
10 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION 

The breakdown of these groups by economic class gives the 
following tabulation for 1950: o 

Table 3.-CLASSIPICATION oF FARM OPERATORs BY EcoNOMIC 
CLASS AND DEGREE OP DEPENDENCE ON AGRICULTURE: 1950 

Wholld. 
Partly dependent 

depon • 
on llgl'iou.lture 

l~conomlo olnss 'l'otul ent on Unolassl-
llgt·Jcul· .A.grlcnl· Nonagt·l· fled 

turo turo culture 
m11]or nm]or 
SO\Il'CO source 

------------
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

.A.Ill11rms ••••••••••••••••• 100.0 38.0 27.1 30.2 4. 7 

Oommercl11ll11rms .••••.•••••••• 100.0 50.5 34.7 9.6 5.2 
Olnssos I 11nd II ............ 100.0 66.4 34.0 3.6 7.0 
Olnss III. •••.••••••••••••.• 100.0 53.4 36.7 4. 7 5.2 
Olnss IV .••••••••••••••••••• 100.0 40.1 36.2 10.6 4.1 
011188 v ····-·····-······--·· 100.0 41.7 32.6 21.0 4.8 
Olnss VL •••.•••.•••••••..•• 100.0 67.3 34.2 3.0 5.5 

Other !arms •••.•••••.••••••..•• 100.0 8.0 8.6 79.8 3.6 
Part-time 11nd abnormaL ..• 100.0 1.2 7.4 00.0 1. 4 
UosldontiiiL .• ___ ------ •••.• 100.0 12.6 9. 3 73.1 5.1 

The relative proportion in the Census classes did not change 
greatly between 1950 and 1954. Although data indicating degree 
of dependence on agriculture among the partly dependent groups 
are not available, the inference is that the most significant change 
is a general increase in income from nonagricultural sources. 

Implications to agriculture and to the general economy.-The 
total number of farms listed by the Census has declined at each 
enumeration since 1929 (excluding 1935 when a different definition 
was used). Meanwhile the number of part-time (Class VII) and 
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resideutia;l (Class VIII) fartns almost doubled in 20 years from 
1929 to 1949. Between 1949 and 1954 the number of part-time. 
farms declined, whereas the percentage of operators working off 
their farms 100 days or more increased and the percentage of 
farm families with income from off-farm sources exceeding income 
from fartn sales also increased. The trend toward more off-farxn 
income and employment is particularly marked in the case of the 
commercial farms of higher income. Suggested inferences or hy
potheses are (1) that in all. major regions of the United States 
opportunities of farm families for off-farm work and income have 
imp1•oved over the last 25 years, especially since 1949, (2) that a 
progressively smaller percentage of the "farm population" is 
wholly dependent, or largely dependent, on agriculture as a source 
of income, and (S) that further opportunities in off-farm employ
ment and income will mean a smaller number and proportion of 
farm families who depend wholly on agriculture. 

Table 4.-DISTRIBUTION OP FARMs BY EcoNOMIC CtAss AND 
PERCENT CHANGE, POR THE UNITED STATES: CBNSUSBS OP 
1950 AND 1954 

NmnbOI' or !arms Percent dlstrlbu- Percent 
(000) tlon change 

l~oonomlo olnss 

1950 1954 1969 1954 1960 to 
1951 

------------
United Stt\tos •••••.•.•.•.• 6,379 4,783 100.0 100.0 -10.2 --- ---------

Class!. .•.•••••.•.••.•.•••.•••.. 103 134 l.ll 2.8 +30.1 
Class II. ••••••••• -----------·--- 381 449 7.1 9.4 +17.8 
Olnss III. •••••••.•.••..••...•••• 721 707 13.4 14.8 -2.0 
Olass IV •••••• ·--·--------·-···. 882 812 16.4 17.0 -8.0 
CIIISS V---··-·--··--··------·--· DOl 768 16.8 16.0 -16.4 
Olnss VL •••••••.•••••••.•••.••• 717 462 13.3 9.7 -36.6 
Part-time ~Cinss VII>-----·--·-· 639 575 11.0 12.0 -10.0 
Rosldontln (Class VIII) •....... 1,02~ 878 lll.l 18.4 -14.8 
.A.bnormo.l. ••••••••••••••.•••••.. 3 .1 .1 -26.0 
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