
8 A GRAPHIC SUMMARY 

PRINCIPAL CROPLAND AREAS 
(PROPORTION OF LAND USED FOR CROPS) 

- More than 60 percent croplana 

~ 30 to 60 percent cropland 

EIJ Less than 30 percent cropland 

D Land areas without cropland or with small scattered 

;___:..:..__:..:__:.;;.:__...L:__..:;_;.!IOOMI. 

S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

PIU:\'CIPAL CHOPLAXD AHK~S 

Cropland is tlw major F:ourr·e of Ameri<'n's food and fiber 
prodw·lion. The distribution of the major <'rop-produdng- areas 
of the c·otmtry is tht>re-fort> of c·on,.;idt>rahle- i!llpor·bmc·t> in under­
standing; the l\'ation's ag;ri<'nltural pc·onomy. 

In ordpr that the distrilmtion of <·rovland acreag;p shown in 
thP map of ''Prineipal Croplan<l Ar·pas'' may he better mHIPrstood, 
a briPf tabulation of a<'rPages of <·roplaiHI and t"lw pPr<'Pntages of 
total land area oeeupie<l h~- all c·r·oplan<l is g;i 1·en lwre hy farm 
produetion reg-ions u:-:NI hy tlw l•Jc·onomi<· !{('sear-eh HN'Vi<·e in 
studies of Ame-rican ag;ri<"nlturP. 

THE MAJOH USES OF CROPLAND, AND ALL CHOPLAND AS A l'EH­
CEN'l'AOF: OF To:rAL LAND AHEA, BY FAHM PRODUCTION 
nr:oroNs, 19.19' 

H.f•glon 

Cropland Total 
USPd for 

Croplan<l/ cropland Croplanu soil 
USN! Total as per-used for improv<•- only lor eroplnnd ern tag£' crops rnPnt pa . ..,tur(' or total (•rops land area and idlr 

------------ -------

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
ucre:t acre.'1 acre.'1 acres Percent 

Nortlu•ast_ _____________________ _ 15, 189 2, 567 3, 217 20.973 19 
LakP States ____________________ _ an. nr;s 4.170 4, {)57 4.1, 495 37 
Corn Ill'lt ______________________ _ 78.814 3, 454 12,822 95, 090 08 
Nortlwrn Plains ________________ _ 90, 199 5, 150 4, 595 101,0.54 52 

17, 4:!1 3, 061 9, 498 29,990 24 
14, 56fi 2, 208 4, 297 21.071 17 

Appalachian __________________ _ 
SoutlH•a._.;;t_ _____________________ _ 
Delta Stat· s ____________________ _ 13,070 I, 805 5, 9:J2 20,808 22 
Soutlwrn Plains ________________ _ 37, ()f)] 5, 479 10, 786 .13, 915 26 
Mountain ______________________ _ 34, 404 3. 710 4, 838 42,952 8 
Pacifte __________ --------------- 20, 4fJ4 971 4, 699 26, 134 13 

----------------
4M contc~pninous Sta.U•s _____ _ 358, 4!_i{j 33, 586 65.441 457, 483 24 

------------------
A Iaska __________________________ . IG 4 4 24 (') 
!IawaiL __ ---------------------- 320 13 157 500 12 

-·--- -·---~ ~--~ ------
Unit<'d Stat<•s (50 Stat<•s) ___ _ :!58, 792 :J:J,003 65,612 458, 007 20 

1 Tlw croplan~i acreage rPportcd by tlw Bureau of tlw Crnsus was rC'vised upw.ard 
SliJ!h tly l>y tiH' Economic Hest•arch SPrY ic(' to f~OIUJWnsatP for sorrw und<•r-c•numPratwn. 

2 L<'SS than O.O!l prret•nt. 
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I!'rom this tabulation it may bt> seen that the Corn Belt and 
NorthPrn PlainH States have the highest proportion nf the total 
land areas in crops of any of the farm produc·tion regions. 'l'lw 
a<·rt>age- of <·ropland in the;;e two regionR ac·c·onnt-, for 43 pen-ent 
of thP total <'roplaud of the <'ountry (50 Sta.>tes), yet the nine 
~tatPs whieh <·owprise these two re-gion;; have only 16 perc-ent of 
the total land area. In ('(Hltrast, the 13 WPstern States (Moun­
tain and Padtk regions, Alaska, and Hawaii) have 50 pt>rrt>nt of 
the total land area but only Hi j)Preent of the <'rovland. 

In a<lclition to this major eonePntration of croplancl in the north 
<·Pntral part of the Uniterl States, in othPr smal!Pr but highly 
signitkant areas a high proportion of the total lanrl area is 
nsP(l as <·rop!and. In tht> XortllPast, thP Aroostook area in 
:.Vlaine, the sonthern shores of LakP Ontario and Lake I~riP, and 
tht> rolling lai!(IH of southPastern Pt>nnsylvania are worthy (}f 
uotP. In the ~outhern StatPs, parts of the lower MisKissippi 
\'alley an<l the Blaek!ands of east 'l'exas, the High Plains of west 
'l'Pxas, and western Oklahoma have a Ilea I'Y <·oncentration of 
nopland. In the WPstern StatP:-;, the nonirrigated wheat­
produdng arPaR of north-eentral :\fontana and of the Colnmbia 
l'latean, the Willamt>ttP \'alley of Oregon, the CPntral Valley of 
California, an<l many smaller irrigated arPas ha1·e important 
c·orwentrations of prodndive noplaorl. 

On thP othPr hancl, thpre are large- parts of the Unitt><! States 
that have praeti<-ally no <'!'Opland. ThiR is particularly !'l'iclt>nt 
in the "'Pste-ru Htates wlwre the availability of water is vital to 
tlw m;e of laud for crop vrodndion. In Ala:-:ka very little de­
velopment of agrieulture has taken vlace yet, and cropland for 
tlw wholp Htate totals :,!4,000 aerps of the 365 million ac·res of 
lanrl in that Htate. Coldness will be a major limiting eond·ition 
in nsing llliH'h of northe-rn and eentral Alaska in the near future 
for eroj) pro<ln<'tion. In Hawaii, topography is a major limita­
tion to the expansion of the eroplancl acreage. 
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