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More than 27 percent of the Class VI farms were operated
by tenants and 10.8 percent were operated by croppers.

Tenure of operator Number of Percent
farms distribution

B 0] - ) USSP 348,954 100. 0

POl OWDCTS - e oo mm e 197,071 56. 5
Part owners. 64, 060 156.5
Managers. - 621 0.2
All tenants 97,212 27.9
Cash____ 11,280 3.2
Share-cash . 4,463 1.3
Crop-share.. 28, 512 8.2
Livestock-share..... 2, 180 0.6
Croppers (South only).. 37,523 10.8
Other and unspecified. ..o oo 13, 254 3.8

FARMS WITH LESS THAN $2,500 GROSS SALES

Farms with less than $2,500 gross sales comprise the Class
VI commercial farms plus the part-time and part-retirement
farms. They were generally more numerous in the eastern half
of the United States with large numbers in the Bast South
Central and South Atlantic divisions. They represented three-
fifths or more of all farms in most of these two geographic
divisions.

THAN $2,500 GROSS SALES
NUMBER, 1959

~__FARMS WITH LESS

UNITED STATES
YOtAL

1637849 1007200 FARNS

UNITED STATES AVERAGE
42 PERCENT

LEGEND

0w

The data for farms with a value of farm products sold of
less than $2,500 affects significantly the averages for all farms.
For example, when the farms with a value of farm products
sold of less than $2,500 are included in the total, the average value
of farm products sold for farms in 1959 would be $8,259; if
these farms are excluded, the average value of farm products
sold per farm would be $13,975.

Most of the changes in the number of farms since 1950 have
occurred in ‘the number of farms with sales of farm products
of less than $2,500.

Number of farms

Value of farm products sold Total Percent change

1959 1954 1950 1954-1959 | 1950-1959

Farms with value of farm prod-
uets sold of—

Total oo eeaaas 3,701,364 |4,783,021 5,379, 250 —22.6 —-31.2
Less than $2,600 ' ___________ 1,636,920 |2, 681,179 (3,291, 355 —38.9 —=50.3
$2,500 to $4,099. .. 616,819 | 811,965 | 882,302 —24.0 —30.1
$5,000 to $9.999._ . 653,150 | 706,920 | 721,211 —7.6 —9.4
$10,000 or more. .o 794,475 | 582,948 | 484,382 +36.3 +64.0

1 Includes abnormal farms.

The decrease of 1,044,000 in the number of farms with sales
of farm products of less than $2,500 from 1954 to 1959 was affected
by a change in the definition of a farm. The change in definition
of a farm accounted for 22 percent of the change from 1954 to
1959 and 16 percent of the change from 1950 to 1959 in the
number of farms with a value of products of less than $2,500.
If the definition of a farm had not been changed, the decrease
from 1954 to 1959 would have been from 2,681,000 to 1,869,000
rather than to 1,637,000.

Farms with a value of farm products of under $2,500 declined
more than 50 percent from 1950 to 1959. They accounted for 61
percent of all farms in 1950 and only 44 percent in 1959. In 1950,
they accounted for 12 percent of all farm products sold as com-
pared with only 5 percent in 1959.

The change in farms with less than $2,500 of farm products
sold accounts for a large part of the change in all farms.

-1 {Farms with
Favr:llgevgth value of
Item and year All farms farm ?émt
products | PIOVOCLS
sold of less | ¢8%0,%0
than $2,5001 Tore
Number of farms.. . ooocoooooo 1959__| 3,701,364 1, 636, 920 2.064, 444
1954__| 4,783,021 2,681,179 2,101,842
1950__| 5,379,250 3,291, 355 2,087, 895
Change in number of farms...___.__ 1954-1959__1—1, 081, 657 |{—1, 044, 259 —37,398
1950-1959._|—1, 677,886 |{—1, 654, 435 —23,451
1950-1954._| —596, 229 —610, 176 +13. 947
Average size of farm._ . _________.____ acres 1959__ 302.6 111.7 454.0
1954._ 242.5 102. 6 421.1
1950 215.6 94.2 407.0
Value of farm products sold per
farm . o .. dollars 1959__ 8,232 990 13,975
1954__ 5,188 846 10,726
1950 4,142 825 9,370

! Includes abnormal farms.

Most of the farms with less than $2,500 of sales that have
disappeared are in the smaller size groups.

Farms with|Farms with

value of value of
X farm farm
Size of farm and year All farms products products
sold of less| sold of
ban $2,500 or
$2,500 ! more
Al farmS. oo o eaes 1959__| 3,701,364 1, 636, 920 2,064, 444

1954_.| 4,782,416

1950__{ 5,379, 250 3,201, 355 2,087,895
Tarms under 10 a¢res. . ... ... 1959.. 240, 351 193, 961 46, 390
1954 484, 201 438, 500 45,791
1950_ 480,373 438,173 42, 200
Farms 10 to 99 aeres. .. .. _.ooooo ... 1959._| 1,467,721 1,013, 489 454, 232
1954__ 2,076,894 1, 556. 988 519, 906
1950__| 2,522,717 2.025, 262 497, 455
Farms 100 to 219 acreS... ..o __..._.____. 1959__ 997, 210 317,870 679, 340
1954__| 1,210,298 485, 358 724, 940
1950__| 1,379,654 612, 638 767,016
Farms 220 to 499 acres. ... .__...____..._ 1959... 660, 027 89,376 570, 651
1954 _ 688, 755 152, 731 536. 024
1950.. 691, 530 170,829 520, 761
Farims 500 L0 999 acres. .. ... 1959_ 199, 755 16, 263 183, 492
1954 191, 697 33,123 158, 574
1950_. 183, 913 32,675 151, 238
Farms 1,000 or more acres.....__...._____ 1959.. 136, 300 5,961 130, 339
1954. . 130, 481 13,845 116, 636
1950 121, 063 11,778 109. 285

! Includes abnormal farms.
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