the enumer-
ation of large farms. This emphasis tended to secure over-all
returns for operations which previously may have been returned
separately. (See chapter I for a more complete discussion of
comparabllity of data.) :

Presentation of the statistics.—The statistics are
presented to provide an over-all picture for the United States,
followed by information for different sections
and the several States. The data are arranged to facllitate
comparison of one section, or one State, with another. Aver-
ages, percentages, and other derived data are provided as ailds
in interpreting the statistics. Some of the derived data do
not appear in the tables that carry the base figures. Compa-
rable data from earlier censuses provide a measure ot changes
that have occurred from census to census. Data for earlier
years are restricted to items classified by size in the 1945
census, except for certain specifled classes of farm land not
strictly comparable with the 1945 classification. All such
comparative data are shown for the United States. Only his-
torical data for selected census years or for selected items
are shown by States.

The tabular presentation of the data consists of 16 tables.
Tables 1 to 10, inclusive, present summary data for the contl-
nental United States, and tables 11 to 18 present data by re-
gions or divisions and States. In the divislon and State
tables, the States are arranged in geographic order to facili-
tate comparisons among States In the same general area. An
outline map showing the States and the geographic divisions and
regions for which totals are shown appears iIn the Introduction
to this volume.

Some of the tables provide for ready comparison of.the 1945
Census data for selected items while others bring together fig-
ures for several censuses. Thus, the same data may bse found in
several tables, depending upon the objective of the partlcular
table. In general, the United States, or summary, tables per-
mit the bringing together of more related data and the showing
of more historical and derived data than is practicable in the
division and State tablés.

Summary table 5 presents, by States, a count of agricul-

tural operations for which no land was reported as owned or
leased. In the other tables, this "O" acre group of farms is
included in the size group "under 3 acres." These "O" acre

farms consist for the most part of operations limited to live-
stock on open range: although they also Include some aplaries
or bee frarms. Operations requiring only 1limited areas for
buildings only, such as greenhouses or hatcheries, when covering
less than 1 acre, were always glven a nominal acreage of "1".
Enumerators were Instructed to iInclude agricultural opera-
tions similar to those of 4-H Club members and hired help

of the country .

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945

Table S.~~NUMBER OF FARMS WITH NO LAND OWNED OR LEASED, BY STATES:2
1945 AND 1940

(Number of farms with no land owned or leased included in the "under 3 acres"
size group in all tables]

NUMBER OF FARMS NUMBER OF FARMS
STATE STATE .
’ 1945 1940 1945 1940

United States.....| 268 489 || Nevada.oivvsevesssreed 52 26

1| New Mexico.......uu.d 24 11

AlabemBe e cornosareas 1 | —--—-~- || North Carolina....... —————— [
Arizona.. . 82 257 || North Dakota........d 1 5
Arkansas... ————— 4 || Oklahomae.vesssonssed ———— 7
California. 39 10 [| Oregonee.u.s iosensesd 6 9
Colorado... 4 8 || South Dakot&........d 3 5
Florida. 1 10 §] TeXas..coeuvaaanaansd 10 18
Idahos.es.» 9 47 | Ubaheeseneeriennaeas) 6 16
Louisiana. . o 3 9 |} Washington..ee.ueeney =mmmmmum 2
Montan@eseseensssons ? 8 il Wyomingeseesesooso.sd 20 31

in the return for the farm on which the operations were con-
ducted. The number of farms with no land owned or 1leased
amounted to only 288 in 1945 and 489 in 1940. The difference
in the method of enumerating Indian reservations accounted for
most of the decrease. In 1940 there were 257 Indian operations
in Arizona reported as having no land owned or leased. In 1945
most of such operations were 1ncluded iIn reservation returns
for cooperative groups. Prior to 1940, farms with no land
owned or leased were given a nomlnal acreage of "1" and were
included in the size group "under 3 acres."

Supplementing the tabular presentation,there is a series of

.elght dot maps which show the geographic distribution of farms of

various sizes. These maps were prepared on a county-unit bda-
s5is. Cross-hatch maps, also prepared on a county-unit basis,
show the geographic variation in the average size of rarms and
a distribution of the number of farms of less than 80 acres as
a percent of all farms. A number of bar charts present, for
the Unitec States as a whole, a graphic picture of the histori-
cal changes in the number of farms and 1land in farms by size
of farm. Another chart shows the percent distribution of the
number of farms in various size groups by States.

Changes in size of farms.—The outstanding changes In
size of farms shown by the 1945 Census of Agriculture were:
(1) a large increase in the number of very small farms repre-
senting, for the most part, very limited agriculture operations
with production primarily for home use, (2) a consolldation of
small family-sized farms into somewhat larger operating units
which permitted greater and more efficient use of machinery and
manpower, and (3) increases in the rumber and in the size of
operations of large commercial farms. X

The foremost change 1In size of farms was the increase of
88,159, or 17.4 percent, In the number of farms of wunder 10
acres. This change, for the most part, represents places or
operations included ror the rirst time in a census of agricul-
ture rather than a reduction in the size of operations. Many
of these operations qualified as farms, under the Census defi-
nition, only as a resuit of a higher price level. These rfarums,
in general, represent operations which supplement other sources
of 1ivelihood. A part of this increase represents the continu-
ation of a trend, noticeable Lq previous censuses, toward part-
time farming operations.

' The increase in the number of farms of under 10 acres was
noticeable in all areas. However, the greatest increases oc-
curred in the Southern States. Of the total net Increase for
the United States, 85.9 percent was in the South., i

The farms representing this iarge numerical increase added
relatively 1little to the total agricultural production. De~
spite the 1increase in number, there was .a decrease in total
cropland harvested for farms of this size group.

Some of the increases In the number of small farms occurred
in cash-crop areas, particularly the tobacco areas, because of
crop-sharing arrangements offered as an inducement to keep
labor on the farm. Thus, in the Carolinas, farws of under 10
acres increased by £2.7 percent. In this area there were also
increases in the number of farms in all size-groups up to and
including the 30 to 49 group. .

Another factor which tended to increase the number of
farms, especially in the smaller " size groups, was wartime con-
ditions which encouraged the re-entry into production of farms
wnich were previously idle. In the New England States, there
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Table 6.—FARMS OF 10,000 ACRES AND OVER—NUMBER, ACREAGE, AND VALUE, FOR THE UNITED STATES: CENSUSES OF 1945 AND 1940

[Figures for divisions and States in table 13]

NUMEER OF FaRMS|  °L %§g§5;§ Faus LAND IN FARUS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO USE
Crop failure Cropland, idle or Cropland
SIZE GROUP Cropland harvested (acres) s l‘allow,(acres) used only | Plowable
for pasture,
le4s | 1940 1945 140 Farms repérbing‘. Acres pasture ,* 1939
1%44 | 1939 1944 1939 1944 (acres)
1944 1939 1944 1939 ‘(acres)

10,000 acres and over, total.. 7,152| 5,471 | 216,412,696 | 149,074,001 | 4,403 | 3,203 | 4,265,471 | 2,563,290 | 209,945 | 221,724 | 1,051,606 | 795,271 | 1,574,219 | 5,772,733
10,000 $0 19,999 .sususenrnd 4,309 | 3,345 | 68,817,343 | 45,420,706 | 2,763 | 2,065 | 2,168,909 | 1,353,172 | 69,100 136,928 | 579,241| 479,698 | 591,480| 2,667,250
20,000 o 29,999,.... ] 1232 oes| 29)a31j022 | 22,102,856 | 748 | 516| 789,502 | 440,835 | 17,388 | 22,416 | 183,341 133,465 | 205,130 | 1,152,232
30,000 to 39,998, .... 549| 437 | 18,756,800 | 14,785,854 | 298 | 252| 350,541 | 259,125| 7,290| 25,331 | ° 69,027| 73,191| 105,798 | 621,429
40,000 to 49,999, .. 207| 211 15,181,208 | 9,378,444 | 184 99| 198,455 | 94,507 | 2,408| 3,660| 55,578 | 20,364 105,045 | 377,579
50,000 o 74,999, 362 | 285 | 21,799,650 | 16,045,636 | 187 | 153| 335,075 | 1se,958| 5,064 | 11,799 | 111,395 58,121| 190,311{ 448,019
75,000 to 99,999, ] o1a1|  ms| 11,047,316 9,776,067 76 60| 115,48 75,576 2,549| 3,020] 38,751 8,154 | 121,477 | 236,107
100,000 and over........... 262| 152 | 62,478,457 | 30,716,838 | 147 78| 307,843 | 180,017 6,146| 8,559| 46,273| 13,278|  56,978| 288,317

* %
JAND T¥ FARMS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO USE—Gontimued VALUE OF LAND AND BUILDINGS (DOLLARS)
Land . Land used for crops5 Total woodland £ Average per acre
SIZE GROUP Total 4| available (acres) (acres) Amount Average per farm ge DI

. cropland, £ 4|
1944 -for crops )

(acres) 1944 1939 1944 1939 1945 1940 1945 1840 1945 1940

(acres)

10,000 acres and over, total...... 6,801,241 | 9,345,008 | 4,375,416 | 2,775,004 18,608,631 | 7,001,357 | 1,353,910,894 | 759,582,789 | 169,305 | 188,838  6.26 5.10
10,000 £0 19,999, 4. ...... vieeend] 3,408,780 | 4,657,049 | 2,238,009 [1,490,101 | 4,055,864 | 2,358,708 | 501,354,987 | 288,358,538 | 116,351 86,206| B.52|_  6.35
20,000 %o 29,999. .. . 1,165,361 | 1,728,048 | 806,890 | 463,251 | 1,786,014 | 923,006 | 222,881,549 | 115,456,051 | 180,010 | 1z4,a14|  7.57 5.22
30,000 to 39,999..... 550,656 | 979,076 | 357,851 | 284,456 1,329,552 | 703,212 | 132,188,939 | 76,026,821 | 240,781 | 173,974|  7.05 5.14
40,000 o 49,995. .. 359,484 | 504,900| 200,861 | 98,167 | 1,051,989 | 531,700 |  75,254,446| 42,773,682 | 253,582 |  202,719|  5.71 4.59
50,000 to. 74,999, .. 641,845 | 677,897 | 340,139 | 171,757 | 1,001,780 | 655,844 | 129,827,959 | 62,497,614 | 358,641 |  220,840|  5.96 3.69
75,000 to 99,999, . 207,925 | 324,857 | 117,697 | 78,596 | 566,262 | 367,506 |  54,113,656| 39,918,251 | 383,785 |  347,115|  4.53 4.08
100,000 &nd OVOTwsrsssersesaeas 417,240 490,270 313,989 | 188,676 | 8,816,270 | 1,461,386 | 236,289,358 | 134,551,852 | soo,so1| ess,21i0|  3.81 4.38

Land used .only for pasture which had been plowed within 7 years.

?Land used only for pasture which could have been plowed and used for crops without additional clearing, draining, or irrigating,
3Cropland harvested; crop failure; cropland, idle or fallow; and cropland used only for pasture.
“Cropland harvested; crop failure; cropland, idle or fallow; and plowable pasture.

SCropland harvested and crop failure,

was a general increase in the number of farms in practically
all size groups. Farms of this kind have undoubtedly influ-
enced the statistics in other 4areas, but the effect is not so
noticeable because of other changes.

The most significant change in the size of farms was the
inerease In the sizZe of those farms which are operated pri-
marily by the farm family. In most areas there were 1large
losses in the number of farms of less than the average size for
the area, excépt for the very small farms previously discussed,
and increases in the number of rfarms above the average size.
For the United States as a whole, there were decreases in the
number of farms in all size groups from 10 to 179 acres,
representing. a loss of 369,516 farms, as compared with a net
loss of 287,630 farms for all size groups. For the most part,
the acreages lost in these size groups were absorbed by other
farms and account for much of the increase in the number of
farms in the size groups above 180 acres.

This consolidation of farms into larger operating units
continuas a trend noticeable in previous censuses. With few
exceptions, each census since 1880 has shown an 1increase in
the averdge size of farms. The most noticeable increases were
in areas best suited to the use of power equipment. In the
West North Central States, the average size of ‘farms Increased
from 251.5 acres in 1940 to 274.5 acres in 1945 and cropland
harvested increased by 3.9 acres per farm. In the East North
Central States there was an increase of 8.2 acres 1in average
size and 9.0 in average acreage harvestea. In the South, where
there is greater dependence on hand labor, the average size of
farms increased by 8.0 acres,while cropland harvested increased
by only 1.2 acres.

In all areas, there were general increases in the number of
large 'farms. There Wwas an increase of 12,388, or 12.3 per-
cent, in the number of farms of 1,000 acres and over. The land
in these farms, however, increased by 95,937,055 acres, or 26.4
percent, and cropland, harvested by 16,329,106 acres. These

more than one-eighth of the total cropland harvested.

| having very low carrying capacity and therefore

farms, representing less than 2 percent of all farms, accounted
for approximately two-fifths of the total land in farms and
The 1in-
crease in land in farms in this size group exceeded the net in-
crease for all size groups by 15,174,085 acres. Much of the
net Increase represents grazing lands in the Western States,
some of which were previously open range. To this extent the
increases do not represent actual changes in size of operations.

The number of farms of 1,000 acres and over increased in
all but seven States. These States, except AriZona where the
decrease In number was due to changes in the enumeration of
Indian reservations, are all located in the East. Five of
these States, dlthough showing losses 1n total land for this
size group, showed increases 1n cropland harvested. Only Ten-
nessee showed decreases both in land in farms and in cropland
harvested. However, the 500-t0-999-acre group showed appreci-
able Increases.

Farms of 10,000 acres and over, although constituting less
than 0.02 percent of all farms, included 19.0 percent of the
total land in farms. Only 246, or less than 4 percent of all
farms In this size group, were east of the Mississippi and most
of them were in the South. )

The range in size in thess farms of 10,000 acres and over,
with comparisons for 1940, 1s shown by States in table 13. In

- this table, which presents numbers of farms only, farms in this

size group are further classified by size into seven subgroups.
The acreage and value figures for these subgroups are shown

| only for the United States as a whole in table 6.

The 262 farms of 100,000 acres and .over ‘represent an in~
crease of 72.4 percent over the number 1n this size group in
1940. The land in these farms more than doubled. Nearly two-
thirds of these farms were in Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico.
Some of these extremely large farms represent grazing land
thelr area is
not a true indication of their size of operations.



