POULTRY PRODUCERS AND POULTRY PRODUCTION

Table 6.—PercENT DisTrRiBUTION OF FARMS REPORTING CHICKENS
on Hanp, BY Srze or Frock, ror THE UNITED STATES AND
SELECTED GEOGRAPHIC Divisions: 1930 To 1954

Porcont distribution of farms reporting chickens
Goographic division and size of
flock !
1930 1936 1940 1945 1950 1954
United States. . .......c.. 100.0 | 100.0 ; 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Farms with—
Under 560 ehickens 54.9 58.4 58.8 49.6 56.8 54,2
50 to 90 chickens_...._._.. 22.1 22.3 21.4 22.0 19.2 17.3
100 to 199 chickens 16.0 13.8 14.3 17.8 15.2 14.3
200 to 390 chickene 8.7 4.4 4.6 8.4 8.7 10.0
400 chickons and over.......... 1.3 1.1 1.2 2.2 2.1 4.3
400 to 799 chickons.. ... o (NA .8 .8 gNA) 1.4 2.9
800 to 1,690 chickens. .. .| (NA 2 3 (NA .4 .8
1,600 to 3,199 chickens. .. _..._| (NA .1 .1 ENA .2 4
3,200 chickens and over....... (NA) Z) %) NA .1 .2
Now England.._. -.| 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0 100.0
Tarms with—
Under 60 chickens. 66.8 70.0 66.0 63. 4 58.8 53.3
50 to 99 chickens... 16.3 13. 6 12. 4 12.6 11.7 13.5
100 to 100 chickens. 8.8 7.5 8.2 8.6 8.5 8.3
200 to 399 ehickens. ... 4.9 4.7 6.4 5.5 7.3 6.8
400 chickens and over._______... 3.6 4.4 8.0 9.0 13.7 18.1
400 to 799 chickens._. - ENA; 2.8 4.7 NA 6.1 6.0
800 to 1,509 chickens._ -} (NA 1.2 2.4 NA 4.5 5.4
1,600 to 3,199 chickens. . - ENA; .3 71 (NA 2.1 4.3
3,200 chickens and over....... NA .1 2 (NA 1.0 2.5
East North Central_.........| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100. 0
TForms with—
Under 50 chickens. ............. 31.4 35.8 38.9 31.1 36.1 29.9
50 to 69 chickens.. . 33.8 31.4 30.5 26.3 26.1 21.6
100 to 199 chickens. 27.1 24.8 23.8 20.3 26.8 26.5
200 to 399 chickens...oooonoo oo 7.2 6.9 6.0 11.3 9.3 16.9
400 chickens and over........... 1.0 1.0 .8 2.0 1.7 5.1
400 to 790 chiokens_._. | (NA) .9 7 gNA) 1.4 4.1
800 to 1,509 chickens.. ... -] (NA, .1 1| (NA) .2 .8
1,600 to 3,199 chickens. . .| (NA. 7 Z; EN Ag .1 .2
3,200 chickens and over....... NA. Z Z NA (Z) (Z)
Paoiflo.__._. -] 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 100.0
Farms with—
Under 60 chickens. 58.9 63.9 66.3 66.7 89.5 67.8
50 to 99 chickens... - 17.2 16.4 14.6 16.2 11.6 11.5
100 to 169 chickens. R 8.9 8.3 7.4 7.0 6.2 5.7
200 to 399 chickens.............. 6.0 5.1 4.8 4.1 4.6 4.0
400 chickens and 0ver.........-- 9.1 6.3 6.9 6.0 8.2 1.0
400 to 799 chickens._.. o (NAY 3.5 3.7 (NA 3.6 3.7
800 to 1,590 chickens. ... .| (NA 2.0 2.2 | (NA 2.6 3.3
1,600 to 3,169 chickens._. o] (NA .6 8 (NA 1.3 2.6
3,200 chickens and over-.____. NA .2 2| (NA .6 1.4

NA Not availabla.

Z _0.05 percont or less.

! For 1954 and 1960, number of chickens on hand, 4 months old and over; for 1945 and
1940, over 4 months old; and for 1935 and 1830, over 3 months old.

In the South Atlantic States, 88 percent of the farms have
flocks of less than 100 chickens and only 3 percent have flocks of
400 or more. This geographic division is mainly one of small
farm flocks so that egg production is not important as a com-
mercial farm enterprise.
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Trend in size of flock.—During the last quarter century there
has been a distinct trend toward larger laying flocks in all parts of
the country. In 1930_,' 77 percent of the farms reported fewer
than 100 chickens on hand; in 1954, 71 percent. Only 7 percent
reported more than 200 or more chickens on hand in 1930, com-
pared with 14.3 percent in 1954. In New England, this change has
oceurred at a more rapid rate than in the rest of the country.
More than 83 percent of the farms in New England reported
chickens in flocks of less than 100 in 1930 compared with 67 per-
cent in 1954,

The number of farms with flocks of more than 400 increased
rapidly over this 25-year period. Only 3.5 percent of the New
England farms reported flocks of over 400 in 1930, compared with
18.1 percent in 1954. Moreover, in 1954, 6.8 percent of the farms
reported flocks of more than 1,600 compared with less than 0.4
only 20 years earlier.

In the Pacific States the trend toward large flocks was not quite
so pronounced as in New England. In the East North Central
States the trend has not been so marked as in other areas.

Prices of eggs compared with prices of feed.—The price of eggs
compared with the price of feed was more favorable during the
5-year period 1950-1954 than during the 5-year period 1940-1944.
The ratio of the local market price of eggs to feed price was more
favorable in 1954 than for any year since 1940.

The production of eggs is being concentrated on the larger
specialized poultry farms.

In 1929, only 21 percent of the eggs sold were produced on farms
with 400 or more chickens on hand; by 1954, 56 percent of all eggs
sold came from farms with 400 or more chickens on hand and the
20,000 farms with 1,600 or more chickens on hand, produced 30

Table 7.—Ecc-Feep Price Rartios ror THE UNITED STATES:
1940 To 1954

Ratio of Ratio of
cost of cost of
poultry poultry
egg-feed egg-feed
Year to local Year to local
market market

price of eggs price of eggs
(pounds (pounds
of feed) of feed)

11.4

13.2

10.3

12.0

10.0

12.3

9.4

Source; Agricultural Marketing Service, U. S. Department of Agriculturoe.

Table 8. —Numper or Farms RerorTing anp Dozen Ecas Sowp, BY Size or Frock, ror THE Unrrep States: CeNsuses orF 1930 To 1954

Tarms reporting eggs sold Dozens of chicken eggs sold
Size of flock 1 )

Number Percent distribution Number Percent distribution
1054 3 1049 19393 1920 |19542) 1940 19303| 1920 | 10643 1949 1939 3 1029 19542 | 1949 |19393| 1029
V17 1,391,734 2,459,984 4,876, 472| 3,872, 482| 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0[ 100.0(2, 663, 454, 463}2. 483, 606, 061{2. 301, 001, 510(1, 955, 459, 439| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0| 100.0

Fa{}mg w&th— N ' T
nder 400 chickens..._...__. 1.248,847] 2,372,761| 4,815,757| 8,804,346 89.7| 96.5 98.8| 08.2|1, 158, 590, 200| 1. 854, 706, 249(1, 931, 925, 392{1, 539, 716, 822| 43.5| 66. 6

4020(())11§ek%155 and over 143, 38 87, 2 ) 68,136/ 10.3| 8.5 1.2( 1.8/1,504, 864, 173( 828,989, 812| ~450,166, 118! 415,742, 617| 56,5 3314 El‘&ﬁ g?;
dootom0chickens 7| o44es 581071 42,413 (NA 6.8 2.4 0.9/(NA)| 409,333 605] 282,984, 008| - 195, 208, 689  (NA) 15.4) 11.4] 8.2 (NA
800 to 1,509 chickens. "7 28,024]  18,650]  12.785| (NA 2.1) 0.8 0.3[(NA)| 305 753 883 212,266, 563 136,801,980 (NA) 1.5 8.5 5.7 (NA§
3'288 z% iﬂog chickens___.| 12,924 7,495 3,589 (NA 0.9 0.3 0.1(NAY| 322200, 045] 176,658, 654| 77,885 434] , (NA) 121 7.1 3.3 (NA
\ ens and over... 7,006 2,881 928] (NA 0.5 0.1 (2) [(NA)| 467,485,740] 157,181,507| 40,180,015 (NA) 17.6| 6.3 2.1 fNA;

400 to 999 chickens NA NA a7,726|  B7,005|(NAY(NA) 10| 15 (NA N :

- , \ . . A 240. 874, , 716, /

‘1,.% to 2499 chickens ENAi %NA% 10,098 9,477 %NAg gNA; 0.2 0.2 gNAE NA 143, (sszg;(l)g o i 322 Eﬁﬁ lx}rﬁ) 0o %o
2500 chickens and over..._ | (NA] NA L8902l 1564/ (NAJ|(NAY @)| @) NA NA 75,645, 100| 56, 604,008 (NAS|(NAJ| 83| 58

NA Not available.
2.0.05 percent or less.

: Ilga.ta are for commerctal farms only.
*# Data are for farms reporting snd dozons of eggs produced,

! For Oensuses of 1954 and 1950, number of chickens on hand, 4 months old and over; for 1940, over 4 months oid; and for 1930, over 3 months old,
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