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Chapter XL—ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM

Introduction.—This chapter presents data showing character-
istics of farms and farm operators by economic class of farm. A
classification of farms by economic class was made for the purpose
of segregating groups of farms that are similar in their character-
istics and size of agricultural operations. There exists a wide
diversity within the units defined as farms by the census. The
segregating of farms into economic class groups makes it possible
to provide basic data for an analysis of the organization of agri-
culture from the viewpoint of use of resources and amount and
source (farm or off-the-farm) of income.

The data for farms grouped by economic class supplement
those for other classifications which were made on the basis of
size of farm (as measured by total area in the farm) presented
in chapter V, tenure of farm operator presented in chapter X,
and type of farm presented in chapter XII.

Source of Data.—The data presented in this chapter are from
the 1959 Census of Agriculture with some comparable data from
the 1954 Census of Agriculture. The 1959 data are not fully
comparable to the 1954 data because of () the change in the
definition of a farm and (2) the change in the criteria for some
economic classes. The definition of a farm for the 1959 Census
of Agriculture was based on the “acres in the place’” and the esti-
mated value of agricultural products sold. Places of less than
10 acres, in 1959, were counted as farms if the estimated sales of
agricultural products for the year amounted to at least $250.
Places of 10 or more acres were counted, in 1959, if the estimated
sales of agricultural products amounted to at least $50. In the
1954 Census of Agriculture places of three or more acres were
counted as farms if the annual value of agricultural products,
whether for home use or for sale but exclusive of home garden prod-
ucts, amounted to $150 or more. Places of less than three acres
were counted as farms only if the annual sales of agricultural
products amounted to $150 or more.

The net effect of the change in the definition of a farm resulted
in a reduction of 232,000 farms from 1954 to 1959. More than
200,000 of these farms would have been classified as “other”
farms if counted as farms in 1959.

A sample of approximately 20 percent of the farms was classi-
fied by economic class for the conterminous United States. The
data in this chapter represent estimates for the farms in the conter-
minous United States based on tabulations of the data for the
farms included in the sample. A description of the enumeration
procedures, processing of data, sampling methods, and statistical
tables giving measures of reliability of estimates based on a
sample of farms may be found in the Introduction to this volume.
All farms in Alaska and Hawaii were classified by economic class
and all farms were included in the tabulation by economic class.

‘Presentation of Statistics.—This chapter presents 1959 data for
the United States, the conterminous United States, the North,
the South, the West, and nine geographic divisions. An outline
map showing these geographic areas appears in the Introduction
to this volume.

Table 5 of this chapter presents a summary for the United
States of nearly all available basic data relating to the economic
class of farm. In addition, table 5 shows, by percentages, the

relationship between classes for each item. Tables 6 through
20 contain State, division, and United States totals for the more
important items by economic class of farm.

The graphs accompanying this text illustrate the number of
farms by economic class and the number of “‘commercial’”’ and
“other farms’’ by State.

The maps in this chapter illustrate the distributions of the
number of farms by economic class.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

Definitions.—Definitions having a general application, such as
those for “a farm,” ‘“farm operation,” “farms reporting,”’ etc.
are given in the Introduction to this volume.

Basis of Classification.—The classification of farms by eco-
nomic class was made on the basis of one or more of four criteria:
(1) Total value of all farm products sold, (2) number of days the
farm operator worked off the farm, (3) the age of the farm oper-
ator, and (4) the relationship of income received by the operator
and members of his household from off-the-farm-operated sources
to the value of all farm products sold. Farms were classified into
two general groups, namely, ‘‘commercial farms’ and “other
farms.” Each of these major groups was further classified.

Commercial Farms.—The ‘‘commercial farms’ were classified
into six groups—Classes I through V solely on the basis of the
value of farm products sold and, in the case gf Class VI, on the
basis of the additional criteria that the farm operator was (I)
under 65 years of age, (2) did not work off the farm 100 or more
days, and (3) the income that he and the members of his house-
hold received from off-the-farm-operated sources was less than
the total value of farm products sold.

NUMBER OF FARMS BY ECONOMIC CLASS, FOR THE
UNITED STATES: 1959

Thousands of farms
] 200 400 600 800 1,000
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Class |l
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‘‘Other farms” were further classified into three groups as
follows:

Part-Time Farms.—Farms with a value of sales of farm products
of $50 to $2,499 were classified as ‘‘part-time” if () the operator
was under 65 years of age and (2) he either worked off the farm
100 or more days during 1959 or the income he and members of
his household received from off-the-farm-operated sources was
greater than the total value of farm products sold.

Part-Retirement Farms.—Farms with a value of sales of farm prod-
ucts of $50 to $2,499 were classified as ‘‘part-retirement” when
the operator was 65 years old or over. Many of these are farms
on which the income from off-the-farm-operated sources was greater
than the value of sales of agricultural products while others are
residential, subsistence, or marginal farms. In previous censuses,
the age of the farm operator was not a criterion for grouping
farms by economic class. Since the number of elderly people in
our population has been steadily increasing during recent years,
a separate classification for farms operated on a “part-retirement”
basis was considered important for an adequate analysis of
agriculture.

Abnormal Farms.—Institutional farms and Indian reservations
were classified as “‘abnormal’’ regardless of the value of sales of
farm products. Institutional farms include those operated by
hospitals, penitentiaries, schools, churches, grazing associations,
and government agencies. Abnormal farms were excluded from
the “commercial”’ group regardless of the value of the farm prod-
ucts sold.

Value of Farm Products Sold.—The data on the value of farm
products sold represent estimates based upon the tabulation of
data for only a sample of approximately 20 percent of the farms
for the conterminuous United States. For Alaska and Hawaii,
data for the value of farm products sold are for all farms.

For an explanation of the methods used for computing the
value of farm products sold and a statement of the reliability of
the data, see chapter IX of this volume.

Determination of Economic Class of Farm.—The determinatijon
of economic class of farm for each farm was made during the

office processing. In many cases, the economic class of farm was
determined by inspection; in others, it was necessary to calculate
the approximate value of all farm products sold. There were
many farms for which the sale of a single produet or of two prod-
ucts comprised the only farm products sold and for these farms
the determination for economic class of farm was relatively easy.
For example, the value of sales of vegetables, horticultural spe-
cialby crops, dairy products, and cattle and calves were reported
on the agriculture questionnaire. For a farm where the only
farm products sold were vegetables, or a horticultural specialty
crop, or dairy products, or cattle and calves, a comparison of the
sale of the single product sold with the economic elass limit pro-
vided an immediate determination for economic-class. Likewise,
in case the sale of any farm product exceeded $40,000 the economic
class could be determined immediately without the calculation of
the total value of sales for all farm products. For highly spe-
cialized farms, such as vegetable, fruit-and-nut, cotton, tobacco,
poultry, and dairy farms, it was possible to determine economic
class by inspection rather than by the making of detailed calcula-
tions. However, for general farms and other farms with sales
from several sources, it was necessary to make detailed calcula-
tions of the value of all farm products sold. In order to calculate
the total value of farm products sold, it was necessary to add the
values reported on the questionnaire for the following farm prod-
ucts: Vegetables harvested for sale, horticultural specialty crops
sold, standing timber and miscellaneous forest products sold,
milk and cream sold, cattle and calves sold, and horses and mules
sold. To this total, it was necessary to add the estimated values
of all other farm products sold. For corn, sorghums, small grains,
and hay crops the estimated sales were calculated by multiplying
the quantity reported sold by a State average price. For all
other crops including firewood, fuelwood, fence posts, and sawlogs
and veneer logs, it was necessary to calculate the estimated value
of each farm produet sold by multiplying the quantity sold by a
State average price. For hogs and pigs and sheep and lambs it
was necessary to determine the estimated value of sales by multi-
plying the number sold and to be sold by a State average price.

TaBLE 1.—CRrITERIA FOR THE EcoNomic CrassES OF Farms AND NumBER oF Farms 1IN Eacu Crass, ForR THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED
StaTes: 1959 CENsUS OF AGRICULTURE

Criteria
Number of
Class farms, Farms excluded
1959 Value of farm Other
products sold
United States, total___ 3,701, 364
Commercial farms, total 2,412,917 XXX.
lass I_____._________ 101, 835 .| Abnormal.
ClassIT____________ - 210, 162 .| Abnormal.
Class TTT. _ il 482, 478 Abnormal.
Class IV e 663, 150 Abnormal.
Class V_ el 616, 819 Abnormal.
]F:;a;gm operat]gr l&n(%)er r65 yeiaorg of age; 4
not work off the farm or more days;
Olass VI 348,473 Tncome that he and members of his household received from off-the. |(Abnormal.
farm sources was less than the total value of farm products sold.
Other farms, total. .. __..__ . .. ____..__.___. 1,288, 447 5o GRS PP XXX.
Part-time____f ________________________________ '881, 883 Farm operator under 65 years of age and he either worked off the | Abnormal.
. farm 100 or more days or the income he and members of his house-
hold received from off-the-farm sources was greater than the total
value of farm produects sold.
Part-retirement.._._ . . . __ ... _.__._. 403,527 | $60 to $2,409____ ... _... Farm operator 65 years old orover-____ .. . _____________... Abnormal.
Abnormal. ___ ... e 3,037 | Not a eriterion___.... Institugi(t);ml rar;ns, Indian reservations, experimental farms, grazing | xxx.
associations, etc.

Income From Sources Other Than the Farm Operated.—In-
cluded in the census total count for farm operators are many oper-
alors who work at other jobs or businesses. More than 1.6
million farm operators worked off their farms in 1959. More than
1.1 million farm operators worked off their farms 100 days or more
and 0.9 million worked off their farms 200 days or more in 1959.
In addition, 1.5 million farm operators reported income from
other sources such as sale of farm products from rented land,
cash rent, social security, old age assistance, pensions, veterans’
allowances, unemployment compensation, interest, dividends,

and profits from a nonfarm business. Moreover 0.8 million farm
operators reported that other members of their family had a non-
farm job, profession, business, or worked on someone else’s farm
in 1959.

Offfarm work and income from sources other than the farm
operated have been of increasing importance to farmers. The
income of farm operators’ families from nonfarm sources has
grown steadily during the last 30 years and in 1960 it accounted
for more than a third of the income of farm-operator families.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

Importance of Commercial and Other Farms, 1959.—The most
important purpose of the economic classification of farms is to
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separate the farms that provide the major source of employment
and income for the farm operator’s family from the farms or
places that provide part-time employment for workers at non-
farm jobs and on other farms, and for persons semiretired.

COMMERCIAL FARMS AS A PERCENT OF ALL FARMS, 1959

UNITED STATES AVERAGE
65.2 PERCENT

7 Less than 20 B a0 1079
soum B oo AT o CoMMERCE
4010 59 " “BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

The characteristics of commercial and other farms are markedly
different and the interests of the operators for these two distinct
groups of farms are likewise different. Commercial farms ac-
counted for 96 percent of all farm products sold, had 87 percent
of the land in farms, 94 percent of the cropland harvested, and
approximately 85 percent of the value of land and buildings.

Percent of total for all
farms represented by—
Item
Commer- Other
cial farms farms
Number of farms. ... 65.2 34.8
Land in farms__._. 87.0 13.0
Cropland harvested. . . 94.2 5.8
Value of land and buildings. 85.7 14.3
Value of farm productssold_.____________________________ "~ 96. 2 3.8
Nurmber of cattle and calves...______._______.________________ 91.3 8.7
Number of chickens 4 months old and over. - 89.2 10.8
Number of tractors (other than garden) _..___ 84.2 15.8
Expenditures for feed for livestock and poultry. 94.2 5.8
Purchase of livestock and poultry. ..____.____ " 96.9 3.1
Expenditures for hired labor_.______._______________________ 96.6 3.4
Expenditures for gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil
for the farm business________________________________ 92.9 7.1
Tons of fertilizer used__ . 91. 6 8.4
Tons of lime used.- - .._____.._____ 89.7 10.3
Farm operators 65 years old and over 34.5 65.5
Farm oporators working off their farms 100 or more days._._ 3L.6 68. 4
Farm operators reporting other members of the family work-
ingoff thefarm____.____.___ . ___________ ... 55.8 44.2
Farm operators reporting income from sources other than the
farm operated and off-farm work . . _________.___________ . 50.0 50.0
Farm operators reporting income of family from sources other
than the farm operated greater than the value of farm prod-
uets SOM.. - .. . 22.8 77.2

The segregating of other farms from commereial farms provides
separate data for these two groups in regard to work off the farm
and income from sources other than the farm operated. The
following data provide measures of the relative importance of
off-farm work and income from sources other than the farm
operated for commercial and other farms in 1959.

TaBLE 2.—OFF-FARM WoRK AND OTHER INCOME oF FarM QpPER-
ATOR AND His FamiLy rorR CoMMERCIAL anp OTHER FARMS
FOR THE UNITED STaTs: 1959

Commercial farms Other farms
All

Item farms, Percent Percent

total Number | of total | Number | of total

for all for all

farms farms

Farm operators—
Working off their farms, total_____ 1, 663, 841 808, 440 48.6 855, 401 51. 4
lTto99days. ... 556, 235 457, 929 82.3 98, 306 17.7
100 to 199 days..___ .| 229,787 104, 639 45. 5 125, 148 54.5
200 or more days________.____. 877,819 245,872 28.0 | 631,947 72.0
With other members of family

working off farm_ __.____.__.._ 481, 141 214, 942 44.7 266, 199 55.3

With income from sources other
than farm operated and off-
farmwork_ ___________________ 698,876 Il 321,935 46.1 | 376,941 53.9

With other income of family ex-
ceeding value of agricultural
produetssold. - _________._____ 977,606 | 232,489 23.8 | 745,117 76.2

Operators not working off their
farms or not reporting as to work

off their farms, total_._____._.___ 2,044, 132 ||1, 607, 577 78.6 | 436,555 21. 4
With other members of family
working off farm. __.__________ 319, 331 231, 635 72.5 87, 696 21.5

With income from sources other
than farm operated and off-
farm work_ ___________________ 759,734 || 406, 889 53.6 | 352,845 46. 4

With other incornc of family ex-
ceeding value of agricultural
products sold .. _._____.._______ 351, 234 69, 893 19.9 | 281,341 80.1
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New England:
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New Hampshire
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Massachusetts
Rhode Island
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Middle Atlantic:
New York
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Pe:nnsylvania
East North Central:

Ohio
Indiana
{linois
Michigan
Wisconsin

West North Centrat:
Minnesota

lowa
Missouri
North Dakota
South Dakota
Nebraska
Kansas

South Atlantic:
Delaware

Maryland
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South Carolina
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New Mexico
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Pacific:
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Oregon
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Hawaii
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NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL FARMS AND OTHER FARMS, BY STATES: 1959
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OTHER FARMS®

NUMBER, 1959

UNITED STATES

TOTAL
1,291,956 | DOT—500 FARMS
A
2
2o D D L MAP NO. A59-2B5
*Part-time, part-retirement, and abnormal. T US Dgﬁéféﬂgy?r'H%ch%ngRCE

CHARACTERISTICS OF OTHER FARMS, 1959 areas and in the South. The growth in industry, trade, and
service has coincided with other developments such as the im-
Part-Time Farms.—The combining of farm and nonfarm work provement of roads in rural areas and the almost universal owner-
into a dual income earning activity has become a widespread ship of automobiles, and has made it possible for farm people
practice. The incidence of part-time farms is high near industrial to commute to jobs in towns while continuing to live on farms.

PART-TIME FARMS

NUMBER, 1959

UNITED STATES
TOTAL

884,785 1 DOT—500 FARMS

@

MAP NO. A59-287

B 2 . pd
@ " "US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE|
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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Likewise, the existence of farms with small resources of land,
equipment, capital, and low income has provided incentives

for farm families to supplement their income through off-farm
work.

Over two-thirds of part-time farm operators have full-time
jobs off the farm operated (i.e., work off their farms 200 or more
days). Over 81 percent of the operators of part-time farms
worked off their farms 100 days or more in 1959.

Operators of part-time
farms
Item
Number Percent
distribution
Total operators of part-time farms..__._____ . ___.._._.___._ 884, 785 100.0
Farm operators working off their farms, total 785,120 88.7
1to099 days._.._ 60, 929 6.9
100 to 199 days. . 115, 225 13.0
200 days and over , 966 68.8
Farm operators not working off theu farms or not reporting
as to work off thelr farms. ...~ . 99, 665 11.3

Income from sources other than the farm operated and from
off-farm work was reported by about 400,000, or 45 percent, of
the operators of part-time farms. On 300,000, or 33 percent, of
the part-time farms other members of the farm operator’s family
also worked at a nonfarm job, business, profession, or on someone
else’s farm. For 100,000 part-time farm operators who do not
work off the farm, income from sources other than the farm
operated or income from an off-farm job by members of the farm
operator’s family provided the major source of income.

Off-the-farm-operated source of income was more important
than the sale of agricultural products on more than 89 percent of
the part-time farms. All except 92,000 of the 885,000 part-time
farm operators reported that the income of the family from sources
other than the farm operated exceeded the value of agricultural
products sold.

The resources used by operators of part-time farms comprise a
very small part of the total of all farms. Farms of part-time
farm operators contain 6 percent of all land in farms; 3.7 percent
of the acreage from which crops were harvested in 1959; 5.7 per-
cent of the cattle and calves; 5.7 percent of the hogs and pigs; 6
percent of the chickens 4 months old and over; 1.4 percent of the
hired regular farm workers; and 11.6 percent of the tractors, other
than garden. Operators of part-time farms used 5.7 percent of
the fertilizer; 7.3 percent of the lime; and accounted for 3.1 per-
cent of the total expenditures of all farms for the expenditures for
feed for livestock and poultry; purchase of livestock and poultry;
machine hire; hired farm labor; gasoline and other petroleum
fuel and oil for the farm business; and seeds, plants, bulbs, and
trees in 1959. More than half of the farms operated by part-
time operators are under 50 acres in size and 1 out of 7 is less
than 10 acres in size. Approximately one-fourth of the farms
have no cropland harvested and about 3 out of 5 had less than 10
acres of cropland harvested. Approximately 5 percent of the
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part-time farms had 50 acres or more of cropland harvested in

1959. About 52 percent of the part-time farms had a tractor,

other than garden; over 79 percent had an automobile; and over

90 percent had an automobile or truck or both an automobile and

truck. About half of the part-time farm operators used commer-

cial fertilizer or fertilizing materials, and about 8 percent used
lime in 1959. However, the amount of fertilizer used per farm
reporting was about 2.5 tons and the amount of lime applied per
farm reporting was less than 21 tons. Cattle were kept on almost
70 percent of the part-time farms, milk cows on 41 percent, hogs
on 46 percent, and chickens on 53 percent. Over 60 percent of the
land used for harvested crops was used for corn and hay. The sale of
cattle and calves accounted for more than one-fourth of all the
farm products sold and the sale of cattle, calves, hogs, pigs, and
dairy products accounted for almost one-half of the value of all
farm produects sold.

The distribution by age of the farm operators of part-time
farms and that of the operators of all commercial farms was as follows:

Operators of all Operators of part-

commercial farms time farms
Age group
Number | Percent | Number | Percent
(1,000) | distribu-{ (1,000) | distribu-
tion tion

Total operators reporting age 2,388 100.0 877 100.0
Under 25 years 45 1.9 16 1.8
26 to 34 years.._____. 202 12.2 111 12.7
35t0 44 years_ ___.._.. 563 23.6 242 27.7
45t0 b4 years_ .. o 689 28.9 290 33.1
554064 YOArs. .. ..o eoioacaaeaon 685 4.5 217 4.7
65 years and OVer. - .. cceeocmccmaae 213 [ 752 R (R —

More than 87 percent of the operators own all or part of the
farms they operate. Over 57 percent of the part-time farms
operated by tenants are rented for cash or under some rental
arrangement other than a share of the crops and livestock. The
average value of part-time farms was $11,779.

Part-Retirement Farms.—Part-retirement farms comprised 10.9
percent of all farms in 1959. However, in terms of total resources
used and production they were relatively unimportant. Part-
retirement farms accounted for 3.2 percent of all land in farms;
1.8 percent of cropland harvested; 2.5 percent of cattle and calves;
2 percent of hogs and pigs; 4 percent of tractors, other than
garden; and 1.1 percent of the value of all farm products sold in
1959. Part-retirement farms were heavily concentrated in the
Appalachian Mountain area and in the southern and eastern half
of the United States.

The average value of farm products sold per part-retirement
farm was $854 in 1959. However, the income from sources other
than the farm operated exceeded the value of farm products sold
on 57.8 percent of these farms. Work off the farm was not a
frequent source of income for the operators of part-retirement
farms.
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UNITED STATES

PART-RETIREMENT FARMS

NUMBER, 1959

1 DOT—250 FARMS

MAP NO. A59-289

--#*U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

TOTAL
404110
S
-~ B
Operators of part-retire-
ment farms
Item
Percent of all
Number | part-time
farm operators
Operators of part-retirement farms, total. _.._....__.._._____ 404, 110 100.0
Farm operators:

‘Working off their farms, total. ... _____....__..... 69, 817 17.3
1t099days oo 37,336 9.2
100 t0 199 days._ ... N 9, 899 2.4
200 Or TNOTe A8 YS - - -« e e 22, 582 5.6
With other members of family working off farm 15,031 3.7

‘With income from sources other than farm operated and
off-farm Work - . ..o 55,095 13.6

With other income of family exceeding value of agricul-
tural products sold. ... . . _____ 52, 086 12.9

Not working off their farms or not reporting as to work off
their farms, total ... ... 334, 293 82.7
With other members of family working off farm________. 44,763 11.1
With income from sources other than farm operated_____ 279, 367 69.1

With other income of family exceeding value of agricul-
tural produets sold._ .. ___ ... _________________. 181, 482 4.9

The scale of operations of part-retirement farms is not large.
Over one-fourth had no cropland harvested and three-fourths
had less than 20 acres of cropland harvested. Less than 6 percent
of the farms had 50 acres or more of cropland harvested. Less

than 40 percent of the farms had tractors, other than garden, and
less than 4 percent had hired farm workers. About half of the farms
used some commercial fertilizer and the average amount used
per farm reporting was 2.3 tons. Almost all of the farms
reported one or more of the six items for farm expenditures, and
the average expenditure for feed for livestock and poultry;
purchase of livestock and poultry; hired farm labor; gasoline
and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business; machine
hire; and seeds, bulbs, plants, and trees was $410. Cattle were
reported on 68 percent of the farms; milk cows, on 46 percent;
hogs and pigs, on 39 percent; and chickens on 69 percent.

Corn and bhay comprised almost two-thirds of the total acreage
of cropland harvested. The sale of cattle and calves accounted
for over a fourth of the total value of farm products sold, and
the sale of hogs, dairy products, and eggs accounted for another
fourth of total sales.

By definition, all of the operators of part-retirement farms
were 65 years of age and over. Their average age was 71.1 years.

More than 93 percent of the part-retirement operators own
all or part of the farms they operate. The average value of farm
land and buildings per farm was $11,034.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMERCIAL FARMS,
1959

Commercial Farms.—For 1959, commercial farms were divided
into six classes on the basis of the value of farm products sold.
The variations in the size of operations for the farms comprising
these six classes were very great—the farms varied in value of
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farm products sold from $50 to more than $2,500,000. There are
also great differences in the contribution of the various economic
For example,
the sale of agricultural products from the 102,000 Class I farms
exceeds the sales of agricultural products from the more than
1,600,000 Class IV, V, and VI farms.

classes of farms to total agricultural production.

UNITED STATES
TOTAL
2,416,017

P

COMMERCIAL FARMS
NUMBER, 1959

1 DOT—500 FARMS

MAP NO. A59-2B1

7" "U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

Nearly two-thirds of all farms reported by the 1959 Census of
Agriculture were classified as commercial farms. Almost half of
all commercial farms in the United States were located in the
Corn Belt, Lake States, and Northern Plains States. The Corn
Belt States alone had nearly a fourth of all commercial farms.

Among the States, Jowa had the largest number of commercial
farms with 154,329.

The relative importance for 1959 of the various classes of
farms in terms of organization, resources used, and output is
indicated by the following data.

Percent distribution by economic class
Number of

Economic class of farm farms, Tractors . Expendi- | Value of

total Number of | Land in | Cropland [ Hired farm | (other than | Fertilizer | tures for 6 | all farm

farms farms harvested | workers garden) used items ! prodlx(xicts

SO!

2,416,017 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
102, 099 4.2 25.8 15.0 37.5 10.0 23.4 39.3 32.8
210, 402 8.7 17.0 17.3 18.4 13.8 17.3 19.3 19.1
s 20.0 22.0 27.9 18.8 25.8 23.5 19.9 22.8
653, 881 27.1 19.3 24.3 14.3 27.1 19.3 13.5 16.0
617,677 25.6 12.1 12.4 8.8 18.1 12.6 6.7 7.7
348,954 14.4 3.8 3.0 2.1 5.2 4.2 1.4 1.6

1 Includes feed for livestock and poultry; purchase of livestock and poultry; machine hire; hired labor; seeds, bulbs, plants, and trees; and gasoline and other petroleum fuel and

oil for the farm business.
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL FARMS BY TOTAL VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD BY STATES: 1959

New England:
Maine
New Hampshire
Vermont
Massachusetts
Rhode Island

Connepticul
Middle Atfantic:

New York
New Jersey

Pennsylvania
East North Central:

Ohlo
Indiana
IHlinois
Michigan

Wisconsin
West North Central:

Minnesota
lowa
Missouri
North Dakota
South Dakota
Nebraska

Kansas

South Atlantic:
Delaware
Maryland
Virginia
West Virginia
North Carolina
South Carolina
Georgia
Florida

East South Central:
Kentucky
Tennessee
Alabama
Mississippi

West South Central:
Arkansas
Louisiana
Oklahoma

Texas
Mountair:
Montana

ldaho
Wyomlng
Colorado
New Mexico
Arizona
Utah

Nevada
Pacific:

- Washington
Oregon
California
Alaska

Hawaii

$20,000 or more

$10,000 to $19,999 $2,500 to $9,999 Under $2,500

Percent



There were signiﬁcant.diﬁ"erences in the extent of ownership of There are large variations for 1959 among economic classes in
the farm among economic classes of farms. the rate and frequency of use of resources and in the production
and sales per unit of resources used.
Percent of commercial farms operated by—
Economic class of farm
Economie class of farm
Full owners{Part owners| Managers | Tenants
Item All
45.3 29.2 0.7 2.8 com- |Class|Class|Class|{Class|Class|Class
31.4 44.0 5.5 19.1 mer-| I II III { IV A\ VI
32.4 41.2 1.6 2.8 clal
35.6 37.2 0.7 26.6 farms
drl omsl o oay o u
56.5 15.6 0.2 2.8 Acres of cropland harvested per tractor
5 27.9
(other than garden)...____..___.__._. 75 | 112 94 81 67 51 43
Average acres of corn harvested for
grain per corn picker_________________ 89| 163 | 121 90 72 71 118
Average tons of hay harvested per pick-
up baler_ - ... 168 | 390 | 186 | 145 | 128 | 127 138
" R L X Percent of farms reporting—
The differences in the quantities of resources used and in sales g{emﬂ% hlriad wolrke%si..(.1 ..... oo 12.2 67.7137.6 170 7.3| 3.5 0.8
. A ore than 1 regular | 4 . . X . , 3
of agricultural products among economic classes were very large Expenditure ofg;mo or ﬁorg?&‘éiso- L0140\ 1604 A1) L) 0T 02
in 19509. l(llee and other petroleum fuel and
oil for the farm business......_____. 81.9 | 98.0 [ 96.9 | 96.1 | 92.1 ) 76.9 | 38.2
I’IJ:se (;I coz(nrtrlllercitfi} fertilifier_) ________ 71.7 [ 73.5 | 76.6 | 75.56 1 71.0 | 69.0 { 70.1
ractors (other than garden)_...____ . 81.4191.9 (926 )93.1]89.0]77.9| 47.1
Average per farm Purchase of $100 or more for feed for
Ehves&qgk am}&ggltr ..... for Bired” 70.0 | 72.6 | 80.2 { 83.1 | 77.7 | 65.0 | 39.2
Hired | Trac- Expend-| Value x§ eon ioure o 0T more for hire 9
Economic class of farm [ Land | Crop- | farm tors Ferti- | itures | of all T lizer used Der acre fort --| 25.5 1 88.8 | 66.6 | 37. 0.4 10.6 2.3
. in 1}? nd | work- (&Eher lize(xl' for 6 farr(rll I’ouﬁ;is qf fertilizer used per acre ferti-
arms | har- | ers an | used |[items!| prod- T 292 | 357 | 274 | 255 270 321 | 369
(acres) | vested | (per- |garden)| (tons) fdol— ucltg Hay and cropland pasture......___._ 322 312 | 333 319 312 335 355
(acres) | sons) (f;)um— ars) s Corn for all pUrposes. . . . ... T2l 260 | 280 | 263 | 244 | 252 | 283 [ 304
or) (dollars) Sorghums for all purposes. T 131 143 120| 116 | 115 | 135 | 147
MheS HEar i I
. rish potatoes. 1 1, 1, 901 8
Commercial farms, 122.3 . L6 -, s10 | 12 Tobacco. ... ... ~|1 602 |2, 382 [1,601 |1,659 |1,584 1,631 | 1,534
e 2.8 by - 5, 549 » 195 Cotton ... ..._.________ 375 (325 | 336 | 379 | 436 | 44 456
St >4 2~g 415 % 626 | 94,531 Value of milk and cream sold per milk
s »3 28 14.9 1 12,317 | 26,842 COW_ oo dollars_.| 255| 433 | 340 | 279 | 208 | 144 60
e s 21 8.8 | 5613 | 13,882 Value of eggs sold per chicken 4 months
0.9 .3 . 5.3 2,769 | 7,223 old and OVer. ... .......___. dollars_| 3.33 | 4.81 | 4.09 | 3.25 | 2.58 | 2.13 | 1.19
59.3 0.2 1.2 3.7 1,446 3, 683 Yield per acre of— .
25.6 0.1 0.6 2.2 525 | 1,321 Corn for grain___._________. bushels..| 54.3 | 67.0 | 63.9 | 68.0 | 49.4 | 41.8 | 30.3
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures for hay
_ ! Includes feed for livestock and poultry; purchase of livestock and poultry; ma- Cﬁ,’{,%rd‘;?ﬁn’g{{‘,‘;"agﬁa ;ﬂ{i{ﬁ;&g'&o (1:112._. 24| 341 251 23) 21 1.9 1.6
chine hire; hired labor; seeds, bulbs, plants, and trees; and gasoline and other petro- ver and gra,sse's cut for hay___tons._| 1.6 | 1.7| 18| 18| 1.6 L5 1.3
leum fuel and oil for the farm business. Irish potatoes.........__._.bushels..| 313 | 348 | 307 | 276 | 230 ( 200 | 172
Cotton_.oo .o bales..f 1.0| 13| 09| 08| 0.7 0.7 0.7
The relationship in 1959 of the use of hired labor and work off the farm by the farm operator and members of his family to
economic class is indicated by the following data:
Percent of farms with—
Expenditures for hired labor of— Farm operator working off farm— Other
Economic class of farm Regular | More than members
Any hired hired 1 hired of operators’
workers workers worker $1,000 $2,500 $5,000 100-199 200 or family
or more or more or more Total 1-99 days days more days | working
off farm
20.5 12.5 4.5 17.5 8.5 4.0 33.5 19.0 4.3 10.2 18.5
76.2 67.7 43.5 83.7 69. 4 50. 2 19.6 10.1 2.2 7.4 11.4
50.3 37.6 14.0 55.2 32.2 14.2 4.7 15.7 2.7 8.3 15.4
27.9 17.0 4.1 25.4 9.7 2.4 29.0 18.6 3.6 6.8 18.1
15.5 7.3 1.4 10.7 2.3 0.4 35.1 18.9 5.3 11.0 20.5
10.1 3.5 0.7 3.9 0.7 0.1 43.4 16.6 7.2 19.5 21.9
3.9 0.8 0.2 0.9 0.2 (O] 28.3 28.3 |o e[ 13.3

1 Less than 0.05 percent.

IMPORTANCE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF
COMMERCIAL FARMS BY ECONOMIC CLASS,
1959

Class I farms represent relatively large farming operations.
The 102,000 Class I farms with sales of $40,000 or more include
approximately 20,000 farms with sales of $100,000 or more. -
These 20,000 farms with sales of $100,000 or more each, repre-
sented only one-half of 1 percent of all farms, yet they accounted
for nearly one-fifth of all the farm products sold in 1959. The
Class I farms accounted for more than one-fifth of all the fertilizer
used; one-third of all the feed purchased; one-half of all the live-
stock and poultry purchased; more than one-fourth of all the
machine hire; one-half of the expenditures for hired farm labor;
over one-fourth of the expenditures for seeds, bulbs, plants, and
trees; and almost one-fifth of the expenditures for gasoline and

other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business. They employed
more than one-third of all hired farm workers and almost one-half
of all reguler hired farm workers.

Economic Class II, III, and IV farms had a total value of farm
products sold of $5,000 to $39,999. Farms in these economic
classes accounted for almost three-fifths of all commercial farms
and almost three-fifths of all farm products sold. These farms
contain 51 percent of all land in farms and 66 percent of all crop-
land harvested. Most of these farms are operated by the farm
operator and members of his family. Only one out of six of these
farms had regular hired farm workers and less than 5 percent of
the farms had more than one regular hired worker in 1959.
Seventy-seven percent of these farms that harvested crops in
1959 used commercial fertilizer and 19 percent used lime. Over
91 percent of the Class I, III, and IV farms had tractors, other
than garden, and 77 percent had one or more motortrucks.
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CLASS | FARMS
(GROSS SALES OF $40,000 OR MORE)
NUMBER, 1959

UNITED STATES
TOTAL
102,099

1 DOT—200 FARMS

MAP NO A59-4A36

" "US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

CLASS |, 1l, AND Il FARMS
(GROSS SALES OF $10,000 OR MORE)
NUMBER, 1959

UNITED STATES
TOTAL
795,505

1 DOT—-200 FARMS

MAP NO A59.4A37

““""US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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Economic Class V comprises farms with sales of agricultural
products of $2,500 to $4,999 and Economic Class VI, farms with
sales of $50 to $2,499. Although farms in these two economic
classes comprised 26.1 percent of all farms, they accounted for
only 8.9 percent of all farm products sold. The small scale of
operations on these farms is indicated not only by the value of
farm products sold but also by the relatively small quantities of
resources used.

Farm operators of Economic Class VI farms depend primarily
upon farming for their income. They use relatively small amounts
of resources.

Average

Item per Class

VI farm
Land In farms. o el - 106.3
Cropland harvested..____ 25.6
Value of land and buildings 9, 849
Cattle and calves. _______ 6.7
MilK COWS_ - oo ommcmce number. . 1.7
Chickens 4 months old and over: number. . 36.2
Tractors (other than garden) number. . 0.6

Relatively small amounts of purchased inputs are used on these
farms.

Average

Item per Class

VI farm
Pertilizer . . e tons_ - 2.2
Lime....._.__ _-tons._ 1.4
Hired farm labor. -dollars._ 61
Machine hire..._ ... ~dollars_. 66
Feed for livestock and poultry ---dollars.. 173
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business..dollars._ 121

Most of the farms in Class VI were in the smaller size groups.

Farms by size Class VI Percent
farms distribution

00 2 ) UL 348, 954 100.0
Under 10 QCreS. o o oo ce o e eee 31, 642 9.1
10to49 acres. ..o .- 121, 439 34.8
50to69acres. oo ... 36, 096 10.3
70 0 99 ACTES. - o om ool 48, 341 13.9
100 to 139 acres. - oo 39, 185 11.2
140 to 179 acres.. 27,457 7.9
180 OF IOT ACTLS. - oo o oo e me e eeememcem e m e 44,794 12.8

Most of the Class VI farms had relatively small amounts of
cropland.

Cropland Number of Percent
farms distribution

348, 954 100.0

.34, 808 10.0
1to9acres. oo oo 77,750 22.3
10 to 19 acres. o uooocoaeao- 87,463 25.1
20to29acres_ - oooooeoo_ .. 54, 638 16.7
J0tod9acres_ ... 49, 322 14.1
50to99 acres..___._____ 32, 987 9.5
100 or more acres 11, 98¢ 3.4

GENERAL
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Nearly three-fourths of the Class VI farms are in the South.
More than half of these Class VI farms in the South were cotton
and tobacco farms.

Type of farm Number of Percent
farms distribution
) 348,954 100. 0
Cagh-grain farms_ 32, 342 9.3
Tobacco farms___ 56, 769 16.3
Cotton farms 83, 202 23.8
TField-crop farms other than cash-grain, tobacco, and

cotton, 5,811 1.7
Vegetable farms__. . 4,383 1.3
Fruit-end-nut farms. 5,466 1.6
Poultry farms____ 8, 800 2.6
Dairy farms, ——- 30, 342 8.7
Livestock farms other than poultry and dairy and live-

SEOCK TANCNes oo o e 82,886 23.8
Livestock ranches. 6, 441 1.8
General farms_.___ - 26, 068 7.6
Miscellaneous farms . ..o oacmemmaaan 6, 366 1.8

More than 27 percent of the Class VI farms were operated by
tenants and 10.8 percent were operated by croppers.

Tenure of operator Number of Percent
farms distribution

7 U 348, 964 100.0
Full owners_ - 197,071 56. 5
Part owners. 64, 050 16.6
Managers. . 621 0.2
All tenants 97,212 27.9
Cash...._. 11,280 3.2
Share-cash , 463 13
Crop-share. ... 28, 512 8.2
Livestock-share_.____. , 180 0.6
Croppers (South only).. 37,623 10.8
Other and unspecified.... - oo s 13, 254 3.8

The data for farms with a value of farm produects sold of less
than $2,500 affects significantly the averages for all farms. For
example, when the farms with a value of farm produects sold
of less than $2,500 are included in total, the average value of farm
products sold for farms in 1959 would be $8,232; if these farms are
excluded, the average value of farm products sold per farm would
be $13,975.

CHANGES IN FARMS, 1950 TO 1959

Change in Number of Farms by Economic Class.—The following
table indicates the criteria used for determining economic class of
farm for the 1950 and 1954 Censuses of Agriculture. Because of
changein criteria it is possible to make comparisonsfor the 1959, 1954,
and 1950 Censuses of Agriculture for four groups of economic
classes of farms, i.e., farms with sales of $10,000 and over, farms
with sales of $5,000 to $9,999, farms with sales of $2,500 to $4,999,
and farms with sales of less than $2,500. Because of changes in
the criteria of commercial farms, comparable data for commercial
farms for the three censuses are available only for the three groups
of economic classes of farms with sales of $2,500 and over. More-
over, as Alaska and Hawaii were not included in the 1954 Census
of Agriculture, comparative data are available for the three
censuses only for the conterminous United States.
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TaBLE 3—CRITERIA FOR THE BEcoNomic CrLasses oF Farms aND NuMBER oF Farms IN EacH Crass, For TBE CONTERMINOUS UNITED
SraTes: CENsUSES OF 1954 AND 1950
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Criteria
Class N?:rlrlzjlesr of Farms excluded
Value of farm Other
products sold
United States, total. ... __.._. 1964..1 4,783,021 .
) 1060 & 879,260 e T cm oo e
Commercial farms, total...___________.__. _.| 8,327,
’ 1950__| 3,706, 412 }""" -------------------- e Rt XX
Olass I oo oo %ggg:_ %gg: gg? }$25, 000 or more........_ NODE. e oo e Abnormal.
Class I1. .o ilo 1964. . 448, 945
g g8 i }slo,ooo to $24,909______ INOTLE e Abnormal.
Class II. - e 1954_ )y
1950 7%’ {2)%1 }$5,000 to $9,999_ . ______ N OB - - o e oo e e Abnormal.
Class IV o 1954. 811, 9685
1952__ »812;%’ 302 }$2,500 to $4,999_ ... £ ¢ V- YU U SON Abnormal.
Class Vo e 1964 , 348
1950 901,316 }$1,200 to $2,499_ . ____.. N 0T o e e e e eem Abnormal.
Ola8S VI oo 1954 462, 42; }$250 to 1,109 _ . __._ Less than 100 days of off-farm work by operator and income of oper- | Abnormal.
1950... 17,20 ator and members of his family from ofI-the-farm sources less
than value of all farm products sold.
Other farms, total . _______ 1064._| 1, 455, 404
’ 1950_-| 1,672,838 }X"" -------------------- B e o e XX,
Part-tme. oo 1954 gg‘L 575 }$250 to $1,199_______.._ 100 days or more of off-farm work by operator or income of farm oper- | Abnormal.
1950-.- 9, 230 ator and members of his family from off-the-farm sources greater
than value of all farm products sold.
Residential. ... .. 1954__ 878,136
b %850-- 1,029, 39% }Less than $260.......... II\LOE‘;;"{_"";'f""“"""j"";-i'f- --------- T 1"1:- ----------- Abnormal.
Abnormal._______. ... 54__ 2, 69 ot stitutional farms, experimental farms, grazing associations, com- | Xxx.
1950 4,216 }N ot a eriterion. ... munity-project farms, ete.

CHANGES IN THE NUMBER OF FARMS WITH
A VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD OF
LESS THAN $2,500

Most of the changes in the number of farms since 1950 have
occurred in the number of farms with sales of farm products of
less than $2,500.

Number of farms
Value of farm products sold Total Percent change
1959 1954 1950 1954-1959 | 1950-1959
Farms with value of farm

products sold of—
otal.. ... 3,701,364 14,783,021 {5,379, 250 —22.6 —3L.2
Less than $2,500 1____ 1, 636, 920 |2, 681,179 (3,291, 355 —38.9 —50.3
$2,500 to $4,999_ . _._ 616,819 | 811,965 | 882,302 —24.0 —30.1
$5,000 to $9,999. .. _..__ 653, 150 706,929 | 721,211 -—7.6 —9. 4
$10,000 or more. ... ... 794, 475 582,948 | 484,382 +36.3 +64.0

1 Includes abnormal farms.

The decrease of 1,044,000 in the number of farms with sales of
farm products of less than $2,500 from 1954 to 1959 was affected
by a change in the definition of a farm. The change in definition
of a farm accounted for 22 percent of the change from 1954 to 1959
and 16 percent of the change from 1950 to 1959 in the number of
farms with a value of products of less than $2,500. If the definition
of a farm had not been changed, the decrease from 1954 to 1959
would have been from 2,681,000 to 1,869,000 rather than to
1,637,000.

Farms with a value of farm products of under $2,500 declined
more than 50 percent from 1950 to 1959. They accounted for 61
percent of all farms in 1950 and only 44 percent in 1959. In 1950,
they accounted for 12 percent of all farm products sold as com-
pared with only 5 percent in 1959.

The change in farms with less than $2,500 of farm products sold
accounts for a large part of the change in all farms.

Farms with{Farms with
value of value of
farm farm
Item and year All farms products products
sold of less sold of
than $2,5001| $2,500 or
more
Number of farms. . __________._._____.___ 1959..| 3,701,364 || 1,636,920 | 2,064,444
1954. | 4,783,021 || 2,681,179 | 2,101,842
1950 5,379,250 3,291, 355 2,087, 895
Change in number of farms__.____.__. 1964-1959._{—1, 081, 657 ||—1, 044, 259 —37, 308
1950-1959._[—1, 677, 886 || —1, 654, 435 —23, 451
1950-1954. | —596, 229 —610,176 +13, 947
Average size of farm________________ acres 1959._ 302.6 1.7 454.0
1954 242.5 102.6 421.1
1960__ 215.6 94.2 407.0
Value of farm products sold per
¢ « SRR dollars 1959__ 8,232 990 13,975
1954__ 5,188 846 10, 726
1950__ 4,142 825 9,370

t Includes abnormal farms.

Most of the farms with less than $2,500
disappeared are in the smaller size groups.

Farms with{Farms with

value of value of

farm farm
Size of farm and year All farms || products | products
sold of less sold of
than $2,5001| $2,500 or
more

Al faXms ol 1959__| 3,701,364 || 1,636,920 2, 064, 444
1954__) 4,782,416 2, 680, 545 2,101, 87t
1950..| 5,379, 250 3,201, 355 2,087, 895
Farms under 10 acres. ... ... _.. 1959_. 240, 351 193, 961 46, 390
1954_. 484, 291 438, 500 45, 791
1950__ 480, 373 438,173 , 200
Farms 10 to 99 acres_ oo oooiciaeo_.. 1959_.] 1,467, 721 1, 013, 489 454, 232
1954._| 2,076,894 1, 556, 988 519, 906
1950__] 2,522,717 2, 025, 262 497, 4556
Farms 100 to 219 &cres. - ... _____... 1969__ 997, 210 317, 870 679, 340
19541 1,210, 298 485, 358 , 940
1950__| 1,379, 654 612, 638 767, 016
Farms 220 to 499 acres_ ... ... .. 1959 60, 027 89, 376 570, 651
1954. . 688, 755 152, 731 536, 024
1950. - 691, 530 170, 829 520, 701
Farms 500 to 999 acres. ... ... 1959. . 199, 755 16, 263 183, 492
1954.. 191, 697 33,123 158, 574
1950.. 183, 913 32,675 151, 238
Farms 1,000 or mMOre 8¢reS. - v ooeoeas oo 1959 136, 300 5, 961 130, 339
1954 130, 481 13, 845 116, 636
1950__ 121, 063 11,778 109, 285

! Includes abnormal farms,
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FARMS WITH LESS THAN $2,500 GROSS SALES
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ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM

More than three-fifths of the farms disappearing since 1950
value of farm products sold of

from the group of farms with a
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less than $2,500 were operated by full owners or part owners.

Farms with total value of products of $2,500 or less !
All farms
(number)
Tenure of operator Number Increase-decrease in number
1959 1954 1960 1954-1969 | 1950-1969 | 1950-1954 1969 1964 1950
......................................................... 1,636,920 | 2,681,179 | 3,201,356 |—1,044,260 |—1, 664,436 | —610,176 | 3,701,364 | 4,783,021 5,379, 250
[ 1,217,237 | 1,850,722 | 2,155,081 | -—633,4856 | —937,844 | —304,350 | 2,113,940 | 2,744,708 3,001,473
................................................... 181, 945 280, 911 315,376 | —108,966 | —133,431 —24, 465 833,073 868, 180 840, 924
- [, 4, 656 5, 091 4, 560 —435 96 631 20, 934 20, 894 23,163
................. - - . 233, 082 534, 456 816, 338 —301, 373 —583, 266 —281, 883 733,417 | 1,149, 239 1, 423, 690
__________________________________ 49, 463 102, 857 146,073 —53,394 —85, 610 —42,216 106, 194 160,131 217,198
- ——— 10, 005 21,642 38,723 —11, 837 —28,718 —17,081 132, 508 166, 197,329
Crop-Share. «ce oo i 66, 536 140, 667 240, 558 —84,121 | —184,022 —89, 901 200, 987 327, 261 409, 977
Livestock-share . e b, 264 9, 838 18,139 —4, 574 ~12, 876 —8, 301 86, 428 111, 154 115, 686
Croppers (South only). oo 60, 067 173,036 265, 229 —112, 969 —205, 162 -~92,193 121, 037 267, 662 338, 775
Other and unspecified .- 51, 747 86, 108, 616 —34,678 —56, 869 —22,191 87, 265 117, 790 144,

1 Includes abnormal farms,

Most of the land in farms with less than $2,500 sales has been able for only 1959 and 1950. The changes in the number of farm
shifted to farms with greater sales. operators in each age group were as follows:
Farms with value of| Farms with value of Farms with a value of farm
farm products sold | farm products sold products sold of less than All farms
All of less than $2,500 1 | of $2,500 or more $2,500 1
Item and year farms
Age group
Number {Percent of| Number |Percent of Number Decrease Number Decrease
all farms all farms (number) (number)
Land in 1959 1950 1950-1959 1959 1950 1950-1959
farms...._. acres (1,000) 1959__|1,120, 028 182, 867 16.3 | 937,161 83.7
1054__11,160,044 | 275, 008 23.7 | 885,036 76.3
1950._(1,159, 789 | 300, 994 26.7 | 849, 795 73.3 Total......____ 1,636,920 |3,201,355 |—1, 654,435 (3,701,364 (6,379,250 (—1, 677, 886
Cropland Under 25 years_ 25,567 | 108,212 —82, 61,472 | 163,726 | —102,254
harvested . _acres (1,000) 1959__[ 313, 446 27,072 8.6 | 286,374 91. 4 25 to 34 years. 137,845 | 435,379 —297, 534 402,615 | 791,323 —388, 708
1954._| 334,164 51, 494 15.4 | 282,670 84.6 35 to 44 years. 296, 215 661, 626 —365, 411 804, 3564 |1, 186,918 —382, 564
1950_.( 345, 528 70,113 20.3 | 275415 79.7 45 to b4 years._ 392,665 | 669, 009 --276,434 | 978,332 |1,157,085 ~—178,753
55 to 64 years. 365,016 | 628,839 —263, 823 801, 216 |1, 000, 350 —199, 134
66 or more years..._| 403,808 | 565,968 —162,160 | 616,434 | 744,594 —128,160
1 Includes abnormal farms. Not reporting age_.| 15,814 | 222,232 | —206,418 36,041 | 335,254 | —208,313
Figures on the number of farm operators by age groups for
farms with a value of farm products of less than $2,500 are avail- 1 Includes abnormal farms.

A large proportion of the operators of the farms with a value of farm products sold of less than $2,500, that disappeared from 1950

to 1959, did not work off their farms.

Farms with 2 value of all é&;&l lproduci:s sold of less than All farms
¢4
Item
Decrease Decrease
Number (number) Number (number)
1959 1954 1950 1954-1959 | 1950-1950 1959 1954 1950 1954-1959 1950-1959
Total ... P ---| 1,636,920 | 2,681,179 | 3,291,355 |—1,044,259 [—1,654,435 | 3,701,364 | 4,783,021 5,379,250 |—1,081,657 | —1,677,886
Farm operators not working off the farm or not re-
porting as to work off farm. ___.___________.________ 685,505 | 1,192,322 | 1,726,086 | —506,727 |—1,040,491 | 2,041,431 | 2,629,284 | 3,280,416 | —587,853 | —1, 247,985
Farm operators working off farm, total._. 961,325 | 1,488,857 | 1,565,269 —537, 532 —613, 944 1, 659, 933 2,153,737 2,089, 834, —493, 804 —429, 901
16099 days. oo 196, 744 402, 306 , 049 —205,562 | —204,305 555, 867 20, 012 835, 224 —264, 145 —279, 357
100 or more days. e mmce——————— 754, 581 1, 086, 551 1,074, 220 ~331,970 —319, 639 1,104, 066 1,333,725 1, 254, 610 —229, 659 —150, 544
Farm o%erators reporting income from sources other
than the farm operated exceeding value of farm prod-
uets produced, total.. ... . - 1,023,266 1,250, 367 1, 416, 600 ~—227,101 —393, 634 1,324, 652 1,424, 233 1, 566, 154 —99, 581 —241, 502

I Includes abnormal farms.
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Changes for Farms With a Value of Farm Products Sold of
82,500 and Over.—There have been significant shifts in the dis-
tribution in the number of farms and in the value of farm products
sold since 1950.

GENERAL

REPORT

TaBLE 4.—NUMBER AND Cuangs IN NUMBER oF FARMS WITH
VALUE oF Propucrs Soup orF $2,500 or More, 8Y TYPE OF
Farm, ror taE ConrTeErRMINOUS UniTeDp STATES: 1959, 1954,
AND 1950

Number (1,000) Percent distribution

Ttem and value of farm

products sold
1959 1954 1950 1959 1054 | 1950

Number of farms_.____.__ 3,701 4,783 5,379 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
$2,500 or morse, total_. 2,064 2,102 2,088 | 558 | 43.9| 38.8
$2,500 to $4,999____ ____ 617 812 882 16.7 17.0 16.4
$5,000 to $9,999__ - 6563 707 721 17.6 14.8 13.4
$10,000 or more. _. ____ 794 583 484 21.5 12.2 9.0

Dollars

(1,000)

Value of farm products
sold:

$2,500 or more, total_.__| 28,850,075 | 22, 644, 712 | 19, 562, 688 94.7 90.9 | 87.8
$2,500 to $4,999_._ -| 2,271,434 | 3,008, 511 3,198,161 7.5 12.1 14.4
$5,000 to $9,999. _| 4,717,859 5, 084, 640 5, 060, 529 15.5 | 20.5 | 22.7
$10,000 or more__.____| 21,860,783 | 14,451,561 | 11, 303,998 7.7 58.2 50. 7

Average per farm
(dollars)
Average value of farm
products sold:

$2,500 or more, total____ 13,975 10, 726 9,370 XXX XXX XXX
$2,500 to $4,999_ . _.___ 3, 682 3, 706 3, 625 XXX XXX XXX
$5,000 to $9,999___ - 7,223 7,193 7,017 XXX XXX XXX
$10,000 or more._____. 27, 516 24, 790 23,337 XXX XXX XXX

From 1950 to 1959, 1 out of each 3 farms with sales of farm products
of $2,500 to 84,999 and 1 out of 10 farms with sales of farm prod-
ucts of $5,000 to $9,999 disappeared or was shifted to the group
of farms with sales of $10,000 or more. On the other hand, the
number of farms with sales of $10,000 and over increased 64
percent. The percentage of the value of all farm products sold
by farms with sales of $2,500 to $4,999 declined from 14 percent
in 1949 to 8 percent in 1959. While the percentages of the value
of all farm produects sold by farms with sales of $5,000 to $9,999
declined from 23 percent in 1949 to 16 percent in 1959, the pro-
portion of the value of all farm products sold by farms with a
value of farm products of $10,000 and over increased from 51
percent in 1949 to 72 percent in 1959.

Changes in prices received by farmers have influenced the
change in the number of farms in the various economic classes
from 1950 to 1959. In order to provide some measure for the
approximate effect of changes in prices, it is necessary to examine
data by type of farm for commercial farms as the changes in prices
have varied for several of the important farm products.

For each type of farm, the sale of the product or group of prod-
ucts that determined the type of farm accounted for a large part
of the total value of farm products in 1959.

Percent of the value of all farm produets
sold derived from sale of farm products
or group of products determining type
of farm for farms with a total value of

Type of farm farm products sold of—

$2,600 | $2,600- | $5,000- | $10,000
or more | $4,999 $9,999 | or more
Cash-grain farms. ... .. . 76.7 76.8 75.0 77.1
Cotton farms 74.4 81.6 75.8 73.4
Field-crop farms other than cash-grain and
cotton 76.3 78.2 76.6 75.6
Vegetable farms.___.. - 81.7 77.7 79.2 82.0
Fruit-and-nut farms. - 93.3 91. 6 92.6 93.6
Poultry farms....... - 91.0 84.2 86.4 91.7
Dairyfarms. ... 84.5 82.8 82.4 85.4
Livestock farms other than poultry and
dairy farms_ . ..ol 83.4 79.6 76.8 84.9

Farms with a value of farm products
sold of—
Type of farm

$2,600 | $2,600 to | $5,000 to | $10,000
or more $4,999 $9,999 Or Imore

All farms with sales of $2,500
OrmMOre. oo ool number 1959..12, 064, 444 616,819 | 653, 150 794, 475
1954__|2, 101, 842 811, 966 706, 929 582, 048

1950_.12,087,805 | 882,302 | 721,211 484, 382

Change in number of farms. __1954-59_.| —37,308 [—195, 146 | —53,779 | 4211, 627

1950-54..| 13,947 | —70,337 | —14,282 | 98,566
1950-69._.| —23,451 |—265,483 | —68,061 | +310,003
Cash-grain farms.._......__ number 19569..| 365, 697 02,160 | 124,659 148,978

1954..| 421,861 | 128,990
1960_.| 325,424 | 109,815 | 127,744 87, 865
Change in number of farms_._1954-69_.| —56,164 | —36, 830
1950-64._| 06,437 | 4-19,176 | 432, 6564
1950-59..| 4-40,273 | —17,655 | —3,185
Cotton farms. . ___.___...__ number 1959..| 158, 647 67,068 37,961 63, 628
1954__| 203,749 | 116,064 46, 997 40, 698
1950_.| 174,837 91,377 44,972 38,488
Change in number of farms._ ._1954-59_.] —45,102 | —48,096 | —9,036
1950-54__ +4-28,912 | 424,677 [ 42,025 +2,210
1950-59..| —16,190 | —24,319 | —7,011
Other field-crop farms____.. number 1959._| 164,998 79, 647 53, 997 31, 3p4
1964_.| 182,001 | 114,234 47,730 21,027
1950_.| 169,551 | 114,317 37,316 17,918

Change in number of farms.__1954-59._| —17,993 | —34,687 | 46,267 | +10,327
1950-54.. 413,440 —83 | 410,414 -3, 109
1050-59. | —4,553 | —34,670 | 116,681 | +13,436

Vegetable farms_ ... ______ number 1959._| 17,221 4,430 4,090 8,
1954..| 19,710 6,379 5,100 8,231
1950 .| 23,923 9, 248 6, 743 7,932
Change in number of farms___1954-59._| —2, 489 —1,049 -—1,010 +470
1850-54__) —4,213 | —2,869 | —1,643 +209
1950-59__) —6,702 | 4,818 | -2,663 +-769
Fruit-and-nut farms_______ number 1969__} 55,470 12,927 14, 357 28, 186
1964._ 59,248 16,846 16, 414 26, 988

1950._| 50,691 18,929 15, 491 16,271

Change in number of farms_._1954-59._| —3,778 —3,019 —2,057 +2,198
1950-54._ 8,667 | —2,083 +923 -9, 717

1960-59._f -+4,779 | —6,002 | —1,134

Poultry farms_______.__... number 1959..1 94,154 17, 640 22, 254 54, 260
1954._| 97,861 27, 546 28,496 41, 810

1950._1 93,636 34, 030 28, 427 31,179

Change in number of farms_._1954-59_.| —3,697 | —9,906 ~6, 241 -+12, 460
1980-54. | 44,216 | —6,484 +68 | 10,631

196059 _ +618 | —16,390 | —6,173 | 4-23,081

Dairy farms.__.._______...__ number 1959__| 397,811 97,315 | 145,963 164, 533
1964-.| 307,996 | 153,707 | 156, 560 87,739

1950..| 405,120 | 179,035 | 153,980 71,214

Change in number of farms. ._1954-59__ —185 | —56,392 | —10, 587 --66, 794
1950-564__1 —~7,133 | —26,228 | +2,570 | 416,525
1950-59..| —7,318 | —82,620 | —8,017 | 83,319

Livestock farms other than poultry and
[6E:51 5N number 1959._1 504,280 | 175,665 | 176,246 242, 360
1954._| 456,543 | 142,972 | 152,436 161, 135

1950 .| 526,425 | 176,580 | 189,087 169, 768

Change in number of farms.._1954-69._.{+137,737 | 432,693 | 123,810 | <-81,234
1950-54_._| —68,882 | —33,608 | —36, 651 +1,377

1950-59.__| 4-68, 856 —015 | —12,841 | -82,611

Geperal farms____.____..__ number 1959._| 185, 521 61,134 65, 819 58, 568
1954..| 238,989 98, 126 87,327 53, 546

1950._| 203,382 { 138,940 | 110,864 43, 588
Change in number of farms. __1964-59__| —53,478 | —36,992 | —21, 508 +6,022
1950-54.._| —b4,383 | —40,814 | —23, 527 -+9, 968

1950-59..{—107,861 | —77,806 | —45,035 | 14,980
Miscellaneous farms.__..__ number 1959..1 30,645 8,843 7,904 13,898
1964..[ 22,804 7,111 5,582 10, 201

1950..| 26,807 9,131 6, 597 10, 169

Change in number of farms. __19564-569__f 7,751 +1,732 | +2,322 -+3, 697
1960-564.| —3,003 | —2,020 | —1,015 +-32

1950-59.--| 4,748 —288 | 41,307 +3,729

For cash-grain farms, the sales of corn, sorghums, wheat, rice,
rye, flaxseed, and soybeans have made up more than two-thirds of
the total value of all farm produects sold. The average prices for
these crops for the three censuses have been as follows:

Price per bushel
(dollars)
Crop -
19569 1954 1949
Corn for grain . . oo 1.06 1. 44 1.4
.................. 0. 86 1.268 0.98
Sorghums for grain. .. _....... 9-56 1% 9.-%8
2.08 2.04 1.77
1.02 1,22 1,22
Flaxseed e m s mmmmmmmmmmmmemmm—m— e 3.04 3.04 3.60
Soybeans for beans. .. - omecnemaanann- 1.97 2.52 2,12
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Average prices for cash-grain crops were less in 1959 than in
1954 and 1949.

The value of cotton, seed and lint, has accounted for three-
fourths of the value of all farm products sold on cotton farms. The
average price per bale for cotton for the three censuses has been—

Year Dollars
1959 _ . 168. 37
1954 _ L __. 194. 62
1949 .. 161. 57

Tobacco, Irish potatoes, sugarcane for sugar, sugar beets, and
peanuts have provided more than two-thirds of the total value of
all farm products sold for field-crop farms other than cash-grain
and cotton farms. The average prices for these crops for the years
covered by the last three censuses were as follows:

Average price
(dollars)
Crop
1959 1954 1949
Tobacco per pound. e 0. 58 0. 51 0.46
Irish potatoes per bushel 1.28 1.30 1.28
Sugarcane for sugar per ton. 7.09 6.70 6. 00
Sugar beets for sugar per ton 11.14 11.17 10.82
Peanuts per pound.._ - 0.10 0.12 0.10

Prices of fruits and vegetables were not significantly different in
1959, 1954, and 1949. The index of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture for prices received by farmers for fruits and nuts was
212 for 1959, 209 for 1954, and 196 for 1949 (1910~14=100).
The index of the U.S. Department of Agriculture for prices
received by farmers for commercial vegetables was 235 for 1959,
216 for 1954, and 232 for 1949 (1910-14=100).

poultry farms in 1959.
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The sale of broilers, other chickens, and eggs accounted for
approximately 75 percent of the sales of all farm products for
The average prices for these poultry prod-
uets for the three censuses were as follows:

Eggs per Brollers, Other
Year dozen each chickens,
(dollars) (dollars) each
(dollars)
1969 o aeeen - 0.32 0.53 0.51
1954 aeaea 0.35 0.70 0.80
1949 - 0. 42 NA NA

NA Not available.

For dairy farms, the sale of milk and cream has accounted for
about three-fourths of the sales of all farm products.
prices for these products for the three census years were:

The average

Milk per | Cream per

Year 100 pounds | pound of

(dollars) butterfat

(dollars)
1989 e ———————— 3.83 0.59
1964 ___. R - 3.54 Q.67
1949_ e e mmmm e —— o 3.67 0.61

terms of acreage.

hired farm workers, ete.

The changes in the number of farms indicate a substantial
increase in farm production on individual farms.
the reduction in the number of farms and the incorporation of
the land in farms from the disappearing farms into the remaining
farms, has increased the average size of the remaining farms in
The increase in output and size has been
accomplished in some cases without an increase in equipment,
Some of the increases in number of farms
with sales of $10,000 or more, particularly the number of dairy
and livestock farms, have resulted from increases in the average
prices of some farm products (see chapter XII).

In addition,

Farms with a value of farm products sold of—
Item $2,500 or more $2,500 to $4,999 $5,000 to $9,999 $10,000 or more
1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950
Quantity of resources used:
Land in farmos . oo oooceomooceoeonao acres (1,000)..| 937,161 | 885,036 | 849,795 | 118,473 | 163,216 | 168,606 | 188,403 | 220,520 | 215,075 | 630,286 | 501,300 466, 023
Cropland harvested .--acres (1,000)__| 286,374 | 282,670 | 275,415 36, 623 59, 161 66, 281 71,858 88,134 91,769 | 177,893 | 135,375 117, 365
Cattle and calves. number (1,000)..| 82,996 76, 493 60, 467 10, 526 15, 144 13, 540 18, 027 21, 627 17,972 54,443 39,723 28, 955
Milk cows number (1,000).. 14,771 15, 549 15, 164 2,191 4,072 4, 697 4,329 5,611 5, 706 8, 251 5,865 4, 761
number (1,000)_.| 316,521 | 279,665 | 223, 585 42, 029 68, 320 67,958 72, 658 91, 840 80,097 | 201,835 | 119,505 75, 530
_-tons (1,000)_.| 17,189 14, 901 NA 2, 257 3,080 NA 3,488 3,711 NA 11, 444 , 110 NA
.-persons..| 656,950 | 649,727 | 895,505 27,185 43,379 96, 109 62, 361 94,340 | 174,929 | 567,404 | 512,008 624, 467
t - er (1,000)-. 3,738 3,213 2, 507 714 839 725 1,070 1,069 880 1,954 1,315 901
Percent distribution of resource:
Land in farms._ .. - 100.0 100.0 100.0 12.6 18.4 19.9 20.1 24.9 25.3 67.3 56.6 54.8
Cropland harvest 100.0 100. 0 100.0 12.8 20.9 24.1 25.1 31.2 33.3 62.1 47.9 42.6
Cattle and calves 100.0 100. 0 100. 0 12.7 19.8 22.4 21.7 28.3 28.7 65.6 51.9 47.9
Milk cows. .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 14.8 26.2 310 29.3 36.1 37.6 55.9 37.7 31.4
Chickens 4 m 100.0 100.0 100. 0 13.3 4.4 30.4 23.0 32.8 35.8 63.8 42,7 33.8
Fertilizer_ . ... 100.0 100.0 NA 13.1 20.7 NA 20.3 24.9 NA 66. 6 54.4 NA
Regular hired workers. - 100.0 100.0 100. 0 4.1 6.7 10.7 9.5 14.5 19.5 86. 4 78.8 69.7
Tractors (other than garden) ... 100. 0 160.0 100.0 19.1 26.1 28.9 28.6 33.0 35.1 52.3 40.9 35.9
Proportion of farms;:
Using fertilizer . . oo icciccieen 72.0 89.7 NA 69,0 68.2 NA 71.0 69.1 NA 75.2 72.4 NA
Having 1 or more regular hired workers.._.__ - 5.2 5.0 6.9 0.7 0.8 1.7 1.4 2.0 4.0 11.8 14.5 20.5
Having 2 or more tractors (other than garden)____ 56.3 45.5 NA 30.1 2.1 NA 55.8 48.7 NA 77.3 72.8 NA

NA Not available,

The change in the number of farms in the various economic classes for

farms classified by value of farm products sold.

the last decade varied for

each of the three groups of

Number of farms

Percent distribution

Change in number of farms

Item
1959 l 1954 ‘ 1950 1959 1954 1950 1954-1959 | 1950-1959 | 1950-1954
All farms with a value of farm products sold of $2,500 or more_____ 2,064,444 | 2,101,842 | 2,087,895 100.0 100.0 100.0 —37,308 —23, 451 413, 947
$2,600 to $4,999.___ - . - 616, 819 811, 965 , 302 20.9 38.6 42.3 | —195,146 | —265,483 —70, 337
$5,000 to 88,990 . e 653, 160 706, 929 721, 211 31.6 33.6 34.5 —53, 779 —68, 061 —14, 282
$10,000 or more.. - - 794, 475 582, 948 484, 382 38.5 21.7 23.2 | 211,527 | 310,093 +98, 566
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farms by size.
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The change in the number of farms in the three value-of-sales
groups has been related to change in the size and distribution of

Farms with a value of farm produects

sold of—
Item and size of farm
$2,500 | $2,500- | $5,000- | $10,000
or more | $4,9099 $9,999 | or more
Number of farms, total____._____..._ 1959__12,064,444 | 616,819 | 653, 150 794, 476
1954._(2,101,871 | 812,108 | 706,852 582,911
1950..(2,087,895 | 882,302 | 721,211 484, 382
Under 10 acres. oo ... 1059..| 46,390 18, 347 10, 925 17,118
1954_.] 45,791 19,735 11, 843 14,213
1950__| 42,200 18, 296 11, 630 12, 274
10to 49 aores ..o .. 1859 _| 192,793 | 106,244 51,000 36, 549
1954._| 233,266 | 151,175 53,039 29, 052
1950._| 198,471 | 134,684 41, 468 22,319
50to69acres _______._._....__ 1959__| 83,704 44, 825 23, 896 14,983
1954..{ 92,168 56,052 24, 260 11, 847
1950_.| 92,685 61,310 22, 208 9, 167
70to9%acres . ... 1959_.| 177,735 90, 765 57,778 29,192
1054._| 194,472 | 111,778 59, 430 23, 264
1950..| 206,209 | 129,047 59,169 18, 083
100 to 139 acres. o _coooooo_ 1969..[ 230, 606 04, 343 88,078 48,185
1954._| 247,366 | 118,577 93,213 35, 566
1950__| 268,318 | 141,378 98, 456 28, 484
140 to 179 acres .. ..o .. 1969__| 272,368 82,070 | 108,272 82,026
1954 297,260 | 110,339 | 122,247 64, 674
1950..| 317,525 | 131,923 | 135,630 49,972
180 to 219 acres oo 1959_.| 176,366 41,729 66, 220 68,417 -
1954__| 180,324 56, 874 72, 465 50, 995
1950._{ 181,173 64, 940 76, 695 39, 538
220 to 259 acres. ... 1969__| 159,051 30,878 54,478 73, 695
1954__| 157,155 41, 542 60, 089 55, 524
1950_.| 156,212 48, 824 63, 750 43, 638
260 to 499 acres.__ ... .o.... 1959_.| 411, 600 70,621 | 120,329 220, 650
1954__1 378,869 93,323 | 131,042 154, 504
1950__| 364,489 | 102,400 | 134,217 127,872
500 t0 999 acres. .. o.ooeoooo._. 1959__| 183,492 26,732 48,112 108, 648
1954__| 158,574 36, 805 49, 087 73, 682
1950._| 151,238 36, 432 50, 599 65,207
1,000 or more acres.____.______ 1959_.1 130,339 10, 265 24, 062 96,012
1954_.| 116,636 16, 908 30,138 69, 590
1950_.| 109,285 14, 068 27,389 67,828
Average size of farm___________ acres 1959__ 454.0 192. 1 288.5 793.3
1954__ 421.1 201.0 312,.0 630.9
1960 407.0 181. 2 268.2 962. 1
Percent distribution of farms in each
value-of-products group, by size:
Number of farms, total ___.._._.. 1959_ . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
1964.. 100.0 100.0 100. 0 100.0
1950.. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 10 acres. .. coococeee 1959 - 2.2 3.0 1.7 2.2
1054 2.2 2.4 17 2.4
1950__ 2.0 2.1 1.6 2.8
10t049acres. oooooooooL__ 1959__ 9.3 17.2 7.8 4.5
1954 1.1 18.8 7.5 5.0
1950... 9.5 15.3 5.7 4.6
B0to6gacres. . . ociocooeo- 1959 _ 4.1 7.3 3.7 19
1954 4.4 6.9 3.4 2.0
1950.. 4.4 6.9 3.1 19
70to99acres. oo . 1959__ 8.6 14.7 8.8 3.7
1954__ 9.3 13.8 8.4 4.0
1960 9.9 14.6 8.2 3.7
100 to 139 acres .o oL 1969__ 1L.2 15.3 13.5 6.1
1954__ 11.8 14.6 13.2 6.1
1950 12.9 16.0 13.7 5.9
140t0 179 acres . oo .. 1969.... 13.2 13.3 16.6 10.3
1954 4.1 13.6 17.3 11.1
1950, 15.2 15.0 18.8 10.3
180to219acres ... ________ 1969.._ 8.5 6.8 10.1 8.6
1954 8.6 7.0 10.3 8.7
1950_. 8.7 7.4 10.6 8.2
22010 259 acres .o ocooo- 1959_. 7.7 5.0 8.3 9.3
. 1954__ 7.4 5.1 8.5 8.5
1950__ 7.5 5.8 8.8 9.0
260to 499 acres. ... 1069.... 19.9 11. 4 18.4 27.8
1954__ 18.0 1.8 18.5 26.5
1950_. 17.5 11.6 18.8 26.4
50010 999 acres... ..o 1959 8.9 4.3 7.4 13.7
1964 7.5 4.4 6.9 12.6
1950.. 7.2 4.0 7.0 13.8
1,000 or more acreS. ... _..___. 1059 6.3 L7 3.7 12.1
1964 5.5 2.1 4.3 119
1960..- 5.2 1.6 3.8 14.0

Farms with a value of farm products

sold of—
Item and size of farm
$2,500 | $2,500- | $5,000- | $10,000
or more | $4,980 $9,809 | or more
Change in the number of

farmms, total _________________ 1954 to 1959__| —37,427 (—105,280 | —53,702 | +211, 564
1950 to 1960__| —23,451 |—265,483 | —68,061 | 4-310,003

Under 10acres.._...__._ 1854 to 1959__ 4599 | ~—1,388 —~918 -+2, 805
1950 to 1969._] --4,190 +-51 —706 +4, 844

10to 49 acres. ... _1954 to 1968 _| —40,473 | —44,931 —2,039 -6, 497
1050 to 1959_.| —B,678 | —28,440 | +9,532 | 413,230

50 to 69 acres......._____ 1054 t0 1959_.| —8,464 | —11,227 —373 +3,136
1950 to 1959__| —8,0881 | —186,485 -+1, 688 -5, 816

70 to 98 acres_____._____. 1964 to 1959 | —18,737 | —21,013 —1,6852 +5, 928
1950 to 1959__| —28,564 | —38,282 —1,391 <411, 109

100 to 139 acres. .. ... 1054 to 1069._| —16,750 | —24,234-| —5,135 412,619
1950 to 1969._| —37,712 | —47,085 | —10,378 -+19, 701

140 to 179 acres..._._____ 1954 to 1959__| —24,802 | —28,260 | —13,975 +17,352
1950 to 1959._| —45,157 | —49,863 | —27, 358 -+32, 064

180 to 218 acres..___. ... 1954 t0 1958_.| —3,958 | —15,145 —6, 235 +17,422
1950 to 1959__| —4,807 | —23,211 | —10,475 +28, 879

220 to 259 acres__________ 1054 to 1959__| 1,886 | —10, 664 —5, 611 418,171
1950 to 1858..| --2,839 | —17,946 —9,272 | 430,057

260 to 499 acres...._.._ .. 1954 to 1959._| 32,731 | —22,702 | —10,713 +-66, 146
1950 to 1959__| +4-47,111 | —31,779 | —13,888 492,778

500 to 989 acres._..______ 1954 to 1959__| 424,918 —9,073 —975 | 34,966
1950 to 1959__| 32,254 —8, 700 —2,487 +43, 441

1,000 or more acres______ 1954 to 1856._.| 13,703 —8,643 —6,076 +26, 422
1950 to 1959__[ 421,054 —3, 803 —3,327 428,184

The age distribution of farm operators of each of the three value

groups has also changed.

Farms with a value of farm products

sold of—
Item and age group
$2,500 | $2, 500 to | $5,000 to | $10, 000
or more | $4,999 $9,999 | or more
Number of farm operators:
Total e L 1958__|2, 064, 444 | 616,819 | 653,150 794, 475
19564__12,101,871 | 812,108 | 706,852 582, 811
1050__12, 087,805 | 882,302 | 721,211 484, 382
Under 25 years______._._._...___ 1959__ 35, 015 11,762 11, 946 12,207
1954 41, 818 17,807 14,844 9, 077
1950. 55, 514 27, 261 18, 588 9, 665
25to34years_______._.._______ 1959..| 264,770 60, 258 81,192 123, 320
1064..] 334,044 111, 839 115, 677 106, 528
1950__| 355,944 142, 257 1289, 631 84,156
35tod4dyears.__..._____________ 1959_.| 508,139 122, 956 155, 747 229, 436
1954__| 563,673 197, 864 189, 853 165, 956
1950 525,202 | 208,305 187, 164 129, 823
45t054 years. ... ... 1959__| 585,667 | 169,462 | 191,395 224, 810
1954._| 536,156 | 206, 684 181,317 148, 265
1950._| 487,986 108,470 | 170,904 118, 612
55to 64 years_____ ... ... ____ 1959__ 436,200 | 150,147 | 145,032 141,021
1954__| 391,407 | 164,197 | 129,405 97, 805
1950..| 371,511 166,767 | 124,511 0, 233
65 or more years....._________. 1959__1 212,626 95,718 61, 887 55, 024
1954__1 209, 053 100, 014 65, 106 43,933
1950__; 178,626 89, 693 56, 341 33, 692
Farm operators not reporting age....1950_. 21,127 6, 519 5, 9561 8, 657
1954__ 35, 630 13,713 10, 660 11, 357
1950__ 113,022 49, 549 35,172 28, 301
Average age, JOarsS. . ococoooiooooon 1959.. 48, 50.9 48.4 46.3
1954. . NA NA NA NA
1950_. 46.2 46.9 45.7 45.7
Percent distribution of farm
operators by age:
All farm operators.. ... .. . 1059... 100.0 1060.0 100.0 100.0
1954__ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100. 0
1950__ 100. 0 100.0 100.0 1060.0
Under 25 years .. ccoocceccmoen 1959__ 1.7 1.9 1.8 L5
1054 2.0 2.2 2.1 L6
1950 2.7 3.1 2.6 2.0
25t034 years__________.__.____ 1959__ 12.8 9.8 12.4 16.5
1954 15.9 13.8 16.4 18.3
1960. . 17.0 18.1 18.0 17.4
35to44 years. .. coooeoeao 1959__ 24.6 19.8 23.8 28.9
1964 _ 26.3 24.4 26.9 28.5
1950._ 26.1 23.6 26.0 26.8
45t0 54 years_ . _ . ..ceoeeen 1959 __ 28. 4 27.6 29.3 28.3
1954__ 25.8 25. 4 25.7 25. 4
1960, 23.4 22. 5 23.7 8.5
55t0 64 years. - .ooooccceaooon 1959. . 21.1 4.3 22.2 17.8
1954 18.6 20.2 18.3 16.8
1950__ 17.8 18.¢ 17.3 16.6
65 or more years. ___._.._...._. 1959 . 10.3 15.5 9.5 6.9
1954__ 9.9 12.3 9.2 7.5
950 _ 8.6 10.2 7.7 6.9
Farm operators not reporting
age._ . _Ii ............... 13 ______ 959_. 1.0 1.1 0.9 11
1954 . 17 1.7 1.6 1.9
1950_. 5.4 5.6 4.9 5.8

NA Not available.
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Both the number and the proportion of the farms operated by part owners and managers with a value of farm products sold of
$10,000 or more have been increasing.

Farms with a value of farm produets sold of—

Item and tenure of operator $2,500 or more $2,500 to $4,999 $5,000 to $9,909 $10,000 or more
1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950

Number of farms, total..._._______________ 2,084,444 | 2,101,842 | 2,087,895 | 616,819 | 811,985 | 882,302 | 653,150 | 706,928 | 721,211 794, 475 582, 948 484, 382
Full owners. 806, 703 893, 986 036,392 | 334,109 | 391,870 | 441,516 | 290,973 296, 721 313,727 | 271,621 205, 386 181, 149
Part owners.. 651, 128 577,269 525, 548 140, 387 177, 6583 174,428 | 199,964 199, 043 188,401 [ 310,777 | 200,633 162,719
Managers 16, 278 16, 803 18, 603 1, 608 2,018 1,475 2,487 3, 385 4,881 12,183 10, 400 12, 247
All tenants .. ... ... ___._. 500, 336 614, 784 607,352 { 140,715 | 240,475 | 264,883 159,726 | 207,780 | 214,202 199,894 | 166, 528 128, 267
Cash. L 56,731 57,274 72,123 14, 571 20, 105 8, 17,209 20, 030 26, 046 23, 951 17,139 17,878

Share-cash._.___ .. 22, 60 143, 599 158, 606 18, 708 33,678 49,218 41, 970 58, 866 88, 448 61, 823 51,055 ]
Crop-share._...._..__ ... 144, 451 186, 604 169, 419 45,479 81, 827 83, 965 47, 642 60, 956 54, 514 51,330 43, 821 30, 940
Livestock-Share. « oo coon o ceece e 81,164 101, 316 97, 647 9, 986 19, 140 26, 801 23, 880 38,019 40, 979 47,298 44, 157 29, 767
Croppers. - 60, 970 94, 626 73, 546 39, 307 71, 556 58, 629 18, 026 19, 914 12, 520 3,638 3,156 2,397
Other and unspecified . __.__.._____.________ 35, 618 31, 365 36, 111 12, 664 14, 169 18,072 11, 000 9, 895 11, 696 11, 854 7,201 6,343

Both the number and proportion of the farm operators working off their farms and depending upon sources of income other than the
farm operated have been increasing.

Farms with a value of farm products sold of—

Item $2,600 or more $2,500 to $4,999 '$5,000 to $9,999 $10,000 or more

1959 1964 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950

Total farm operators. ....__________ number__| 2,064,444 | 2,101,842 | 2,087,805 | 616,819 | 811,965 | 882,302 | 653,160 | 706,920 | 721,211 | 794,475 | 582,948 484, 382
Farm operators not working off their farms or not

reporting as to work off their farms.._number. .| 1,355,836 | 1,436,962 | 1,563,330 | 349.308 | 516,944 | 632,836 | 423,675 | 486,396 | 548,062 | 582,763 | 433,622 382,432
Farm operators working off their farms: 708, 608 664, 880 524, 665 | 267,421 205,021 | 249,466 | 229,475 | 220,533 173,149 | 211,712 | 149,326 101, 950

1to99days . ... 359,123 417,706 344,175 | 102,611 | 163,771 | 152,303 | 123,408 | 148,270 | 122,407 | 133,014 | 150,665 69, 465
100 or more dayS_ - oo ..____ 349, 485 247,174 180,390 | 164,810 | 131,250 97,163 105, 977 72,263 50, 742 78,698 43, 661 32, 485
Percent of all farm operators working off their
farms. .. 34.3 316 25.1 43.4 36.3 28.3 35.1 31.2 240 26.6 25.6 21.0
lto99days._________________________ 17.4 19.9 16.5 16.6 20.2 17.3 18.9 21.0 17.0 16.7 18.1 14.3
100 or more dayS_ . ... ________._____.___ 16.9 11.8 8.6 26.7 16.2 11.0 16.2 10.2 7.0 9.9 7.5 6.7
Farm operaters reporting income from sources
other than farm operated _.._._______ number._| 666,914 NA NA | 215,945 NA NA | 197,843 NA NA | 253,126 NA NA
Percent of total operators__..___._.__..______ 32.3 NA NA 35.0 NA NA 30.3 NA NA 319 NA NA

Farm operators reporting income from sources
other than the farm operated greater than the
value of farm products sold___________ number__ 301, 386 173, 866 149,247 | 167,970 | 102,295 90, 249 82,152 45, 578 38,377 51,264 25,993 20, 628

Percent of total operators.__.___________._____ 14.6 83 7.1 27.2 12.6 10.2 12.6 6.4 53 6.5 4.5 4.3

NA Not available,
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UNITED STATES
NET INCREASE
212,026 OR +36.3 PERCENT

IN NUMBER, 1954-1959

FARMS WITH GROSS SALES OF $10,000 OR MORE—INCREASE AND DECREASE

1 DOT-100 INCREASE
1 DOT—100 DECREASE

MAP NO. A59-4A40
" "US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE|

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

There has been little increase in the average amount of various resources used by farms having a total value of farm products

sold of $10,000 or more.

Average per farm for farts with a value of farm products sold of—

Resource used $2,500 or more $2,5600 to $4,999 $5,000 to $9,999 $10,000 or more
1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950 1959 1954 1960 1959 1954 1950
Landin farms..__ . ________________._ acres._ 464.0 421.1 407.0 192.1 201.0 191.2 288. 6 311.9 208. 2 793.3 859. 9 962.1
Cropland harvested__________ __acres. 138.7 134.5 131.9 59.4 72.9 75.1 110.0 124.7 127.2 223.9 232.2 242.3
Value of land and buildings dollars. 53, 638 35,790 26, 779 21,310 15, 926 13,174 34,672 28, 034 23,165 94, 069 72, 862 56, 943
Catile and calves_____..________ number. 40.2 36.4 29. 17.1 18.7 16.3 21. 30. 24.9 68. 5 68.1 59.8
Chickens 4 months old and over.. number. 153.3 133.1 107.1 68.1 84.1 77.0 111.2 129.9 111.1 254.0 205.0 165.9
Tractors (other than garden). .. _number. .. 1.8 1.5 1.2 1.2 1.0 0.8 1.6 1.5 1.2 2.5 2.3 1.9
Motortrueks. .. __..._..._._ _number... 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.7 0.6 1.4 1.3 11
Regular hired workers___._._.___.______.__ persons. _ 0.3 0.3 0.4 [0} 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.7 0.9 1.3
Expenditures for—
ired labor. dollars. . 1,190 1,006 1,062 177 214 254 343 422 560 2,873 2, 820 3,236
Machine hire _dollars__ 360 248 5 145 133 130 209 198 209 471 465
Feed for livestock and poultry. dollars. . 2,136 1,618 1,213 517 539 460 1,076 1,130 939 4,266 3,714 2,992
QGasoline and other petroleum fuel and 01] for the
farm business_.___..._________.____.___ dollars__ 677 560 462 283 280 237 499 483 426 1,128 1,042 926

1 Less than 0.05.



NUMBER OF FARMS WITH OVER $10,000 TOTAL VALUE

ECONOMIC CLASS OF FARM

PRODUCTS SOLD BY GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS: 1950 TO 1959
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