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FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION

Tabie 4—ToBacco: AcrREaGEs ALLOTTED BY Tyres, UNiTED STATES: 1940 TO 1956

A . g Southern Dark air- Cigar-filler ¢
Year Flue-cured Burley Maryland ¢ Fire-cured cured 1 Virginia and binder 2 | Total
768, 210 374, 605 1,132,815
761, 659 374, 285 1, 256, 070
841, 222 378, 720 1,338, 658
805, 462 470, 533 1,493, 940
1,096,127 588, 833 1, 683, 960
1,118, 488 608,899 | ceaceccmrae|cmmm e cceae e m e o 1,727,387
1, 257, 225 117,614 47,908 "1, 980, 082
1, 246, 765 116, 116 43,739 1,875, 261
908, 000 77,342 33, 443 1,481,977
959 463 65, 567 30,377 1, 623,735
968, 595 418, 250 56, 560 26, 550 1,474,314
1,119, 481 472,176 58, 899 26, 651 1,727,628
1,127,371 474, 747 56, 773 26, 673 3 1, 600, 320
1,044, 543 432, 746 57,006 26, 476 4,936 49, 383 1, 670, 400
1,053, 135 309, 461 55,847 23, 248 6,111 46,877 1, 584, 669
1,007,023 309,326 |-cocomaaaoo- 50, 504 21, 005 5,746 46, 687 1,440,101
87, 584 308, 707 53, 363 50,113 20, 730 5, 526 38,372 1, 364, 385
; %alrkgtl.ug quot%s not in effcc:;; in years for which no data were shown. 3 Quotas terminated for 1943 prior to harvest,
cludes types 42, 44, 51, 52, 53, 64, and 55. Source: United States Department of Agriculture.
Tasre 5.—Frue-curep anp Buriey Topacco—NuMBER OF Types of tobacco Subregion

ALLOTMENTS AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY ACRESIZE
Groups, UniTep StaTES: 1956

Burley

Size of allotment Flue-cured
tobacco tobacco
Total number of AllotmMents. oo oo oo oo caicamaean 212, 750 1 306,169

Percont distribution

0.0 (O] 19.5
0.5 14.0 59.1
1.0 18,9 14,2
2.0 17.4 3.5
3.0 16.5 18
4.0 9.5 7
5.0 16.9 .9
10. - 5.2 .2
20.00 to 49.99 acres- 1.4 .1
50.00 8CYES OF TNOIC - e eomcmcmae e ammmmcecmam—nne————— .2 (Z)
ot o e 100.0 100.0

Source: United States Department of Agriculture.

Z 0.05 percent or less.

1 Compiled pr 10r to enactment of Public Law 425 and does not include an estimated
600 ‘‘new farms.”

2 Data not available. 14 porcent of allotments are less than 1 acre.

Even though the average price received by farmers has often
a,vei'aged above the support level, a considerable proportion of
the crop has been pledged to the Commodity Credit Corporation
in various years. This agency now owns sizable stocks of tobacco.

A study of the history of tobacco control programs indicates
that they developed out of an attempt to selve a wide variety of
problems. Over the years as problems changed the programs
were modified. The present situation would indicate that new
adjustments may be necessary in tobacco programs.

AND CHARACTERISTICS OF SPECIALIZBD
Tosacco Farwms

NumBER, RESOURCES,

Data on other field-crop farms were summarized for the follow-
ing subregions (see map on p. 5) in estimating the number of
specialized tobacco producers and in determining resources used
and characteristics of tobacco farms.

1. Flue-cured tobacco_ - - oo 22, 23, 24, 25, 36, 37, 38
2. Burley tobacCo o ocm e 31, 32, 33, 44, 45, 52
8. Southern Maryland tobaceo. ..o __n__ 19
4. Dark-fired and air-cured tobacco 20, 53

Nora.—Data were not summarized for cigar types of tobacco.,

Number and Use of Resources

Tobacco is an intensive crop requiring a large amount of hand
labor. It uses less land and capital resources than many of the
other major farm enterprises. Table 7 shows the total amount
of agricultural resources and the amount of gross income from
various sources for all commercial farms in the United States and
for all commercial farms and specialized tobacco farms in the
selected areas. (Other field-crop farms in tobacco areas will here-
after be designated as tobacco farms although in some cases pea-
nuts represent the dominant source of income. On a few farms
miscellaneous field crops other than peanuts or tobacco represent
the primary source of income.) The proportion of total agricul-
ture resources used by specialized tobacco producers are shown
in Table 8.

There were 293,566 farms classified as other field-crop farms in
these tobacco subregions. This number accounts for approxi-
mately 9 percent of the commereial farms shown by the 1954
Census. It includes 57 percent of the total number of farms
reporting tobacco harvested in 1954. The production of tobacco
on these farms amounted to 72 percent of the total tobacco har-
vested as reported in 1954, and 76 percent of all tobacco harvested
on commercial farms.

In 1954, specialized tobacco farms used 7 percent of all labor
resources but only 3 percent of the capital employed in agriculture
and 2 percent of the cropland. They produced 4 percent of the
gross farm income.

On a per-farm basis, tobacco farms rank below the average of
all commercial farms in the United States (see Table 9). They
have less cropland per farm, employ less capital and also receive
a smaller gross farm income. However, the amount of labor per
farm is about the same as the average for other commercial farms
in the United States.

There are distinet differences between tobacco farms producing
various types of tobacco and also between specialized tobacco
farms and other commercial farms in the same area. Producers

~ of Southern Maryland tobacco have the largest farms from the
standpoint of average acres in cropland, have a much larger
capital investment and a slightly larger gross farm income than
producers of other types of tobacco. In each of the tobacco
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