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'l'Hl<J TRK(\'1> IX LAXI> fl'l'ILIZATIOX 
'!'he overall or total ehanges in the major uses of land since 

1!10() are shown in the accompanying chart and tabulation. 
Briefly snmma1·ized, the following- signifieant ehanges ha Ye oe
enrred: ( 1) Cropland inereased by more than !JO million acres 
from WOO to 1D2(), remaitwd :-;table during the <leeade of the 
lfl.20's, and since has f1ud.nated at a level somewhat belmY the 
peak of 41-\0 million aeres. (2) Urassland pasturf' and range 
other than <'ropland used only fo1· pasture has rledined by about 
l:lO million acres. A <'onsiderable rmrt of this dedine occurred 
<lming the first two decades of the present century when large 
aereages of nati\·e grassland:-; were plowed up for crops before 
and <Im·ing "'ol"ld \Var I. ( ~) The acTeage in forest aml \Yood
lan<l has remained fairly stahle. 'l'he dearing- of fore:;t land for 
erop, pasture, urban, and other uses has been counterbalanced by 
the natural reYersion and, in recent years partieularly, the re
planting of area,; formerly used as eropland and pasture to tret>>'. 
( 4) The inl'rease in the aereag-e of otlw1· land is ae·c·ounted for 
to a largp extent hy the im·1·easP<l demands for land as :-paee 
for residential, recreational, transport~ltional, militaQ', and 
other related uses. 

TRENDS IN MAJOR LAN[) llSES, 48 CONTERMINOUS STA 'I'ES, 1900-19.59' 

Lar11l u'", ···I 1900 1910 ! 1920 1 1930 1940 11950 1959 
-~----- ---1--- ---·---1------------

Hillion .\lil/ionl ,\fllilonl Millwn .\f1ll1on .U!ll10n .\f1llion 
acre3 acres acres acres acres acres acres 

Cropland______ _________ 389 431 480 480 467 478 457 
Avnllahl<• pastur(' <1nd 

rang!' (nonfor!'st"d)____ 761 693 652

1 

652 6.50 f\31 630 
Forest and woorlland 600 600 602 601 608 f>l21 614 
Otlli'r land___________ 153 179 169 170 180 183 201 

TotaL_________ -1,"900 -~~90:J!,003I--].ooafi~9Q5 -]:g;}.l -1:902 

J Ex('lusivP of Alaska and Hawaii. For rxnmplr. ex('lud('(l in 1959 arP tlw cotnhined 
totals for Alaska and Hawaii of I·:ss than 1 million <l('fl'S of cropland, and 3 million acrrs 
of grassland pastur" :1nd ranw•. 

2 For ddinitions of tlw Inajor uses s.'l' tlw pn·c~·ding pagl' of this rPport.. 

LA~J) IX FAIUlt-l AXD CHOl'L.\XV HAHVE8TEI>, 1:-;,:;0-1!l0H 

The ac:reage of land in farms was lJ~~ million acres in 1!1:>1), 
whidl was about :~s millim1 ane:-; less thnu tlw acreag-e reported 
in l!l:i4. About ;; t<) (:i million a ere;; of this decrease was due to 
a c·hnng<> in tlw (\Pfinition of a farm for the l!l:iH Cen~us of Agri
enltnre. The remaining llecrea,-e c-an he attributed to ,.;eyeral 
<·mHlition~. \\'hole farms that hall been plaeell in the Soil Bank 
Program of the l'.S. Department of Agriculture \YPre not Pnnmer
atPtl in the 1!Jti!) Census. lirban expansion :mel the building oi 
new highway~'< ae<'ount for some of the los:-. Also, the spread of 
faetories nne! nonfarm resilleJH·es, often n<·e·upying a number of 
aeres, into rural areas has been increasing considerably. In the 
3-!:i e·ountie,.; that indnde standanl metropolitan stati:sti<-al areas, 
lanrl in farms declined by 7 million anes. 

The 1Hri!l Census of Agriculture reported 311 million acres of 
eropland harvested, compared with 333 million aeres reported in 
1!)5-!. Exeevt for 1934, when erop failure was extremely high 
heeanse of the ,.;eYere drou~ht of that year, the acreage of f"l'op
land harvested in 1D5!) was the lowest sinee 1909, when the ~ntion 
also had 311 million acres. 

CROl'LA:'\Il l"::H•~Il l•'Olt CROl'R 
In 1\)5fl and 1!)60, about 60 million ac-res of harve,;ted erop

land were used for the produetion of export prodtwts. 'l'his 
aereage H(·e·ounte<l for about 11-\ pereent of the 330 million and 3:2,-., 
million :t<'res of <"rop>; har\"psted, as reported by the I<konomk He
><eare·h Ren-ke. in l!li>!l and l!lHO, reRpedively. Only durin!!: and 
following World War I. during the Korean eonflict, and in l!lfiU 
wa:-; thP IHTeage a>< large. 

Only about G million aeres of harvested eropland are now u:-;ed 
to proclnee feed for horse;; and mules both on and off the farm. 
This eomparec; to R1 million a<·res used for that purpose in HH8 
and l!ll!l. ThnN, about 7fi millhm ac·res formerly used for the 
pro<liH·tion of energy for use on the farm are now u."ed ftlr the 
produetion of human food. The substitution of the traetor for 
the horse and mule as the major source of energy ac·e·ounts for 
this rPmarkable shiflt in use of c·ropland harn\o;;ted. 
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