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CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE: 1945.

Table 4.—NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS BY TYPE OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED STATES: CENSUSES OF 1945 AND 1940

[For basis of classification by type, see text. Figures for regions and States in table 25]

1940 TYPE CLASSIFICATION

1845 TYPE CLASSIFICATION (CENSUS OF 1940)

Number of farms Percent distribution Coefficient
TIPE OF FARM of variation Numb
of 1940 er of Percent
Census of census of Census of Census 101‘ estixates farms distribution
1948 1940 1946 1940 (porgent)

ALL £BI T s e senasonessossnngonssssnssosssssasassssssssossasesssensannsand 5,859,169 8,096,789 100.0 100.0 8,098,799 100,
_..-—Farms with no !amsproductu s0ld or used®.......... seans 98,873 88,502~ 1.7 1.8 88,502 1.
e Parms, unclasaified®. ceiivciiiericoieanistaenirtneennanns 7,588 38,542 0.1 0.8 58,542 O,
A11 c1aSSif10d LAMMS . eeaessassnncasensannnnorasesesssans 5,752,908 5,968,756 98,2 97.9 5,968,755 87,
Farms producing products primarily for sale .......... 4,463,702 4,456,689 8.2 78.1 4,026,026 - 68,
Pruit-and-nut farms.ccccascese Crsaseanns ETTTr Ty 133,577 126,966 2.3 2.1 133,685 2.
Vogetable FaIMS.eeenssessoosaseas erearenenae eeees 92,178 72,562 1.8 1.2 80,116 1.
Horticultural—spacialty fam .................. aes 15,954 18,628 0.3 0.3 18,950 0.
All-other-crop {field orop) b €3, .1 TN veseea 1,862,837 2,071,328 31.8 34.0 2,188,988 35,
Dairy farmlecscececcerecosrsransacass tvsarerens vee 556,808 509,005 8.5 8.3 819,008 10.
POUltry farmBesccsceciccsacsstorsarvocasssassvencvane 274,504 191,456 4.7 3.1 217,570 3.
Livestock fams. Cvesesessresactarsisersantracrnrbotae 806,320 853,281 1s8.8 10.7 748,413 12.
Forest-products farms.ccecosacaceansns Ceseesrrasenses 29,015 25,017 0.5 0.4 23,300 0.

L I . 690,908 790,870 11.8 13.0 * )
___—— Farms producing producta pr:bmrily for own household uS@..eecveecsssd 1,288,208 1,511,888 22.0 24.8 (x) 1,842,728 31.

O APNORNODRAUINOOYONO

*Not available.
X0,5 ppreent or less.

17he 1840 figures by type of farm are based oz a 2-percent sample for farms with under $10,000 totsl value of farm products, plus a tebulation of all farms with $10,000

or more total value of farm products.
nitudes of these errors. -See text.
Not classified by type. See text.

SNot classified either by total valus of farm products or by type. See text.

Type of farm.—8everal factors should be considered when
interpreting the statistics‘ by type of farm. In the first
place, for the Census of 1945, the basis for the type classi-
flcatlon was the relationship of the value of all farm products
sold to the total valus of farm products sold or used by farm
households and, further, on the relationship of the value of
sales from each general source to the total wvalue of products
sold. In the second place, 50 percent or more of the total
value of farm products sold had to be derived from a particular
source for the farm to be classified as a specific typs. The
use of income as a common denominator for the classification of
farms by type may result in 1inaccuracies when the normal price
relationship between varlous farm products 1is temporarily out
of balance, or when yleld or acreage is out of line because of
weather conditions, etc. Thus, incomes does not provide a good
basis for classification by type when there has been total or
partial crop fallure, when there has been an abnormal liqulda-
tion of inventory 1items, or when income has been affected ma-
terially by Increasing inventorigs. In areas where income from
Sales of both 1livestock and crops 1s important, a change in
price relationship, when type classification is based on income,
may cause a shift in the type of farm, such as from a crop farm
to a livestock farm, from a livestock farm to a ‘crop farm, or
from one of these types to a general farm, or vice versa.

Consliderable change in the proportion of farms producing
products primarily for sale -and the farms producing products
primarily for use by farm households occurred between 1940 and
1945 because of differences in the relative increases in the
values of farm products sold and farm products for housshold
use. The increase per farm in the value of farm products sold
was considerably greater than the increase per farm in the es=
timated value of farm products used by farm households. Thus,
as shown in table 1, the average value of sales for farms re-
porting any sales Increased from $1,190 in the Census of 1940
to $3,046 in the Census of 1946 and the value of farm products
used increased from $197 to $341. As a result of these dis~
proportionate increases, a considerable number of farms classi-
fied ag farms producing farm products primarily for use by farm
households 1n 1940 became farms producing products primarily
for sale 1In 1945, even when the 1945 classification procedure
was used for both years.

These figures are, therefore, subject to aampling errors.

The coefficients of varistion provide information on the approximate mag-

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPE, FOR THE UNITED STATES:
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