LAND UTILIZATION 31

UNITED STATES TOTAL
23,565,303 (4-YEAR TOTAL)

*
WITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE
AGRIGULTURAL CONSERVATION PROGRAM SERVICE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

SEEDING AND RESEEDING OF PASTURE®
AGREAGE, 1950 - 53

-
NEG.36{3)785 AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

PASTURE IMPROVEMENT

'SEEDING AND RESEEDING OF PASTURE*

3.Year Averages, United Stoles

THOUS. ACRES
6,000

4,000

2,000

1936-38  1939-41 1942.44 1945.47 1948.50 1951.53

®MITH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM AGRICULTURAL CONSERYATION PROGRAM JERVICE
v,

. 3. DEPARTMENY OF AGRICULTURE MEG, $5(4)-2128  AGRICULYURAL RESEARCH SERYVICE

Considerable progress in the improvement of public and private
grasslands has been made in recent years. More farmers are
recognizing the importance of having good improved pastures
on their farms if they are to make the most efficient use of their
land resources. Several different practices are associated with
the improvement of pastureland. Application of lime, phosphate,
and potash may be required. Weeds need to be mowed and com-
Detitive plants controlled. Seeding or reseeding of pastures with
good seed and with the right kind or mixture of pasture plants
for the soil, slope, temperature, and woisture conditions involved
is also a major prerequisite to the establishment of an improved
high-forage yielding pasture.

A
The Federal Government has taken an active part in helping

farmers to improve their pastures. Research has been carried
out to develop the best plants and improvement practices. Tech-
nical assistance in carrying out pasture-improvement practices is
rendered by the Soil Conservation Service and financial assist-
ance under the Agricultural Conservation Program benefits
farmers in this phase of conservation,

Seeding and reseeding of pasture, 1936-53.—Seeding and reseed-
ing of pasture has been carried out under the Agricultural Con-
servation Program since 1936. The accompanying chart indicates
that the acreage of pasture being seeded or reseeded with finan-
cial assistance from the Agricultural Conservation Program
Service has gradually been increased.

Seeding and reseeding of pasture 1950-53.—The distribution of
the acreage seeded or reseeded under the Agricultural Conser-
vation Program during a 4-year period, 1950-53, is shown by
the accompanying map. The greatest emphasis on seeding ang
reseeding of pasture under this program is in the Southern
States where cropland diverted from other uses and land re-
cently cleared is being seeded to improved pastures. Some
States, particularly Kentucky, have placed a strong emphasis on
this practice in assigning funds available for payments to farm-
ers. In other States, such as West Virginia and the New England
States, more emphasis has been placed on using funds for the
application of such materials as lime, phosphate, and potash.
This means that the amount of seeding and reseeding of pastures
in these States is not adequately reflected in the above map,
which is based only on the acreage seeded or reseeded with fi-
nancial assistance given for that specific practice.
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