
46 FARMERS AND FARM PRODUCTION 

Cash wages.-The expenditure for hired labor amounted to 
$764 for the average commercial farm in 1955 and comprised 
about a tenth of the total farm expenses. Cash wages were a 
much more important expense on some types of farms than others. 
In general, cash-grain farms and types of farms having a major 
source of income from livestock products had relatively small 
expense for hired labor, amounting to 7 percent or less of the total 
expenses. (See table 45.) On farms with a major source of 
income from crops (except cash-grain farms) cash wages ra,nged 
from nearly a fifth to a fourth or more of the total farm expenses. 

The farm expenses have been tabulated into two economic 
class groups-Classes I and II, which combine all farms with sales 
of farm products valued at $10,000 or more, and Classes III, IV, 
V, and VI, a combination of commercial farms that had sales of 
farm products valued at less than $10,000. 

Cash wages comprised a higher proportion of total expenses 
on the larger economic classes of farms than on the smaller 
classes-14 percent and 7 percent, respectively, for all types taken 
together. A similar relationship existed between the two size 
groups for each type individually. 

TABLE 45.--CAsH FARM ExPENDITURES As A PERCENTAGE OF ToTAL FARM ExPENDITURES, BY TYPE OF FARM, BY EcoNOMic CLASS oP 
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Cash J~i~~-~~~~~~:~~~~:~::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Machine hire and customwork-------------------------------------
L!vcstock and poultry purchased----------------------------------
·Feed for livestock and poultrY--------------------------------------

Seeds, plants, and. trees.-------------------------------------------Commercial fert!li~er and liming materials. ________________________ _ 
Petroleum products, farm business share'-------------------------
Repair and other· operating costs for motor vehicles and farm ma-

chinery •- _______ ------------------------------------------------ _ Marketing costs •. _________________________________________________ _ 

Miscellaneous current operating expense, not Included elsewhere'--_ 
Property taxes, farm business share'-------------------------------
Interest, farm ouslness share'- ____ ---------------------------------
Construction and land Improvement'-----------------------------
Purchase of motor vehicles, farm machh1ery and equipment'-------

CLASSES I AND II 

Total oxpondltures ... ___ --------- _ ------------- ______________ _ 
Cash wages _________ ----------------------- __________ -------- ______ _ 
Machine hire and customwork.-------------------------------------Livestock and pO\Iltry purchased __________________________________ _ 
Feed for livestock and poultry. _____________ ------------------------

Seeds, plants, and trees ___ ----------- ___ -------------- ____________ . 
Oommcrelal fertilizer and limh1g materials _______ ------- ___________ . 
Petroleum products, farm business share'--------------------------
R~~f:rera;i~ ~~~~~- ~~-o_r-~t-1~-~ _c_o_s_t~- f~~ -~-o~~~ _':~~=~1-e~- ~~~ _ ~~~~~~- ~~~---
Markethlg costs .. --------- ___ --------------------------------------

Miscellaneous current operating expense, not Included elsewhere'-
Property taxes, fm'm business share'-------------------------------
Interest, farm ous!ness share '- -------------------------------- ____ _ 
Construction and land Improvement'-----------------------------
Purchase of motor vehicles, farm machinery and equipment'-------

CLASSES III THROUGH VI 

Cash .J~i!!.~~~-e~~~~~~~~-~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Machine hire and customwork.------------------------------------
Livestock and poultry purchased----------------------------------
Feed for livestock and poultrY--------------------------------------

Seeds, plants, and trees-------------------------------------------
Commercial fertll!zer and liming materials-------------------------
Petroleum products, farm business share'-------------------------
Repair and other operating. costs for motor vehicles and farm ma-chinery 2 ____ . ______ -------- __________________________ ----- ______ _ 

Marketing costs. ______ -------- _________ --_--_------------- __ --- __ --

Miscellaneous current operating expense, not Included elsewhere._ 
·Property taxesJ farm business share'------------------------------
Interest, farm ous1ness share'-------------------------------------
Construction and land lnlprovement 8-----------------------------
Purchase of motor vehicles, farm machinery and equipment'-------
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' Includes rep~;~lrs, replacement parts, accessories, registration fees and Insurance on vehicles. Includes expenditures attributable to uses other than farm business. . 
a Medicine, disinfectants, pesticides, electricity, telephone service, !nsnranoe, hand tools, and miscellaneous farm business expenses (management services, recordkceplng, legal 

fees, advertising expenses, etc.), 
• Includes some property taxes on fmnlture and other household goods attributable to family living expenses. 
' Includes Interest on debt contracted for family living expenses. 
e Excludes expenditures by landlords1 excludes expenditures for construction and repair of operator's dwelling except for multl-unl.t tenant farms, 
1 Purchase cost minus value of trade-m and sales. Includes expenditures attributable to uses other than farm business. 
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