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For the other crops fertilized data are not available for all 
States for 1959 and 1954. The proportion of the total acreage 
for the United States of each crop in the States for which data 
on the use of fertilizer on that crop were obtained was as 
follows: 

Percent 
Crop 

1959 

Barley ______ ----------------------------- __ --------------___ 22. 7 
Coffee (Hawaii only)---------------------------------------- 100.0 
Corn _________ ---------------- ______ ------------------------- 99. 1 
Cotton _____________ ----------------------------------------- 93. 4 
Irish potatoes----------------------------------------------- 79. 4 
Oats _________ -----------------------------"----------------- 5. 0 

1954 

99.4 
93.5 

24.6 
Pineapples (Hawaii onlY)----------------------------------- 100.0 ------------
Rice ___________________________ ------------------------------ ------------ 19. o 
Sorghums------------------------------ __ ------------------- 71. 4 

!~\¥~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~: i Wheat _______________________________ --------- ____________ -- 83. 9 

--------37~2 

75.8 
75. 5 

The acreage of other pasture (not cropland) fertilized was 
4 percent greater in 1959 than in 1954. However, the quantity 
of fertilizer used on other pasture was 15 percent greater in 
1959 than in 1954, as the quantity used per acre was greater 
in 1959 than in 1954 in most States. 

The increase in the acreage of corn fertilized from 1954 to 
1959 accounted for almost half of the increase in the acreage 
Of all crops fertilized. · The increase from 1954 to 1959 in the 
quantity <Jf fertilizer used for corn amounted to more than 
742,000 tons. 

In the 21 States for which the figures for wheat fertilized were 
obtained in both 1959 and 1954, the acreage for wheat fertilized 
increased almost 4 million acres. The increase in the acreage of 
wheat fertilized in those 21 States accounted for about two-fifths 
of the increase in acreage for all crops fertilized from 1954 to 
1959. 

The acreage of hay and cropland pasture fertilized was about 
the same in 1959 as in 1954. The quantity of fertilizer used 
was about 10 percent greater in 1959 than in 1954 because of 
an increase of approximately 10 percent in the average amount 
used per acre. 

The decreases in the acreage of tobacco fertilized and the tons 
of fertilizer used on tobacco from 1954 to 1959 were the result 
of the decrease in the acreage of tobacco harvested. The 

· quantity of fertilizer used per acre of tobacco fertilized was 
about 20 percent greater in 1959 than in 1954. 

Use of Lime and Liming Materials.-In 1959, about one out of 
eight farms reported the use of lime and liming materials. The 
use of lime is concentrated largely in the Northern States and 
the South Atlantic States. While the number of farms reporting 
the use of lime was fewer in 1959 than in 1954, the proportion of 
farms reporting the use of lime increased from 10.9 to 12.3 per
cent for the 48 States. 

The following summary indicates the data covering lime and 
liming materials obtained for 1959 and prior censuses. 

Census of- Kind of data obtained 

1959 _________ Tons of lime and liming materials and acres limed in 1959. Ground 
limestone, hydrated and burnt lime, marl, oyster shells, etc., to be 
included. Lime used for sprays or sanitation to be omitted. Lime 
furnished under the Agriculture Conservation Program to be In
cluded. 

19541________ Lime or liming materials purchased In 1954 (tons and cost) and acres 
limed. Ground limestone, hydrated and burnt lime, marl, oyster 
shells, etc., to be Included. Lime used for sprays or sanitation to be 
omitted. Lime furnished under the Agriculture Conservation 
Program to be Included. 

19451________ Cost of lime or liming materials purchased In 1944. Ground limestone, 
hydrated and burnt lime, marl, oyster shells, etc., to be Included. 
Lime used for sprays or sanitation to be omitted. Lime furnished 
under the Agriculture Conservation Program to be included. 

19401 -------- Tons and cost of liming materials-lime, marl, gypsum, etc., bought In 
1939. 

19301 ________ Amount expended in 1929 for commercial fertilize~1 manure, marl, lime, 
and ground limestone. (No separate data for nmlng materials.) 

19251 ________ Amount expended in 1924 for manure and fertilizer, including lime and 
ground limestone. (No separate data for liming materials.) 

1 Alaska and Hawaii not Included. 

The tons of lime and liming materials used in 1959 were 11.1 
percent greater than in 1954, while the acreage limed was 2.9 
percent less in 1959 than in 1954. The average amount of lime 
and liJping materials used per acre was 3,760 pounds in 1959, 
or 14.3 percent greater than in 1954 in the conterminous United 
States. The increase from 1954 to 1959 in the tons of lime 
and liming materials used was the result largely of the increase 
in the Southern States. 

Significant increases have <JCcurred during the last two 
decades in the number of farms Feporting and the quantity of 
lime and liming materials used in the conterminous United 
Stwtes. 

Farms reporting Tons of!ime and liming 
materials used 

Census year Percent Percent 
Number Increase Increase 

over Total over of farms preceding preceding 
census census 

1959 ______ ---- ---------------------- 453,954 -12.8 19,161,340 11.1 
1954 _______ -- ----------------------- 520,445 -35.8 17,276,170 1102.9 
1944 _______ -- -- --------------------- 811,222 71.9 NA NA 
1939 _______ ------------------------- 471,807 NA 8, 516,107 NA 

1 Percent Increase over 1939. 
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