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Table 4.-NUMBER AND PERC!col1- DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS BY TYPE OF FARM, ,FOR THE UNITED STATES: CENSUSES OF 1945 AND 1940 

[For basis of classification by type, see text.. Figures tor regions and States in table 25] 

TYPE OF FARII 

1945 TYPE CLASSIFICATION 

Percent distribution Coefficient 
1------,------+-----.-----1 of "Yariation· 

Number or farms 

Census ot 
1945 

Census of 
1945 

.:!~: .. 
(perpont) 

1940 TYPE CLASSIFICATION 
(Cli:IISUS or 1940) 

Humber of 
!arma 

Percent 
diotribution 

All farms •..•••......•....•.. ,. o •••• ....... 'i .. o o •••••• , ••• o •••••••• o •••••• , 

_. ..---Farms with no farmaProducta eold or used • o ••• o o. o ••••••• o ••• o •••••••••• 

__...:.-.---Farms, unclassified·, .•.•••.• ••o • •••••• o •••• o ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• 

5,859,169 
98,6'n· 

7,588 
s, 752,906 
4,465,702 

133,577 
92,178 
15,954 

6,096,799 
88,502·, 
59,542 

6,968,755 
4,456,889 

126,886 

100.0 
1.~ 
0.1 

98.2' 
76.2 
2.3 

100.0 
1.5 
0.6 

97.9 
75.1 

6,096,799 
88,502 
39,542 

5,968,755 
4,026,026 

135,685 

100.0 
1.5 
0.6 

97.9 
66.0 

------

All classified rams .................................................. .. 
Farms producing product. primarily !or oole ........................ .. 

Fl:uit-and-nut !arms ................................... , . - ........ .. 
Vegetable i'arm.s . •••.•••.•.••..•.•..• o ••••••••••••• o •• o ••••••••••• o • 

Horticultura1-spocie1t;r farm. ................ - •••••••••••••••••••• 
AU-other-crop (field orop) !arms .............................. .. 
Dair;r tarma • ...................................................... 
Poultry farms ................ · ..................................... . 
Livestock farms .... o •• •••••••••••• , •• o ••• o • •• o. o •• •••••••••••••••• 

Forest-products f'&r.mo o ••• o ••• o ••••••••• o ••••••••• o. o •••••••••• ,., 

G8neral farms . .• , • o • o , , o ••••••• o • o •••••• o • , •••••••• o •••••••••• o • o , 

--- Farms prdducing products priaari.JJ' for own household use ..••.......• 

*Not available. 

1,862,637· 
558,609 
274,504 
806,320 

29,015 
600,908 

1,289,206 

72,562 
18,626 

2,071,526 
509,005 
191,436 
65ll,281 

25,017 
·790,670 

1,611,866-

1,'8 
0.3 

51.8 
9.5 
4.7 

15.8 
0.5 

11.8 
22.0 

2.1 
1.2 
0.5 

34.0 
8.3 
3.1 

10.7 
0.4 

13.0 
24.8 

(x) 

(x) 

(x) 

(x) 

1 
1 
l 

1 
1 

5' 
l 

80,116 
18,950 

2,186,986 
619,006 
217,570 
746,413 

23,500 
(*) 

1,942,729 
(*) 

2.2 
1.3 
0.3 

55.9 
10.2 
5.6 

12.2 
0.4 

31.9 

Xo. 5 P1trcent or less. 
1The· 1940 figures by type of !arm are based on a 2.-percent sample for fa:rms with under Jl,O,OOO total value ot tarm. products, plus a tabula tim of all farms with $10,000 

or more total value of farm. products. These figures are, therefore, subject to sampling errors. The coefficients of variat.ion provide intormtion on the appro.xima.te mag­
nitudes of these errors. ·See text. 

8 Not 'Classitied by type. See text. 
:sNot cla.sei!ied either by total value ot !arm. products or by type. see text.. 

Type of farm.--Several !actors should'be considered when 
interpreting the stat.istics · by type o! !ann. In the first 
place, tor the Census ot 1945, the basis !or the type classi­
fication was the relationship of the value of all farm products 
sold to the total value of !arm products sold or used by !arm 
households and, further, on the relationship of the value of 
sales from each general source to the total value of products 
sold. In the second place, 50 percent or more ot the total 
value of :Carm products sold had to· be derived !rom a particular 
source tor the farm to be classified as a specific type. The 
use ot income as a common denominator tor the classification of 
farms by type may result in inaccuracies when the normal price 
relationship between various !arm products is temporarily out 
of balance, or when yield or acreage is out ot line because of 
weather condftions, etc. Thus, income does not provide a good 
basis for classification by type when there has been total or 
partial crop failure, when there has been an abnormal liquida­
tion of inventory items, or when income has been atfected·ma­
terially by increasing inventories. In areas where income from -s·ales or both 11 vestock and crops ls important, a change 'in 
'price :r:illationship, when type classification is tiase.d on income, 
may cause a shift in the type ot farm, such as !rom a crop farm 
to a livestock farm, from a livestock farm to a 'crop farm, or 
!rom one of these types to a general farm, or vice versa. 

considerable change in the proportion ot farms producing 
products primarily for sale ·and the !arms producing products 
primarily for use by !ann hoUSeholds occurred between 1940 and 
1945 because of differences in the relative increases in the 
values of farm products sold· and !arm products for household 
use. The increase per !arm in the value or farm products sold 
was considerably greater than the increase per !arm in the es­
timated value of farm products used by farm households. Thus, 
as shown in table 1, the average. value or s8les for farms re­
porting any sales increased from $1,190 in the Census of 1940 
to $3,046 in the Census of 1945 and the value of farm products 
used increased from $197 to $341. As a result of these dis­
proportionate increases, a considerable number or farms classi­
fied as farms producing !ann products primarily for use by !ann 
households in 1940 became !arms producing products primarily 
tor sale in 1945, even When the 1945 classification procedure 
was used tor both years. 

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY TYPE, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 

TYPE OF FARM 

FRUIT-AND-NUT 

VEGETABLE 

HORTICULTURAL­
SPECIALTY 

ALL- OTHER-CROP 
(FIELD CROP } 

DAIRY 

POULTRY 

LIVESTOCK 

FOREST­
PRODUCT 

GENERAL 

SUBSISTENCE 

CENSUSES OF 1945 AND 1940 

THOUSANDS OFFARMS 
400 800 1200 1600 2000 

~ 

~ 

• ~ 

~ 

I 
~ 

- CENSUS OF 194!5 ~CENSUS OF 1940 

SOURCE, TABlE 4, 


