
22 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION 

If t.hc smaller farms w<~re to use as much ferWi:<~er per acre as 
their largest neighbors t;lwy would have to buy 50 to 75 percent 
more than they did in Ill 54 (TtLble 27). The per acre rate of 
application was pmetically the samo for all farms although the 
lnrgm fn.rms paid a little more per ton which suggests the .use of 
fertili7.Ns wit.h higher nutrient conte>nt. 

Table 27.-UsE 
By EcoNOMIC 
REGION: 1954 

OF FERTILIZER AND LIME ON DAIRY FARMS, 
CLAss oF FARM, FOR THE NoRTI'IERN LAKE 

Economic class of farm 
It.~m 

'l'otnl II III IV v VI 
----------------- ------------
Nuntbor of fn.rms ___ -------- L24, 501 425 10,548 41,206 <16, 780 20,843 <1, 030 

Ii,nrtilizm·: 
Pcreont or fanns using ________ {)() !JO 9! 79 G3 42 2:l 
'J'ons used por fa.rm l'<lPOrLin~-------- :J 10 7 " 2 I I 
Acres upon whlch used per farm 

reporting_____ _____ _ ____ :H 175 70 37 22 15 12 
A vern.go per u.cro fcrUli?.ed: 

Pounds _______ 200 213 201 107 1118 202 207 
Cost .... . .... dollnrs .. li. 05 0.80 G. 45 fi. !JO 5. 89 5. 78 5. 00 

Limo: 
Percent of farms u1->ing 23 38 :m 30 20 12 G 
Acres upon which mind por farm 

I'OJlOI'tillg ... 14 52 22 H ll !l 
Average por ac1:l~ li,ilO(l:-

Pounds_,-··· :J, Go!O •I, 153 3, \l34 3, 631 3, 4G8 :l, 3\lG 2, H4:J 
Cost ... _ .dollars .. 5. 53 4. 8:l fi. 3:l 5. 52 5. 82 5. ()4 4. 00 

------·-------------·----·--

One-fourth to ono-third more fanrwrs used fertili7.cr or lime in 
the eastern pnrt of the area than in the western part;. Of tlw 
fttrmers in Eeonomic Subregion 67 fertilir.cr was used by 76 per­
cent; only 48 pcreent in Economic Subregion 88 used it. This 
iatter subregion also applied fertilizer to fewer acres although the 
rate of application was approximately the same for all subregions. 

Farms vary more among the subregions in the intensity of 
operation, or in tho relation of feed proclueecl to livestoek numbers, 
than in the proportion of the several classes of livestock main­
tained on individual farms. The number of milk cows, alo11g 
with the young stock mised for replacement, constitute by far 
the largest proportion of livestock. The presence or absence of 
a few more hogs or sheep or even a few hundred hca.<l of poultry 
searcely changes the capital and bbor roquir<mlCnts on the usual 
dairy farm, yet tlws<~ minor enterpris<~s eontribnte nwterially to 
income. 

Economic Subregion 67, which has the least productive soil, 
also has the least livestock per fttrm. Because of poor yields of 
crops it buys more feed than the other subregions. On the other 
hand, Economic Subregion 65 has the most intensively opemted 
farms with the greatest gross income per acre. 

EASTERN OHIO-WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA REGION 
(Economic Subregions 17, 27, 28, 29, 30) 

The story of the settlement and development of this region 
which consists of the weste~n two-thirds of P<•nnsylvania and the 
eastern half of Ohio, !l.long with a little of West Virginia ttnd one 
srn~tll Kentucky county, is simibr to that of the Northeastern 
Dairy Region except that it has not gone so strongly into dairying. 
The shift from a self-sufficing home economy to a highly specialized 
and commercialized production was gradual and prac'tiettlly con­
tinuous until a generation ago. Dming the last 30 yems, however, 
the change in production practices m1d output have been almost 
revolutionary. The use of improved seed, better cultural pmc­
tices, more selective breeding programs, and a more realistic 
interpretation of ma,rket needs, has resulted in a greatly enhanced 
output per man and higher living standards for the farm families. 

EASTERN OHIO-WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA DAIRY AREA 

I OCTo 10,000,000 POUNDS 
WHOLE MILK SOLO 

Figure 14. 
There arc moro livestock farms otlwr than dairy and poultry 

in Economic Subregions 2\l and 30 thnn in other subregions of 
the region. Economic Subregion 28 has a good distribution of 
field crops, other livestoek and general farms; ttnd Economic 
Subregion 17 replaces other livestock farms with poultry fnrms. 

The region has a varied soil and topographic pattern. Soils 
of Northwestern Pennsylvania are derived from sandstones and 
are Jess fertile than the ridge ~tnd valley country in the rougher 
parts of the State. The hilly land in the central part of the pln.teau 
gives way to a rolling to f!1irly level topography along the Ohio 
border. This type of topography continues into Northern Ohio 
where soils nre generally productive. Southeastern Ohio and the 
bordering land of West Virgini!L is nonglaciated, of limestone 
origin and has a rolling to rough topography. 

The cropping system is fairly well described as a 3-year rotation 
of corn, small grains, and hay. Cash crops, mostly field crops, 
account for around one-tenth of the sale of farm products from 
these dttiry farms. Some feed is shipped out to the Northeastern 
Dairy Region although the dairy farms within this area have 
little, if any, surplus feed. It is farmed less intensively as shown 
by fewer milk cows per crop acre and less is spent for specified 
expenses. Tho production of dairy products seems to have 
developed in Northeastern Ohio when it was still a part of t.hc 
·western Reserve of Connecticut. The Connecticut Yankees 
brought in cheesemaking over a century ago and it has consistently 
been considered a dairy section since then. H, too, went through 
the stage of homemade to factory manufacture of cheese and 
butter. 

Dairy farming is only one of several, though the most important, 
farming enterprises of the region. There are more other livestock 
farms in Economic Subregions 29 and 30 than in other of the 
subregions while Economic Subregion 28 has a good distribution 
of field crops, other livestock, and general farms; Economic 
Subregion 17 replaces other livestock farms with poultry farms. 

The dairy farms are considerably more diversified than is true 
in the Northeastern Region. They have only 71 percent of the 
total income from milk in comparison with 86 percent in the 
Northeast (Table 28). This diversifi-cation includes both livestock 
and crops. Sales of pigs, poultry, aHd eggs are relatively important 
in every economic subregion, accounting for 7 to 11 percent of 
the total income. Crop sales, on the other hand, show a greater 
range than do the sales of livestock. Economic Subregion 30 
derives 8 percent of the total income of its dairy farms from the 
sale of field and cash crops. Economic Subregion 17 gets 14 
percent from these soHrces. 
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