38 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION

Value of Land and Buildings

Differences in the land—its quality, productiveness, and loca-
tion, the proportion suitable for erops, and the improvements made
to the land—are reflected in the average values per acre. Table 32
shows the average value of land and buildings per acre for cach
type of farm by economis class. The highest value per acre for
any type of farm is for fruit-and-nut farms. This is true when
comparison is made within each economic class. TRelatively high
values per acre are also shown for vegetable farms and poultry
farms,

TABLE 32.—AVERAGE VALUE PER ACRE Or LAND AND BUILDINGS
ror Bacu Tyre or Commerciar Farwm, sy Economic Crass,
roR THE Unitep StaTes: 1954

Economic class of farm
Type of farm Total

Other fleld-crop.. -
Vegetable. ..o oo ool

Geperal:
Primarly cropoaeeeeeccceeennan 3 5 A 96,71 | 88.46 | 85.70 | 65.14
Primarily livesteck
Crop and livestock .| 98, . X

Miscellaneous - oeococnooaoaun. 3 3 102 25 0 28 | 84.19 | 61.39

On fruit-and-nut farms the land value reflects the substantial
investment in orchards, vineyards, and planted nut trees. Both
fruit-and-nut and vegetable farms are highly speocialized types
which require fairly exaocting soil and climatio conditions. Many
are in areas that have access to irrigation and irrigation facilities.
Water rights tend to be reflected in land values. Many vegetable
farms are in low-lying tracts that have been reclaimed and drained
at considerable expense per acre. Poultry farms reflect the large
investment in buildings, to house and care for laying héns and
broilers, associated with & relatively small acreage.

The lowest values per acre are found on livestook farms. These
values are influenced by the large number of cattle ranches in
semiarid western regions which have large acreages with a low
carrying capacity per animal unit.

Values per acre tend to decrease with decreasing size as measured
by gross sales. The exception is noticeable among Class I farms.
For about half of the types, the values per acre on Class IT farms
exceed those on Class I farms.

The distribution of the value of land and buildings among types
of farms is more nearly equal than the distribution by economic
class, for there is a tendency for types of farms with smaller
acreage requirements to have land of higher value (see table 33).
But within each type of farm a greater concentration of value
than of acreage is shown for the larger economic classes.

The average value of land and buildings per commercial farm
was greatest on cash-grain and fruit-and-nut farms and lowest on
cotton, other field-crop, and poultry farms (see table 34). On
each type of farm the average value of land and buildings per farm
increases directly with increasing size of farm as measured by gross
sales. 'The range of value is from less than $10,000 per farm on
Clags VI farms to more than $100,000 per farm on Class I farms.
But among farms in each economic class there are considerable
differences in value.

TaBLE 33.-—PerceNT DisTRIBUTION OF VALUE oF LAND AND BuiLbings By Type anp Economic Crass or COMMERCIAL
Farms, ror THE UNITED STATES: 1954

Economic class of farm
Typo of farm Total
I II I v v VI
Percent distribution in each type of farm by economic class:
All commmeroial farms 100.0 22.2 27.4 23.2 16.1 8.8 3.3
ash-grain... ... 100.0 17.1 34.8 27.6 13.4 5.6 1.4
Cotton....cocvoamnan 100.0 37.1 18,0 13.5 13.9 1.9 5.5
Other field-crop.......... 100.0 16.8 14,0 19.9 2.7 17.1 6.6
Vegetable. ... e cme e mrmde e meme e cvemase o emaemeeeeoaae 100.0 54.6 16. 4 10.9 8.4 6.1 3.6
100.0 45.0 22.4 19.9 0.6 7.1 2.0
100.0 11.2 26.8 30.8 19.4 8.0 2.8
100. 0 21.5 25,2 ©18.2 14.3 12,7 8.0
100.0 24,2 28.5 2.0 13.5 8.9 3.8
General:
PrHRATIlY CrOP. oo s 100. 0 30.7 23.5 17.8 13.9 10.8 3.7
Primari} nvestock... 100.0 4.5 22.1 33.1 2%.1 12.4 3.8
Crop and livestock. 100.0 8.9 27.9 31.6 20,4 9.1 2.1
MUSCBHATIEOUS . - o oo i cni s mmmamemmammedeamneve e s e e 100.0 38.6 22.7 13.2 11 10.3 4.1
Percent distribution in each aconomic class of farm by type:

All commereial f8rIIS. oo oo oo oo 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
h-grain ........... oo mem—mmmememe e an 23.3 18.0 20, 4 27.8 20.9 15.0 10.3
...................... 8.0 13. g g 3 :4; g ;2 lé. g 1§. g

Othor ﬂeld-cro ...... 4.5 3. 2 3 8 3 .
Vegetable_..... I.) .............. 1.3 3.4 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.9 L5
~gnd-nut.._... 4.2 9,0 3.5 2.5 2.8 3.3 2.8
I‘rau&g’?l_t-iftl-t 13.2 6.6 12.9 17. 4 16.9 13.3 10.9
Poultry.. oo 2.5 2.6 2.3 1.8 2.2 3.4 5.7
Livestock other than dairy and pPoultry . o e e nneeeae 31 36.1 32.5 28.1 7.3 30.6 35.2

1

Gen%‘ri;marﬂy CIOD et c o cwmmemm e csamteemcamm—mbomeaamaemmemmmsmeocmemoenoaann 2.7 3.7 2.3 2.0 2.5 3.3 3.0
Primarily livestock. 1.6 0.3 1.3 2.2 2.5 2.1 i Z
Crop and iivestock. 6.3 2.5 6.8 8.5 8.5 8.5 1

Miscellaneous. ..o ooooceononoo e e e e am e Amamm——mmme o a 1.2 2.2 Lo 0.7 0.9 1.4 1.
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