
Chapter IV.-FARM LABOR, USE OF FERTILIZER, FARM EXPENDITURES, 
AND CASH RENT 

Introduction.-This chapter presents statistics collected in the 
1959 Census of Agriculture on farm labor; use of fertilizer and 
lime on farms; specified farm expenditures ; and cash rent paid 
by tenant farm operators renting land on a cash basis. For 
compa-.:ative purposes, there are data from previous censuses. 

Except for Alaska and Hawaii, data for 1959, 1954, and 1950 are 
estimates based on reports from a sample of approximately 20 
percent of the farms. Some of the data for 1945 was based on a 
sample of approximately 5 percent of the farms. When data are 
estimates based on a sample of farms, a headnote for the table so 
indicates. 

For a description of the procedures used in the enumeration 
and in the processing of statistics, for a description of the sam
pling procedure, and for data showing reliability of estimates 
based on the sample, see the Introduction to this volume. 

Presentation of Statistics.-The text, charts, maps, and sum
mary tables are presented in this chapter in four parts : Part 1 
deals with farm labor; part 2, the use of fertilizer and lime ; 
part 3, specified farm expenditures ; and part 4, cash rent. Some 
of the tables present data for 1959 only; other tables include 
comparative data for earlier censuses. 

Part 1.-F ARM LABOR 

Estimates for farm workers for the 1959, 1954, and 1950 
censuses were based on a sample of approximately 20 percent of 
all farms. Farm workers include farm operators, unpaid family 
labor, and hired workers. Hired workers comprise both regular 
workers (those employed for 150 or more days during the year) 
and seasonal workers (employed for less than 150 days during 
the year). Data on hired workers include the number of workers 
paid on a monthly, weekly, daily, hourly, and piece-rate basis; 
the average wage rate and average hours worked by monthly, 
weekly, and daily workers; and the wage rate for hourly workers. 

The Specified Farm Labor Work Week.-Data on farm labor re
late to the number of workers for a specified week. Satisfactory 
counts of farm workers for an entire year cannot be obtained 
because of the difficulty of obtaining accurate reports when there 
are large seasonal variations in the number of workers on some 
farms, the double counting of farm workers who move from farm 
to farm as seasonal work changes, and the double counting of 
farm operators who work as hired workers for other farm opera
tors, and of unpaid family workers on some farms working as 
hired workers on other farms. 

During recent censuses, the agriculture questionnaire has speci
fied that the number of farm workers should be reported for a 
selected week. In 1959 and 1950, the selected week was the week 
prior to the census enumeration. In 1954, there were two selected 
weeks : (a) for 33 States, the calendar week of September 26--
0ctober 2, and (b) for the remaining 15 States, the week of 
October 24-30. In 1945 and 1935, the first week in January was 
selected and in 1940, two weeks, March 24-30, 1940, and Septem
ber 24-30, 1939, were selected. 

Data on farm labor for 1959 are not fully comparable with 
earlier censuses since they relate to different periods or seasons 
of the year. More persons are employed at farm jobs d.uring the 
harvest season than at other periods. Moreover, the selected 
workweek for some censuses was a definite calendar week, and 
for others it varied with the date of enumeration. 

During a census enumeration, the period for collection of in
formation extends over several weeks. When the number of farm 
workers varies from week to week because of changes in farm 
operations, farm operators have difficulty recalling the number of 
workers employed, particularly when the week for which the in
formation is requested was not the most recent week. Therefore, 
for the 1959 census, data on the number of farm workers were 

asked for the week preceding the enumeration, even though this 
resulted in the reporting of the number of farm workers for some 
of the farms for one week and other farms for another week. 

Definition of Farm Labor.-The enumerator was instructed to 
include as farm labor-

( a} Labor in fields, orchards, or home gardens. 
(b) The care and feeding of livestock and poultry. 
(c) Irrigation of crops. 
(d) Transportation of farm products from his farm to 

market by the farm operator. 
(e) Transportation of feed, fertilizer, and other supplies to 

the farm by the farm operator. 
(f) Care and cleaning of milk pails and separators. 
(g) Maintenance and repair of farm machinery and equip

ment. 
(h) Regul!:.r farm help used in constructing or repairing 

farm buildings and fences. 
(i) Contract farm work for which labor is hired, but for 

which machines and equipment are furnished by the 
farm operator. 

(j) Contract work done by persons supplied by a labor con
tractor or by cooperative organizations such as a citrus 
cooperative. 

(k} Planning farm work. 
(1) Keeping farm records. 

(m) Supervision of hired farm employees. 
(n) Cutting firewood, fence posts, timber, pulpwood, etc., ex· 

cept by persons specifically hired for this purpose. 

Examples of the type of work not to be included were

(a} Housework. 
(b) Contract construction work. 
(c) Custom work for which equipment and operating labor 

are hired, such as custom combining, hay baling, etc. 
(d) Repair, installation, or construction work by persons 

employed specifically for such work. 

For 1959, enumerators were instructed to include as hired 
workers, workers employed by a labor contractor, a cooperatiYe 
organization, a processor, etc., to perform farm work, such as 
harvesting of vegetable crops, picking fruit, etc. However, a 
review of available data indicates that farm operators and census 
enumerators usually did not report such workers as hired farm 
workers. Farm operators do not consider such contract workers 
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as hired farm labor, as they do not employ them directly. Very 
often such contract workers are employed to harvest crops that 
'"ere sold by the farm operator in the field or on the tree, or to 
perform farm work for which the farm operator pays a fixed 
charge. Moreover, in the case of large scale operations involving 
such contract workers, the farm operator does not know how 
many contract persons worked on his farm during a selected 
week. 

Separate counts were obtained for the farm operator, unpaid 
members of the farm operator's family, and hired farm workers. 
For the farm operator, a separate count was made for those 
"·or king fewer than 15 hours and those working 15 hours or more. 
For unpaid members of the farm operator's family, only those 
engaged in farm work for 15 hours or more during the selected 
week were to be reported. 

Generally, the period of greatest activity on most farms occurs 
at harvest time during the period of June to September. There 
are exceptions, such as on citrus and vegetable farms in Florida, 
California, Texas, and parts of the Southwest where harvesting 
occurs during the winter months. 

The Operator.-The typical farm operator not only plans the 
farm operations, but is also a part of the farm labor force. He 
has the dual role of planning and execution. 

The advent of modern farm machinery, electricity, etc., has 
permitted the farm operator to dispense with much of the hired 
labor that was necessary in the past. Except in peak periods, 
the operator of a small or medium-sized farm can perform the 
necessary work by himself. 

Three million of the approximately 3% million farm operators 
worked one hour or more on their farms during the selected 
week in 1959. The remaining operators included those who did 
no work and those for whom a report was not obtained. Opera
tors of part-time and part-retirement farms and of farms such as 
fruit and vegetable farms, on which the harvest had been com
pleted by the time of the census enumeration made up a significant 
part of those operators who reported no work during the selected 
week. 

Some farmers operate their farms without any assistance, some 
use family or hired labor, and some use a combination of family 
and hired labor. ·while most operators both plan and execute 
farm operations, a few, such as hired managers, plan and super
Yise only. Other operators such as sharecroppers, may provide 
only the labor and leave most of the planning to the landlord. 

The number of operators who worked one hour or more during 

the specified workweek decreased from nearly 5 million in 1945 
to approximately 3 million in 1959. This decrease closely paral
lels the change in total number of farms. Of the 3 million opera
tors who worked one hour or more during the specified week in 
1959, more than half (53.7 percent) reported no additional farm 
labor during the selected week and 30.2 percent reported the use 
of unpaid workers of their family only in addition to their own 
labor. 

Unpaid Family Labor.-The farm work performed without pay 
by any member of the farm operator's family was considered un
paid family labor provided the family member or members worked 
15 hours or more during the specified week. The use of this type 
of farm labor is declining, especially in those areas where op
portunities exist for nonfarm employment. In 1959, slightly less 
than 1% million family members of farm operators were reported 
as unpaid family workers compared with 2% million unpaid 
family workers reported on 1% million farms in 19G4. 

'Hired Workers.-For •census purposes, hired workers are 
dh·ided into 2 groups: Those working 150 days or more (regular 
workers) and those working less than 150 days (seasonal 
workers). 

The questions on hired labor in 1959 were similar to those 
in 1954 and 1950. In 1950, additional information on "perqui
sites" was obtained by asking if the hired workers were furnished 
in addition to cash wages: (a) a house, (b) room and board, (c) 
other perquisites, (d) no perquisites. 

In the last three censuses, information relating to the number 
of hired workers and wages and hours worked was obtained for 
all hired workers. In 1959 and 1954, when information regarding 
wages and hours worked was not reported for farms with hired 
workers, the data were supplied during office processing on the 
basis of pertinent data elsewhere on the questionnaire and from 
reports for similar farms in the same area. For 1950, data for 
wages and hours worked were not estimated but separate totals 
obtained and published for workers for whom the wage rates 
and number of hours worked were not reported. 

Basis of Payment, Wage Rates, and Hours Worked.-Data on 
monthly, weekly, daily, hourly, and piece-rate workers were 
obtained for the 1959, 1954, and 1950 censuses. These data in
cluded the number of workers in each category, the wage rate, 
and the average number of hours worked. If there were two or 
more workers in any category on an individual farm and their 
wage rates or hours varied, the enumerator was instructed to 
report the average wage or hours for each category. 

The average cash wage per month, week, day, and hour, and 
the average number of hours worked per month, week, and day 
for each basis of payment represent averages per worker. To 
obtain these averages, the average hours and average wage 
rates for each farm were multiplied by the number of workers 
in each basis-of-payment group. The accumulated totals of these 
products were then divided by the total number of workers in 
the corresponding group. 

Farm Labor Force, 1820-1960.-The census of population pro
vides the only available data showing the number of workers 
employed in agriculture over a long period of time. The detailed 
occupation and industry groups used for classifying workers as 
"agricultural" in the census of population are not identical with 
those used in the census of agriculture. The major occupation 
groups "farmers and farm managers" and "farm laborers and 
foremen" and the industry groups "agricultural" designated in 
the census of population include the following types of workers 
not classified as farm workers in the census of agriculture: (1) 
Persons employed on farms at purely service activities such as 
carpenters, mechanics, bookkeepers, and truck drivers; (2) per
sons engaged in agricultural activities other than strictly farm 
operations, such as cr()p dusting, spraying, and cotton ginning; 
and (3) persons working on places not qualifying as farms for 
purposes of the census of agriculture; and ( 4) persons employed 
by processors or contractors who are not farm operators to per
form farm work such as harvesting. 

The declining percentage of the labor force engaged in agri
cultural pursuits may be an indication of increasing efficiency of 
production in agriculture. The trend toward specialization in 
agricultural production is significant in the shift in the produc
tion of farm supplies and equipment and the performance of 
farm services from farm workers to nonagricultural workers. 
Much of the work required in the processing, transportation, and 
distribution of farm products formerly done by "agricultural" 
workers is now performed by "nonagricultural" workers. In 
1820, the farm labor force represented over 70 percent of persons 
employed in all occupations. In 1960, only 6 percent of the 
labor force was engaged in agricultural pursuits. The number 
of persons employed in agriculture in 1960 was less than the 
number employed in 1850 and only about one-third the number em
ployed in 1910. In 1820, the farm labor force was equal to 21.5 
percent of the total population. In 1960, the farm labor force 
represented less than 2% percent of the total population. 
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Table 1.-RELATION oF LABOR FoRcE IN AGRICULTURE TO 

ToTAL LABOR FoRcE AND TO ToTAL PoPULATION OF THE 

UNITED STATES: 1820 TO 1959 

Labor force Total population of 
United States 

Percentage Percentage 
Year Agr!cul- farm labor All occu- tural farm labor Total force is pations 

(nursuits 
force is (number) of total (number) number) or total population (percent) (percent) 

Persons 14 years old and older 

1 ooo ________________ 67,990,069 4,.085, 431 6. 0 179, 323, 175 2.3 
1954 ___ ------------- 2 63, 924, 000 2 6, 027,000 9.4 161, 763,000 3. 7 
1950_ --------------- 59,015,464 6, 860,302 11.6 151, 325, 798 4.5 
1940 ____ ------------ 51,742,023 8, 833,324 17.1 131, 669, 275 6. 7 1930 ________________ 48,594,592 10, 161,212 20.9 122, 775, 046 8.3 

Persons 10 years old and older 

1930_ --------------- 48,829,920 10,471,998 21.4 122, 775, 046 8.5 
1920_ --------------- 42,433,535 11,448,770 27.0 105, 710,620 10.8 
1910_ --------------- 37,370,794 11,591,767 31.0 91,972,266 12.6 
1900.--------------- 29,073,233 10,911,998 37.5 75,994,575 14.4 1890 ________________ 23,318,183 9, 938,373 42.6 62,947,714 15.8 1880 ________________ 17,392,099 8, 584,810 49.4 50,155,783 17.1 
1870 _________ ------- 12,924,951 6, 849,772 53.0 39,818,449 17.2 
1860 __ -------------- 10,532,750 6, 207,634 58.9 31,443,321 19.7 
1850 ___ ------------- 7,697,196 4, 901,882 63.7 23,191,876 21.1 
1840_ --------------- 5,420,000 3, 719,951 68.6 17,069,453 21.8 1830 ________________ 3, 931,537 2, 772,453 70.5 12,866,020 21. 5 
1820 ____ ------------ 2,881,000 2, 068,958 71.8 9, 638,453 21.5 

1 Data for 1959 and 1950 pertain to the United States, for other years to the contermi
nous United States. 

a Not strictly comparable to decennial census data. Experienced civilian labor force 
as or April1, 1954. 

The proportion of the labor force engaged in agricultural 
pursuits declined gradually as improved farming techniques and 
new and improved farm equipment were invented and placed in 
general use. The horse-drawn mowing machine replaced the 
scythe and grain cradle ; the fanning mill for cleaning grain 
gave way to threshing machines; hoes gave way to shovel culti
vators and the steel walking plows; and the application of steam 
and gasoline engines to portable uses in farming enabled the 
agricultural worker to increase his output. The mechanization 
of farm operation had advanced to a point, by 1910, where the 
total number of persons engaged in agriculture began decreasing 
even though the total pqpulation was growing. Since 1910, new 
machines, electricity, and biological techniques have enabled the 
farm labor force to produce more and more. Since 1910, a re
markable amount of labor has been transferred out of agriculture. 
Since 1920, the agricultural labor force has been reduced by more 
than one-half. It has declined about 40 percent since 1950. 

The growing use of labor-saving equipment on the farm, the 
development of varied sizes of power units to meet the needs of 
most sizes of farm operations, the elimination of many small
scale enterprises on farms, the use of more fertilizer, better and 
hybrid seeds, increased irrigation, better pest and insect control, 
increased use of herbicides, better feeding, increasing size of 
farm business, increased use of farm custom work, better farm 
management, and a significant increase in the agricultural serv
ices performed by nonfarm groups have resulted in a remarkable 
decrease in the farm labor force and an increase in output per 
agricultural worker, and have enabled a rapidly declining farm 
labor force to provide for a growing population and to furnish 
food for the people of other countries. 

Farm Labor Force, 1959.-The number of persons working on 
farms includes farm operators, unpaid members of the fa.rm 
operators' families, and hired farm workers. Because of the sea
sonality of farm operations, there is considerable fluctuation dur
ing the year in the size of the farm work force and in the hours of 
work by farm workers. At some seasons, particularly at harvest 

FARM LABOR-NUMBER OF UNPAID FAMILY AND HIRED 

1959 (Nov.) 

1950 (APr.-May) 

1940 (last week 
of March) 

1939 (last week 
of September) 

WORKERS: 1935 TO 19!19 
Millions of persona 

8 12 

-Unpaid family labor including operator. ~~ired wor~ers. 

time, the farm work force may be increased by half. The fol
lowing estimates taken from the special Labor Force Report of 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor 
provide an indication of the fluctuation in the number of ag
ricultural workers from month to month in 1959: 

Week ending-

January 17-------------------------February 14 _______________________ _ 

March 14--------------------------April 18 _________________________ -- _ 

May 16----------------------------June 13 ______________________ ------
July 18 ___________ -- ----------------
August 15--------------------------September 12 _____________________ _ 
October 17-------------------- ____ _ 
November 14. .. -------------------December 12 ______________________ _ 

Total 

4, 693 
4,692 
5, 203 
5, 848 
6,408 
7, 231 
6, 825 
6,357 
6, 242 
6,124 
5,601 
4, 811 

Number of workers (1,000) 

Self
employed 
workers 

2, 834 
2,920 
2,992 
3,161 
3,239 
3, 285 
3,137 
3,042 
2, 995 
2,997 
2, 971 
2, 749 

Unpaid 
family 

members 

632 
662 
835 

1,095 
1, 451 
1, 786 
1,544 
1, 355 
1, 246 
1,121 
1,004 

723 

Wage and 
salary 

workers 

1,227 
1,111 
1, 375 
1, 594 
1, 720 
2,160 
2,142 
1, 960 
2 001 
2:006 
1,626 
1, 342 

Because of this variability in the size of the farm work force, 
an attempt is made to count the number of farm workers during 
only one week of the year covered by the census of agriculture. 
This procedure of counting the farm labor force affects the num
ber of persons reported as farm labor. 

Even though machines and electricity perform much of the 
work on farms, farm labor is needed to manage the farm opera
tions, care for livestock and poultry, and for harvesting the 
crops. The size of the farm labor force cannot be indicated ac
curately by a single figure. The number of persons working on 
farms changes from year to year and from month to month in 
the same year. Farm operators and unpaid members of their 
families comprised 75 percent of the 6.3 million persons working 
on farms the week preceding the census in 1959. Farm operators 
working one or more hours totaled 3.0 million, or 48.1 percent of 
the total; unpaid family workers working 15 hours or more dur
ing the week preceding the census numbered 1.7 million, or 26.9 
percent of the total; and hired workers amounted to 1.6 million, 
or 25.0 percent of the total. Farm operators made up the only 
farm labor on 1.6 million, or 44 percent, of all farms and the 
operator and/or members of his family comprised the farm labor 
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force the week preceding the census on 2.6 million or 70.9 percent 
of all farms. Hired workers were employed on only 548,000 
farms. Of these, 62,000 farms with five or more hired workers 
had over half of all the hired workers on all farms. 

Recently the decline in the farm labor force has been at a 
rapid rate. From September 1939 to 1959, the number of farm 
operators and unpaid members of the families of farm operators 
declined from approximately 8.1 million to 4.7 million persons, or 
a decrease of 41.6 percent. About three-fifths of the decline 
occurred during the period 1954 to 1959. The number of hired 
workers decreased from approximately 3.2 million in September 
1939, to 1.6 million in 1959, or a decrease of 50 percent. About 
two-thirds of the decrease occurred during the period 1954 to 
1959. 

The decrease in the number of hired workers during the last 
10 years has occurred largely in the number of seasonal workers. 
Part of the change in the number of seasonal workers shown by 
the following data results from counting the workers at different 
periods in the year. 

1959 1951, 1950 

Regular hired workers : 
(Oct.-Nov.) (Jilept.-Oct.) (April-May) 

Farms reporting_________ 316,571 
Number of workers_____ 700,256 

Seasonal hired workers : 
Farms reporting_________ 306,797 
Number of workers_____ 883,897 

332,932 
691,068 

504,556 
2,038,582 

504,527 
1,036,115 

271,621 
541,631 

The reduction in the number of seasonal workers has been 
accompanied by a decrease in the number of hired workers paid 
on a daily, hourly, and piece-rate basis. Because the counts of 
workers for 1959, 1954, and 1950 relate to different periods of 
the year, the differences indicated by the following data are the 
result, in part, of seasonal differences in the number of hired 
farm workers. 

1959 19511 1950 
(Oct.-Nov.) 

Hired workers paid 
(Jilept.-Oct.) (April-May) 

on monthly basis : 
Farms reporting _____ 161,590 204,484 266,531 
Number of workers ___ 264,865 316,231 400,771 

Hired workers paid on 
weekly basis : 

Farms reporting _____ 106,391 98,919 103,932 
Number of workers ___ 207,229 195,249 195,265 

Hired workers paid on 
daily basis : 

Farms reporting ______ 136,508 217,335 226,622 
Number of workers ___ 318,810 542,239 472,307 

Hired workers paid on 
hourly basis : 

Farms reporting ______ 163,217 209,256 138,738 
Number of workers ___ 434,082 616,893 359,223 

Hired workers paid on 
piecework basis : 

Farms reporting ______ 51,89G 121,279 24,868 
Number of workers ___ 359,167 1,059,038 97,112 

Farm· Operators.-Farm operators are the chief source of man-
power on farms. Farm operators comprised the largest of the 

three major groups of farm workers on farms in 1959. Of the 
3.7 million farm operators, 660,000 did not work one or more hours 
on the farm operated during the week preceding the census. 
These 660,000 were operators who worked at other jobs (1,107,606 
farm operators worked off their farms 100 days or more in 1959 
and 877,819 worked off their farms 200 days or more), farm 
operators on part-retirement farms where there was no farm 
work required during the selected week, and farm operators on 
some types of farms such as fruit farms, vegetable farms, wheat 
farms, etc., where the kinds of agricultural operations did not 
require farm labor during the specified week. Of the 3.7 million 
farm operators, only 3.0 million worked one or more hours on 
the farm operated during the week preceding the census. There 
is less seasonal fluctuation in the number of farm operators 
working on farms than there is in the number of unpaid members 
of farm operators' families or in the number of hired farm 
workers. 

Unpaid Family Workers.-The second largest group of farm 
workers is the 1.7 million unpaid members of farm operators' 
families working 15 or more hours on the farm. Most unpaid 
members of farm operators' families worlcing on farms are wives 
and older children under 25 years of age. The number of these 
workers varies greatly by season and is twice as large during the 
summer as during the winter. 

Hired Farm Labor.-Hired farm labor is the smallest of the 
three major groups of farm workers. This part of the farm labor 
force totaled 1.6 million persons during the week preceding the 
census enumeration in 1959. More than half of the total hired 
farm labor force comprised seasonal workers, employed for less 
than 150 days on the farm on which they were working. The 
number of seasonal hired workers varies greatly during the year 
as farm labor requirements are highly seasonal. Peak farm labor 
requirements in each area are concentrated in a relatively short 
period of time. Each of the major agricultural crops has a dif
ferent seasonal pattern of labor requirements. While the overall 
requirement for seasonal labor has declined, the need for seasonal 
hired labor at the seasonal peak has become more critical. The 
mechanization of agricultural operations has proceeded unevenly 
and the need for farm labor has been sharply reduced for some 
operations and eliminated for others. For some farm operations, 
machines have not been developed or placed in general use. 
Moreover, the season for harvest has been shortened for some 
crops so as to reduce the marketing period and minimize crop 
losses from adverse weather. 

Hired farm workers during the week preceding the census 
enumeration were reported on 548,000, or 14.8 percent, of the 
farms in 1959. However, 1,784,000, or 48.1 percent, of the farms 
employed some hired labor in 1959. Expenditures of $1,000 or 
more for hired labor were made on only 431,000, or 11.1 percent, 
of the farms. Only 241,000 farms, or 1 farm out of 15, had two or 
more hired workers in 1959. More than half of all the farm 
workers were on the 62,000 farms having five or more hired 
workers. Only eight States had as many as 50,000 hired farm 
workers and the total of those eight States represented almost 
one-half of all the hired farm workers in the United States. Two 
States, Texas and California, bad almost one-fifth of all hired 
farm workers. 
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Only 1 farm out of 12 had one or more regular hired workers 
in 1959. Only 110,000 farms had two or more regular hired 
workers. About 40 percent of all regular hired workers were on 

the 23,000 farms employing five or more regular hired workers 
in 1959. Only three States, New York, Texas, and California, had 
as many as 5,000 farms having two or more regular hired workers. 

----------~- ------ ------, 

FARMS REPORTING REGULAR HIRED WORKERS 

TOTAL 
547,611 

Hours of Work for Hired Farm Labor.-Data on the hours 
worked are available for the census of agriculture only for the 
persons employed as hired workers. 

The hours worked as reported in the census reflect widely 
varying types of workers and working arrangements. Some 
workers are employed part time, even though they may be paid 
on a monthly or weekly basis. These part-time workers ac
count, in part, for the variation in the number of hours worked. 

The hours of work are available for hired farm workers on 
the basis of the period for which they were employed. Approxi
mately one out of every six hired workers was employed by the 
month. The average hours of work by hired workers paid on a 
monthly basis was 209 hours for the conterminous United States. 
In 1954, the corresponding average hours worked per month was 
231. 

Approximately one out of every seven hired workers on farms 
was paid on a weekly basis. The average hours worked per 
week for these workers was 46 for the conterminous United 
States, a decrease of 5 hours or almost 10 percent from the aver
age for 1954. 

One out of every five hired farm workers in 1959 was paid on 
a daily basis. The average number of hours worked per day for 
the hired workers was 8.5 hours per day as compared with 8.8 
hours per day in 1954. Four-fifths of the hired farm workers 
paid on a daily basis were in the South. 

Approximately one-fourth of all hired workers during the week 
preceding the census in 1959 were employed on a piece-price basis. 
No data are available regarding the hours of work for this group 
of hired farm workers. About 75 percent of the hired workers 
employed on a piecework basis were in the South. 

1 DOT-100 FARMS 

, MAP NO. A59-3A26 

. ./' , U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

NUMBER OF HIRED WORKERS BY BASIS OF PAYMENT 
BY REGIONS: 1959 
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300 
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From 1954 to 1959 there was a significant reduction in hours 
of work of hired farm workers as indicated by the following 

data: 1Y59 1954 1950 
Average hours of work per month 

for workers paid on monthly 
basis _______________________________ 209 231 239 

Average hours of work per week 
for workers paid on weekly 
basis----------------------------------- 46 51 52 

Average hours of work per day for 
workers paid on daily basis. ______ , 8.5 8.8 9.2 

Cash Farm Wage Rates.-The data available on farm wage rates 
represent only cash payments. Many hired farm workers re
ceive perquisites such as room and board, food, house, etc., in 
addition to the cash payments. The wage rates reflect widely 
varying types of workers and working arrangements. The vari
ations are indicated by the dist;ibution of farms with hired 
workers by wage rates as well as by hours worked. (See tables 
7, 8, and 11.) Some hired workers may be working only part 
time, even though they are paid on a monthly or weekly basis. In 
some cases, young persons or elderly persons are paid small wages 
in addition to board, etc., and these persons have been reported in 
the census as hired workers. Moreover, some workers receive 
a share of the farm products in addition to the cash payments. 

For the United States, the average cash wage rate per person 
was $198 per month for workers paid by the month, $42 per week 

for workers paid by the week, $5.25 per day for workers paid by 
the day, $0.97 per hour for workers paid by the hour, and $6.46 
per day (for Friday of week preceding enumeration) for persons 
working on a piecework basis. 

Wage rates vary significantly by States. Wage rates are 
higher in the Western States and lower in the Southern States. 

Wage rates increased from 1954 to 1959, although not as much 
as during the period from 1950 to 1954 as indicated by the follow-
ing data for the conterminous United States : 

1959 1954 1950 
Average wages per month 

for workers paid on 
monthly basis ___________ $195.00 $162.00 $118.00 

Average wages per week 
for workers paid on 
weekly basis ____________ 42.00 38.00 28.00 

Average wages per day 
for workers paid on 
daily basis ______________ 5.25 5.13 3.66 

Average wage per hour 
for workers paid on 
hourly basis ____________ .95 .88 .67 

However, there was a significant decrease from 1954 to 1959 in 
the hours of work for workers paid on a monthly, weekly, and 
daily basis. 
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