
Part 4.-CASH RENT 

·rntroduction.-This part of chapter IV presents statistics on 
cash rent with related information on number of farms and value 
of land and buildings for cash tenants and share-cash tenants for 
commercial farms and other farms. 

Presentation of Statistics.-The statistics are presented as totals 
for the conterminous United States, the major geographic areas, 
and for each of the 48 States. Data on cash rent for Alaska and 
value of land and buildings for Hawaii are not available. Most 
of the data presented in this part represent estimates based on re
ports for only a sample of farms. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Only definitions of particular significance in regard to cash rent 

are given. For definitions and explanations of items of general 
application, refer to the Introduction to this volume. For a more 
detailed discussion of the classification of farms by tenure of the 
operator, see chapter X. 

Farm Operator.-A farm operator is a person who operates a 
farm either performing the labor himself or directly supervising 
it. He may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant. If he 
rents land to others or has land cropped for him by others, he is 
the operator of only the acreage which he retains. The number 
of farm operators is considered the same as the number of farms. 

Land in Farms.-For the 1959, 1954, and 1950 censuses, the land 
to be included in each farm was determined on the basis of the 
inquiries regarding the number of acres owned, the acres rented 
from others or worked on shares for others, and the acres rented 
to or worked on shares by others. In case of a managed farm, 
the acres rented to others, if any, were subtracted from the total· 
acres managed. In censuses prior to 1950 the acreage in each 
farm was determined by asking directly the acreage in the farm. 
Enumerators and farm operators were instructed to include any 
land rented from others and to exclude any land rented to others. 

Owners.-Farm operators who own land they operate are classi
fied as owners. 

Full owners are farm operators who own all the land they 
operate. · 

Part owners are farm operators who operate owned land and 
also operate land rented from others. 

Tenants.-Tenants are farm operators who rent from others 
or work on shares for others all the land they operate. 

Cash tenants pay cash. and cash only as rent, and in the 
Southern States, are not furnished work power by their land
lords. 

Share-cash tenants pay cash in addition to a share of the 
crops and/or livestock. 

For census years other than 1950, the tenure of tenant-operators 
was determined on the basis of land operated ; in 1950 tenure was 
determined on the basis of all land owned or all land rented from 
others. Thus, for 1950, tenants by definition included no oper
ato~·s who owned land. For that census all operators who owned 
lancl were classed as owners regardless of whether they operated 
the land owned or rented it to others. For 1954, 1940, and 1930, 
tenants by definition operated rented land only. 

Value of Land and Buildings.-The value of land and buildings 
to be reported was the approximate amount for which the land 
and the buildings on it would sell. The value of land and build
ings was asked for a sample of approximately 20 percent of the 
farms ; however, it was not reported for all the farms included 
in this sample. (See page 5 in chapter I for a discussion of the 
characteristics of estimates for the value of land and buildings.) 

Inquiries on Cash Rent.-The arrangement under which land 
was rented from others was determined from the following in
quiries which were asked of a sample of approximately 20 percent 
of the farm operators who rented land from others: 

308(a) Do you rent. nny land from others? . • • • • • • • • . • • • • . • • . . No 0 Yes 0 
(b) Do you work u.ny lo.nd ou shares? • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • • • No 0 Yes 0 

(If "No" for both qu,Itlionlt 308(a) and 308(b), mark X an.d akip to question (314].) 
(lf"Yes" for eillur fJUealion 308(a) or 308(b), «RRtoer que~tlioll8 309 through 313.). 

309. ])oNI the landlord rurni:dt nil the work anirnn.Js or tmctor power 
(W!I a part or his share or t.he operation or the place)? • • • • • • • • .. • • • No 0 Yes 0 

310. ))o you pay to your landlord any cash a,, rent? • • • .. • .. • • • • • • • • .. No 0 Yes 0 

(a) If 11 Y'es," how much fur t.hc yenr't .................... • • 'S--/00 
311. l>o you pay Lo your landlord any share ur the cropli (:mch as t, l, i>.t • ' ••• No 0 Yes 0 

312. Do you pa.y Lo your lu.nrllord a.ny t~harc o£ the livc~tock or 
livt•:o~tot'k proclnctR ("nr.h n."' 1, I. U?. . . . ............... " • No 0 Yes 0 

313. Do you have thia land under :Lny otht•r arrn.ng:c1mmt (:mch as u. fixed 
qunntit.y or nu_v product, upkct•p of land auul buildings, payment or 
taxes, keep or landlord, rent frc.'l', cLc.)1 • .. .. • • . • • . . • . . • • • . • • No 0 Yes 0 

The enumerator was instructed to include only the amount 
of rent paid or payable in cash. If a fixed quantity of any 
product was paid or to be paid as rent, the value of the product 
was not to be included. 

The average cash rent per acre varies from State to State. 
These variations arise in part from the rental of farms for 
largely residential purposes, the inclusion of waste and other 
land in farms operated, and the variation in the quality and value 
of land and buildings operated by cash tenants, etc. Variations 
in the cash rent per $100 of value arise, in part, because of differ
ences in the level of return on investments ; in taxes; in farm 
improvements, since the rental usually takes into account 
depreciation or upkeep of such improvements; and to differences 
in the value of farm land and buildings because of location, 
presence of minerals, etc. 

History of Census Data on Cash Rent Paid.-The amount of 
cash rent paid by cash tenants is available for four prior 
censuses-1954, 1950, 1940, and 1930. The data for 1959, 1954, 
and 1950 are limited to those cash tenants who reported the 
amount of rent paid or payable. The data for 1940 and 1930 
relate only to the land operated. Land subrented to others was 
not included. 

Census Data on Cash Rent.-The data given for cash rent apply 
only to cash tenants and share-cash tenants for whom both 
the amount of cash rent and the value of land and buildings 
were reported. The data therefore do not represent totals 
for all farms operated by cash tenants and by share-cash tenants. 
The proportion of the farms for which the value of land and 
buildings and the amount of cash rent were reported was 79.8 
percent for 1959, as compared with 63.5 percent in 1954, 68 
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percent in 1950, 94.4 percent in 1940, and 99.3 percent in 1930. 
The proportion of land in farms for all cash tenants for which 
both the value of land and buildings and the amount of cash 
rent were reported was 73.2 for 1959, 64.8 for 1954, 67.6 for 1950, 
93.6 for 1940, and 98.6 for 1930. 

The tables show the number of operators reporting ; the total 
acres rented from others; the value of the rented land (land 
and buildings) ; and the amount of cash rent paid per operator, 
per acre, and per $100 of value of land and buildings. The 
data do not include cash rent paid by those cash or share-cash 
tenants for whom either the value of the rented land and build
ings or the amount of cash rent was not reported. 

The land rented from others includes not only the land oper
ated, but also the rented land which was subrented to others. 
Of the 105,194 cash tenants in 1959, only 5,719, or 5.4 percent, 
subrented land to others. Of the 132,506 share-cash tenants, 5,096, 
or 3.8 percent, subrented land to others. The subrented land rep
resented 3.7 percent of the total land rented from others by cash 
tenants, and 1.8 percent of the land rented by share-cash tenants. 

The presentation of cash-rent data separately for commercial 
and other farms (part-time, part-retirement, and abnormal) sep
arates to a large degree farms rented primarily for nonfarm 
purposes, such as a residence, from those rented for farming 
purposes. "Other farms" include many places having sufficient 
agricultural operations to qualify as farms, and occupied pri
marily as residences, often by persons with nonfarm employment 
or nonfarm sources of income. 

Since 1940, when there were 514,438 cash tenants, there has 
been a decrease in the number of cash tenants for each succeeding 
census. In 1959 there were 105,194, a decrease of 80 percent since 
1940. 

Although land in farms operated by cash tenants decreased by 
approximately 3 million acres from 1954 to 1959, the average size 
of these farms increased from 231 acres per farm to 323 acres. 

The average value of land and buildings per farm and per 
acre for cash-tenant farms in 1959 was slightly less than similar 
averages for all farms. These average values of land and build
ings per farm for cash tenants have increased from approxi
mately $12,000 in 1950, to $33,000 in 1959, and the average value 
of land and buildings per acre increased from less than $61 in 
1950, to $109 in 1959. 

Cash rent paid per cash tenant and per acre have also increased 
since 1950, but there was a decrease in the amount of cash rent per 
$100 value of land and buildings. Average cash rent per cash 
tenant was $575 in 1950, $783 in 1954, and $1,147 in 1959; average 
cash rent per acre of land in farms was $2.88, $3.26, and $3.82, 
respectively, for 1950, 1954, and 1959. Average value of cash rent 
per $100 value of land and buildings was $4.73, $4.43, and $3.47, 
for 1950, 1954, and 1959, respectively. 

Data on the amount of cash rent paid by share-cash tenants are 
presented for the first time. The average paid per farm operator 
for this tenure group is roughly half of that paid by cash tenants. 
However, share-cash tenants pay a share of the crops and/or 
livestock in addition to the cash rent. 
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