30 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION

Residence of farm operators.—Most farm families live on the
farm they operate. In 1954, only 6 percent of all commereial
farm operators reported that they did not live on the farm (see
table 16). The highest proportions of nonresident operators were
on fruit-and-nut farms (15 percent), vegetable farms (12 percent),
and cash-grain farms (11 percent). The lowest proportions of
nonresident operators were on dairy, poultry, and general farms.

TasLe 16.—PercenT oF NonresipENT OPERATORS FOR 'T'YPE OF
Farm By Economic Curass, ror Tae Unitep StaTes: 1954

Economic class of farm
Type of farm . Total
1 | fjmlw| v |vr

All commeroial farms__.__.__... 62116561 70| 6.6 | 58| 61| 46
Cash-grain_ ..o o Li.... 1.0} 16,21 0.0 9.0 ;1211142 1L6
Cotbon.. o eiicicaaan 65101230132} 77| 47 40 3.8
Other fleld-crop. o oo oo 5.2 180 7.2 | 3.9 4.1 57| &5
Vegetablo . oo oo ccimcans 12.2 11 33.8 [ 14.6 | 10.1 9.21 91 6.0
15.6 4 21.1 | 16.9 | 17.2 | 15.4 { 18.2 | &.4
2.3 7.7 385] 22| 19 2.0 L7
2.9 8.2 33 261 26 22 16
69122 6.2} 58| 70| 8b | 52

General:
Primarily erop___....._._. e 884222 9.2| 78| 74| 87| 84
Primarily livestoc - 1.7 6.7 22| 1.8} 041 L5} 1.4
Crop and livestock.. - 2.9 9.4 3.4 26| 291! 26| 2.2
Miscellaneous. - oo crocarccccmaanaan 11| 240|153 11,61 9.8 70| 490

Tasre 17.—OreraTorRs Working Orr THE FaArM 100 or More -
Davs as PercentaGE oF OPERATORS REPORTING As TO Orr-
FARM WOoRK, rOR Eacr Tyre or Farm, By Economic Crass,
ror THE UNITED STATEs: 1954

Economic class of farm
Type of farm Total

I Ir | IIry w vV | VI

All commercial farms.____._..__ 13.3 80| 7.6 10.41{16.5

Cash-grain. 15.0 4.9 561 091211

Cotton_.__ 7.9 73] 93] 9.8 9.5

Other Beld: 854 80| 7.2{ 611 7.7

Vegstable. _ 154 81 9.7)]14.6]23.2

27.9 | 18.3 | 10.2 | 28.9 ) 37.4

14.4 83| 68100182

24,7 {1 145 20.2 | 26.8 | 36.5

13.7 6.1 63| 86| 184

Goneral:

Primarily erop. - ooooooceiiaecioe 16.0 82! 7.90(11.6|17.8[30.4 (...
Primarily Hvestock.... 10,1 | 10.0f 50 6.6 11.3]19.8 ...
Crop and livestock.. .. 10.3 51| 45| 66122208 [ ...
Miscellansous. .« ..o iceacocomaaooan 23,0 || 10.2 { 17.0 | 22.7 | 32.8 | 41.4 |..._.

TasLe 18.—PercentaGE OF FarMs With Otner IncoMz
Greater THAN THE VALue or Farm Propucrts Sorp, ror
Eacu Tyre or FarM, sy Economic Crass, FOR THE UNITED
SraTes: 1954

Among operators of each type of farm the proportion of non-
residence was higher for Class I farms than for the smaller economic
classes. Except for Class I, however, there is no strong relation-
ship between residence of the operator and the value of farm sales.

A substantially higher proportion of the farmers on Class I
farms lived away from their farms, where the major source of
farm sales was from crops. A third of the operators of Class I
vegetable farms and approximately a fifth of those on Class I
cotton farms, other field-crop farms, fruit-and-nut farms, and
general farms did not live on their farms in 1954, On Class I
dairy and poultry farms, for example, only about 8 percent of
the operators were nonresidents.

Work off the farm and other income.—The proportion of farm
operators working off their farms 100 or more days, or reporting
that family income from nonfarm sources exceeded the value of
farm sales, was greater among the smaller ccoriomic classes of
farms (see tables 17 and 18). These proportions were lowest
among cotton and other field-crop farms and highest among
fruit-and-nut and - poultry farms. Fruit-and-nut farms also
reported the highest proportion of nonresident operators and
poultry farms were among the lowest.

Approximately half of the operators of Class V fruit-and-nut

farms and two-fifths of those on poultry farms worked off their
farms 100 or more days or had other income that exceeded farm
sales. In contrast, only a tenth of the cotton and other field-crop
farms so reported. '
" Age of operator.—The median age of operator increased with
decreasing size (as measured by gross sales of farm products)
for cachtype of farm (see table 19)." On several types (cash-grain,
dairy, other livestock, and general farms) the operators of Class I
farms were older than those of Class II farms. The median age
of Class VI farm operators was over 65 years on poultry farms and
nearly 65 years on fruit-and-nut and general livestock farms.

Economic class of farm
Typs of farm Total
I I;rj x| iv vV | VI
All commercial farms.__..._.____ 10.8 4.6 44| 6.4
10.4 1L9] 22| 4.6
6.3 2.8 441 58
6.5 3.1 2.91 3.4
Vegetable_ . 13.7 4.5} 6.4110.7
Fruit-end-nut 26.1 711132 | 4.1
i 10.1 5.4| 3.6 4.8
- —— 23.3 9.8116.0 | 265.7
Livestock other than dairy and poul-
L7 o2 RN 12.4}] 42| 34| 63
General:
Primarily erop . - coceeceeoaeees 14.9 3.9 5.2 79115610329 |-acue
Primarily livestock 7.7 7.81 1.9} 28] 80 19.6 |_...
Crop and livestock. ... 8.8 4.1} 20| 88| 9.8(2L.6 |.....
Miscollaneous. -« o cceooeoononcmanaos 23.6 7.5 ] 147 1209|327 486 |.nann

Tasre 19.—Mzpian Ace or OperRATOR FOR TYPE OF FARM BY
Economic Crass, ror THE UNiTED STATES: 1954

Economie class of farm
Type of farm Total
I II § III | 1Iv vV | VI
All commercial farms 49.0 {1 45.6 | 45.2 { 46.5 | 48.5 | 50.3 | 58.0
Cash-grain. ..o 47.3 1| 44.0 | 43.0 | 45.6 1 49.0 [ 50.6 | 59.6
Cotton..._.... 47.3 |1 43.2 | 44.9 ) 46.8 | 46.1 | 46.4 | 61.¢
Other field-crop. 46.2 1| 44.8 | 44.1 | 44.3 1 43.8 [ 48.4 | 54.2
Vogetable ool 50.3 |} 44.8 | 47.0 | 47.9 | 50.1 | 5L.6 | 57.3
Fruit-and-nut. 54.8 |) 50.6 | 52.5 | 54.3 | B85.7 | 68.5 | 63.4
Y v " 40.0 | 47.1 | 45.8 | 45.6 [ 48.6 | 52.0 | 61.2
Poultry 53.9 || 45.7 | 47.7 | 560.4 | 53.3 | 67.0 | G5+
Livestock other than dairy and
2010313 o 51.0 || 45.6 | 45.1 | 48.0 | 51.5 | 63.9'| 61.2
General:
Primarily erop.-occocoiiaaiooooos 9.2 || 46.3 .0 7.7 | 50.7 | 69.4
Primarily livestock.. | 50.9 || 40.3 | 43.1 | 45.2 | 50.7 | 56.2 | 64.8
Crop and livestock.. .| 48.7 |1 45.7|43.6 [ 45.2|49.2 63.0 | 60.0
Miscellaneous c oo oo cncnan 53.5 || 650.0 | 50.4 | 51.0 | 52.4 |'54.6 | 61.9
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