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The number of farms in all of the size groups from 10 to 179 
acres for the United States decreased for each census period 
since 1935. This trend continues to reflect the consolidation of 
farms, the discontinuance of farm operations on small farms, 

and a decrease in farm numbers brought about by the rapid 
increase in farm technology and mechanization of agriculture. 
The increase in nonfarm job opportunities has contributed sig
nificantly to this change. 
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