
10 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION 

TABLE 4.-NUMBER OF FARMS IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN 

THE CoRN BELT, BY BROAD EcoNOMic CLAss AND TYPE oFF ARM: 

1954 

Bronc! economic class and type of farm 
United 
States, 
total 

Corn Bolt 

I Percent of 
Total United 

Statos 
---------------·-----------1·----

All farms ___________________ ---------------- 4, 783,021 027,021 10.4 

Commercial farms, total'-------------------------

~~~;gg~r~iu~s(~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Dairy farms.-------_. _______________________ _ 
Poultry farms. ______________________________ _ 
General farms.------- _______________________ _ 
Other field-crop farms _______________________ _ 
Other commercial farms 3 ____________________ _ 

Other farms, totaL_------- _________________ .. _. __ _ 
Part-time farms._-------- _________ ·------- __ _ 
Rosldential farms ____________________________ _ 
Abnormal farms. ____________________________ _ 

3, 327, 617 
537,838 
6D4, 630 
548,763 
154,257 
347,466 
367,771 
676,886 

1, 455,404 
574, 575 
878, 136 

2, 603 

707, 250 
264,546 
326,602 
64,774 
10,204 

113,335 
3, 212 
5, 526 

130,662 
62,017 
68,205 

440 

24.0 
40.2 
47.0 
11.8 
12.4 
32.6 
0.0 
0.8 

0. 0 
10.8 

7. 8 
16.3 

1 Tho numbers of commercial farms in the United States, listed in this table, are 
estimated from 11 sample of farms on the State economic area basis. Numbers of com­
mercial farms In tho United States by economic class within tJ•pcs are estimated from 
a sample of farms on the economic subregion basis. These different methods of estima­
tion explain the slight differences in numbers of cash-grain farms and of livestock 
tnrms shown for the United Statl's In this table and tables I, D, and 10. 

• Livestock other than dairy and poultry farms. 
3 Cotton farms, vegetable farms, fruit-and-nut farms, and miscellaneous farms. 

A main explanation for the shift in numbers of these two types 
of farms in this period is provided by the index numbers of prices 
received by farmers. While the index number of prices received 
for all farm products sold in the United States was practically the 
same in 1954 as in 1949, the index number of prices received for all 
crops in 1954 was 108 percent of that in 1949. Prices of feed 
grains and hay in 1954 were 116 percent of the 1949level. On the 
other hand, the index number of prices received for meat animals 
and for livestock and livestock products was 94 (1949= 100). 

In the Corn Belt, in 1954, 85.9 percent of all farms were classified 
as commercial farms compared with 69.6 percent in the United 
States (table 5). Cash-grain farms numbered 28.5 percent and 
livestock farms 35.2 percent of all Corn Belt farms. Dairy farms 
and poultry farms comprised 7 percent and 2.1 percent, respec­
tively, of the total. As with cash-grain farms and livestock farms, 
the Corn Belt had a relatively greater concentration of general 
farms than the United States as a whole. In the Corn Belt, as 

TABLE 5.-PERCENT OF FARMs IN EAcH BROAD EcoNOMIC CLAss 

AND TYPE, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND CoRN BELT: 1954 

Broad economic class and type of farm 

All farms ____________________ . __ . ______ . _____ -- ___ .. _.-

Commercial farms, totaL ____________ ---------- __ -----------
Cash-grain farms _________ . _____________________________ _ 
Livestock farms'------ _______ . _________________________ _ 
Dairy farms ____________ . _______________________________ _ 
Poultry farms ______________ . _____ --------------------- __ 
General farms _____ -------- ____ ------- ______________ .. __ _ 
Other field-crop farms ________ ------- _____ -------- ______ _ 
Other commercial farms'-, ______ ------- _________ .. ____ _ 

Other farms, totaL ______ ------ ····------·-···---Part-time farms ••. _____________________ . _______________ _ 
Residential farms _____ . ________________________________ _ 
Abnormal farms ______________ .. _______ -----------------

United 
Statos 

Percent 
100.0 

6D. 6 
11.2 
14.5 
11. 5 

3. 2 
7. 3 
7. 7 

14. 2 

30.4 
12.0 
18.4 
0.1 

Z 0.05 percent or less. 
t Livestock other than dairy and poultry farms. . 

Corn Belt 

Percent 
100.0 

(Z) 

85.0 
28.5 
35.2 

7. 0 
2.1 

12. 2 
0.3 
0.6 

14.1 
6. 7 
7.4 

• Cotton farms, vegetable farms, fruit-and-nut farms, and miscellaneous farms. 

outlined for the present study, the proportions of cash-grain and 
livestock farms are higher than in most of the individual five Corn 
Belt States. The percentage distribution of cash-grain, livestock 
and other types of farms in States of the North Central Region of 
the country is shown in table 6. 

Cash-grain farms account for 11.2 percent of all the farms in the 
United States and 49.2 percent of these are in the Corn Belt. The 
percentage of farms classified as cash-grain farms in the Corn Belt 
as a whole was higher than the proportions shown for Iowa and 

TABLE 6.-NUMBER oF ALL CoMMERCIAL FARMS, AND NUMBER 

AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SPECIFIED TYPES OF FARMS, 

IN THE UNITED STATES AND SPECIFIED STATES: 1954 

Commercial farms by type Percentage distribution 

State Total 
Total Cash- Live- Other com- Cash- Live- Other com- mer- grain stock 

mercia! grain stock t types cia! farms farms t types 
farms 

--------- ------
United States ____ 3, 327,617 537, 838 604, 636 2, 005, 143 100.0 16.2 20.0 63.0 

Ohio .. _____________ 123, 457 35,626 23,714 5D, 117 100.0 28.0 23.3 47.0 
Indiana ______ .----_ 115, 182 30, 395 36, 406 39, 2Dl 100.0 34.2 31.7 34.1 Illinois .•• __________ 147,801 6D, 2D6 43,830 34,675 100.0 46.0 20.7 23.5 Iowa _____________ ._ 178, 238 40,007 104,700 33,342 100.0 22.5 58.8 18.7 MlssourL _________ 140,307 20,465 50,821 60,021 100.0 14.6 42.6 42.8 

Minnesota _________ 146, 527 33, D56 28,040 84, 531 100.0 23.2 10.1 57.7 Wisconsin _________ 135,064 3,004 10, 327 120,833 100.0 2. 0 7. 0 80.5 
Michigan •... ______ 08, 161 21,441 10,400 66,320 100.0 21.8 10.6 67.6 

North Dakota _____ 50, 546 38,092 7, 740 12, 814 100.0 65.5 13.0 21.5 
South Dakota ______ 50,706 18,322 28,081 13, 393 100.0 30.6 47.0 22.4 
Nebraska. ___ ------ 04, 153 34.613 42, 127 17,413 100.0 36.8 44.7 18.5 
Kansas. _____ .----- 102, 526 54, 174 25, 410 22,042 100.0 52.8 24.8 22.4 

Kentucky---------- 122,784 4, 032 16,000 101, 762 100.0 4.0 13. I 82.0 

t Livestock other than dairy and poultry farms. 

TABLE 7.-NUMBER OF FARMs IN EAcH REGION OF THE CoRN 

BELT, AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION AMONG REGIONS, BY 

BRoAD EcoNOMIC CLAss AND TYPE OF FARM: 1954 

Corn Eastern Central North- West- South-
Broad economic class and ern ern ern 

type of farm Belt, Corn Corn ·Corn Corn Corn total Belt Belt Bolt Belt Belt 
---------------

Number of farms: 
All farms _______ --- __ ----- __ ---- 927,021 221,145 182,550 114,627 205,807 20:l, 603 

Commercial farms, totaL _____ 797,259 177,280 167,845 108, f>GD 186,176 157,380 
Cash-grain farms _________ -- 264,546 68,300 60,037 27,469 58,874 40,866 
Livestock farms'----------- 326,662 51,480 72,070 40.608 91, 367 71,137 
Dairy farms ________________ 64,774 18, 145 5, 661 17, 128 7, 744 16,096 
Poultry farms ______________ 10, 204 ' 0,698 2,882 2, 329 2, 538 4, 757 
General farms ______________ 113,335 27,034 17,354 20,442 24, 599 23,006 
Other field-crop farms ______ 3, 212 2,423 72 205 337 175 
Other commercial farms'-- 5, 526 2,300 760 388 717 1,352 

Other farms, totaL ___________ 130,662 43, 865 14,714 6,058· 19,721 46,304 
Part-time farms ____________ 02,017 22,352 6,970 3,170 9,161 20,364 
Residential farms ___________ 68,205 21,365 7,655 2,805 10,470 25,0~ 
Abnormal farms ____________ 440 147 89 83 00 

Percentage distribution of farms: 
22.2 22.0 All farms _______________________ 100.0 23.8 10.7 12.4 

Commercial farms, totaL ____ 100.0 22.2 21.1 13.6 23.4 19.7 
Cash-grain farms ___________ 100.0 25.8 26.1 10.4 22.3 15.4 
Livestock farms'----------- 100.0 15.8 22.1 12.4 28.0 21.8 
Dairy farms .. ~------------- 100.0 28.0 8. 7 20.4 12.0 24.8 
Poultry farms ______________ 100.0 34.9 15.0 12.1 13. 2 24.8 
General farms ______________ 100.0 24.6 15.3 18.0 21.7 20.3 
Other field-crop farms ______ 100.0 75.4 2.2 6. 4 10.5 5. 4 
Other commercial farms •-- 100.0 41.6 13.9 7. 0 13.0 24. 5 

Other farms, totaL---------- 100.0 33.6 11.3 4. 6 15.1 35.4 
Part-time farms ____________ 100.0 36.0 11.2 5.1 14.8 32.8 
Residential farms ___________ 100.0 31.3 11.2 4.1 15.4 38.0 
Abnormal farms ____________ 100.0 33.4 20.2 18.9 20.5 7.0 

1 Livostock other than dairy and poultry farms. 
' Cotton farms, vegetable farms, fruit-and-nut farms, and misc01laneous farms. 
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