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Tenure of operator..—QOn Class I and Class II farms, the pro-

portion of tenancy increased. This may indicate that many of
the younger farmers are renting their land and equipment, and
using any cash reserves to increase the scope of their operations
rather than investing in ownership. Increasing ownership among
the smaller economic classes of farms is associated with the overall
declineé in tenancy, particularly among croppers on cotton and
tobacco farms. Also, an increasing proportion of the smallest
economic classes of farms are probably serving as retirement
units for elderly persons who own their farms. Three-fourths
of the Class VI farms were owned, in full or in. part, in-1954.
This is the highest proportion for any economic class except
Class 1.~ : :
* There was an increase in the proportion of operators that were
full and part owners for each type of farm. In general, this in-
crease ‘was smallest among types already predominantly owner
operated. On the other hand, cotton and other field-crop farms—
types that have a relatively high proportion of tenant opera-
tors—showed only small increases in farms operated by owners
and part owners. :

Offi-farm work and other income.—The proportion of com-
mercial farm operators working off their farms 100 or more days
‘and those laving a family income from off-farm sources exceeding
thé value of farm salées, increased substantially between 1950 and

1954. These increases took place among each economic class,
except Class I, and for each type of farm. A much higher propor-
tion of the operators on the smaller economic classes worked off
the farm and had a greater off-farm income than sales from the
farm.

The types of farms differ considerably in respect to the propor-
tions of each type that reported 100 or more days of off-farm
work and other income exceeding sales. For example, approxi-
mately a fourth of the fruit-and-nut and poultry farms reported
these items compared with less than 10 percent of the cotton
and other field-crop farms.

Residence of farm operator.—Virtually all (94 percent) of the
farm operators live on the farms they operate. The proportion
of nonresident landlords is highest among Class I farms, about 15
percent. The smaller economic classes show small difference in
respect to residence, having only about 5 percent nonresident
operators. By type of farm, the proportion of nonresident
operators ranges from a high of 15 percent on fruit-and-nut
farms to a low of 2 to 3 percent on dairy, poultry, and general
livestock farms,

Nonresident operators increased between 1950 and 1954 among
each economic class except .Class I and among each of the types
of farms,
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