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Machine hire refers to custom farm work, such as tractor 
hire, combining, cotton ginning, silo filling, plowing, spraying, 
fruit picking, etc. Expenditures for machine hire were to 
include the cost of labor as well as the cost for machines used by 
the labor. Expenditures for hauling, trucking, freight, etc., 
were not to be included. 

The inquiry regarding expenditures for seeds, bulbs, plants, 
and trees has been included only in the 1945, 1950, and 19i59 
censuses of agriculture. The expenditures do not include the 
value or cost of seeds or plants produced on the farm nor of 
florist and nursey products purchased for resale, without further 
growth. 

For expenditures for gasoline and other ·petroleum fuel and oil 
the instructions to enumerators specified the inclusion of gas
oline, butane, propane, LP gas, kerosene, fuel oil, lubrication oil, 
grease, and other petroleum fuel and oil used in the farm 
business. The cost of oil or other petroleum fuel used for curing 
tobacco, heating poultry houses or other farm buildings, or used 
in the family automobile for farm business was also to be 
included. 

Questions on petroleum fuel have appeared on census question
naires in 1940 and subsequent census years (except 1945) for 
the 48 conterminous States; in the 1950 and 1959 censuses in 
Hawaii; and the 1959 census in Alaska. 

EXPENDITURES FOR GASOLINE AND OTHER PETROLEUM FUEL 
AND OIL FOR THE FARM BUSINESS 

TOTAL 
$1,554,366,965 

Selected Farm Expenditures, 1959.-In 1959, one or more of the 
six items for farm expenditures was reported by 99 percent 
of all the 3.7 million farms in the United States. The total of 
the six items for farm expenditures was over $14 billion and 
represented 46.2 percent of the value of all farm products 
sold in 1959. These six items of farm expenditures account 
for approximately two-thirds of the cash farm operating expendi
tures for farm operators in the United States. There are many 
significant items of expense not included in this total, such as ex
penditures for fertilizer, lime, interest, taxes, containers, cash 
rent, etc. The six items for farm expense averaged almost $3,800 
per farm for all farms, and over $5,500 per farm for commercial 
farms. 

Expenditures were larger for feed than for any other of the 
six items. In importance, measured by dollars, the expenditures 
for the purchase of livestock and poultry and the expenditures 
for hired labor were the next two most important items of farm 
expenditure. 

While one or more of the six items of cash expenditures was 
reported for nearly all farms, most items of expenditure were 
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reported for only a part of the farms. The expenditures for 
gasoline and oil and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm 
business were reported for 93 out of 100 of all farms and 97 out 
of 100 commercial farms. There were some farms for which 
all the farm work was hired on a contract basis and there were 
some farms on which gasoline operated machinery was not 
required or not used. Feed for livestock and poultry was 
reported for more than three-fourths of the farms, and hired 
farm labor by less than half of the farms. The amount of 
expenditures on a large proportion of the farms reporting an item 
of expenditure is relatively small. .For example, for almost 
one-fifth of the farms reporting the purchase of feed, the expend
iture was less than $100; for almost three-fifths of the farms 
with expenditure for machine hire, the expenditure was less 
than $200 ; for nearly two-thirds of the farms with expenditures 
for hired labor, the expenditure was less than $500; and for 
one-third of the farms with expenditures for gasoline and 
other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business, the expend
iture was less than $100. 
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