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Chapter IL—AGE, RESIDENCE, YEARS ON FARM, WORK OFF FARM

Introduction.—The statistics presented in this chapter relate
to the operators of farms and to off-farm work by members of
the operator’s family. The data for operators are shown for
classifications based upon the following characteristics: Age;
place of residence (whether on or off the farm operated) ; num-
ber of years on their present farm, and for those who reported
a recent date, the month they began to operate their present
farm; and the number of days farm operators worked off their
farms in 1959. Data are also included regarding off-farm work
by members of the operator’s family ; the receipt of income from
sources other than the farm operated by the farm operator;
and the relationship of the off-farm income received by the farm
operator’s family to the total value of farm products sold from
the farm operated in 1959. Statistics are included for farms
grouped by “commercial” and “other” by tenure of operator and
by color and tenure of operator for the Southern States. Derived
data are provided to aid in the use of the data.

Source of Data.—All data presented in this chapter are from
the 1959 Census of Agriculture with comparative data from
earlier censuses. In 1959, the inquiries relating to the operator’s
age, residence, number of years on farm, off-farm work by opera-
tor and by other members of the operator’s family, other income
of operators, and the relationship of off-farm income to the
value of agricultural products sold were obtained for all farm
operators. However, most of the data presented in this chapter
are estimates based on tabulations of reports for only a sample
of farms. All data for Alaska and Hawaii for 1959 and earlier
censuses, and some data for residence of farm operator for the
conterminous United States are the only data based on tabula-
tions of reports for all farm operators.

BEstimates made from the tabulation of information for only
a sample of farms are based on a sample of approximately 20

percent of all farm operators. The tables presenting these esti-
mates based on a sample of farms have an appropriate headnote.
Estimates based on a sample of farms are subject to sampling
errors, and do not agree exactly with similar data tabulated for
all farms. A description of enumeration procedures, processing
of the data, sampling method used, and statistical tables giving
the reliability of the estimates based on a sample of farms may
be found in the Introduction to this volume.

Presentation of Statistics.—The statistics are presented for the
United States, including Alaska and Hawalii; for the contermi-
nous United States; for 3 major regions; for 9 geographic divi-
sions; and for each of the 50 States. An outline map showing
the regions, geographic divisions, and the States, for which data
are presented, appears in the Introduction to this volume.

This chapter contains 28 tables, 10 of which present data by
geographic divisions and States. The remaining tables contain
data for the United States and, in some instances, for major
geographic regions. For 16 of the tables data are shown by
tenure of operator and by color and tenure of operator for the
South. The tabular presentation is also supplemented by maps
and charts.

Other Published Data.—Data for States and counties from the
1959 Census of Agriculture are available in volume I for farm
operators classified by age, residence, off-farm work, and by
the relationship of off-farm income to the value of agricultural
products sold. No State or county data were published in
volume I for 1959 for number of years on present farm. The
following table summarizes the kind and source of other pub-
lished data from the 1959 Census of Agriculture in volume I
and in this volume for the related items presented in this
chapter.

Orner PubLisaep DATA ror AGe, Resipence, YEars oN FArRM, Work Orr FaArM, aAnD OTHER INCOME:
1959 Census oF AGRICULTURE

hi . . . Basis of
Where found fo?e;)v ’;’ég aﬁraaii.ggle Period Classification Subjeets covered tabl‘ggst)lon
Volume I
State table 4 State 1920 to All farm operators_.._._._-._ Age of operator, residence, off-farm Sample.
1959. work, off-the-farm income.

State table 10.____ State 1959 Places not counted as farms | Years on place, age, off-farm work, off- | Complete
because of change in the-farm income. count.
definition.

State tables 17, | State 1959 Economic class, size, com- | Age of operator, residence, off-farm work, Sample.

18, 19, 20, 21. inercial type, commercial off-the-farm income.
enure.
County table 4.___| County and State_.._____. 1959 . Commercial farms_._________ Off-farm work, off-the-farm income___.___ Sample.
County table 5____] County and State________| 1959 and All farm operators____.______ Age of operator, off-farm work, off-the- | Sample.
1954. farm income.
County table 6....] County and State____._._.__. 1959 and All farm operators_ . -_-___ Residence of operator_ . _________. Complete
1954. count.
Vo({\lxlme IIX U d S
“hapter X________. nite tates, Divisilons 1959 and Commercial and “other” Age of operator, off-farm work, off-the-
and States. ' 1954. %xrms by tenure of opera- farm income, years on farm. ’ Sample.
or.
Chapter XI_______. Economic class of farm_____ l
United States, Divisions, | 1959 and s . Age of operator, off-f 'Y ~the-
and States. 1954. CO‘I)I;!DOI‘CHII fa;rlllas.lzyot]t‘ieye) arm mgom& arm work, off-the- | Sample.
Chapter XXX ._____. farms. l

Comparability of 1959 Data With Earlier Censuses.—Compara-
bility of data for the various censuses is influenced by changes
in the wording of the inquiries, the instructions or definitions
given to enumerators, the procedures used to collect and compile
the statistics, and by the changes in the definition of a farm.
In presenting statistics from earlier years, headnotes, footnotes,
and the wording in the table stub or in the column headings are
used to indicate any significant lack of comparability. In 1959,

data for the United States include data for Alaska and Hawaii.
Data for Alaska and Hawaii from earlier censuses for 1950, 1940,
1930, 1920, 1910, and 1900 have been included in United States
totals whenever comparable data are available. ¥or some
censuses many of the inquiries, related to the subjects for which
data are presented in this chapter, were not asked in Alaska or
Hawaii and for some censuses prior to 1959, the processing and
tabulation of the data for Alaska and Hawaii were not always
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identical with those for the conterminous United States. For
example, data for tenants in Alaska for all censuses and for ten-
ants ir Hawaii for the 1940, 1930, 1920, 1910, and 1900 censuses
are not available by class of tenant. Thus, whenever there are
data shown by class of tepant, all data for tenants for Alaska or
Hawaii for those years are included in the classification “other
and unspecified tenants.” Also, during past censuses the date
of enumeration for Alaska and Hawaii has differed from that
for the conterminous United States. Again footnotes are used
to indicate any lack of comparability arising from the character-
istics of the data available for Alaska and Hawaii. For the
items in this chapter, the inclusion or éxclusion of data for
Alaska and Hawaii for earlier censuses has no significant effect
on the usefulness of the data, especially United States totals.
The inquiries for the censuses of 1959, 1954, and 1950 were
essentially the same for the various items presented in this
chapter.

The comparability of data for censuses of 1959 and 1950 to
prior censuses has been affected by changes in the definition of
a farm. In 1959, data were tabulated for the 232,000 places
which were not considered as farms in 1959 but which would
have been farms in 1954. These places account for about one-
fifth of the decline in number of farms since 1954. Although
these places produce only a small portion of the total agricul-
tural production, their éxclusion from the 1959 totals had a defi-
nite effect on the change in characteristics -of farm operators
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between 1959 and 1954. These places are characterized by hav-
ing a high proportion of the operators reporting 65 years of age
or more, 200 or more days work off the place during 1959, and
other income of family exceeding the value of .agricultural prod-
ucts sold. Many of these places are rural residences and the
operators work at regular nonfarm jobs or are retired from farm-
ing or nonfarm employment. The agricultural enterprises on
these places are used mostly to supplement the off-farm income
or as a hobby for the operator or his family.

Table 1 shows selected data for 1959 census farms, 1959 data
for places not counted as farms because of change in definition,
1959 totals for census farms and places not counted as farms,
and comparative data for 1954. The proportion of farm opera-
tors 65 years of age and older has increased from 16.6 percent
in 1954 to 16.8 percent in 1959, but if there had been no change
in the definition of a farm the proportion would have been‘17.4
percent in 1959. Although 23.6 percent of the farm operators
reported 200 or more days of work off the farm in 1959 compared
to 21.5 percent in 1954, the proportion would have been 25.4 per-
cent for 1959 if the definition of a farm had not been changed.
Operators reporting income of family from sources other than
from the farm operated exceeding the value of agricultural
products sold increased from 29.8 percent in 1954 to 35.8 percent
in 1959, but would have increased to 38.8 percent, if not for the
change in definition of a farm.

Table 1.—AGE, OFF-FARM WORK BY OPERATOR, AND RELATIONSHIP OF OTHER FAMILY{INCOME TO VALUE OF
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD,|FOR PLACES NOT COUNTED AS|FARMS IN 1959 BECAUSE OF CHANGE
IN DEFINITION OF FARM, AND FOR CENSUS FARMS; FOR THE 'CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 1959

[Dat.n, except places not counted as farms, ere based on reports for only a semple of farms. See textj
Places not counted as farms | Farms and places not counted . 1
Farms, 1959 in as Carms, 1959 Farms, 1954
Item
Percent Percent Percent Percent
tumber | g3stribution Number | g3 strivution Number } gistribution Namber ) gistribution
ALl TATMS OF PLOCES 4t isvenreennrasseotosisoerannnnassonsans 3,701,364 xxX 231,862 xxx 3,933,226 XXX 4,783,021 XXX
Operators Teporting A€€ ... .vvveieierinenerornrenccaononroas 3,664,423 100.0 231,399 100.0 3,895,822 100.0 4,695,569 100.0
Under 55 ye8rS....vivevvorcnnnnrann 2,246,773 6L.3 128,673 55.6 2,375,446 €1.0 2,964,977 63.1
55 to 64 years... 801,216 21.9 42,069 18.2 843,285 21.6 951,310 20.3
65 OF MOre YeATS ... vt reruinooannornsn 616,434 16.8 60,657 26.2 677,091 17.4 779,282 16.6
Operators not reporting age 36,941 XXX 463 XXX 37,404 XXX 87,452 XXX
Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent of
Number botal Number total Number total Number total
Operators reporting work off their farms in 1959... 1,659,933 44 .8 155,068 66.9 1,815,001 46,1 2,153,737 45.0
21049 dayc.iuiiiiniiiinanannaaann 380,081 10.3 8,365 3.6 388,446 2.9 570,675 11.9
50 1099 daYS...iiiiiiiiienaiaa 175,786 4.7 7,502 3.2 183,288 4.7 249,337 5.2
100 to 199 days 229,458 6.2 14,827 6.4 244,285 6.2 306,377 6.4
200 or more days. 874,608 23.6 124,374 53.6 998,982 25.4 1,027,348 21.5
Operators reporting not working off their farms or not
reporting as to work off{ thelr farms........cvevevnvnanns 2,041,431 55.2 76,7% 33.1 2,118,225 53.9 2,629,284 55.0
Operators reporting other income of family exceeding value
of agricultural products €0ld...civeieeierariannnooannanes 1,324,652 35.8 203,146 87.6 1,527,798 38.8 1,424,233 29.8

lpata for Alacka and Hawaii not included.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

For definitions having a general application, such as those for
“a farm,” “farms reporting,” and ‘“operators reporting,” the
classification of farms by tenure of operator and economic class
of farm, and factors influencing the reliability of the data, see
the Introduction to this volume.

Farm Operator.—A “fafm operator” is a person who operates
a farm either performing the labor himself or directly super-
vising it. He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant.
If he rents land to others or had land cropped for him by others,
he is listed as the operator of only the acreage which he retains.
In the case of a partnership, the characteristics were tabulated
for only one member. The number of farm operators is con-
gidered the same as the number of farms.

Cémmercial Farms and Other Farms.—Data are presented for
age of operator, days worked off the farm, residence of operator,
and years on farm, for commercial and other farms for both
1959 and 1954.

In 1959, commercial farms comprised all farms with sales of
farm products of $2,500 and over plus all farms with sales of
less than $2,500, provided the farm operator was (1) under 65
years of age and (2) that the farm operator did not work. orf
the farm 100 days or more in 1959, or that the farm operator aid
not report that the income that he and members of his family
received - from off-the-farm sources exceeded the value of farm
products sold. The total of 2,416,017 commercial farms included
348,954 farms with the value of farm products sold of less than
$2,500. All farms, including abnormal (institutional farms),
not classified as commercial were considered ‘“other” farms.
These 1,291,956 other farms included part-time and part-retire-
ment farms. (See Introduction for definition of these economic
classes of farms.) In 1954, commercial farms comprised all
farms with sales of farm products of $2,500, plus all farms with
gales of farm products of $250 to $1,199, provided the farm
operator did not work off the farm 100 days or more, or did not
report the income received from off-the-farm sources received by
him and members of his family did not exceed the value of farm
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products sold. Commercial farms in 1954 included 763,348 farms
with sales of $1,200 to $2,499, and 462,427 farms with sales of
farm products of $250 to $1,199. Other farms included 878,136
farms with value of farm products of less than $250, and 574,575
farms with the sales of farm products of $250 to $1,199, and
the farm operator working off the farm 100 days or more or with
the farm operator reporting that the income of his family from
off-the-farm sources exceeded the value of farm products sold.

Table 2.-SPECIFIED FARM AND FARM-OPERATOR
CHARACTERISTICS, BY ECONOMIC CLASS AND
TYPE, FOR COMMERCIAL AND OTHER' FARMS
FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959

I:Data ror conterminous United States are based on reports for only a sample
of farms. See textj

Percent
i of farm
Percent 1 operators
Percent ,distri- Percent g:rg:;: .|reporting
digtri- |1 bution Average of farm operators! other in-
Economic class and bution |[iOf velue'|| age of | operators P X T8\ come ex-
type of farm? of a1l jof agri- |'operator| residing wg ing | ceeding
farms |iCultural {{(years) | on farm goo'gm [ value of
iproducts operated® 835 || ggricul -
80ld OT more | fural
products
sold
100.0 100.0 50.5 92.8 29.9 35.8
65.2 96.2 48.6 92.6 14.5 12.5
2.8 31.5 46.5 82.1 9.5 5.7
5.7 18.4 46.1 90.7 9.0 5.9
13.0 21.9 46.3 93.5 10.4 6.9
17.6 15.4 48.4 93.5 16.2 12.6
16.7 7.4 50.9 92.4 26.7 27.3
9.4 1.5 50.3 94.3 cee
34.8 3.8 54.2 93.3 58.6 79.4
100.0 100.0 48.6 92.6 14.5 12.5
16.5 15.0 47.6 87.8 15.2 10.8
7.9 3.0 47.0 94.8 8.3 7.0
10.0 8.3 47.9 92.0 9.0 6.8
Other field-erop...... 1.6 2.7 46.9 90.1 1.7 8.7
Vegetable............. 0.9 2.2 49.0 86.1 15.1 12.7
Fruit-and-nut.. 2.5 4.5 52.9 83.6 27.2 26.1
Poultry...... . 4.3 6.8 49.9 96.3 28.8 29.9
Palry........ - 17.7 15.7 |. 47.9 97.6 12.8 8.7
Livestock ferms other
then poultry and
dairy farms and
livestock ranches.... 25.5 27.4 49.4 93.5 15.4 15.0
Livestock ranches..... 2.8 4.8 52.5 78.4 %.6 23.7
General.....uceeaunnns 8.8 7.9 48.6 95.5 1.4 10.1
MiscelleneouB,...vs.s 1.5 2{5 51.9 84.1 22.0 24.8

lpart-time, part-retirement, and abnormal.

2See text and Chepters XI and XII for definitions.

3percent caleulated on the basis of faTm operators reporting as to residence.

The data for commercial and other farms for 1959 and 1954
are not comparable because of differences in the classification
of farms with sales of farm products of less than $2,500 and
the change in the definition of a farm. If the 1959 classification
of farms by economic class had been used for 1954, the number
of commercial farms would have been reduced by approximately
400,000 and the number of other farms increased by a correspond-
ing amount. Approximately three-fourths of these 400,000 farms
were farms with sales of farm products of $1,200 to $2,499.

The change in definition of a farm for 1959 also affected the
comparability of data for 1959 and 1954. Of the 232,000 places
not qualifying as farms in 1959 but qualifying as farms in aecord-
ance with the 1954 definition, more than 200,000 would have been
classified as other farms in both 1959 and 1954, and, therefore,
200,000 or more of the change in the number of other farms from
1954 to 1959 was the result of a change in definition.

Data presented in tables 8, 11, 12, and 18 for farms classified as
commercial and other farms, should not be used for making
comparisons between 1959 and 1954. The data for commercial
and other farms are useful only for analyzing the character-
istics‘of all farms classified By age of operator, days of off-farm
work, years on farm, residence, etc., for each census.

Croppers.—Croppers are tenants whose landlords furnished
all the workpower. The landlords either furnished all of the
work animals or furnished tractor power in lieun of work animals.
Traditionally, a cropper provides his own labor and sometimes
that of his family, shares in the risk of production, and receives
a share of the crop in return for his labor. Croppers generally
work under close supervision of the landowners or their agents
and the land assigned to them is often a part of a larger enter-
prise operated as a single unit. As the cropper system is most
prevalent in the South, data for croppers in this chapter relate
only to the 16 Southern States.

Age of Operator.—Iarm operators were distributed by age into
one of six groups: Under 25, 25 to 34, 35 to 44, 45 to 54, 55 to 64,
and 65 or more years. The average age ‘of operators in 1959 was
calculated by dividing the sum of the years of age for operators
reporting age by the total number of operators reporting age.
All data for age for 1959, except for Alaska and Hawaii, are
estimates based on a sample of farms.

A distribution of farm operators by age by color and tenure
has been made for each decennial census, beginning with
1910, and for the mid-decennial censuses of 1945 and 1954. No
data on age of operator were obtained in the censuses of 1925
and 1935. The censuses of population for 1890 and 1900 included
a classification of heads of families occupying farm homes, by
age groups. Although the data for 1890 and 1900 are on a
slightly different basis, the data on age distribution by tenure
of operator are reasonably comparable with those for other
censuses. The inquiry in 1959 was, “How old were you on your
last birthday ?”  Although the number of farm operators in each
age group has decreased since 1954, the data show important
changes in the average age of operator and in the proportions
of operators reporting in the different age groups.

In 1959, the average age of farm operator for the States of
the conterminous United States was 50.5 years as compared to
49.6 years in 1954, and 48.3 years in 1950. For the 3 regions, farm
operators in the South had the highest average age, 51.5 years, in
1959.

For the United States, the proportion of farm operators in
the age group 65 years or more, increased from 16.6 percent in
1954, to 16.8 percent in 1959. During the same period the propor-
tion of farm operators under 35 years of age decreased from 15.1
percent to 12.7 percent. Two of every three farm operators are
now 45 years of age or older. Changes in the definition of a farm
in 1959 account for some of the changes in the distribution of
farm operators by age, particularly in the older age groups, as
the operators of places not counted as farms in 1959 because of
the change of definition of a farm included a large proportion of
older operators.

The proportion of tenants under 45 years of age and those
65 years or older has decreased since 1954. Tewer young people
are moving into farming through the tenant system and it ap-
pears that many tenant operators 65 years of age or older have
discontinued farming. Operators of farms with higher total sales
of farm products are youngex: than the operators of farms in the
groups having lower total value of farm products sold.
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FARM OPERATORS BY AGE FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1920 TO 1959
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PERCENT OF FARM OPERATORS 65 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, 1959
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FARM OPERATORS-NUMBER OF OPERATORS REPORT-

ING, BY TENURE, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1910 TO 1959
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Residence of Farm Operator—Farm operators were classified
by residence on the basis of whether or not they lived on the
farm operated. The inquiry in 1959, 1954, and 1950 was:

Data as to residence of the farm operator have been obtained
for the last five censuses beginning with 1940. This inquiry in
1959 was made for all farm operators and the replies were
tabulated separately to provide data for residence of all farm
operators. However, for some classifications of farms the data
presented in this chapter represent estimates based on a sample
of farms. Headnotes indicate the source of data for residence
of operator in this chapter.

In a few cases operators actually not living on the farm oper-
ated were counted as living on the land comprising the farm.
When a farm operator rented all land from others, or worked
land on shares for others and secured the use of a dwelling as
part of the rental arrangement, enumerators were instructed
to consider the dwelling as a part of the farm operated. The
dwelling assigned may or may not have been on a tract assigned
for crops. Similarly, a farm operator who did not live on the
land being cultivated or grazed, but who had some agricultural
operations (other than a home garden) at his dwelling was
considered as living on the farm operated. Since some operators
live on their farms only a portion of the year, comparability of
the figures for various censuses may be influenced slightly by
the differences in the date of enumeration. Farm activities in
some areas are restricted to short, but rather definite periods,
especially for such crops as vegetables, fruits, nuts, wheat, and
other small grains. In such cases the operator may live in
nearby urban areas or at a considerable distance from the
land he operates, being on his farm only during the planting and
harvesting seasons.

About 93 percent of all farm operators reported that they lived
on the farms they operated in 1959. By economic class, the
proportion of nonresident operators is highest (about 18 percent)
for farms in Economic Class I and lowest (about 6 percent) for
farms in Economic Class VI. By type of farm, the proportion
of nonresident operators ranges from a high of 21.6 percent for
livestock ranches and 16.4 percent for fruit-and-nut farms to a
low of 2.4 percent for dairy farms. The high proportion of non-
residential operators for Economic Class I farms is related to
type of farm as livestock ranches, vegetable farms, and fruit-
and-nut farms make up one-third of all farms in Economic Class
I. Agricultural operations in these types of farms are either
seasonal or require less close supervision than other types of
farms or the operator lives in an urban area, making it possible
for operators to live off the farm all or most of the year,

Table 3 presents data for the residence of farm operators
for counties with 150 or more nonresident farm operators in
1959, provided nonresident operators represented 20 percent or
more of all farm operators in the county. These counties have
been grouped according to the most important type or types of
commercial farms in the county.

Years on Present Farm (Year Began Operation of Present
Farm).—The data for years on present farm reflect the stability
of operators on particular farms, It should be noted that the
number of years does not refer to the total years of farm ex-
perience, but fo the period during which the operator had been
in continuous charge of his present farm or any part of it. Tor
a farm operator who moved from another farm, the years on his
present farm represent only part of his experience as a farmer.
Likewise, a son who succeeds his father as operator of a partic-
ular farm may have had considerable previous farm experience
before becoming a farm operator.
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Table 3.-FARM OPERATORS REPORTING RESIDENCE ON OR OFF FARM FOR SELECTED COUNTIES:*

1959 AND 1954 L ]
" Operators not residing Operators not residing
Operators on farm operated Operators Operators on farm operated Operators
Al farm residing . - - not All farm residing not
State, county, operators on farm Percent of reporting State, county, operators on ferm Percent of reporting
and type of (number) operated Nunber operators residence and type of (number ) operated Number operators residence
agriculture (number) reporting as (number ) agriculture (number } e reporting as (number)
to residence to residence

11959 11954 1959 | 1954 | 1959 | 1954 {1959 |1954 |1959 |1954 1959 | 1954 | 1959 | 1954 |1959 |1954 | 1959, | 1954 |1959 | 1954

CASH GRAIN COTTON

California: Arizona
ColuBa. «auuansn 768 746 534 590 207 148 | 27.9 20.1 27 8 Pinal....... ves 700 | 1,047 432 703 166 332 | 27.8| 32.1 102 12

Yuma......: PO m 569 453 423 294 125 | 39.4| 22.8 24 21

Colorado: California:

Baca........... 773 934 492 €620 224 303 31.3| 32.8 57 1n Kern...oovveans 2,062 | 2,304 | 1,387 | 1,767 527 503 | 27.5| 22.2 148 34
Texas:

Kensas: Celdwell,...... 8191 1,236 602 | 1,001 206 212 25.5| 17.5 11 23
Finney......... 682 726 436{ 524 205 189 | 32.0( 26.5 41 13 Childress...... 526 706 348 553 155 151 | 30.8| 21.4 23 2
Ford........... 1,102 | 1,299 762 978 307 318 | 28.71 24.5 33 3 Collingsworth.. 710 856 498 752 168 96| 25.2) 11.3 44 8

Crosbye.oveans . 716 779 510 652 162 117 | 24.1 | 15.2 44 10

617 672 440 500 153 161 | 25.8 | 24.4 24 11 . 173 231 | 22.1| 21.2 58 10
568 587 398 459 153 116 | 27.81 20.2 17 12 172 150 31.4) 20.2 53 5
263 258 24.6} 19.7 13 19

5T 638 388 470 16l 162 | 29.3| 25.6 22 6 493 458 | 22.7| 17.1 71 57
834 885 558 673 209 205 | 27.2| 23.3 67 .7 156 1797 25.9( 21.6 6L 10
496 383 28.3| 15.7 161 78

835 965 552 760 168 186 23.3| 19.7 115 19 247 211 | 22.6f 18.7 5 27
871 972 591 748 213 215| 26.5| 22.3 67 9 158 11581 :64.0| '50.3! 14 8
233 191 29.1| 21.9 16 14

798 941 544 658 172 204 | 24.0| 23.7 82 79 208 200| 2L.7| 15.8 51 13
672 731 479 534 167 189 | 25.9| 26.1 26 8 203 172| 23.9| 17.9 40 6

Montanas SUGé.ggAFI’g AD
Hill........... 853 899 598 693 230 193| 27.8| 1.8 25 13
Roosevelt 724 860 508 646 170 97| 25.1| 13.1 46 117 || Hawedi:

Sheridan... 807 965 580 7 200 236 25.6| 24.8 27 12 Hawaii........ . {3,388 2,829 | 2,566 | 1,937 806 8581 23.9| 30.7 16 34

Nebraska: VEGETABLE
Cheyenne....... 897 953 645 762 198 181 | 23.5| '19.2) 54 10 |{ Florida:

Palm Beach..... 527 874 2N 577 211 288) 43.8) 33.3 45 9

New Mexico:

........ | omoe| 9es7| s2| 73| 1e9| 57| 2.4 17.3] 13| 47| FRUIT ADNUT
Celifornia:
1,158 760 906 206 219 21.3| 19.5 51 33
T4 892 575 37 164 1501 22.2| 16.9 35
1,196 | 1,279 917 |1,044 242 208 | 20.9| 16.6 37
22 . .
1,373 | 1,509 {1,016 [1,223( 313| 267| 23.6{ 17.9( 44 é’?;ﬁ 2’3253 i’éﬁi '271.45; 1'571 2153 %_2 zzg . gg
1,243 | 1,536 927 |1,161 272 331 22.7| 22.2 44 11856 1,379 1:434 392 3g3| 22.1| 21.1 92 39
1,333 1,406 | 867 (1,115 4| 27| 26.6| 19.6] 152 Lozl sl 721 216) 286 29.3) 28.41 35 10
’ 408 147 211 202 193| 57.9| 47.8 32 4
1,104 | 1,275 861 |1,054 222 20L| 20.5| 16.0 21 583 218 289 242 275| s2.6| 48.8 21 19
1,313 | 1,620 [1,020 [1,376 | 267| 232| 20.7| w4.4| 26 63| 200] 379 167, 298] 35.8| 44| 26 5
2,920/ 1,204 1,358 [ 1,420 1,518 54.1{ 52.8] 203 44
505 559 324 378 173 166 | 34.8| 30.5 8 804 562 608 169 188 | 23.1] 23.6 22 8
2,726 [ 1,470 1,700 | 946 |1,001| 39.2| 37.1[ 184 25
SLI\Lo | 6| em| 18] 12) 2.6) M8 23 4,020 [ 1)992 | 25277 | 976 [1,535| 3219 20.3| 60| 208
1,507 1,792 11,157 |1, : . 735| 373 | 358 234| 358 38.6| 50.0 4 19
641 694 449 535 187 153] 20.4| 22.2 5 1,173 | 1,024 917 320 230| 23.8| 20.1 27 26
1,019 | 1,156 696 886 270 249 28,01 2.9 53
1,205 (1,323 823 (1,058 326 242 28.4| 18.6 56 4,072 | 2,537 | 3,115 790 858 23.7| 21l.6 248 99
‘ Oklahoma:
753 828 540 659 165 163] 23.4| 19.8 48 6 : . 12.6 6
735 674 o 28 boA 13| 284 26.2 53 13 Jefferson...... 765 909 566 789 159 114| 21.9 40
Texas:
729 720 521 574 183 138 | 26.0( 19.4 25 8 Atascosa. . 1,210 1,481 892 {1,201 251 251} 22.0{( 17.3 67 29
1,206 | 1,546 907 [1,245 261 224 | 22,3} 15.2 38 ki Coleman. 1,105 1 1,427 803 | 1,155 263 243] 24.7| 17.4 39 29
Duvel..... 716 652 374 464 249 173| 40.0] 27.2 93 15
Palo Pinto 732 946 563 783 160 U7 22.1| 15.8 9 16
Weller.... 886 | 1,005 &75 819 185 42| 21.5| 14.8 26 bb
Young..e.ooenes 772 960 550 736 189 215| 25.6| 22.6 33 9
Utaht
1,336 | 1,572 11,012 11,308 280 236| 21.7| 15.3 b 28 IroBee.cvesnren 418 465 202 212 208 235{ 50.7; 52.6 8 18
1,193 {1,572 835 (1,143 325 409| 28.0) 26.4 33 20 905 { 1,094 616 837 201 243 24.6| 22.5 88 14
999 1 1,363 590 971 323 372 35.4) 27.7 86 20
1,308 | 1,642 913 |1,291 279 342| 23.4| 20.9 116 9 670 923 426 759 215 137{ 33.5| 15.3 29 27
1,239 (1,415 779 |1,022 397 384| 33.8( 27.3 63 9
MIXED TYPES

Texas: Californie

Matagorda...... 1,037 | 1,220 762 970 213 225| 21.8| 18.8 62 25 Imperial....... 1,306 1,633 742 | 1,182 420 4271 36.1| 26.5 144 24

lIncludes counties with 150 or more nonresident ft;.r—i";ri)emtofs in 1959, provided these represented 20 percent or more of ell farm operators in the county.
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Data relating to year on present farm were secured on the
basis of the inquiry:
221. When did you begin to op-
erate this place? . . . . Month Year
Report month if you began to
operate this place sinee January
1, 1958
The data obtained from this inquiry are presented under two
headings, as follows: (@) Operators by number of years on pres-
ent farm, and (D) operators by actual year began operation of
present farm. When the data are presented in terms of the re-
plies to the questionnaire inquiry, the term, “year of occupancy”
or “month of occupancy” is used. For comparison with prior
censuses, the data are expressed as ‘“years on present farm.”
For the 1959 census, data are shown by four-month periods for
those operators who began to operate their farms from January
1, 1959, through September 1959, or later.

Information for years on farm has been obtained for each
census beginning with 1910. In the censuses of 1959, 1954, 1950,
1930, and 1925, the inquiry called for the month as well as the
year of occupancy. For 1945, 1940, and 1935 the inquiry called
for only the year of occupancy. The questionnaire for 1920 and
1910 asked for the number of years and months the operator had
operated the farm occupied at the time of the census.

The data presented in this chapter on years on the present
farm for 1959 are not fully comparable with those for other
censuses. For each census, the data on years on farm have been
summarized by groups of years-on-present-farm. The number of
years or months comprising these groups of years-on-present-
farm has not always been the same largely because of changes
in the date of the census enumeration. Major groups of years-
on-farm used for compiling the data are: Less than 5 years, 5 to
9 years, 10 to 14 years, and 15 or more years. The group “less
than 5 years” has been subdivided into groups for single years
in some cases. The grouping of farm operators in each years-
on-farm group has generally been made on the basis of the
calendar year in which the farm operator began to operate his
present farm. However, the enumeration dates for the gensu’s;
enumerations have been January 1, April 1, April 15, and October
and November for censuses taken since 1910. Thus, for the year
in which the census was taken, the elapsed time from the begin-
ning of the calendar year to the date of the census enumeration
has been 0, 3, 8%, and 9 to 10 months for various censuses.
Likewise, the elapsed time from the date of the census enumera-
tion to the end of the calendar year varies from census to
census. The differences in the elapsed time from the date of
the census enumeration are shown in table 4 for each group
of “years on farm,” for each census since 1920. For each census
year are shown: (a) The year of cccupancy represented by each
column, (D) the exact period included in the group, expressed as
years and months from the census starting date, as well as an
indication of how these periods relate to the calendar year; (c)
the United States total for each group; and (d) the proportion
of all farm operators in each group. The column in which each
total is entered indicates the years-on-farm group in which this
particular classification is shown in the tables.

The differences between censuses in elapsed time from the
peginning of the calendar year to the date of the census enumera-
tion affects the comparability of data much more for the years-
on-farm groups under 5 years than for the years-on-farm groups
of 5to 9, 10 to 14, and 15 or more years.

For 1959, the average number of years on present farm for the
United States was 15 years, as compared with an average of 14
years for the 1954 census. This average was calculated by
dividing the sum of the years of occupancy for all farms report-
ing by the total number of operators reporting. The resulting
quotients are shown as whole numbers. For 1959, the United
States average of 1944 for the year began operation of present

farm was determined from the above calculation. The average
was subtracted from 1959 to establish 15 as the average number
of years on present farm for the United States. The average
year of occupancy and average number of years on present farm
have been obtained for each census beginning with 1940.

In 1959, although the inquiry asked the farm operator to re-
port both the month and the year of occupancy if the farmer
began farm operations since January 1, 1958, counts by month
were made only for operators beginning in the year 1959. For
1959, 157,612 farm operators reported 1959 as the year of occu-
pancy, but for 13,821, or 8.8 percent, of these the month in 1959
they began operation of their present farm was not reported.
These 13,821 were apportioned by month on a percentage basis
and added to the farms already reporting the month of occu-
pa ¢y in 1959 so that totals by month would be available for all
operators beginning operation of their farm in 1959. A similar
procedure was used in the 1954 Census of Agriculture.

The 23 percent decrease in the number of farms from 1954
to 1959 has caused significant changes in the total number and
may have affected the changes in the proportion of farm opera-
tors reporting for the different years-on-farm groups.

PERCENT OF FARM OPERATORS ON PRESENT FARMS 1 YEAR OR
LESS, BY TENURE: 1910 TO 1959
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[:Each period includes the entire time up to the next period following

GENERAL REPORT
Table 4.~ YEARS ON FARM AS CLASSIFIED FOR EACH CENSUS, WITH THE NUMBER OF OPERATORS IN EACH

CLASSIFICATION 1920

TO 1959

are based on reports for only a sample of farms. See text:]

Date for conterminous United States for 1959, 1954, and 1950

Years on farm, based on calendar years from Census date

Census
date Item Leas than 5 years 15 years
5 to 9 years 10 to 14 years a
1 year or less® ] 2 years ’ 3 yearsJﬁ years and over
Oct.- Year of OCCUPANCY..eseevssesnse 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 ] 1954 I 1953 | 1952 | 1951 | 1950 I 1949 ‘ 1948 l 1947 [ 1946 | 1945 end earlier
Nov. | i - ~ —
19592 | Operators Teportinge....veeeececsecses 157,612 | 161,237 | 167,286 | 152,464 629,773 714,314 1,625,662 :
Percent of operators reporting..... bob 4.5 4.6 4.2 17.5 19.8 45.1
Years and months from Census date..... 10 mo. 10 to 22 to 34 to |3 yr. 10 mo. to 8 yr. 10 mo, [8 yr. 10 mo. to 13 yr. 10 mo.{ 13 yr. 10 mo.
or less | 22 mo. | 34 mo. | 46 mo. or more
638,599 or 17.7 .
Oct,= Year of OCCUDANCY...vesvecnsnss ] 1954 l 1953 l 1952 1951 1950 ‘ 1949 l 1948 ] 1947 l 1946 | 1945 [ 1944 [ 1943 l 1942 ] 1941 | 1940 and earlier
Nov. e vl — —~ A — — | .
19542 3 . [ v v s
Operators reporting........ ... 309,075 251,881 | 234,057 | 263,028 | 261,959 1,171,866 715,041 1,772,447
Percent of operators rep NEueens . 5.4 5.0 5.6 5.6 25.1 15.3 38.0
Years and months from Census date.....| 12 mo. or less | 10 mo. 10 to 22 to 34 to |3 yr. 10 mo, to 8 yr. 10 mo. |8 yr. 10 mo. to 13 yr. 10 mo. 13 yr. 1olmo.,
or less | 22 mo. | 34 mo. | 46 mo. or more
N
1,010,935 or 21.64
Apr. 1, Year of CCCUPANCY.evraseraseces I 1950 I 1949 ] 1948 I 19474 l 1946 1945 I 1944 ] 1943 I 1942 l 1941 1 1940 I 1939 I 1938 I 1937 ] 1936 | 1935 and earlier
1950 ——————— e AN " N v
- rr——
Operators Xeportings..seeeesssveesses | 472,190 | 271,150 450,399 |380,779 (378,370 | 377,176 1,012,262 637,533 1,556,580
Percent of operators reporting..... 9.3 5.4 8.9 7.5 7.5 74 20.0 12.6 30.7
Years and months from Census date..... |12 mo. )3 mo. or[3 to 15| 15 1o 27 to 39 to 4 yr. 3 mo. to 9 yr. 3 mo. |9 yr. 3 mo. to 14 yr. 3 mo. 14 yr. 3 mo. or
or less | less mO. 27 mo. | 39 mo. | 51 mo. [Includes 141 farms in Alaska more
reporting 10 years or
1,857,874 or Bg,_'rfi mote on fam |
Jan. 1, Year of OCCUPANCY..vreeeecesans 1945 ] 1944 1943 1942 ] 1941 I 1940 1939 ] 1938 | 1937 ] 1936 [ 1935 | 1934 ‘ 1933 I 1932 l 1931 [ 1930 | 1929 and earlier
19453 —_ ] TR X A ) e e
Operators FepOrting..cseeeseescenennns 901,705 | 425,098 (384,666 | 311,466 | 404,166+ 955,527 609,496 1,727,927
Percent of operators reporting...... 15.7 7ol 6.7 5.4 7.1 16.7 10.6 30.2
Years and months from Census date..... lyr.or|lito2 [2%03 [3to4 |4te5
e g g - o 5 to 10 yr. 10 to 15 yr. 15 yr. and over
2,427,101 or 42.4%
Apr. 1, Year of OCCUPANCY.evsnctavocnne l 1940 I 1939 1938 | 1937 l 1936 1935 I 1934 l 1933 ] 1932 I 1931 1930] 1929 l 1928 I 1927 l 1926 | 1925 and earlier
1940 —_ (SR S .
Operators TepoTting.ceesecsesrecsoasens 441,830 | 556,976 | 449,967 | 381,640 | 318,373 944,513 687,065 1,830,230
Percent of operators reporting...... 7.9 9.9 8.0 6.8 5.7 16.8 12.2 32.6
Years and mouths from Census date..... 3'mo. or| 3 to 15| 15 to 27 to 39 to
less mo. 27 mo. | 39 mo. 51 mo. | 4 yr. 3 mo. to 9 yr. 3 mo. |9 yr. 3 mo, to 14 yr, 3 mo. 14 yr. 3 mo.
- - [Includes 222 farms in Alaska and over
2,148,786 or 38.3% reporting 10 years or moce on farm]
Jan.zl, Year of OCCUPANCY.cevrveosscrsee 1935 I 1934 I 1933 1932 I 1931 ! 1930 1929 ’ 1928 l 1927 ] 1926 l 1925 | 1924 I 1923 I 1922 l 1921 l 1920 | 1919 and earlier
1935 —_— ~ - — b - -
Operators YePOrting..eseesaseessessnes 1,197,204 | 521,572 | 445,805 {348,027 | 396,566 1,080,447 781,973 1,905,648
Percent of operators reporting..... 17.9 7.8 6.7 5.2 5.9 16.2 11.7 28.5
Years and months from Census date..... 1yr.or{lto2 (2 o 3 |3to4 |4 to 5 5 to 10 yr. 10 to 15 yr. 15 yr. and over
less yr. yr. yr. yr.
2,909,174 or 43.6%
spr. 1, Year of OCCUPANCY+vererseseuvss [ 1030 | 1025 | 1028 | 1927 | 1926 | 1025 [1924 | 1923 | 1922 [ 1921 [ 1920 | 1929 | 1918 | 1917 | 1916 | 1005 and earlier
1930 -~ — — - gt
Operators rePOrtiNge.cccesereseeeccnes 706,893 | 299,607 | ! 1,014,956 939,418 797,491 1,596,159
i
Percent of operators reporting..... 1.7 5.0 16.8 15.5 1.2 26.4
1,005,438"1 689,698
16.6 11.4
Years and months from Census date,.... 1 yr.oril to 2 2 yr. to 4 yr. 3 mo. 4 yr. 3 mo. t0 9 yr. 3 mo. 9 yr. 3 mo. to 14 yr. 3 mo. 14 yr. 3 mo.
less yr. : [Includes 135 farma in Alaska and and over
1,558 farms in Hawaii reporting
2,710,092 or 44.8% over 10 years on farm]
an. 1 Year of OCCUPANCY.coassssnvsess 1925 1924 1923 1922 [ 1321 I 1920 1919 | 1918 I 1917 1916| 1915 1914‘ 1913 | 1912 1911] 1910 } 1909 and earlier
Jan. 1, pancy 3 Rt ]
19252 - - — . i
Operators reporting....cecvevecccessss 1,150,056 | 539,034 | 443,571 | 366,859 | 485,040 | 539,342 342,462 333,487 529,741 1,488,887
Percent of operators reporting..... 18.5 8.7 7.1 5.9 7.8 8.7 5.5 5% 8.5 23,9
Years and months from Census date..... lyr.or{lto2 j2%03 [3tc4 (4105 |5t07yr. |7 t0o9yr. |9 to 1Y yr. 11 to 15 yr. 15 yr. and over
less yr. yr. yr. yr.
2,984,560 or 48.0f 1,215,291 or 19.5%
Jan. 1, Year of 0CCUDENCY®ereresrsensns ] 1919 | 1918 | 1917 | 1916 | 1015 | 1014 [1923 | 1922 [ 1911 [ 2910 | 1909 ] 1908 | 1907 | 1906 | 1905 | 1904 and eariter
1920% PR ' T
Operators TePOrtiNg.ee.eeresrssssrcons 660,713 | 898,019 1,397,958 1,086,458 2,184,391
Percent of operators reporting..... 10.6 14.4 22,4 17,4 35,1
Years and months from Census date..... 1yr.or|1lto2 2 to 5 yr. 5 t0 10 yr. 10 yr. and over
less yr.
« -

1Tneludes some farm operators moving after the Census date.
238,210 operators reporting in 1945.
date in determining years on farm.
52 farms in Alaske reporting 3 to 4 years on farm.

See text.
See text.

2,956,690 or 47.5

5Based on number of years and months on farm as operator.

The 1950 Census figure includes 15,025 operators reporting April 1950 or later; eand the 1945 Census figure includes
2starting dates for the 1959 and 1954 Census enumeration varled by States and areas.
See map in Introduction for actual starting dates in each State and area.

November 1, 1959, was used as tne Census
3Data for Alaske and Hawaii not included.

4Includes
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The proportion of operators reporting less than 5 years on
present farm declined from 21.6 percent in 1954 to 17.7 percent
in 1959, while operators reporting 10 or more years on their
farm increased from 53.3 percent in 1954 to 64.9 percent in 1959.
The large proportional decline in the number of farms operated
by tenants representing about two-fifths of the decline in all
farms since 1954, and the fact that the proportion of tenants
in the years-on-farm group “under 10 years” is much higher
than the other tenure groups of farm operators are mainly re-
spousible for changes between 1954 and 1959 in the proportion
of farm operators in the years-on-farm groups.

YEARS ON FARM-NUMBER OF OPERATORS REPORTING, BY
TENURE, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1910 TO 1959

Hundreds of thousands
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Most of the change in the proportionate distribution of farm
operators by years on farms has taken place in the South where
there have been extensive changes in the number of farm opera-
tors together with some significant changes in the tenure system
in recent years. For croppers there has been a 55 percent de-
crease in number since 1954, but the average years on the farm
for croppers has increased from 6 years in 1954, to 7 years in

1959. The proportion of croppers on their farms less than 5
years has decreased from 55 percent in 1954, to 49 percent in
1959, and the proportion of croppers on their farms 10 years or
more has increased from 20 percent in 1954, to 29 percent in 1959.

Table 5.-MONTH OF OCCUPANCY FOR FARM OPERA-
" TORS WHOBEGAN OPERATION OF THEIR PRESENT
FARM SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE CENSUS
YEAR, FOR THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES,
THE NORTH, THE SOUTH, AND THE WEST: 1959
AND 1954

[:Dats for conterminous United States are based on reports of only a sample of farms.
See text. Figures for }?59 for div:leiomz_ and State_s in Table 25]

Operators Percent
Month reporting distribution
1959 19541 1959 195%™
United States:
January to date of enumeration, totel..... 157,313 251,881 100.0 100.0
January through April..........c.oouvunn 108,297 | 183,420 68.8 72.8
May through AUGUSt. . ««.veenerecnronnnns 30,687 | 40,581 19.5 16.1
September Or later....c.eeviriiranaaian 18,329 27,880 11.7 1.1
North:
January to date of enumeration, total..... 62,780 85,788 100.0 100.0
January through April.................. 43,381 59,252 69.1 69.1
May through AUBUSL. .- .e.ersenenerarnans 13,511 | 16,994 21.5 19.8
September or leter..........c.cviuiannn. 5,888 9,542 9.4 11.1
South:
Jenuery to date of enumeration, total..... 77,201 | 142,768 100.0 100.0
January through April 55,675 | 112,018 72.1 78.5
May through August...... e 11,680 16,295 15.1 11.4
September or later......ceeeeenarinnnn. 9,846 14,455 12.8 10.1
West: —
Jenuary to date of enumeration, total..... 17,332 23,325 100.0 100.0
January through April 9,241 | 12,150 53.3 52.1
May through AUGUSD.«veeeeeereaens . 5,496 7,292 31.7 31.3
September or later.......c...ooiaaionl. 2,595 3,883 15.0 16.6

1Data for Alaska and Hawaii not included.

Since most tenants begin farming operations or move to new
farms during the first few months of a year, the large
decrease in the number of farms operated by tenants has also
had an effect on the number and the proportion of farm operators
occupying new farms during different time periods during the
year. Data in table 5 shows that the proportion of farm opera-
tors beginning new farm operations in the January through
April period has decreased from 72.8 percent in 1954, to 68.8 per-
cent in 1959. Again the decrease in the number of farms oper-
ated by tenants in the South accounted for most of the change in
proportions.

Off-Farm Work.—Farm operators reporting off-farm work vary
from those who supplement their farm incomes with odd or
spare-time jobs to those operators who have regular nonfarm
jobs and use the farm to either supplement their regular income
or as a rural residence. The operators with odd or spare-time
jobs usually consider their nonfarm employment to be of second-
ary importance, and they may work part-time on someone else’s
farm, or work at seasonal nonfarm jobs.

Many persons who may be employed in cities or have other
regular nonfarm jobs, are living in rural areas, but have sufficient
agricultural activities to qualify their places as farms, Some of
these operators may be producing agricultural products largely
for home use, while others are using the farm to supplement
their regular nonfarm income. Some of the farm operators work-
ing off their farms are using their nonfarm income as a source
of capital for expanding their farming operations.
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Since the 1950 census, the questionnaire has carried essen-
tially the same following four inquiries to determine the extent
to which farm operators were dependent upon off-farm work
and income from sources other than the farm operated.

OFF-FARM WORK AND OTHER INCOMl:

222. How many days this year did you work off your farm? Tiiclude work at a nonfarm job, business
profession, or on someone else’s farm.  Include days you expect to work off your farm between now and
Decernber 31, 1959. (Do not include exchange work.)

(Mark one.) g [ (1) 2 [¢)) @ (9]
None [ 11049 days [J | S0t0 93 daye O 100 to 199 daye (] 200 or more daye (]
223. Did any other member of your family living with you have a nonfarm job,
business, profession, or work on someonc dise’s farm this year? . , . . . . . . . . . No ] Yes (O
224. Have you any income this year from any of the following sources: Sale of
products from land renird out?  Cash rent? Boarders” Socwul Security? Old-age
assistance? Pensions? Veterans’ allowances? Unemployment compensation? Interest?
Dividends?  Profits from nonfanin busmess? Finanaal help from members of yonr
family? . . ... 0oL L. e e e e e e e e e e e e e No O Yes O
(If “None"” for question 222 and *'No" for both gquestions 223 and
224, skip to question [226])
225. Will the income whieh you and your family receive from work off the farin and
from other sources (Iisted 1 questions 223 and 224) be greater than the total value of alt
agrieultural products sotd or to be sold from your pluce this yeer? . . . . . . . . . . No O Yes O

Information on work off the farm by farm operators has been
obtained for each census beginning with 1930. The wording of
the inquiry has varied somewhat for the different censuses. In
1940 the inquiry covered the total number of days the operator
worked off the farm for pay or income, with supplemental in-
quiries for (@) the number of days spent at farm work not con-
nected with the farm operated and (b) the number of days
spent at nonfarm jobs, businesses, or professions. The 1935
census inquiry specified “work for pay or income not connected
with the farm you operate.” The 1930 inquiry specified “work
for pay at jobs not connected with the farm you operate.” The
enumerator was specifically instruected to omit exchange labor
for each census except 1940, when no instructions were given.

Farm operators reporting “none” for days of work off farm
and those not reporting as to off-farm work were not tabulated
separately in the 1959 Census of Agriculture. For 1935, 1940,
1950, and 1954 censuses, data are shown separately for farm
operators reporting ‘“none” for days of work off farm in Volume
II: General Report, 1954 Census of Agriculture. The propor-
tion of the farm operators for whom the inquiry regarding off-
farm work was not reported, varied from 1.4 percent in 1954, to
7.8 percent in 1939.

NUMBER OF FARM OPERATORS REPORTING WORK OFF THEIR
FARMS, BY NUMBER OF DAYS, BY TENURE, FOR THE UNITED
STATES: 1934 TO 1959

Thousands of farm operators

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400
1 to 99 days
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——
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The proportion of farm operators who work off their farms
increased significantly during the last 15 years. Prior to 1949,

approximately 3 out of 10 farm operators reported some work
off the farm operated. During the last two censuses about 5 out
of every 11 farm operators reported some work off their farms.
The change during the last 15 years in the propbrtion of the farm
operators working off their farms 100 or more days or 200 or
more days has been much greater than the change in the propor-
tion of farm operators working off their farms. ¥From 1949 to
1959, the proportion of farm operators working off their farms
100 days or more, increased from 23.3 to 29.9 percent and the
proportion of farm operators working off their farms 200 days
or more, from 17.5 to 23.7 percent.

The increase during the last 15 years in the proportion of farm
operators working off their farms is the result largely of the
increase in proportion of farm operators of commercial farms
working off their farms. Also, there has been a very significant
increase during the last decade in the percentage of the farm
operators of farms with gross sales of $2,500 to $9,999 working
off the farm 100 or more days as indicated by the following data:

Percent oF FarRM OperaTORS REPORTING WORK OFF THE FARM
BY TotraL Varue or FarM Probucts SoLp, For THE CONTER-
MiNoUs UNITED StaTes: 1959, 1954, anp 1949

Percent of farm operators reporting—

100 or more days of
work off farm

Value of farm

products sold per farm Work off farm

1959 | 1954 | 1949.( 1959 | 1954 | 1949

All farm operators_| 44.8 | 45.0 | 38.8 [ 29.8 (27.9 | 23.3
Under $2,500-___________ 58.1155.5147.6 |46.1 (40.5 | 32.6
$2,500 to $4,999__________| 43.4 1 36.3 |128.3(26.7]16.2 | 11.0
$5,000 to $9,999__________ 35.1|381.2|24.0|16.2 | 10.2 7.0
$10,000 and over_—________ 26.6 125.6 |21.0} 9.9} 7.5 6.7

The most significant change in off-farm work since 1954 has
been in the increased proportion of farm operators working 100
or more days off the farm. Of the farm operators working off
the farm in 1959. 66.5 percent reported 100 or more days of off-
farm work. This compares to 61.9 percent in 1954. The
proportion of all farm operators working any days off the farm
has remained relatively constant at about 45 percent. If the
definition of a farm had not been changed the proportion of
farm operators working off their farms for 1959 would have been
higher (46.1 percent, see table 1).

Of the three regions, the West had the highest proportion of all
operators working off the farm 100 or more days, 35.6 percent,
whereas the South had the greatest increase as the proportion in-
creased from 29.5 percent in 1954, to 32.9 percent in 1959. In the
South in 1959, 35.1 percent of the white operators worked off the
farm 100 or more days compared to only 21.4 percent of the non-
white operators.

The change in the number of farm operators working off their
farms from 1954 to 1959, is affected by the change in the definition
of a farm and also by the large decline in the number of farms
with relatively low gross sales of farm products. More than
half of the farm operators of farms with sales of farm products
of less than $2,500 worked off their farms in 1954. In 1959, on
the other hand, there was a substantial increase in the number
of farm operators working off their farms 100 days or more in
areas, such as the Midwest, where there are substantial numbers
of farms with sales of farm products of $2,500 to $9,999.

Table 2 presents data for operators working 100 or more days
off the farm by economic class and type of farm. A higher pro-
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UNITED STATES
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portion of eperators in the lower economic classes work off the
farm 100 or more days. The proportion also varies by type of
farm, for example, approximately one-fourth of the fruit-and-nut
and poultry farm operators reported 100 or more days worked
off the farm compared to less than 10 percent of the tobacco
and cotton farms. The data indicate that the proportion of farm

operators working off the farm is influenced by the type of farm-
ing and by the availability of off-farm jobs. Such economic
factors as increased mechanization and specialization in farming,
better tramsportation, and expansion and decentralization of
industries throughout rural areas have given farm operators
more time and greater opportunity for off-farm employment.

PERCENT OF ALL FARM OPERATORS WORKING OFF THEIR FARMS, 1959

UNITED STATES AVERAGE
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Off-Farm Work by Other Members of Farm Operator’s Family.—
Statistics on off-farm work by other members of the farm opera-
tor’s family are available only for 1959 and 1954. For 1959, 21.6
percent of all farm operators reported other members of their
family performed work off the farm, compared to 15.9 percent
for 1954,

The proportion of farm operators reporting members of their
family having nonfarm jobs, businesses, or professions is much
greater for the group of farms with the farm operator working
off the farm than for the group of farms with the farm operator
not working off the farm. However, the differences among ten-
ure groups in the proportion of farm operators reporting mem-
bers of the family working off the farm are not large.

Percent oF FARM OperaTORs RePORTING OFr-FARM WORK BY
*
Oraer MemBeRrs o OPErRATOR's FAMILY, BY TENURE OF OPER-
ATOR, rOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959

Farms with|T %rg‘rsnt‘?rth
All operator pnot

Tenure of operator farms rggglggg reporting

(percent) work off-farm

(percent) | p‘;x(')creknt)
Total — 21.6 28.9 15.6
Full owners_ 22.3 29.3 15.8
Part owners - 22.3 29.9 17.0
Managers 15.1 22.7 13.0
All tenants 19.1 26.6 13.7
Cash 21.5 26.9 15.5
Share-cash ——— 17.2 24.0 13.5
Crop-share 18.7 25.8 13.6
Livestock-share___._____.______| 17.9 26.3 14.5
Croppers (South only)_________. 19.3 31.2 11.8
Other and unspecified__________. 20.6 26.6 14.1

There was a significant increase from 1954 to 1959 in the pro-

portion of farm operators reporting off-farm work by members of
the operator’s family for each tenure group.

Percent or FarMm OrperaTOrs ReporTING Orr-FaARM WORK BY

Oruer Memsers oF OperaTOrR's Famiry, By TENURE oOF
OpeErATOR, FPOR THE CoNTerRMiNous UNrTep StaTes: 1959
AND 1954

Percent of operators re-
porting off-farm work
by other members of

Tenure of operator operator’'s family

Crop-share
Livestock-share
Croppers (South only)
Other and unspecified

1959 1954
Total - 21.6
Full owners_______________ 222
Part owners. - 22.2
Managers 15.1
All temantS oo 19.0
Cash__________________ 21.2
Share-cash 17.2
18.7
179
19.3
20.5
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Income of Farm Operator From Sources Other Than Farm Oper-

ated.—For 1959, 39.3 percent of all farm operators reported
income from sources other than the farm operated (sale of
products from land rented out, cash rent, boarders, old-age
assistance, pensions, allowances, unemployment compensation,
interest, dividends, profits from nonfarm business, and help from
members of his family) as compared to 27.9 percent in 1954,
Since 1954, the proportion of farm operators reporting income
from sources other than the farm operated has increased in
every geographie division and for each tenure -group.
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PerceNT oF FArRM OperaTors RerorTing Income From Ore-
THE-FARM Sources, By TENURE oF OPERATOR, FOR THE CON-
TERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 1959 anp 1954

Percent of operators re-
porting income from
Tenure of operator off-the-farm sources

1959 1954
Total _______ . __ 39.3 27.9
47.1 33.1
33.4 25.6
Managers_ o 27.0 18.8
All tenants________________________________ 23.9 17.3
Cash________________ . 34.2 27.5
Share-eash_________.______________________ 24.0 17.3
Crop-share_______________________________ 22.6 15.4
Livestock-share___________________________ 21.6 15.3
Croppers (South only) ____________________ 13.7 10.1
Other and unspeeified.___________________ 30.4 26.6

Relationship of Income From Off-Farm Sources to Value of Agri-
cultural Products Sold.—The proportion of farm operators re-
porting family income from off-farm sources exceeding the value
of agricultural products sold has increased from 29.8 percent in
1954, to 35.8 percent in 1959. If there had been no change in
definition of a farm the proportion would have been 38.8 percent
in 1959. Although the proportions for all geographic areas in-
creased, the increase for the South was more than fqr any other
area since 1954, as the increase in the proportion of farm oper-
ators reporting 100 or more days of work off the farm and report-
ing off-farm work by other members of the operator's family, in
the South, was more than that for any other area.

The proportion of farm operators with income from off-the-farm
sources exceeding the value of farm products sold was greater
in 1959 than in 1954 for each tenure group.

Percent oF FARM OperAaTORs ReporTING INcOME From Orr-.

THE-FARM Sources ExceepinG taE VaLue or FarMm ProbucTs
Sorp, BY TENURE OF OPERATOR, FOR THE CONTERMINOUS
Unitep Srates: 1959 anp 1954

Percent of farms
reporting—
Tenure of operator

1959 1954
Total oo 35.8 29.8
Tull owners_ . 47.2 39.0
Part owners___________ ___________________._ 20.9 18.0
Managers_.______ . _____________ . _______. 16.0 11.2
All tenants____ 20.5 16.9
Cash_ . _________ 39.4 37.8
Share-cash______________ . ___________. 8.0 6.1
Crop-share_________ e 17.3 12.9
Livestock-share________ 8.0 4.9
Croppers (South only)_ 16.1 11.2
Other and unspéeified________________ 42.1 38.9

In 1959, three-fifths of the farm operators of farms, with the
farm operator reporting work off the farm, reported the income
of the farm operator and members of his family from sources
off the farm exceeded the value of farm products sold. There
were significant differences among the various tenure groups.

There was also a significant number of farm operators not
working off their farms (or not reporting work off their farms)
with income from off-farm sources exceeding the value of farm
products sold. For this group, the proportion of farm operators
reporting income from off-farm sources varied by tenure.

Percent or Farm OpreraTors ReporRTING INcOME FroM Orr-
THE-FARM Sources Exceeping THE VALUE o FarM Propucts
SoLp, BY TeENURE OF OpPERATOR, FOR THE UNITED STATES:
1959

Farms with
g
F’:ggﬁat‘:’)‘:h opemttor
not .
Tenure of operator rggf}rut:nmg reporting
work off-fui-(m
wor
(percent) (percent)
Total_- - 58.8 17.2
Full owners 70.4 26.0
Part owners___ 41.2 6.8
Managers. e 50.0 6.6
All tenants__ 40.0 6.7
Cash_ e 62.3 15.0
Share-cash_______ ——- 19.3 1.8
Crop-share_______ _________ 24.1 53
Livestock-share_________ 21.2 2.0
Croppers (South only) 31.9 6.2
Other and unspecified - 64.4 18.3

The proportion of farms with the income from off-the-farm
sources exceeding the value of farm products sold increased
significantly from 1950 to 1959, not only for farms with sales of
farm products of $2,500 and over but also for farms with sales
of farm products of less than $2,500.

Percent oF FArRM OprerATORs ReporTiNG IncoMme FroMm Orr-
THE-FARM Sources Exceeping Varue or FarM Probucts
Sorp, BY VaLue oF FArRM Probpucts SoLp, vorR THE CONTER-
Minous UnNitep States: 1959, 1954, anp 1950

1959 1954 1950
Value of farm products sold (percent) | (percent) | (percent)
Farms with sales of farm prod-
ucts of—
Total____ ] 35.8 29.8 29.1
Under $2,600________________ 62.5 46.6 43.0
$2,500 to $4,999_____________ 27.2 12.6 10.2
$5,000 to $9,999__ . ___ 12.6 6.4 5.3
$10,000 and over———.________. 6.5 4.5 4.3

OFF-FARM WORK AND OTHER INCOME OF FARM OPERATOR
AND HIS FAMILY—NUMBER AND PERCENT OF OPERATORS
REPORTING, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959 AND 1954

Hundreds of thousands of farm operators
0 4 8 12 16

Farm operators reporting 100 days or more worked off-farm

1959 1,107,608 or 29.9%

1354 1,333,726 or 27.9%

Farm operators reporting other members of family working off-farm
1959 800,472 or 21.6%

1954 761,070 or 15.9%

Farm operators reporting income from other sour¢es

1959 1,468,810 or 39.3%
L
1954 1,334,538 or 27.9%

Farm operatars reportin

other income of family Exceeding value of farm products sold

1969 1,328,840 or 35.8%
e ]
1954 1,424,233 or 20.8%
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In 1959, the Pacific Division had the highest proportion, 46.8
percent, of farm operators reporting income from off-farm
sources exceeding the value of agricultural products sold, com-
pared to the West North Central Division with the lowest, 19.7
percent. West Virginia had the highest among the States with
64.7 percent; North Dakota had the lowest with 8.0 percent.
This is consistent with the data for farm operators reporting
off-farm work, as West Virginia had one of the highest propor-
tions of operators reporting 100 or more days of off-farm work
while North Dakota had the lowest. The relationship between
the proportion of farm operators working 100 or more days off
the farm and the proportion of operators reporting income from
off-the-farm sources exceeding the value of agricultural sales
would indicate that off-farm work constitutes a main source of
income from off-the-farm sources.

In 1959, only 12.5 percent of the operators of commercial farms
reported income from off-the-farm sources exceeding the value of
agricultural products sold, whereas 79.4 percent of the other
farms did. The economic classes of farms with the larger values
of farm products sold have a lower proportion of operators re-

porting off-the-farm income exceeding the value of agricultural
products sold. Other farms account for two-thirds of all farm
operators 65 years of age and older, over two-thirds of all oper-
ators working 100 or more days off farm, and over three-fourths
of all operators i'eporting off-the-farm income exceeding the value
of agricultural products sold.

In 1959, over one-fourth of the operators of commercial poultry
and fruit-and-nut farms report off-the-farm income exceeding the
value of farm sales, whereas, less than one-tenth of the operators
of tobacco, cotton, and dairy farms so report. Again the close
relationship between off-farm work and income from off-the-farm
source is evident by type of farm. Certain types of farms, such
as dairy farms, which have high labor requirements throughout
the year, have low proportions of operators working off farms
and, therefore, low proportions of operators reporting income
from off-the-farm sources eXceeding value of farm products sold.
Lack of off-the-farm-work opportunities in certain areas in the
South are related to the low proportion of operators reporting
off-the-farm income exceeding the value of agricultural products
sold.

UNITED STATES
TOTAL
1,328,840

.. FARM OPERATORS WITH-OTHER INCOME OF FAMILY EXCEEDING VALUE

OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD, 1959

1 DOT—-200 OPERATORS
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