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fABLE 9.-lJME AND LIMING MATERIALS-FARMS REPORTING, ToNS PURCHASED, ACRES LIMED, AND ExPENDITURES; FOR THR 
UNITED STATES, THE NORTH, THE SoUTH, AND THE WEST: 1954 

[Data are based on reports for only a sample for farms. See text. Figures for States in Table 2~] 

Farms report-
Tons purchased Acree limed Expenditures for lime (dollare) Percent dil!ltribution of-ing lime 

purchased Pounds 
ul!ed 

Aa a per-
per 

Region acre 
Per- Aver- Aver- cent of Tons Acree Ex-
cent af:r:'r ,e per total crop- Per Per Per Fanns 

Total of all Total Total arm land plus Total ton farm acre report- c~ 
limed yendi-

farms re~rlr report;- improved limed mg turee 
ng 101 pasture 

------------------
United States ••••••• 520,445 10.9 17,276,170 33.2 10,502,966 20.2 2.2 3,290 69,477,336 4.02 133.50 6.62 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

----------------------
The North ••••••••.•••• 358,610 17.6 13,092,005 36.5 6,919,040 19.3 2.6 3,784 48,476,789 3.70 136.18 7.01 68.9 75.8 65.9 69.8 

The South •••••••••••••• 166,381 6.8 3,980,617 25.5 3,458,735 22.1 2.4 2,302 19,511,958 4.90 124.77 5.64 30.0 23.0 32.9 28.1 

The Weet----------···· 5,454 1.3 203,648 37.3 125,190 23.0 0.2 3,253 1,488,589 7.31 272.il4 11.89 1.0 1.2 1.2 2.1 

Many factors affect the cost of commercial fertilizer per 
ton, per acre, etc. The cost per ton depends largely on the 
kind of fertilizing material used. For example, in areas 
where considerable quantities of basic slag were used, and in 
areas where rock phosphates were an important type of ferti­
lizing material, the costs per ton were low. On the other 
hand, the costs per ton were very high in certain specialty 
crop areaa or in some of the irrig;ated areas where highly 
concentrated fertilizers, such as anhydrous ammonia, were 
sometimes used in the irrigation water. 

with the quantity varying from three-fourths of a ton in the 
Mountain States to 2 tons per acre in the North Central 
States. 

The average cost of all lime and liming material purchased 
in the United States in 1954 was $4.02 per ton, or $6.62 per 
acre limed. The cost per ton of liming material varied widely 
from the United States average of $4.02 per ton to a high of 
$7.32 for the Pacific States to a low of $3.06 for the West 
North Central States. The average expenditure per fann re­
porting liming materials in 1954 was $134 for the United 
States. Lime and liming material.-In 1954, 10.9 percent of the fanns 

in the United States reported the purchase of lime and liming 
materials, as compared with 13.8 percent in 1944 and 7.7 per­
cent in 1939. The proportion of fanns reporting lime pur­
chased, varied from 0.1 percent in the Mountain States to 
28.7 percent in the Middle Atlantic States. Use of lime in 
the United States averaged U) tons per acre limed in 1954, 

Other published data.-Data from the 1954 Census of Agri­
culture for commercial fertilizer and lime and liming mate­
rials, in addition to those published in this volume, are located 
as indicated in the following table. For expenditure data for 
commercial fertilizer and lime and liming material, see Part 
3 of this chapter. 

OTHER PUBLISHED DATA FOR USE OF FERTILIZER AND liME 1954 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

Geographic 
Period Where found area for wl:..ioh Presentation of data 

available 

Volume I.-Counties and Counties and States 1964 County Table 6.-County totale for uee of commercial fertilizer, lime and liming materiale, and crop11 
State Economic Areas. on which commercial fertilizer was used. 
Parts 1 to 33 

Economic Areas and 1964 Economic Area Tables 1 and 2.-Economic ClBSS of Farm. Totale for economic areas within a State 
State and the State for crops on which commercial fertiliser was ul!ed for each economic clBSS of com-

mercia! farms and for part-time, residential, and abnormal fanno. 

Economie Area Tables 4 and 5.-Type of Farm. Totale for economic areas within a State and the 
State for crops on which commercial fertiliser was uBed for each type of oommeroial farm and for 
miecellaneoue and uncliiMified farme. 

Economic Area Tables 7 and 8.-Tenure of Operator. Totale for economic areas withh a State and 
the State for crops on which commercial fertiliaer was ul!ed for each tenure of operator of com-
mercia! farms only and totals for other fanns. 

State only 1954 State Table 4.-Tenure of Operator. State totale for ton11 and acres on which ueed for commercial 
fertilizer and fertilizin~ material and lime and liming material for each tenure of operator of com-
mercia! farms only an totale for other fanns. 

1920 to 1954 State .'X:a)>le 7.-Bt:ate ~otale for.f8!'ms reporyil'l and doll~r e.J:pel)diture for oommereial fertilizer and 
fertili1mg matenal, lime and liming material or 1954 wtth avallable comparative data from earlier 
Censuses to 1920. 

Volume II.-<leneral Re- United States only 1964 Tenure of ,qP!'rator.-l!nited Statee totale for ton11 and acres on which ul!ed for commercial fertilizer 
port Chapter X and fertilizmg matenal for each tenure of operator of commereial farms only and totale for other 

farms. 

Volume II.-General Re- United States, regions 1954 Economic ClBSS of Farm.-Reson and State totale for commercial fertilizer and fertilioing material 
port Chapter XI and States and lime and liming materi for each economic claae of farm and for part-time, residential and 

abnormal farms. ' 

Volume 11.---General Re- United States only 1964 T:rye of Fan;na:-United. States totale only for commercial ferti!iser and fertilizing material and for 
pert Chapter XII lim~ a'\d liming material for 1964 for each type of commercial farms and for miecellaneoue and 

uncl888lfied farms. 
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