
8 GENERAL REPORT 

TABLE 4.-ALL LAND IN FARMs AND SPECIFIED UsEs OF LAND, FOR THE UNITED STATES: CENsusEs OF 1850 TO 1954 
[Figures for regions, dlvlslons, and States ln Tables 9 to 22] 

Farms reporting Acres 
------------------- ------------

Increase or decrease lnCJ'CUSC or decrease Average 
Item and year (-) from preced- Percent of s-) from preceding 

Number Percent lng Census 'l'otal all hmd ln ensus 
of all -------- farms ---------- Per farm Per farm 
farms (based on reporting 

Number Percent Number Percent all farms) 
--------------------- -------------- -----· --------·-- ------------

All land in farms ________________________ ... 1954. _ 4, 782, 416 100.0 -599,746 -11. 1 I, 158, 191, 511 100.0 -374,341 (Z) 242.2 242. 
1950 .. 5, 382, 162 100.0 -477,007 -8.1 1, 158,565,852 100.0 16, 950,488 1.5 215.3 215. 
1945 .. 5, 859, 169 100.0 -237,630 -3.9 I, 141,615,364 100.0 80,762,990 7. 6 194. 8 194. 
1940 .. 6, 096,799 100.0 -715,551 -10.5 I, 060,852,374 100.0 6, 337,263 0. 6 174.0 174. 
1935 .. 6, 812,350 100.0 523,702 8. 3 I, 0~4, 515, Ill 100.0 67,744,095 6. 9 154.8 154. 

1930 .. 6, 288,648 100.0 -82,992 -1.3 986, 771, 016 100.0 62, 451, 664 6. 8 !56. 9 156. 
1925 .. 6, 371, 640 100.0 -76,703 -1.2 924,319,352 100.0 -31,564,363 -3.3 145. 1 145. 
I 920 .. 6, 448,343 100.0 86,841 1.4 955, 883, 715 100.0 77,085,390 8. 8 148.2 148. 
1910 .. 6, 361, 502 100.0 624, 130 10.9 878, 798, 325 100.0 40, 206, 551 4. 8 !38. I 138. 
1900 .. 5, 737,372 100.0 I, 172,731 25.7 838,591,774 100.0 215,373, 155 34. Q 146.2 146. 

1890 __ 4, 564, 641 100. 0 555, 734 13.9 623,218,619 100.0 87, !36, 784 16.3 136. 5 136. 
!880 __ 4, 008,907 100.0 I, 348, 922 50. 7 536, 081,835 100.0 128, 346, 794 31. 5 !33. 7 133. 
1870.- 2, 659, 985 100.0 615,908 30. I 407, 735,041 100.0 522, 503 0.1 153.3 !53. 
1860 .. 2, 044, 077 100.0 595,004 41.1 407, 212, 538 100.0 113, 65!, 024 38.7 !99. 2 !99. 
1850 .. I, 449,073 100.0 ------------ --------- 293, 560, 614 100.0 -------------- --------- 202.6 202. 

====---= == == ---== ==-
Cropland harvested '-- ____________ -- __ ---- .. _____ 1954 .. 4, 104,241 85.8 -630, !57 -13.3 332, 870, 479 28.7 -II, 528,101 -3.3 69.6 81. 

1949 .. 4, 734,398 88.0 -629,092 -II. 7 344, 398, 550 20.7 -8,467. 215 -2.4 64.0 72. 
1944 .. 5, 363,490 01. 5 -349,765 -6.1 352, 865, 765 30.9 31' 623, 335 9. 8 60.2 65. 
1039 .. 5, 713,255 93.7 -655,933 -10.3 321' 242, 430 30.3 25, 618, 254 8. 7 52. 7 56. 
1034 .. 6, 369, 188 93.5 407,496 6. 8 295, 624, 176 28.0 -63,617, 915 -17.7 43.4 46. 
1929 .. 5, 061,692 94.8 (NA) (NA) 359, 242, 091 36.4 14,692,824 4. 3 57.1 60. 

1924 .. (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 344, 549, 267 37.3 -3,999,282 -1.1 .54. 1 
INA) 1919 .. iNA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 348, 603, 729 36.5 37,310,347 12.0 54. I NA) 

1909 .. NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 311,293,382 35.4 28,075, 102 9. 9 48.9 NA) 
1899 .. (NA) (NA) iNA) (NA) 283, 218, 280 33.8 63, 512, 716 28.9 49.4 NA) 
1889 .. (NA) iNA) NA) (NA) 219, 705, 564 35.3 53, 5!8, 980 32.2 48. 1 NA) 
1879 .. (NA) NA) ------------ --------- 166, 186, 584 31.0 ---.----------- --------- 41.5 (NA) 

Cropland pastured: 
---------------.1054 .. I, 842, 661 38.5 -272,330 -12.9 66,069,838 5. 7 -3,262,006 Cropland used only for pasture -4.7 13.8 35. 

1949 .. 2, 115,000 39.3 2 470,465 2 28.6 69, 331,844 6. 0 2 21, 882, 660 2 46. 1 12.9 32. 
Cropland used only for pasture plowed 

1, 644, 535 28. 1 2-1,646,052 47, 449, 184 2-83, 930,756 Pl~~~/Re 7pi;~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: l~~t: 
2-50.0 4. 2 2-63.9 8. 1 28. 

3, 290, 587 54.0 425,793 14.9 131, 379, 940 12. 4 32,800,902 33. 3 21. 5 39. 
1934.- 2, 864,794 42. 1 159, 818 5. 9 98, 579,038 9. 3 -10, 580, 876 -9.7 14. 5 34. 
1029 .. 2, 704, 976 43.0 140,457 5. 5 109, 159, 914 II. 1 -4,407, 584 -3.0 17. 4 40. 
1924 .. 2, 564, 519 40.2 ------------ --------- 113, 567, 498 12.3 -------------- --------- 17.8 44. 

Cropland not harvested and not pastured ____ --- 1954 __ 1, 289, 674 27.0 -262,538 -16.9 60,708,644 5. 2 -3,398,900 -5.3 12.7 47. 
1949 .. !, 552,212 28.8 (NA) (NA) 64, 107, 544 5. 5 13, 728, 267 27.2 11.9 41. 
1944 __ (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 50,379,277 4. 4 -27, 129, 396 -35.0 8. 6 (NA) 
1939 .. (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 77,598,673 7. 3 -42, 202, 082 -35.3 12.7 (NAl 
1934 .. iNA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 119,710,755 11.4 65, 716, 956 121.7 17.6 (NA) 
102'J.. NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 53,993, 799 5. 5 7, 083, 164 15. 1 8. 6 (NAJ 
1924.- (NA) (NA) ------------ --------- 46, 910, 635 5, I -------------- --------- 7. 4 (NA) 

Cultivated summer fallow '-- .. ________________ .1954 .. 214, 411 18.2 7, 370 3. 6 28, 631, 403 4. 1 3, 016, 860 11.8 24.3 133. 
1949 .. 207,041 15.9 (NA) (NA) 25, 614, 543 3. 7 (NA) (NA) 19. 6 123. 

W lth no cropland harvested '---- ______ ------ .1954 .. 6, 049 0. 5 631 II. 6 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
1949 .. 5, 418 0. 4 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) -------------· --------- (NA) (NA) 

Other cropland not harvested and not pastured.1954 .. I, 140, 171 23.8 -269,646 -19.1 32, 770, 241 2.8 -5,722,760 -14.9 6. 9 28. 
1949 .. 1, 409,817 26.2 (NA) (NA) 38, 493, 001 3. 3 (NA) (NA) 7. 2 27. 

Total for 31 States •--------------------------1954 .. 902,370 25.0 -232, 148 -20.5 18, 411, 700 4. 0 -6, 101, 255 -24.9 5. 1 20. 
1040 .. I, 134, 518 27.8 (NA) (NA) 24, 512,955 5. 2 (NA) (NA) 6. 0 21. 

Land used only for crops not harvested and 
not pastured lsoil-lmprovcmcnt crops, 

305,850 8. 5 (NA) (NA) 4, 953,061 I.! (NA) (NA) 1.4 16. new seedings, and crop !allure) • .... ____ 1054 .. 
With no cropland harvested , _____________ 1954 .. 19,991 0. 6 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NAJ (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

Idle cropland •-- ________________________ .. __ !954 .. 696,498 19.3 (NA) (NA) 13,458,639 3. 0 (NA) (NA) 3. 7 19. 

Crop !allure ___________ ------------------------ 1944 __ 385, 727 6. 6 -21~, 677 -36.2 10, 297, 172 0.9 -10, 282, 845 -59.0 1.8 26. 
1939 .. 604,404 9.9 -644,848 -51.6 20,580,017 1.9 -43, 101, 760 -67.7 3. 4 34. 
1934 .. 1, 249, 252 18.3 607,930 126.6 63, 681, 777 6.0 50, 075, 194 401.2 9. 3 51. 
1920 .. 551, 322 8.8 (NA) (NA) 12, 706, 583 1.3 -311,366 -2.4 2. 0 23. 
1924 .. (NA) (NA) ------------ --------- 13,017,949 1.4 -------------- --------- 2. 0 (NA) 

Cropland, idle or fallow ______ . -------------- __ 1944 __ 1, 107, 224 18.9 -544,995 -33.0 40,082, 105 3. 5 -16, 846, 551 -29.6 6.8 36. 
1939 __ 1, 652, 219 27.1 -379,747 -18.7 56,028,656 5, 4 899, 678 1.6 0. 3 34. 
1934 .. 2, 031, 966 29.8 647, 374 46.8 56,028,978 5. 3 14,741, 762 35.7 8. 2 27. 
1929 .. 1, 384, 592 22.0 (NA) (NA) 4!, 287, 216 4. 2 7, 394, 530 21.8 6. 6 29. 
1924 __ (NA) (NA) ------------ --------- 33,892,686 3. 7 -------------- --------- 5. 3 (NA) 

W nod land pastured __ ----------------------- ____ 1054 __ I, 500,401 31.4 -196,041 -11.6 121, 151, 635 10.5 -13, 563, 340 -10.1 25.3 80. 
1949.- 1, 696, 442 31.5 179, 612 ll. 8 134, 714,975 11.0 39,639,729 41.7 25.0 79. 
1944 __ 1, 516, 830 25.9 (NA) (NA) 95,075, 246 8. 3 (NA) (NA) 16.2 62. 
1934 .. 2, 186, 106 32. I 254,738 13.2 108, 095, 711 10.3 22,773,811 26.7 15.9 49. 
1929 __ I, 931, 368 30.7 153, 484 8.6 85,321,900 8. 6 8, 617,954 II. 2 13.6 44. 
1924 .. I, 777,884 27.9 ------------ --------- 76,703,946 8. 3 -------------- --------- 12.0 43. 

Wood land not pastured ------------· --------- ... 1954 __ 1' 377, 651 28. 8 -272, 213 -16.5 75,820, 772 II. 5 -9,278,663 -10.9 15. 9 55. 
1949 .. I, 049,864 30.7 -39,328 -2.3 85, 099, 4351 7. 3 13,838,252 19.4 15.8 51. 
1044 .. I, 680, 192 28.8 (NA) (NA) 71,261, !83 6.2 · (NA) (NA) 12.2 42. 
1934 .. I, 909,067 28. () 2117, 869 18.5 77, 379, 254 7. 31 12,755, 429 19.7 11.4 40. 
1929 .. I, !Ill, 198 25.6 -25,442 -i.(i 64,628,825 u --~~·-~~~~~~- -3.6 10.3 40. 
1024 .. I 636 !\40 25.7 ------------ --------- 67,007, 215 10.5 41. 
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FARMS AND LAND IN FARMS 9 

TABLE 4.-ALL LAND IN FARMS AND SPECIFIED UsEs OPLAND, POR THE UNITED STATEs: CENsusEs OP 1850 TO 1954-Continued 

[Figures for regions, divisions, and States In 'rabies 9 to 22] 

Item and year 

Furms reporting Acres 
----------------- --·-----·---------------------------

Number Percent. 
of all 
farms 

Increase or decrease 
(-) from preced­
Ing Census Total 

Percent of 
all land In 

farms 

Increase or decrease A vcrage 
(-) from preceding ---------­
Census 

Per farm 
reporting 

Number I'ercent Number Percent 

Per farm 
(based on 
all farms) 

----------------------- ____ ___,, ----------------------------------------
Other pasture: 

I, 996,849 41.8 -65,594 -3.2 459, 878, 925 39.7 44,229,405 10.6 96.2 230.3 Not cropland and not -woodland ................ 1'954 .. 
. 1949 .. 2, 062,443 38.3 '-865,370 '-29.6 415, 649, 520 35.9 •-65, 367,148 '-13.6 77.2 201.5 

Improved other pasture ...................... 1954 .. 388, !91 8. I ------------ --------- 17,336,277 1.5 -------------- --------- (Z) 44.7 
Not cropland plowed within 7 years and not 

2, 927,813 50.0 (NA) (NA) 481' 016, 688 42.1 (NA) (NA) 82.1 104.3 woodland ....•....•........................... 1944 .. 
Not plowa:hle and not woorllnnd ................ I934 .. 2, 019,431 29.6 254,428 14.4 311' 225, 652 29.5 41,552,942 15.4 45.7 154. I 

1929 .. I, 765,003 28. I !53, 078 9. 5 269, 672, 710 27.3 51,985, 565 23.9 42.9 !52. 8 
1924 .. 1, 611,925 25.3 ------------ --------- 217,687, 145 23.6 -------------- --------- 34.2 135.0 

Other land: 
4, 276,159 89.·4 -415,429 -8.9 41,69!, 218 3.6 -3,572,766 -7.9 8. 7 9. 7 House lots, roads, wastele.nd, etc ............... 1954 .. 

1949 .. 4, 691,588 87.2 -599,185 -11.3 45,263,984 3.9 1' 695) 943 3. 9 8.4 9.(i 
!944 •• 5, 290,773 90.3 (NA) (NA) 43,568,041 3. 8 (NA (NA) 7. 4 8.2 
1934 .. 6, 003,964 88.1 I, 252,653 26.4 43,900, 525 4.2 -8-56,252 -1.9 6. 4 7.3 
1929 .. 4, 751,311 75.6 (NA) (NA) 44,756,777 4. 5 -13, 076, 869 -22.6 7. I 9. 4 
1924 .. (NA) (NA) ------------ --------- 57,833.646 6.3 -------------- -------- ~ 

9.1 (NA) 

House lots, ro>lds, wasteland, etc., and pasture 
5, 222, 744 85.7 other than plowable and woodland • .......... 1939 .. ------------ --------- 393, 543, 673 37.1 38, 417,496 10.8 64.5 75.4 

Cropland: 
4, 418, 9!5 92.4 -627,748 -12.4 459, 648, 961 39.7 -18, !88, 977 -3.8 96.1 104.0 Total' ......................................... 1954 .. 

!949 .. 5, 046,663 93.8 •-521, !55 2-9.4 477, 837, 938 41.2 . 2 27, 143, 712 2 6.0 88.8 94.7 
Cropland other than cropland pasture not plowed 

5. 567,818 95.0 '-423, 485 '-7.1 450, 694, 226 39.5 '-79,436,817 •-15.0 76.9 80.9 within 7 years • ............................... 1944 .. 
Land available for crops • ....................... 1939 .. 5, 991,303 98.3 (NA) (NA) ·sao, 1a1, 043 50.0 16,217,074 3.2 87.0 88.5 

. !934 .. (NA) (NA) (NA) iNA) 5!3, 913, 969 48.7 -8,481,835 -1.6. 75.4 iN.-\) 
1929.. (NA) (NA) (NA) NA) 522, 395, 804 52.9 17,368,404 3.4 83. I NA( 
!924.. INA) (NA) ------------ --------- 505, 027, 400 54.6 -------------- --------- 79.3 (NA, 

Land pastured, total._ ........................... 1954~. 3, 596,951 75.2 -448,973 -1'1.1 647, 100,398 55.9 27,404,059 4. 4 135.3 179.9 
!949 .. 4, 045, 924 75.2 -388,962 -8.8 6!9, 696, 339 53.5 -3,844) 759 -0.6 115. I 153.2 
1044 .. 4, 434,886 75.7 (NA) (NA) 623, 541,098 54.6 (NA (NA) 106.4 140.6 
1934 .. (NA) (NA) (NAl ~NA) 517,900,401 49.1 53,745,877 II. 6 76.0 (NA) 
1929 .. (NA) (NA) (NA NA) 464, I 54, 524 47.0 56, !95, 935 13.8 73.8 ~NA) 
1924 .. (NA) (NA) ------------ --------- 407' 958, 589 44.1 -------------- --------- 64.0 NA) 

Woodland, total.. ................................ 1954 .. 2,388,256 49.9 -347,505 -12.7 196, 972, 407 17.0 -22, 842, 003 -10.4 41.2 82.5 
1949 2, 735,761 50.8 56,018 2.1 219, 814, 410 10.0 53,477,981 32.2 40.8 80.3 
1944 .. 2, 679,743 45.7 -222,413 -7.7 166, 336, 429 14.6 29, 158,771 21.3 28.4 62.1 
1939 .. 2, 902, !56 47.6 (NA) (NA) 137,177,658 12.9 -48, 297' 307 -26.0 22.5 47.3 
1934 .. 

rA) 
(NA) CNA) (NA) !85, 474, 965 17.6 35, 529,240 . 23.7 27.2 (NA) 

1929 .. NA) ~NA) (NA) lNA) 149,945,725 15.2 6, 174,564 4. 3 23.8 (NA) 
1924 .. NA) NA) (NA) NA) 143,771, 161 15.6 -23, 959, 633 -14.3 22.6 (NA) 
19!9 .. -~NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 167,730.794 17.5 -23, 134,759 -12.1 26.0 (NA) 
!909 .. NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 190, 865, 553 21.7 (NA) (NA) 30.0 (NA) 
1879 .. (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 190,255,744 35.5 30,945,567 19.4 33.2 (NA) 

-1869 .. (NA) (NA) ------------ --------- 159,310, 177 39.1 ----------- ~-- --------- 34.9 (NA) 

Improved land "-----------------,---------------J~~g:: (NA) (NA! (NA) (NAl 503, 073, 007 52.6 24,621,257 5.1 78.0 (NA) 
(NA) ~NA (NA) (NA 478,451,750 54.4 63,953,263 15.4 75.2 (NA) 

1900 .. ~NA) NA) (NA) (NA) 414, 451' 487 49.4 56, 88!, 732 15.9 72.2 (NA) 
1890 .. NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 357, 616, 755 57.4 72,845,713 25.6 78.3 (NA) 
1880 .. (NA) ~NA) (NA) (NA) 284, 771' 042 53.1 95,849, 943 50.7 71.0 (NA) 
1870 .. (NA) NA) (NA) (NA) 188, 92!, 099 46.3 25,810,379 15.8 71.0 (NA) 
1860 .. (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 163, 110, 720 40.1 50,078, 106 44.3 79.8 (NA) 
!850 .. (NA) (NA) --··--------- --------- 113,032, 614 38.5 -------------- ----- ~--- 78.0 (NA) 

Irrigated land In farms"-- ............. .......... 1954-- 320,236 6. 7 15,!75 5. 0 29,552, !55 2. 6 3, 764, 713 14.6 6.2 92.3 
!949 .. 305,061 5. 7 16,866 5. 9 25,787,455 2.2 5, 247, 985 25.6 4.8 84.5 
!944 .. 288,195 4. 9 -11,409 -3.8 20,539,470 1.8 2, 566,640 14.2 3. 5 71.3 
1939 .. 299,604 4. 9 12-7,043 "-2.4 17,982,830 1.7 12 4, 948,656 "38.0 2.9 60.0 
1934.. 296,189 4. 3 13 24,632 139.3 13,034, 174 1.2 13 -1 599 078 13-!0.9 1.9 44.0 
!929 .. 265, 147 4.2 42,358 19.0 14,633,252 1.5 (NA) (NA) 2. 3 55.2 
19!9 .. 222, 789 3.5 60,066 36.9 <"! (") (NAl. (NA) (") (NA) 
!909 .. 162,723 2.6 48,874 43.0 (" (") (NA) (NA) (II) (NA) 
!899 .. 113.849 2.0 50,713 110.3 7, 744,492 0. 9 4, 028, 547 !08. 4 1.4 68.0 
!889 .. 54,136 1.2 __ , _________ --------- 3, 715,945 0.6 -- ~-------- - -- --------- 0. 8 68.6 

Cover crops turned under and land pbmtl\d to 
another crop •~ ................................. 1954 .. 488,240 12.8 (NA) (NA) 9, 278, 572 1.8 (NA) (NA) 2.4 !9.0 

Land In row or closely seeded crops grown in 
strips for wind erosion control 10 ................ 1954 .. 26,972 3.2 (NA) (NA) 5, 218, 112 0. 9 (NA) (NA) 6.1 193.5 

Cropland used for row or grain crops farmed on 
9.2, contour " ....................................... 1954 .. 434,899 (NA) (NA) 22,434, 8!2 2.0 (NA) (NA) 4. 7 51.6 

-----·--------------·---~------·---------·--------·--------

Z 0.05 percent or less. N A Not available. 'Cropland harvested; crop failure; cropland, Idle or fallow; and plowable pasture. 
1 P1·lor to 1924, the total acreage of crops for which figures arc available, except for !9!9 "Nominally Includes all land regularly tilled or mowed; land In pasture that has been 

when 14,502,932 acres of com cut for forage were excluded as most of this was probably cleared or t1lllld; land lying fallow; l<md In gardens, orchards, vineyards, and nmsr.rlcs; 
duplicated In the acreage of corn harvested as grain. . and all lane\ occupied by buildings, ynrds, barnyards, etc. Sec te.x t. 

2 Much of the change from !944 to 1949 and from !939 to 1944 due to change in definl- " Data not strictly comparable. Sec text. · 
tlon. See text. · "Increase or decrease 1934 to !939 based on fnrms reporting and ucrear11 of irrigated 

3 Data are fol'17 States for which a separate Inquiry was Included on the qtulBtionnaire. cropland harvested only. 
Cultivated summPr fallow Is negligible in other States. Sl\e Tahl• 18 for States Included. 13 Increase or decrease !930 to !935 based on reports for !9 States only. 

' Data. arc for 31 States for which separate Inquiry was carr lee\ for land used only for crops '' Tbe total acreage of irrigated crops harvl>Sted for 1919 was 9,831,368 (includes somo 
not harvested and not pastured. See Table 17 for States included. duplication and excludes hmd In orcllards and vlnoyards), and for 1909 was 7,241,501. 

1 Much of the change from !944 to !949 due to chany,e in definition. See text. The reports for crops grown undc!·lrri!(atlon lor these years, however, were not consld<\fed 
b' Includes pasture other than plowable ·and wood and; also wasteland, house yards, complete. 

arnyards, feed lots, lanes, roads, etc. " Data arc for 31 Sta.t~.s and East Texas for which thls inquiry was carried. Sec Table 19 
7 Cropland harvested, cropland used ·only for pasture, and croplanrlnot harvested and for States included. 

not pastured. 10 Data are for 14 States and West 'l'exas for which this inquiry was carried. See Table Ill 
1 • ?ropland harvested, cropland used only for pasture plowed within 7 years, and crop- for States Included. · 
nn< not harvested and not pastured. . ., Dataareforal!Statcse.xcept Florida. Land farmed en contour isnc.gl!glble In Florida. 
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