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The average acreage per farm, however, tends to conceal the
extreme variations in acreage that exist within each economic
class. Table 27 shows the frequency distribution of the number
of farms grouped by acreage size for each type of farm by economic
class. Although the average acreage of land for Class I farms was
more than 1,000 acres for cash-grain, cotton, livestock, general
crop, and general crop and livestock farms, most of the farms are
considerably smaller. More than half of the Class I farms in
each of these types have from 220 to 999 acres. A majority of
Class I vegetable and fruit-and-nut farms have less than 220
acres, and more than half of the Class I poultry farms have less
than 100 acres. Half of the Class I farms of under 10 acres were
poultry farms in 1954. Nearly half of the Class I farms of 1,000
or more acres were livestock farms and almost a third were cash-
grain farms.

Among farms in the median range in value of produets sold
(Classes II, IIT, and IV), certain acreage-size groups tend to pre-
dominate. Most of the cash-grain, livestock, and general farms
in Classes II, III, and IV, are in the groups between 100 and 500

acres. Cotton and other field-crop farms are heavily concentrated
in the acreage-size groups between 10 and 220 acres. Over half
of the dairy farms fall in the size group between 100 and 220 acres,
while a majority of poultry and fruit-and-nut farms have less than
50 acres.

A higher proportion of Economic Classes V and VI are in the
smaller acreage groups for each type of farm. However, the
relationship between acreage and value of sales is not so direct as
might be expected. For each type of farm, except cash-grain
farms, the modal acreage-size group (the one containing the largest
number of farms) is the same for Class V and VI farms as for
Classes II, III, and IV. This indicates the wide variation in the
quality of land and the proportion that is suitable for growing
crops and grasses even among farms of basically the same type of
farming. It is also related to differences in the extent to which
these groups of farmers have taken advantage of new techniques
that are aimed to increase yields per crop acre and per animal
unit.
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Number of farms by type
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