34 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION

TasLe 23.—Crass oF Work Power: PercENTAGE DisTrRIBUTION OF FaRMs BY TyYPE aND BY Sercrriep Economic CLAssEs, FOR THE
Unirep StaTes: 1954

Econonle olass of
. e . farm
Percentage dlstribution by type of farm Total
I |II, II1,{V and
and IV| VI
Total all typPes. oo ceacaamaans 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules -] 14.9 6.9 9.1 25.1
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or mules. ..ooo-a._. 14.0 2.8 6.3 27.0
Tractor and horses andfor mules. . .| 25.8| 36.3| 20.56| 18.7
Tractor and no horses or MUles. .ooco o coocunomonacncanas 46.3 | 54.5 | 56.1 | 28.5
Cash-~grain. .. ._._._.._._.__ 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules___... R 6.3 L5 3.9 | 1586
No tractor, and 1 or more herses and/or mul 2.0 0.4 0.8 6.3
Tractor and horses and/or mules 2201 37.9| 22.56( 17.4
Tractor and no horses or mules_. 60.7] 60.1 ]| 728 | 60.7
Cottom. ..o o 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules__.._.._......._. 20.3 1.7 224 34.7
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or mul 20.1 0.41 12,7 | 40.1
Practor and horses and/or mules 16.9 | 37.1| 224 11.0
Tractor and no horses or mules.. 25,7 60.8| 42.5| 14.1
Other field-crops 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules 23.3 1.8 17.6 | 20.4
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/o: 32.8 .61 23.7| 424
Tractor and horses and/or mules.. 26.1 | 321 3.2 17.2
Tractor and no horses or mules.... 17.8 | 64.6 1 23.5| 1.0
Vegetable .o e -] 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules. ..o 14.0 2.8 8.41 24.2
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/er mul 11.2 L0 4.6 22.2
Tractor and horses and/or mules. . .uavocaea-- 19.7 | 4.2 22.2| 162
Tractor and no horses or MUles. ..o coomooocomanae- 66.1{ 72.0 | 64.8| 383
Fruit-and-nut 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules_.__.......____. 28.8 9.8 271 41.4
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or mt 5.5 0.7 3.2 127
Tractor and horses and/or mules________..... 10.56 | 17.1 | 10.3 7.
Tractor and no horses or mules. 56.1 | 72,4 59.4| 38
Dairy. 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.
No tractor, horses or mules..____._...__._.__ 8.5 6.8 3.1 15
No tractor, and 1 or more horges and/or mul 8.1 2.0 3.8 19
Tractor and horses and/or mules..._.c...—_ 20,4 | 39.2} 3.7} 23
Tractor and no horses or MuleS.uacvaeanane [, 55.9 [ 62.1 | 6L4| 42

OIS O

Economle class of

farm
Percoentage distrlbution by type offarm Total
I |1, IIL,|Vand
andIV| VI
POUIY . e o cremmm e e mm e e ————— 3 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules 41,9 | 30. 38.65 | 49.5

No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or mules...

Tractor and horses and/or mules....omeeecancn 11.0 ] 16.3 | 12.3 7.9
Tractor and no horses or mules 36.8| 48.9| 30.0| 28.1
Livestock, other than dairy or poultry. 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules. . -] 88 2.3 4.1 | 180
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or mules.. 10.7 4.4 4.8 | 22.1
Tractor and horses and/or mules 35,0 40.0| 38.9 ] 283
Tractor and no horses or mules... 4.6 | 44.3 | 62.2| 3815
General, primarily orop. ..o cceviccacoauan 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules........._.. 2.0 6.4} 183
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or 0.4 6.8 | 23.8
Tractor and horses and/or mules 38.0| 34.6( 21.2
Tractor and no horses or mules... 59,7 | 622 307
General, primarily livestock.. 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
No tractor, horses or mules.. 2.b 27| 12,9
No tractor, and 1 or more h 0.3 43| 19.6
Tractor and horses and/or mules 34.3 | 20.6| 26.9
Tractor and no horses or mules... 62.8 | 63.41( 40.6
General, crop and livestook.... 100.0 | 10 101

No tractor, horses or mules...........
No tractor, and 1 or more horses andl/
Tractor and horses and/or mules,
Tractor and no horses or mules...

Miscellaneous. ... ....o......
No tractor, 1xorses or mules. ...-cocceoeuvamn--
No tractor, and 1 or more horses and/or mules
Tractor and horses and/or mules
Tractor and no horses or mules. ...

Class of Work Power

Some indication of the level of mechanization practiced by
types and economic classes of farms may be gained from data en
class of work power. Tractors are more common to some parts
~of commercial agriculbure than others and there remains con-
siderable difference in the extent to which they now constitute
the sole source of power.

“Horseless farming’” is much more a reality on cash-grain
farms than most other types (see table 23). Three-fifths of even

the smaller economic classes of farms reported a tractor and no-

horses or mules. )

In general, Class I farms of each type are highly dependent
on tractors as the only source of power. The same is true for
Classes II through IV for several types; namcly, cash-grain,
vegetable, fruit-and-nut, dairy, and gencral farms.

Many of the smaller economic classes of farms had neither
tractors nor work stock. This was most common on fruit-and-nut
farms and poultry farms. It was also common on cotton and
other field-crop farms, largely influenced by the fairly high pro-

portion of cropper operators included in the smaller economic
classes.

For several types of farms, cash-grain, dairy, other livestock,
general livestock, and general crop and livestock farms, a higher
proportion of the farms in Classes IT through IV than in Class I
reported tractors and no work stock.

Land in Farms

Of the total land area in the United States, encompassing about
3 million square miles, 60.8 percent is in farms. In 1954, the
land in farms totaled 1,158 million acres of which 1,032.5 million
acres, or 89 percent, was in cominercial farms.

Nearly half of the land in commercial farms was in livestock
farms and about a fifth was in cash-grain farms (see table 24).
These two types, which comprise 37 percent of the commercial
farm numbers, accounted for more than two-thirds of the land
in commercial farms in 1954. If general livestock and general
crop and livestock farms are included, the proportion of the land
in farms of the livestock and cash-grain types exceeds three-fourths
of the land in all commercial farms.
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