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portion of aperators in the lower economic classes work off the 
farm 100 or more days. The proportion also varies by type of 
farm, for example, approximately one-fourth of the fruit-and-nut 
and poultry farm operators reported 100 or more days worked 
off the farm compared to less than 10 percent of the tobacco 
and cotton farms. The data indicate that the proportion of farm 

operators working off the farm is influenced by the type of farm
ing and by the availability of off-farm jobs. Such economic 
factors as increased mechanization and specialization in farming, 
better transportation, and expansion and decentralization of 
industries throughout rural areas have given farm operators 
more time and greater opportunity for off-farm employment. 

PERCENT OF All FARM OPERATORS WORKING OFF THEIR FARMS, 1959 

O:tr-Farm Work by Other Members of Farm Operator's Family.
Statistics on off-farm work by other members of the farm opera
tor's family are available only for 1959 and 1954. For 1959, 21.6 
percent of all farm operators reported other members of their 
family performed work off the farm, compared to 15.9 percent 
for 1954. 

The proportion of farm operators reporting members of their 
family having nonfarm jobs, businesses, or professions is much 
greater for the group of farms with the farm operator working 
off the farm than for the group of farms with the farm operator 
not working off the farm. However, the differences among ten
ure groups in the proportion of farm operators reporting mem
bers of the family working off the farm are not large. 

PERCENT OF FARM OPERATORs REPORTING OFF-FARM WoRK BY 

OTHER MEMBERS OF OPERAToR's FAMILY, BY TENURE OF OPER

ATOR, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959 

Tenure of operator 

~~1~i~l~ffft~~t~Itt~tt~ 
Share-cash ____________________ _ 
Crop-share ___________________ _ 
Livestock-share-________________ _ 
Croppers (South only) _________ _ 
Other and unspecified __________ _ 

All 
farms 

(percent) 

21.6 
22.3 
22.3 
15.1 
19.1 
2Ui 
17.2 
18.7 
17.9 
19.3 
20.6 

Farms with Farms with 
operator operator 
reporting not 
off·farm reporting 

work off-farm 
(percent) work 

(percent) 

28.9 
29.3 
29.9 
22.7 
26.6 
26.9 
24.0 
25.8 
25.3 
31.2 
26.6 

15.6 
15.8 
17.0 
13.0 
13.7 
15.5 
13.5 
13.6 
14.5 
11.8 
14.1 
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There was a significant increase from 1954 to 1959 in the pro
portion of farm operators reporting off-farm work by members of 
the operator's family for each tenure group. 

PERCENT OF FARM OPERATORs REPORTING OFF-FARM WoRK BY 

OTHER MEMBERS OF OPERATOR's FAMILY, BY TENURE OF 

OPERATOR, FOR THE CoNTERMINous UNITED STATES: 1959 
AND 1954 

Tenure of operator 

Full o,Jn~~~~~~-----~~~~~~~~----_-_-_-_-_---~~~~~~~~~ 
~~';!'ag:;.~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ All tenants _______________________________ _ 

Cash ___________________________________ _ 

Share-cash------------------------------· 

if~~;t~k-~har~=====~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Croppers (South only) ___________________ _ 
Other and unspecified ____________________ _ 

Percent of operators re
porting off-farm work 
by other members of 
operator's family 

1959 

21.6 
22.2 
22 2 
15:1 
19.0 
21.2 
17.:: 
18.7 
17.9 
19.3 
20.5 

1954 

15.9 
17.3 
16.2 
lOA 
12.4 
16.4 
11.1 
12.0 
11.1 
10.8 
15.1 

Income of Farm Operator From Sources Other ·Than Farm Oper
ated.-For 1959, 39.3 percent of all farm operators reported 
income from sources other than the farm operated (sale of 
products from land rented out, cash rent boarders old-age 
!1-ssistance.. pensions, allowances, unemploy~ent com~nsation, 
mterest, d1v1dends, profits from nonfarm business and help from 
members of. his family) as compared to 27.9 ~rcent in 1954. 
Since 1954, the proportion of farm operators reporting income 
from sources other than the farm operated has increased in 
every geographic division and for each tenure group·. 
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