SIZE OF FARMS

Total cropland.—Cropland harvested; crop failure; cropland,
idle or fallow; and cropland used only for pasture.

Land  used for erops.-—Cropland harvested and crop failure.

Total pasture.-—Cronland used only for pasture, woodland
pastured, and pasture other than cropland and woodland.

Potal woodland.—VWoodland pastured and woodland not pastured.

Table 2.—NUMBER OF FARMS UNDER 3 ACRES IN SIZE, PERCERT OF ALL
PARMS, XINIMUW VALUE OF PRODUCTS, AWD IFDEX NUMBERS OF PRICES
RECEIVED BY PARMERS, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1880 TO 1945

[Figures for regions and States in table 16]

< Index numbers
PARAS Unﬂbg¥zé ACRES Mintmun of prices
YEAR value of received
products by farmers®
Number  Percent of |- (dollars) (August 1909-
all farns July 1914 =100)
98,966 1.7} 250 . 195
35,977 0.6 250 95
35,573 0.5 260 90
43,007 0.7 240 149
15,151 0.2 250 143
20,350 0.3 2250 215
18,033 0.3 2250 102
41,385 0.7 *) (%)
#) (*) 4500 (%)
2880.. 4,352 0.1 “500 ()

#Not available.

From "Agricultural Statistics, 1945," table 571, United States Department of
Agriculture. For 1910, the index mumber is for +that calendar year. For all other
years, each lndex number is for the calendar year preceding the census date. Serles
revised in 1944,

2n0r requirihg for its agricultural operations the continuous services of at
least one person,” -

o minimum limit used in the 1900 Census on value of products,"All agricultural
establishments with less than three acres Were reported as farms wWhenever their op—
oration or management required the constant services of at least one individual.

4Value of products sold.

(

Items for earlier censuses which are not strictly: compa-
rable with those shown for the 1945 Census are shown below:

Plowable pasture, for 1924 to 1939,includes land used only ‘for
pasture or grazing which could have been used for crops
without additional clearing, draining, or irrigating and
differs from cropland used only for pasture for 1944 in that
it inecludes land which may not have been plowed within 7 years
preceding the census date.

Pasture other than plowable and woodland, for 1924 to 1934,
differs from "pasture other than. cropland and woodland" for
1944 in the same absolute amount that'plowable pasture” dif-
fers from "eroplend used only for pasture." Data are not
available for 1939.

Land available for érops, for 1924 to 1939, ineludes cropland
harvested; erop failurejcropland,idle or fallowjand plowable
pasture.,

Improved land, for 1250 to 1920, in general, included lend
regularly +tilled or mowed, land in pesture thet had been
clearedor tilledyland lying fallow,lend in gardens,orchards,
vineyards, and nurseries, and land occupied by buildings,
yards, bernyards, etc.

Parms reporting.—The number of farms for which & specific
item was renorted. For examrle, of the 7,152 farms of 10,000 acres and
over in the United States in 1945, only 4,403 reported & crop of some
kind harvested im 1944, If enumerators obtained complete reports, the
remaining 2,749 farms in this size group harvested no crops in 1944.

Yalue of farms (land and buildings).—The market value of the
real estote pepresented in the farm. EBnumerrtors were asked to obtain
from the farm orerator his estimate of the current merket value of the
farm he wes operating.

Table 3.—NUMBER OF FARS UNDER 10 ACRES IN SIZE, WITH IAND IN
FAR'S, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1880 TO 1945

[Figures for regions and States in tables 12 and 18]

UNBER 10'Acm UNDER 3 ACRES 3 TO 9 ACRES
YEAR 3
Number L;::m:" Number Li‘.’;: min Number LE:;:’“ :
of farms - (acres) of farms (acres) of farms (acres) -
594,561 | 2,805,435|| 98,966 | 141,252 | 495,595 | 2,664,183
506,402 | 2,667,754(] 35,977, 50,946 | 470,425 | 2,616,808
70,831 |3,057,166( 35,573 51,269 | 535,258 | 3,005,897
358,504 | 1,908,370|| 43,007 61,338 | 315,497 | 1,847,032
578,555 | 2,096,610(/ 15,151 | _ 22,976 | 363,384 | 2,073,634
288,772 11,600,267 20,350 | 33,613 | 268,422 | 1,566,674
433,043 * 18,053 G 317,000 *
267,229 | 1,477,379(| 41,385 | 78,715 | 225,844 | 1,398,664
150,194 %) () (%) (3¢ (%
139,241 #) 4,352 () 134,889 ()

#Not -available.
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Comparability of data.—The statistics for farms in some
size~of-farm groups are atffected by Census definitions and pro-
cedures to an even greater extent than are the over-all totals.
(See discussion of "Comparabllity of data" in chapter I.) Of
particular significance are farms which were marginal in re-
spect to the minimum requirements under the Census definition of
a farm. For each census for which data have been tabulated by
size of farm, the definition has specified that places of less
than 3 acres were not to be enumerated as farms unless they met
certain criteria as to value of productes or, as in the 1910 Cen~
sus, labor requirement. The number of farms In this slze group
has varied greatly from census to census. Bowever, this group
has been relatively unimportant numerically. In 1945, al-
though more than twice as numerous as at any previous census,
farms.of less than 3 acres represented only 1.7 percent of the
total number of farms. Table 2 presents the number and propor-
tion of farms of under 3 acres for each census from 1880 to
1945 (except 1890, when farms of under 3 acres were not tabu-
lated separately) and the criteria used in each census for de-
termining the Inclusion of places as farms. Since the require-
ments generally included a minimum value of products, index
numbers of prices received by farmers, as published by the
United States Department of Agriculture, are Iincluded to show
that, as a result of changes in price level, there have beep
changes in the amount of produce required to meet the minimum
requirements for a farm even when there has been .no change in
the specified vaiue of products. The Index- numbers indicate
that operations qualifying as farms in the 1945 Census, with a
value of products at or near the minimum of $250, would not
have qualified as farms in any of* the earlier censuges except
that of 1920.° .

In addition to the effect of price level, the number of
farms with limited agricultural operatiohs was also -Influenced
in 1948 by war conditions which greatly encouraged small-sized
agricultural operations through the patriotic appeal for viec-
tory gardens and the obvious advantages, under a rationing sys-
tem, of producing foods for family use.

Although the minlmum requirements of a farm in respect to
the extent of the agricultural operations were specified only
tor farms of under 3 acres, they may have influenced, to some
extent, the enumeration of places of ¥ acres and over. Farms
with limited agricultural production are not limlted to those
of under 3 acres. This is 1indicated by the tabulations of
farms by total gross farm income (value of products sold or
used by farm households) which are presented in chapter X. In
1945, there were 45%,580 farms for which the gross products in
1944 ranged from $1 to $249 and, In addition, there were 98,873
farms for which no products were reported as sold or used by
the farm household. As there were only 98,966 farms under 3
acres in size, which number included many highly specialized
operatlions, such as greenhouses, nurserlies, mushroom cellars,
hatcheries, and the like, most of the low income farms must
have heen 3 acres or more In area. It is probable that a large
number of the farms having limited operations were wunder 10
acres 1In size, although many larger +tracts aiso had limited
agricultural operations. Table 3 presents United States totals
for the number of farms of under 1O acres, as reported for the
various census years, with separate totals for farms of under 3
acres and farms of 3 to 9 acres.

Changes in the procedure of enumerating Indian reservations
affected the statistics by sizgze of farm iIn a number of in-
stances, particularly in Arizona and New Mexico. In the 1945
Census, 1if land 1In an Indian reservation was used by the In-
dians on a cooperative basis, the entire acreage was reported
as a single farm, with no attempt made to segregate the Indi-
vidual operations. However, individual returns were obtalned
when the Indlans carried on their agricultural activitles as
independent operations. In previous censuses, as a general

rule, an attempt was made to obtain retums for each 1Indian
whose agricultural production was -sufficient to meet the mini-

mum requirements of a farm, with a reservation return to ac-

count for acreage used for agricultural purposes that was not
allotted or assigned to Indlans or not leased to others. Under
these circumstances, the returns for the individual Indlians
often represented a more or less arbitrary assignment of acre-
age, or the operations were reported with "no land owned or
leased." (See table 5.) Procedures varied from one reserva-
tion to another and results were not always comparable from one
census to another.



