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Chapter XII.-Type of Farm 

Introduction.-The information presented in this chapter is 
for the 1959 Census of Agriculture, except the limited information 
for the earlier censuses presented in the text to this chapter. 
The data for the 1959 census show characteristics of farms and 
farm operators by type of farm for the farms that were classified 
as "commercial." No data are presented by type of farm for 
those designated as "other farms" (part-time, part-retirement, 
and abnormal farms). 

The purpose of a classification of farms by type is to show 
(a) the kinds of farms in the various parts of the Nation; (b) the 
variation in the usc of resources, production, value of farm products 
sold, and organization of resources among farms of various types; 
and (c) the characteristics of the operators for the different types 
of farms. The classification of farms by type groups together with 
farms having a high degree of uniformity in the kind and relative 
amount (or proportion) of crops and livestock products and in the 
practices followed in production. This kind of classification shows 
the degree of agricultural specialization and the pattern of agri
cultural production. Farm data, thus classified, provide a basis 
for the study and analysis of agricultural problems, such as those 
relating to the development of land-use programs, farm-adjust~ 
ment programs and plans, soil-conservation _programs, and prob
lems dealing with the production and marketing of agricultural 
commodities. It is also of value to those who provide products 
for production purposes and services for farms and .farm people. 

Information for farms grouped by other classifications supple
ment the data provided by the type-of-farm classification. These 
classifications include size of farm (as measured by total acres 
in the farm) which is reported in chapter V; tenure of farm oper
ator, reported in chapter X; and economic class of farm, reported 
in chapter XL 

Source of Data..-The data presented in this chapter in graphic 
form and in the basic data are from the 1959 Census of Agriculture. 
Detailed comparable figures are not given for the prior censuses 
because of the differences in the bases used in the classification 
of farms by type for 1959 from those of the earlier censuses and 
also the change in the definition of a farm. 

The totals presented in the tables are estimates based on tabula
tions of data for a sample of approximately 20 percent of the farms. 
An explanation of the sampling plan and procedures and a state
ment of the reliability of estimates based on the sample are given 
in the Introduction to this volume. 

Presentation of Sta.tistics.-The statistics are presented in 
graphic form and in tables. The tables show totals for the 
United States, for the three major regions,· and for each of thE' 
50 States for some data and totals for the United States only for 
other data. Totals for the United States are given both a.s a 
48-State total and a 50-State total. The totals for the 48 Sta.tes 
are for the "conterminous" United States and the totals for the 
United States represent data for the 50 States. In obtaining 
regional totals for the 50 States, totals for Ala.ska and Hawaii are 
included in the West. An outline map showing the geographic 
areas appears in the Introduction to this volume. In addition 
to the tables, a number of maps showing the geographic distri
bution of each of the major types of farms accompany the text. 
These serve to provide a quick visual picture of the distribution of 
farms for each type. The data in this chapter are intended to 

sPrve as a general summary of type-of-farm information and 
to afford a basis for broad appraisal of type-of-farm relationships 
and comparisons by a.reas. 

Statistics in table 53 present, for the United States, totals for 
most of the items included in the 1959 Census of Agriculture. 
The remaining tables show data for a selected number of items 
for the United States, the three regions, and for each of the 
States. 

Statistics by type of farm for the individual States are giv<.'n 
in volume I. State table 15 presents data for hired farm labor 
and wage rates by type of farm; State table 18 presents statistics 
for each type of farm, except miscellaneous farms, by economic 
class of farm. Detailed data for all types arc given in State 
table 19. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Definitions for items having general application such as "a 
farm," "farm operator," "farms reporting," "land in farms," etc. 
are shown in the Introduction to this volume. Reference should 
also be made to the discussion in the Introduction relating to the 
effect that the change in definition of a farm had on the numf)(.'r 
of farms, farms reporting, and other items tahulatul. 

Farms Classified by Type.-In making the classification of 
farms by type for the 1959 census, the farms were classified or 
divided into two groups-''commercial farms" and "other farms." 

Commercial farms comprise these, except abnormal farms, with 
(1) a total value of sales of farm products of $2,500 or more in 
1959 plus (2) those with a total value of sales of farm products 
of $50 to $2,499, provided the operator of the farm was under 
65 years of age, and (a) he worked off the farm less than 100 da~s 
during the year, and (b) that the income he and members of hts 
household received from off-the-farm sources was less than the 
total value of farm products sold. Reference should he made to 
Chapter XI: Economic Class of Farm, for a more complete 
description of commercial farms and other farms. 

Other farms comprise part-time, part-retirement, and abnormal 
farms. 

Basis of Classification by Type.-The classification of commer
cial farms by type was made on the basis of the relationship of 
the value of sales from one source, or a number of sources, to the 
total value of sales of all farm products sold from the farm. The 
value of sales of farm products was obtained by adding the values 
for all products sold from the farm. The value of sales for a 
part of the products was reported on the agriculture questionnaire 
as obtained from the operator during the enumeration. For the 
remaining products with sales, the quantity sold or produced was 
obtained during enumeration. The value of sales for these prod
ucts was obtained by multiplying the quantity sold by State 
average prices. (For methods used in calculating value of farm 
products sold, see Chapter IX: Value of Farm Products.) In 
cases such as cotton, tobacco, coffee, or sugarcane farms, the type 
was determined on the basis of sales from an individual source. 
In cases such as dairy or fruit-and-nut farms, it was determined 
on the basis of sales from closely related products. In other cases 
such as cash-grain farms, the type was determined on the basis 
of sales from a broader group of products (corn, sorghums, all 

1245 
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Table 1.-BASIS FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS BY TYPE: CENSUSES OF 1959, 1954, 1950, 1945, 1940, AND 19301 

Item 1959 1954 1950 

Classification basis. Value of all farm products sold. Value of all farm products sold. Value of all farm products sold. 

Classification criteria. The sales of products from a given source had The sale of products from a given source had to The sale of products from a particular source 
to account for 50 percent or more of the total account for .50 percent or more of the total had to account for 50 percent or more of the 
value of all farm products sold from the farm. value of all farm products sold from the farm. total value of all farm products sold from the 

farm. 

How the classification was Hand coding by visual inspection of each ques- Hand coding by visual inspection of each ques- Hand coding by visual inspection of each ques-
made. tionnaire during office processing. tionnaire during office processing. tionnaire during office processing. 

Information used for 194 items from which sales were made from an 132 items from which sales were made from an 46 sales items representing sales of individual 
classification. individual product or a group of similar prod- individual product or a group of similar prod- product or a group of similar products. Some 

ucts. Some products, as cotton and tobacco, ucts. Some products were considered singly; were considered singly and others grouped. 
were considered singly; and others, as small and others, as small grains, were grouped. 
grains, were grouped. 

Kinds of farms not claa- (a) Part-time farms-(places with $50 to $2,499 (a) Parl-time farms- (places with $250 to (a) Part-time farms ($250 to $1,199 sales of 
sified by type. for sales of farm products; provided the $1,199 for sales of farm products and the farm products, and the operator worked off the 

operator was under 65 years of age and either operator worked off the farm 100 or more days farm 100 or more .days in 1949 or reported that 
he worked off the farm 100 or more days in in 1954, or the income he and members of his income of family from sources other than 
1959, or the income he and members of his family received from sources other than the farms operated was greater than sales of farm 
household received from sources other than farm operated was greater than the value of products. A coWlt of these part-time farms 
the farm operated was greater than total value farm products sold) . was made by type but a tabulation of their 
of farm products sold) . (b) Residential farms-(places with less than character was not made) . 

(b) Part-retirement farms-(places with $50 to $250 for value of sales of farm products. In- (b) Residential farms (less than $250 sales of 
$2,499 for sales of farm products and the oper- eluded in this group are marginal and sub- farm products in 1949). 
ator was 65 years old or over. Included in sistence farms). (c) Abnormal farms (primarily private and 
this group ere residential, subsistence, or (c) Abnormal farms-(all institutional farms, public institutional farms, experiment station 
marginal farms) . public and private, and Indian reservations. farms, Indian reservations, and grazing asso-

(c) Abnormal farms-(all institutional farms Institutional farms include farms operated by ciations). 
and Indian reservations, regardless of the schools, hospitals, penal institutions, graz-
value of farm products sold. Institutional ing associations, governmental agencies, etc.). 
farms include farms operated by schools, hos-
pitals, penal institutions, grazing associat-
ions, government agencies, etc.). 

Area for which classifies- 50 States Conterminous United States (48 States) Conterminous United States (48 States) 
tion was made . 

Item 1945 1940 1930 

Classification basis. Value of all farm products sold. Value of all farm products sold plus value of Value of all farm products sold plus value of 
products used by farm households. products used by operators family. 

Classification criteria. The sale of products from a particular source The source that was largest among the 10 value- The value of products sold from a particular 
had to account for 50 percent or more of the of -products groups (the value of farm products source had to account for 40 percent or more 
total value of all farm products sold from the used by farm households was also used). (See of the combined value of all farm products 
farm. Table A.) sold and value of products used by operator 1 s 

family. In the case of some types of farms, 
it was necessary to determine type from the 
value of sales from a particular source on the 
basis of crop or pasture acreages or 11 vestock 
inventories . 

How classification was made. Mechanical comparison of the value of sales for Mechanical comparison of the 10 value-of -farm Hand coding by visual inspection of each quest-
each of 9 value-of-products groups with the products groups. ioiUlaire during office processing. 
total value of farm products. 

Information used for clas- Value of sales for 8 groups of farm products Sales for 9 groups and value of products used 5 sales groups and 1 group for value of products 
sification and value of farm products used by farm house- by farm households. used by operator's family. For some of these 

hold. groups, the information on crop or pasture 
acreages and livestock inventories was used for 
sub-classification. 

Kinds of farms not classi- (a) Farms with no farm products sold or used by (a) Farms with no farm products sold or used by (a) Farms with no farm products sold or used by 
fied by type of farm on farm households in 1944. farm households in 1939. operator 1 s household in 1929. 
the basis of income from (b) Farms where value of products used by farm (b) Farms with incomplete reports. (b) Farms not operated in 1929. 
a particular source or households exceeded total sales. (c) Farms where value of products used by farm (c) Farms with incomplete reports. 
sources. households exceeded sales for each of the 9 (d) Greenhouses, nurseries, apiaries. 

value-of -sales groups. (e) Part-time farms (farms where operator worked 
150 days or more at off -farm work and farm 
sales were less than $750. 

(f) Places where receipts from boarders and 
lodgers represented 50 percent or more of total 
value of all sales and value of products used 
by operator 1 s family. 

(g) Farms where value of products used by oper-
a tor 1 s household exceeded total sales . 

Area for which classifies- Conterminous United States (48 States) Co~terminous United States (48 States) Conterminous United States (48 States) 
tion was made. 
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small grains, dry field seed beans and peas, soybeans, and cow
peas). In order for a farm to be classified as a particular type, 
the value of sales from a product or a group of products had to 
represent 50 percent or more of the total value of sales of farm 
products. 

Published data by type of farm do not include data for "other" 
(part-time, part-retirement, and abnormal) farms although these 
farms were classified by type. The types of commercial farms 
for which data are presented, together with the product or group 
of products on which type classification is based, are as follows: 

Type of farm Source of sales 
[Product or (IToup of products amounting to 50 percent 

or more of the value of all farm products sola] 
Cash-grain__________ Corn, sorghums, small grains, dry field 

and seed beans and peas, cowpeas for 

Tobacco ___________ _ 
Cotton _____________ _ 
Coffee _____________ _ 

Pineapple __________ _ 
Sugarcane __________ _ 

Other field-crop _____ _ 

peas, and soybeans for beans. 
Tobacco. 
Cotton. 

Coffee } 
Pineapples 
Sugarcane 

Classification 
Hawaii. 

limited to 

Peanuts, Irish potatoes, sweetpotatoe8, 
sugarcane for sugar or sirup, sweet 
sorghums for sirup, broomcorn, popcorn, 
sugar beets for sugar, mint, hops, and 
sugar beet seed. 

Vegetable___________ Vegetables for sale. 
Fruit-and-nut_ _______ Berries, other small fruits, tree fruits, 

grapes, and nuts. 
Poultry------- __ -_-- Chickens, chicken eggs, turkeys, and other 

poultry products. 
Dairy ______________ _ 

Livestock, other than 
poultry and dairy. 

Livestock ranches ___ _ 

GeneraL ___________ _ 

Miscellaneous _______ _ 

Milk and cream. The criterion of 50 per
cent of total sales was modified in classi
fying dairy farms. A farm having a 
value of sales of dairy products amount
ing to less than 50 percent of the total 
value of farm products sold was classi
fied as a dairy farm if-

(a) Milk and cream sold accounted 
for more than 30 percent of the 
total value of farm products sold, 
and 

(b) Milk cows represented 50 percent 
or more of total cows, and 

(c) The value of milk and cream sold 
plus the value of cattle and calves 
sold amounted to 50 percent or 
more of the total value of all 
farm products sold. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, goats, wool, 
and mohair, except for farms in the 17 
conterminous Western States, Louisiana, 
Florida, Alaska, and Hawaii that quali
fied as livestock ranches. 

Farms in the 17 conterminous Western 
States, Louisiana, Florida, Alaska, and 
Hawaii were classified as livestock 
ranches if the sales of livestock, wool, 
and mohair represented 50 percent or 
more of the total value of farm products 
sold, and if pastureland or grazing land 
amounted to 100 or more acres and was 
10 or more times the acreage of cropland 
harvested. 

Field seed crops, hay, silage, or sales from 
three or mare other sources and farms 
not meeting the criteria for any other 
type. That is, a farm was classified 
as "general" if the value of farm prod
ucts sold came from three or more 
sources and did not meet the criteria 
for any other type. 

Nursery and greenhouse products; forest 
products; horses, mules, colts, and 
ponies; and all institutional farms and 
Indian reservation farms. 

The above types were selected because they provide a classifi
cation or grouping of farms meaningful to large areas of the 
United States, as well as smaller areas of specialized production. 

Coffee and sugarcane farms were classified separately from 
"other-field-crop" farms in Hawaii because of the number and 
significance of these farms in the agriculture of that State. Coffee 
farms accounted for 19.5 percent of all commercial farms in Hawaii. 
Coffee and sugarcane farms together accounted for 43.0 percent of 
all commercial farms in that State. The acreage of sugarcane 
harvested represented over 60 percent of all cropland harvested, 
and the value of sales of sugarcane amounted to more than half 
of the value of all crops sold, including forest products, and 46 
percent of the value of all farm products sold for Hawaii. Pine
apple and sugarcane farms are included with other field-crop 
farms and coffee farms are included with fruit-and-nut farms for 
the data presented in this chapter. (For detailed data for pine
apple, sugarcane, and coffee farms in Hawaii, see volume I, part 
50, of the reports for the 1959 Census of Agriculture.) 

Cotton and tobacco farms were classified separately because 
these twp groups of farms constitute a relatively large proportion 
of all commercial farms. Tobacco farms amounted to 7.9 percent 
of all commercial farms for the United States and cotton farms 
equaled 10 percent of the total. For the South, cotton farms 
represented 24.8 percent and tobacco farms, 20.4 percent of all 
commercial farms. Other specialized crops, such as Irish potatoes, 
sugar beets, and sugarcane for the conterminous area of the 
United States, are included under the "other field-crop" type. 
However, these crops, to a great extent, may be identified from 
this type in areas where they are specialized crops. 

General farms were not separated, for 1959 as they were for the 
1954 and 1950 censuses, into groups in which the sales were 
principally from crops, principally from livestock, or from crops 
and livestock. A separate classification for livestock ranches was 
made for the 1959 census but not for the 1950 and 1954 censuses. 

The Use of Value of Farm Products Sold for Classifying Farms 
by Type.-The value of sales of farm products has been used for 
several censuses as a basis for making a classification of farms by 
type. It provides a common denominator for relating the im
portance of the enterprises on the farm. In general, it reflects 
the physical resources and productivity of the farm. However, 
the use of income data has some limitations in making a type 
classification of farms. These limitations relate to farms where 
crop failure curtailed production during a year, to farms where 
livestock or other inventories were expanding or contracting at 
a rate greater than the usual annual rate for the farm, and to 
farms on which a considerable part of the products sold is repre
sented by purchased items. (For example, a farm purchasing 
feeder cattle may be classified as a livestock farm even though 
the net income from crops may exceed the net income from live
stock.) 

Changes in prices of several farm products at different rates 
or an increase or decrease in prices for products or groups of 
products directly related to type of farm, may cause a farm to 
be classified differently from one census to another. This is 
especially true for farms on which more than one product or group 
of products supply important sources of sales. However, for 
farms on which one product provides a large part or the major 
part of the total sales, changes in prices will have little or no 
influence in classifying the farm by type. 

For I959, as in 1954 and 1950, the classification of farms by 
type was made on the basis of sales for a single year. The number 
and distribution of farms by type may have been influenced in 
areas affected by abnormal conditions of weather, disease, etc., 
and by shift in the relative prices of various farm products. 

In 1959, as il). 1954 and 1950, it was necessary to determine the 
approximate total value of farm products sold for each farm and 
the relationship of the income from the most important source 
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or sources to total sales to obtain the type of farm. These 
determinations were made for each farm during the office process
ing. (For a description of the procedures used in determining 
the total value of farm products sold, see Chapter XI: Economic 
Class of Farm.) 

Comparability of Type-of-Farm Classifications for the Various 
Censuses.-Farms have been classified by type for six censuses 
of agriculture, including the 1959 census. The first classification 
was made in 1930, with one for each of the five censuses from 1940 
to 1959. However, comparative data by type of farm for some 

items are not given in the reports for the 1959 Census of Agri
culture for prior censuses, because the classification for 1959 is 
not entirely comparable to those used in the earlier censuses. 
However, an analysis and explanation of the types, along with 
criteria used, and information upon which the classifications were 
based for prior censuses, are presented herewith to aid in making 
reference to comparative data. (See tables 1 and 2.) The 
significant differences in the classification of farms by type for 
the conterminous United States for the period 1930 to 1959 were 
as follows: 

Table 2.-CRITERIA USED FOR CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS BY TYPE: CENSUSES OF 1959, 1954, 1950, 1945, 1940, AND 1930 

Type of farm 1959 1954 1950 1945 1940 1930 

Cash-grain farms .. __ Combined sales of corn, Same as 1959 ____________ Combined sales of com, Included with field-crop Included with field-crop Combined value of corn, 
sorghums (except for sorghums (except for farms. farms. sorghums (except for 
sirup)fi small grain~ sirup), small grains sirup), and small 
dry eld and see and grain straw, dry grains available for sale 
beans and peas, soy- field and seed beans accounted for 40 per-
beans for beans, cow- and peas, soybeans, cent or more of the 
peas for peas account- cowpeas, and vel vet- total value of farm 
ed for 50 percent or beans accounted for 50 groducts sold and used 
more of total sales. percent or more of y operator's family. 

total sales. 

Tobacco farms ______ Sales of tobacco account- Included with ether Included with other Included with field-crop Included with field-crop Included with field-crop 
ed for 50 percent or field-crop farms. field-crop farms. farms. farms. farms. 
more of total sales. 

Cotton farms ________ Sales of cotton (lint and Same as 1959. Same as 1959. Included with field-crop Included with field-crop Value of cotton (lint and 
seed) accounted for 50 farms. farms. seed) accounted for 40 
percent or more of percent or more of the 
total sales. total value of farm 

groducts sold and used 
y operator's family. 

Other field-crop Combined sales of pea- Combined sales of pea- Combined sales of pea- Combined sales of all Combined sales of all Combined value of sweet 
farms. (Field- nuts, Irish potatoes, nuts, Irish potatoes, nuts, Irish potatoes, crops except vege- crops except vege- sorghums for sirup, 
crop farms 1945, sweetpotatoes, sugar- sweetpotatoes, tobac- sweetpotatoes, tobac· tables, berries, fruits, tables, berries, fruits, sugarcane, sugar beets, 
1940, and 1930). cane for sugar and for co, sugarcane for SN.gar co, sugarcane for sugar nuts, and horticultur- nuts, and horticultur- ma~le sirup and sugar, 

sirup, sweet sorghums and for sirup, sweet and for sirup, sweet a! special ties account- al specialties greater soy eans, cowpeas, vel-
for sirup, broomcorn, sorghums for sirup, sorghums for sirup, ed for 50 percent or than any one of the vetbeans, dry field 
popcorn, sugar beets broomcorn, popcorn, sugar beets for sugar, more of total sales. other seven groups of seed beans and peas, 
for sugar, mint, hops, sugar beets for sugar, and other miscellane- farm products sold or tobacco, hay, peanuts, 
and sugar beet seed ac- mint, bops, and sugar ous crops accounted the value of products Irish potatoes, sweet-
counted for 50 percent beet seed accounted for 50 percent or more of the farm used by ~otatoes, mushroom~ 
or more of total sales. for 50 percent or more of total sales. farm households. ops, broomcorn, an 

of total sales. other field crops avail-
able for sale accounted 
for 40 percent or more 
of the total value of 
farm groducts sold and 
used y operator's fam-
ily. 

Vegetable farms _____ Sales of vegetables ac- Same as 1959. Same as 1959. Same as 1959. Sales of vegetables Value of vegetables sold 
counted for 50 percent greater than any one of accounted for 40 per-
or more of total sales. the other seven grouy,s cent or more of the 

of farm products so d total value of farm 
or the value of prod- products sold and used 
ucts of farm used by by ogerator's family 
farm households. (calle "truck farms"). 

Fruit-and-nut farms. Combined sales of ber- Same as 1959. Same as 1959. Same as 1959. Sales or' berries, fruits, Value of berries, fruits, 
ries, and other small and nuts greater than and nuts available for 
friut8, grapes, tree any one of the other sale accounted for 40 
fruits, and nuts ac- seven groups of farm percent or more of the 
counted for 50 percent products sold or the total value of farm 
or more of total sales. value of products of groducts sold and used 

the farm used by farm y operator's family. 
households. 

Poultry farms. ______ Sales of chickens, chick- Same as 1959. Same as 1959. Sal~s of poultry and Sales of poultry and Value of poultry and 
en eggs, and all other poultry groducts (in- poultry groducts (in- poultry products avail-
poultry and poultry eluding aby chicks) eluding aby chicks) able for sale accounted 
products accounted accounted for 50 per- greater than any one for 40 percent or more 
for 50 percent or more eent or more of total of the other seven of the total value of 
of total sales. sales. groups of farm prod- far.m groducts sold and 

ucts sold or the value used y operator's fam-
of products of the farm ily. 
used by farm bouse-
holds. 

Dairy farms _________ Sales of milk and cream Same as 1!)59. Same as 1959. Sales of dairy products Sales of dairy products Value of dairy products 
accounted for 50 per· accounted for 50 per- greater than any one available for sale, to-
cent or more of total cent or more of total of the other seven gether with sales of 
sales. Also farms sales. groups of farm prod- dairy cattle and calves, 
with 30 percent or ucts sold or the value accounted for 40 per-
more of total sales from of products of the cent or more of the 
milk and cream; pro- farm used by farm total value of farm 
vided one-half of the households. groducts sold and used 
cows were milk cows y operator's family. 
and the addition of sales 
of cattle and calves 
to the sales of milk 
and cream accounted 
for 50 percent or more 
of total sales. 
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Table 2.-CRITERIA USED FOR CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS BY TYPE: CENSUSES OF 1959, 1954, 1950, 1945, 1940, AND 1930-Continued 

Type of farm 

Livestock farms 
other than 
poultry and 
dairy. 

Livestock ranches __ _ 

1959 

Sales of cattle, calves, 
hogs, sheep, goats, 
wool, and mohair ac
counted for 50 percent 
or more of total sales. 
Livestock ranches 
were classified sepa
rately In the 17 West
ern States, Florida, 
Louisiana, Hawaii, 
and Alaska. 

1954 

Sales of cattle, calves, 
hogs, sheep, goats, 
wool, and mohair ac
counted for 50 percent 
or more of total sales. 

1950 

Sales of livestock and 
livestock products 
(other than dairy prod
ucts, poultry and 
poultry products 
horses and mules sold 
alive, and bees and 
honey) accounted for 
50 percent or more of 
total sales. 

1945 

Sales or aU livestock and 
livestock products, 
other dairy products 
and poultry and 
poultry products ac
counted for 50 percent 
or more or total sales. 
(Horses, mules, fur 
animals, and bees In
cluded.) 

1940 

Sales or livestock other 
than poultry, bees, 
and fur animals 
greater than any one 
of the other seven 
groups of farm pro
aucts sold or the value 
of products of the farm 
used by farm house
holds. (Horses and 
mules Included.) 

1930 

Value of aJI classes of 
meat animals, such as 
beef cattle, sheep, and 
bogs; also wool, mo
hair, and slaughtered 
animals; accounted for 
40 percent or more of 
the total value of farm 
products sold and 
used b y operator's 
family. These were 
divided Into two 
groups: (a) Animal 
specialty, and (b) stock 
ranches, depending 
upon the ratio of crop 
acreage to pasture acre
age. Livestock dealers 
and feedlot farms were 
separated. (See below.) 

Sales of cattle, calves, Included with livestock Included with livestock Inciuded with livestock Included with livestock Value of beef cattle, 
hogs, sheep, goats, !!trms other than poul- farms other than poul- farms other than poul- farms other than poul- sheep, hogs, wool and 
wool, and mohair ac- try and dairy. try and dairy. try and dairy. try and dairy. mohair, and animals 
counted for 50 percent slaughtered accounted 
or more of total sales; for 40 percent or more 
provided the pasture- of the total value of 
land or grazing land products sold and used 
amounted to· 100 or by operator's family; 
more acres and was 10 provided the acreage 
or more times the In pasture was 5 times 
acreage of cropland the acreage In crops In 
harvested. (For the the Eastern States and 
17 Western States, 10 times the crop 
Florida, Louisiana, acreage In the Western 
Alaska, and Hawaii.) States. 

------------l-----~--------l·--------------l--------------1--------------l--------------l·--------------
rncluded with livestock Included with livestock Included with livestock Included with livestock Sales of wool, mohair, Included with animal Other livestock 

products farms. farms other than poul- farms other than poul- farms other than poul- farms other than poul- meat, hides, bees, specialty, stock ranch, 
try and dairy. try and dairy. try and dairy. try and dairy. honey, wax, and fur or unclassified farms. 

animals greater than 

General farms ______ _ Sales of field seed crops, 
hay, and silage ac
counted for 50 percent 
or more of total sales; 
or sales from 3 or more 
sources and none 
qualified for any other 
type. 

Primarily crop____ Included with general 
farms. 

Primarily livestock. Included with general 
farms 

Crop-and-livestock. Included with general 
farms. 

Miscellaneous farms. Included farms with 50 
percent or more of 
total sales from (a) 
sales of forest prod
ucts, or (b) sales of 
nursery and green
house products; or (c) 
sales of horses, mules, 
colts, and ponies. 

Same as 1959. Same as 1959. 

Less than 50 percent of Same as 1954. 
total sales from any 
one group of products 
sold; but sales of all 
crops accounted for 
70 percent or more of 
total sales. 

Less than 50 percent of Same as 1954. 
total sales from any 
one group of products 
sold; but sales of live-
stock and poultry and 
their products ac-
counted for 70 percent 
or more of total sales. 

Less than 50 percent of Same as 1954. 
total sales from any 
one group of products 
sold; sales of all crops 
amounted to at least 
30 percent of total 
sales, but less than 70 
percent of total sales. 

No single sales group ac
counted for as much 
as 50 percent of total 
sales. 

Not classified separately. 

Not classified separately. 

Not classified separately. 

Included farms_w_i-tb_5_0-I·-I-n-cl_u_d_e_d-far_m_s_w_l_tl_l_5_0_I Farms not classified sap-
percent or more of percent or more of arately, except "forest-
total sales from (a) total sales from (a) products farms" and 
sales of forest prod- sales of forest prod- . "horticultural-special-
ucts; or (b) sales of ucts; or (b) sales of ty farms." Informs-
nursery and green- nursery and ·green- tion for these two 
house products; or (c) bouse products; or (c) types was reported 
sales of horses, mules, sales of horses, mules, separately for the 1945 
colts, and ponies. colts, and ponies or census. 

(d) sales of fur ani-
mals; or (e) sales of 
bees, wax, and honey. 

any one of the other 
seven groups of farm 
products sold or the 
value of products of 
the farm used by farm 
households. 

No general farm type. 
The use of the largest 
single of eight sources 
of farm products sold 
or the value or prod
ucts of the farm 
used by farm bouse
hold left no farms for 
such a type. 

Farms not classified sep
arate.ly; the source of 
value or value-of
product group witll 
the largest value for 
all farm products 
determined the group
Ing of farms for this 
group. 

Value of products avail
able for sale from each 
of the sales groups less 
than 40 percent of the 
total value of farm 
products sold and used 
by operator's family. 

Not classified separately. 

Not classified separately. 

Not classified separately. 

This group was desig
nated as abnormal 
farms. These abnor
mal farms were sub
divided Into five sub
types: (a) institution 
or country estate, (b) 
part-time, (c) boarding 
and lodging, (d) forest 
products, and (e) horse 
farm, feedlot, or live
stock dealer. (Farms 
operated by a public 
or semi-public agency 
such as schools, etc., 
were classified as In
stitutional farms. 
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Table 2.-CRITERIA UsED FOR CLASSIFICATION OF FARMS BY TYPE: CENSUSES OF 1959, 1954, 1950, 1945, 1940, AND 1930-Con. 

Type of farm 1959 

Forest-products Included with miscel-
farms. laneous farms. 

Horticultural Included with mlscel-
specialty farms. laneous farms. 

Apiaries _____________ Apiaries 
a ted. 

not enumer-

Fur-animal farms ___ Fur animals not enu-
merated. 

Horse farms _________ Included with miscel-
laneous farms. 

Feedlot farms_______ Included with ltvestock 
farms other than poul
try and dairy. 

Livestock dealers.__ Dealer operations not 
enumerated. 

1954 

Included with miscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with mlscel-
laneous farms. 

Apiaries not enumer-
a ted. 

Fur animals not enu-
merated. 

Included with mlscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with ltvestock 
farms other than poul
try and dairy. 

Dealer operations not 
enumerated. 

1950 

Included with mlscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with mlscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with miscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with miscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with mlscel-
laneous farms. 

Included with ltvestock 
farms other than poul
try and dairy. 

Dealer operations not 
enumerated. 

1945 

Sales of forest products, 
Including maple siru~ 
and sugar, accoun te 
for 50 percent or more 
of total sales. 

Sales of nursery and 
greenhouse products 
accounted for 50 per-
cent or more of total 
sales. 

Included with llvestock 
farms other than poul-
try and dairy. 

Included with llvestock 
farms other than poul-
try and dairy. 

Included with llvestock 
farms other than poul-
try and dairy. 

Included with livestock 
farms other than poul
try and dairy. 

Dealer operations not 
enumerated. 

1940 

Sales of forest products, 
Including maple sirup 
and sugar, greater 
than sales of any one 
of the other sales 
groups or value of 
products of the farm 
used by farm house-
holds. 

Sales of horticultural 
sKeclal ties greater 
t an any one of the 
other sales grouru or 
value of farm pro ucts 
used by farm house-
holds. 

Included with other 
livestock products 
farms. 

Included with other 
livestock produMs 
farms. 

Included with llvestock 
farms other than paul-
try and dairy. 

Included with llvestock 
farms other than poul
try and dairy. Re
sale of animals pur
chased were Included 
only when Informa
tion on questionnaire 
Indicated sufficient 
pasture and feed for 
the ltvestock. 

Not classified separate
ly: Dealer operations 
not Included when 
Information on ques
tionnaire indicated 
that animals were 
purchased for imme
diate resale. 

1930 

Sales of forest products, 
excluding maple sirup 
and sugar, accounted 
for 50 percent or more 
of total value of farm 
products sold and used 
by operator's family. 

Included with unclassi
fied farms. 

Included with unclassi
fied farms. 

Fur animals not enu
merated. 

Value of horses and 
mules sold accounted 
for 50 percent or more 
of the total value of 
farm products sold and 
used by operator's 
family. 

Separated from animal 
specialty farms when 
Information indicated 
acreage In farm was 
small, with little or no 
crop production, and 
expenditures for feed 
were large. Value of 
beef cattle, sheep, and 
hogs sold accounted 
for 50 percent or more 
of the total value of all 
products of the farm. 

Separated from animal 
specialty farms when 
large numbers of ani
mals were reported 
under both purchases 
and sales, when there 
was llttle or no feed 
grown or purchased 
little or no pasture, and 
the operator reported 
an occupation other 
than farming. 

Unclassified farms___ Not classtfied separately_ Not classlfied separately_ Not classlfied separately_ Not classified separately- Not classified separately- Greenhouses, nurseries 
and apiaries; also farms 
not operated In 1929 
(but operated in 1930 
or where report of Infor
mation required for 
classtllcatlon was miss
ing or Incomplete). 

Table 3.-METHOD OF OBTAINING DATA ON VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SoLD: 1930 TO 1959 

1959 1954 1950 1945 1940 1930 

QUANTITY SOLD ENUMERATED-VALUE OF SALES CALCULATED USING STATIJ: AVERAGE PRICES 

1. Com for grain 1. Com for grain 1. Hay 17. Other fruits 
2. Sorghums for grain, 2. Sorghums for grai.D. and 2. Com and nuts 

hay and sirup hay 3. Wheat 18. Horses and 
3. Each small grain 3. Each small grain 4. Oats colts 

5. Barley 19. Mules and 4. Each hay crops, except 4. Each hay crop, except 
6. Irish ~ mule colts annual legume and annual legume and 

sorghum hay sorghum hay potatoes 20. Calves 
5. Firewood and fuel 5. All small fruits and ber- 7. Peanuts 21. Cattle ex-

wood rles 8. Sweet- eluding 
6. Pulpwood potatoes calves 
7. Fence posts 9. Apples 22. Sheep and 
8. Sawlogs and veneer 10. Peaches lambs 

11. Pears 23. Hogs and logs 12. Plums and pigs 9. Christmas trees 
13. oR~:: 

24. Chicken 10. Broilers eggs 11. Chickens other than 14. Figs 25. Chickens broilers 
12. Chicken eggs 15. Pecans 26. Hides and 
13. Hogs and pigs 16. Grape$ skins 
14. Sheep and lambs 
15. Goats and kids (8 

States only) 
16. All small fruits and 

berries 
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Table 3.-METHOD oF OBTAINING DATA oN VALUE oF FARM PRODUCTs SoLD: 1930 TO 1959-Continued 

1959 

1. Soybeans 
2. Cowpeas 
3. Peanuts 
4. Velvetbeans 
5. Dry field and seed 

beans and peas 
6. All field seed crops 

(alfalfa, clover, grass 
seeds, etc.) 

7. Irish potatoes 
8. Sweetpotatoes 
9. Tobacco 
0. Cotton 
1. Sugar beets for sugar 
2. Popcorn 

13. Broomcorn 
14. Sugarcane for sugar 
15. Sugarcane for sirup 
16. Mint for oil 
17. Hops 
18. 'Sweet corn for seed 
19. All orchard fruits, 

nuts, and grapes 
20. Maple sirup (10 States 

only) 
21. Mohair (8 States only) 
22. Wool (from lambs) 
23. Wool (from other 

sheep) 

1. Miscellaneous field 
crops for which a 
separate Inquiry did 
not appear on ques
tionnaire 

2. All vegetables har
vested for sale 

3. Nursery products 
4. Flowers and flowering 

plants 
5. Vegetables grown 

under glass, flower 
seeds, vegetable 
seeds, plants, bulbs, 
and mushrooms 

6. Standing timber 
7. Poles and piling, bark. 

bolts, and mine tim
bers 

8. Turkeys, ducks, geese, 
miscellaneous other 
poultry and their 
eggs 

9. Whole milk 
10. Cream 
11. Calves 
12. Cattle, excluding 

calves 
13. Horses, mules, colts 

and ponies 

1954 1950 1945 1940 1930 

QUANTITY SOLD ESTIMATED-VALUE OF SALES CALCULATED USING STATE AVERAGE PRICES 

1. Soybeans 
2. Cowpeas 
3. Peanuts 
4. Velvetbeans 
5. Dry field and seed beans 

and peas 
6. All field seed crops (al

falfa, clover, grass 
seeds, etc.) 

7. Irish potatoes 
8. Sweetpotatoes 
9. Tobacco 

10. Cotton 
11. Sugar beets for sugar 
12. Popcorn 
13. Broomcorn 
14. Sugarcane for sugar 
15. Sugarcane or sorghum 

for sirup 
16. All orchard fruits, nuts, 

and grapes 
17. Maple sirup and sugar 
18. Wool (sheep and Iambs) 
19. Mohair 

1. Miscellaneous field crops 
for which a separate 
inquiry did not appear 
on the questionnaire 

2. All vegetables harvested 
for sale 

3. Nursery products 
4. Flowers and flowering 

plants 
5. Vegetables grown under 

glass, flower seeds 
vegetable seeds and 
plants, bulbs, and 
mushrooms 

6. All forest products, ex
cept maple sirup and 
sugar 

7. Broilers 
8. Chickens other than 

broilers 
9. Chicken eggs 

10. Turkeys, ducks, geese, 
miscellaneous other 

ll. ~~'t!tgil~nd their eggs 
12. Cream 
13. Calves 
14. Cattle, excluding calves 
15. Horses, mules, colts. and 

pontes 
16. Hogs and pigs 
17. Sheep and lambs 

VALUE OF SALES ENUMERATED 

1. Corn and other corn 
products 

2. Sorghum, except for 
sirup 

3. Small grains and grain 
straw 

4. Hay crops, except 
annual legume and 
sorghum hay 

5. Soybeans, cowpeas, pea
nuts, velvetbeans, 
other dry field beans 
and peas, including 
mung beans 

6. All field seed crops 
(alfalfa1 clover, grass, 
and otner field seeds, 
etc.) 

7. Irish potatoes 
8. Sweetpotatoes 
9. Tobacco 

10. Cotton 
11. Sugar beets for sugar 
12. Popcorn 
13. Broomcorn 
14. Sugarcane for sugar 
15. Sugarcane or sorghum 

for sirup 
16. Mint for oil 
17. Hops 
18. Sugar beet seeds 
19. Fruits and nuts, in

cluding berries and 
other small fruits 

20. Maple strup and maple 
sugar 

21. All vegetables harvested 
for sale 

22. Nursery products 
23. Flowers and flowering 

plants 
24. Vegetables grown under 

glass, flower seeds, 
vegetable seeds1 
plants, bulbs, ana 
mushrooms 

25. All other crops 
26. Receipts for pasture or 

grazing pri vlleges 
27, Forest products 
28. Chickens (broilers and 

other chickens) 
29. Chicken eggs 
30. Turkeys, ducks, geese 

and their eggs 
31. Whole milk 
32. Cream 
33. Butt~rmllk, skim milk, 

and cheese 
34. Calves 
35. Cattle, excluding calYes 
36. Horses and mules 
37. Hogs and pigs 
38. Sheep and lambs 
39. Meat, hides, lard, nnd 

other products from 
animals butchered 

40. Goats and kids, goat 
milk, mohair, rabbits, 

41. v/';!l animals, and pelts 

42. Honey and wax 

1. All field crops other 
than vegetables1 
fruits, nuts, ana 
horticultural spe
ciality products 

2. Fruits, nuts, and 
borr!es 

3. Vegetables 
4. Horticultural speci

alities 
5. All forest products 
6. All poultry, eggs, 

baby chicks, poults, 
etc. 

7. All dairy products 
8. Livestock, wool, mo

hair, meat, etc., 
except poultry 

1. All crops other than 
fruits and nuts 
(Including small 
fruits and berries) 
and horticultural 
special ties and 
forest products 

2. Fruits and nuts in
cluding small 
fruits and berries 

3. Vegetables har
vested for sale 

4. Crops grown under 
glass 

5. Nursery products 
6. Flower and vegeta

ble seeds, bulbs, 
flowers. and plants 
grown in the open 

7. All forest products 
including maple 
sirup and sugar 

8. All poultry1 eggs, 
baby cnicks, 
poults, etc. 

9. Dairy products 
10. All livestock except 

poultry, bees, and 
fur animals 

11. Wool, mohair, meat, 
hides, etc., bees, 
honey, wax, ana 
fur animals and 
pelts 

1. Wool 
2. Mohair 
3. Honey 
4. Geese 
5. Turkeys 
6. Ducks 
7. Sorghums 
8. Small grains (other than wheat 

oats, and barley) 
9. Cotton 

10. Sorghum for sirup 
11. Sugarcane 
12. Suear beets 
13. Maple sugar and sirup 
14. Soybeans 
15. Cowpeas 
16. Velvetbeans 
17. Field and seed beans and peas 
18. Tobacco 
19. Other field crops not already 

listed 
20. All small fruits and berries 

1. Grain crops, cotton, tobacco, 
bay, vegetables, fruits, plants, 
flowers, and all other crops 

2. Livestock sold or traded 
3. Milk, cream, butter, butter fat, 

meat, poultry, eggs, honey, 
wool, mohair, and other live
stock products sold 

4. Value of forest products 
5. Milk 
6. Cream 
7. Butter 
8. Each vegetable and total vegeta

bles 
9. Trees, plants, vines, etc. In 

~e~:.~ g~u,~r and vegetable 
10. Flowers, plants and vegetables 

under glass, and flowers grown 
in the open 
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Table 3.-METHOD OF OBTAINING DATA ON VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS RoLD: 1930 TO 1959-Continued 

1959 1954 1950 1945 1940 1930 

VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS USED BY FARM HOUSEHOLDS 

No Inquiry. No Inquiry. No Inquiry. 

Censuses of 1959, 1954, and 1950.-The data by type of farm 
for 1959, 1954, and 1950 for farms with a value of farm prod
ucts sold of less than $2,500 are not comparable because of 
differences in the classification. For 1959, farms with sales of 
$50 to $2,499 were not published by type, when (a) the operator 
worked off the farm 100 or more days, (b) the value of income from 
sources other than the farm operated exceeded the value of agri
cultural products sold, or (c) the farm operator was 65 years old 
and over. For the 1954 and 1950 censuses, all farms with sales 
of $1,200 to $2,499 were classified by type of farm. There were 
approximately 763,000 and 901,000 such farms in 1954 and 1950, 
respectively. 

Data by type of farm for farms with $2,509 or more value of 
products sold are comparable for the 19'59, 1954, and 1950 censuses. 
In order to indicate the kind and extent of cha:nges during the last 
decade, 1950-59, selected data by type of farm are presented in 
this chapter for the three censuses. Data for commercial farms 
with a value of farm products sold of less than $2,500 are presented 
only for 1959 in order to indicate the relative importance and 
the characteristics of such farms. Separate data for tobacco 
farms and for livestock ranches are not available for 1954 and 
1950. In order to present comparative data for the three cen
suses, 1959 figures for tobacco farms are included with other 
field-crop farms, and the 1959 figures for livestock ranches are 
included with livestock farms, other than poultry and dairy 
farms. However, separate data for tobacco farms and livestock 
ranches are presented for 1959 in this chapter. The tables and the 
data relating to changes, 1950 to 1959, by type of farm are for the 
conterminous United States, as comparable data for the three 
censuses are. not available for Alaska and Hawaii. 

1945 and 1950 to 1959.-The classification of farms by type 
for 1945 differed significantly from the classification for other 
year(!. In 1945, all farms on which the value of farm products 
used by farm households exceeded the value of farm products 
sold were not classified by type of farm. These farms (referred 
to as subsistence farms) totaled 1,289,206. 

1940 and 1950 to 1959.-The classification by type of farm 
used for 1940 differed significantly from the classification used 
for other censuses. The value of nine groups of farm products 
sold and the value of farm products used by the farm operator 
and members of his family were obtained separately and farms 
were classified by type on the basis of the group of farm products 
having the largest value. The value of a group of farm products 
sold determining type of farm could have represented as low as 
12 percent 'Of the total value of all farm products sold. 

1930 and 1950 to 1959.-The basis of the classification of farms 
by type for 1930 differed significantly from the classification used 
for subsequent censuses. In 1930·, the value of farm products 
used by the farm operator and members of his family was added 
to the value of all farm products sold to provide a total as a 
basis for determining type of farm. Farms with sales from a 
single specified product or group of products equal to 40 percent 
or more of the total value of farm products sold and used by 

Value of products of 1. Value of products of Value or products of the farm that 
the farm used and to the farm that were were used by the operator's family 
be used by all house- used by the oper-
holds on the farm ator's family 

2. Value of vegetables 
used by the oper-
ator's family and 
all households on 
the farm 

farm operators' families were classified as the type of farm indi
cated by the source. 

For Hawaii, farms were classified by type for the 1940, 1950, 
and 1959 censuses. In 1940, farms were classified by type on the 
same basis as in the conterminous United States, except that the 
number of types totaled 17 as compared with 9 types in the 
conterminous United States. In 1959, 12 types were reported 
for this State. General farms, which comprised three type 
groups in 1950, have been consolidated into one type in 1959, 
and two additional types, "other field-crop farms" and "livestock 
ranches" were included in 1959. A list of these types and the 
basis of classification follow: 

Type of farm Basis of classification by type 

Sugarcane ___ _ 

Pineapple ___ _ 
Coffee ______ _ 

Other field-
crop. 

Vegetable ___ _ 

Fruit-and
nut. 

Poultry _____ _ 

Dairy _______ _ 

Livestock 
farms, other 
than dairy 
and 
poultry. 

[Value of sales of farm products from one source or group of sources 
accounted for 60 percent or more of total value of sales for all farm 
products] 

1959 
Sugarcane __________ _ 

Pineapples __________ _ 
Coffee ______________ -

Potatoes (Irish and 
sweet), rice, taro, 
peanuts, lotus roots, 
etc. 

Vegetables __________ _ 

Tree fruits and nuts __ 

Chickens, chicken 
eggs, other poultry, 
and other poultry 
products. 

Milk and cream. Also 
farms with more 
than 30 percent but 
less than 50 percent 
of total sales from 
milk and cream 
were classified as 
dairy farms pro
vided milk cows rep
resented one-half 
or more of total 
cows and the value 
of milk and cream 
sold plus the value 
of cattle and calves 
sold amounted to 50 
percent or more of 
total sales. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, 
sheep, goats, wool, 
and mohair (except 
for farms 
that qualified as 
livestock ranches). 

1950 

Sugarcane. 
Pineapples. 
Coffee. 
"Not classified 

separately." 

Vegetables. 
Tree fruits and nuts. 

Chickens, chicken eggs, 
other poultry, and 
other poultry 
products. 

Milk and cream. Also 
farms with 30 per
cent or more but less 
than 50 percent of 
total sales from milk 
and cream were 
classified as dairy 
farms provided milk 
cows represented 
one-half or more of 
total cows and the 
value of milk and 
cream so1d plus the 
value of cattle and 
calves sold 
amounted to 50 per
cent or more of 
total sales. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, 
sheep, goats, wool, 
mohair, goat milk, 
and products of 
animals slaughtered 
on the farm. 
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Type of farm 

Livestock 
ranches. 

General _____ _ 

Miscellaneous_ 

Basis of classification by type 

[Value of stllt~ of farm products from one source or group of sources 
accounted for 60 percent or more of total value of sale~ for all farm 
products] 

1959 
Cattle, calves, hogs, 

sheep, goats, wool, 
and mohair provided 
pasture or grazing 
land amounted to 
100 acres or more 
and was 10 or more 
times the acreage 
of cropland 
harvested; 

Field seed crops, for
age crops (hay, si
lage), or cash income 
from three or more 
sources and not 
meeting the criteria 
for any other type. 

Nursery and green
house products; 
or forest 
products; or horses, 
colts, and ponies. 
Institutional or 
abnormal farms were 
included in this 
group. The types 
were not reported 
separately. 

1950 
"Not classified 

separately." 

Value of sales from 
one source or group 
of sources did not 
amount to as much 
as 50 percent of the 
total value of sales. 
Separate figures 
were given for three 
kinds of general 
farms: (a) primarily 
crops; (ll) primarily 
livestock; and (c) 
crops and livestock. 
(See table 2 for an 
explanation of these 
three kinds.) 

Designated as "miscel
laneous and unclassi
fied farms." These 
included commerical 
farms with 50 percent 
or more of total sales 
from nursery and 
greenhouse products; 
or forest products; or 
horses and ponies; or 
domestic rabbits; or 
bees and honey. 
Part-time, residential 
and abnormal farms 
were included as "un
classified." The types 
were not reported 
separately. 

For 1940, the farms in Hawaii were classified into 17 groups by 
major source of income on the basis of 9 value-of products groups. 
The value of products or income included value of products sold 
or traded and used by farm households. These groups were as 
follows: 

Value-of -product group 

I. Field crop~------------

II. Other crops __________ _ 

III. Horticultural specialty 
crops. 

IV. Fruits and nuts and 
coffee. 

V. Hogs _______________ _ 

VI. Beef cattle __________ _ 

VII. Dairy products _______ _ 

VIII. Poultry and poultry 
products. 

M odor-source-of-income group 

1. Rice farms. 
2. Taro farms. 
3. Sugarcane farms. 
4. Other field-crop farms. 

(These included cotton, 
Irish potatoes, peanuts, 
and corn.) 

5. Vegetable farms-value of all 
vegetables sold. 

6. Horticultural specialty 
farms-value of nursery 
and greenhouse products. 

7. Pineapple farms. 
8. Papaya farms. 
9. Banana farms. 

10. Coffee farms. 
11. Other fruit-and-nut farms. 

(These included · citrus 
fruits, avocados, macada
mia nuts, etc.) 

12. Hog farms. 
13. Beef cattle farms. 
14. Dairy products farms-value 

of all dairy products. 
15. Poultry farms-value of all 

poultry and poultry prod
ucts. 

Value-of-products group 

IX. Other livestock and 
livestock products. 

Major-source-of -income group 

16. Other livestock farms-value 
of sheep and lambs, goats, 
wool, bees, and honey. 

17. Farms where the value of 
products used by farm 
households was the largest 
source of income. 

In Alaska, farms were classified by type for the censuses of 1959 
and 1950. The farms were grouped into 10 types for 1959 and 11 
type groups for 1950. A comparison of these types and the basis 
on which the classification was made follows: 

Type of farm 

Cash-grain __ _ 

Other 
crop. 

field-

Potato _______ 

Potato-and-
vegetable. 

Vegetable ____ 

Fruit-and-nut_ 

Poultry ______ 

Dairy _______ 

Livestock 
farms, other 
than poultry 
and dairy. 

Livestock 
ranches. 

Basis for classification by type 

[Value of sales of farm products from one source or a group of 
sources amou"tino to 60 percent or more of the total value of all 
farm products soltl] 

1959 1950 
Corn, sorghums (except 

for sirup), small 
grains, soybeans for 
beans, cowpeas for 
peas, and other dry 
field and seed beans 
and peas. 

Potatoes (Irish and 
sweet) and 
popcorn. 

"Not classified 
separately." 

"Not classified 
separately.'' 

Vegetables. 
Berries, other small 

fruits, tree fruits 
and nuts, and grapes. 

Chickens, chicken eggs, 
other poultry, and 
poultry products. 

Milk and cream. Also 
farms with more 
than 30 percent but 
less than 50 percent 
of total sales from 
milk and cream were 
classified as dairy 
farms provided milk 
cows represented 
one-half or more of 
total cows and the 
value of milk and 
cream sold plus the 
value of cattle and 
calves sold amounted 
to 50 percent or 
more of total sales. 

Cattle, calves, hogs, 
sheep, goats, wool, 
and mohair (excep~ 
for farms 
that qualified as 
livestock ranches). 

Cattle, calves, hogs, 
sheep, goats, wool, 
and mohair provided 
pasture or gr'azing 
land amounted to 
100 or more acres 
and 10 or more· 
times the acreage 
of cropland har
vested. 

"Not classified 
separately." 

"Not classified 
separately." 

Potatoes. 

Potatoes and vegetables. 

Vegetables. 
"Not classified 

separately." 

Chickens, chicken eggs, 
other poultry, and 
poultry products. 

Milk and cream. Also 
farms with 30 per-
cent or more but less 
than 50 percent of 
total sales from milk 
and cream were clas-
sified as dairy farms 
provided milk cows 
represented one-half 
or more of total 
cows and the value 
of milk and cream 
sold plus the value 
of cattle and calves 
sold amounted to 50 
percent or more of 
total sales. 

''Not classified 
separately." 

"Not classified 
separately." 
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Type of farm Basis for classification by type 

[Value of saws nffarm produ.cts from one source or a group of sou1ces 
amounting to 50 percent or more of the total t'alue of all farm pro
ducts sold] 

Livestock, 
other than 
dairy, hog, 
sheep, fur, 
and poultry. 

Hog ________ _ 

Sheep ______ _ 

1!!59 
"Not classified 

separately.'' 

"Not classified 
separately." 

"Not classified 
separately-'' 

Fur_________ "Not enumerated." 

GeneraL_____ Field seed crops, hay, 
and silage; also 
farms with cash 
income from three 
or more sources and 
not qualifying for 
any other type. 

Miscellaneous.. Nursery and green
house products; or 
forest products; or 
horses, colts, and 
ponies. Institu
tional or abnormal 
farms were included 
in this group. The 
types were not 
reported separately. 

1950 
Cattle, calves, goats, 

mohair, goat milk, 
and products from 
animals slaughtered 
on the farms. 

Hogs and pigs. 

Sheep and lambs. 

Foxes, mink, and other 
fur-bearing animals 
kept in captivity. 

Value of products from 
one source or group 
of sources not 
amounting to 50 per
cent of total sales. 

Designated as "Miscel
laneous and unclassi
fied farms." These 
included commercial 
farms with 50 percent 
or more of total sales 
from sales of nursery 
and greenhouse prod
ucts; or sales of 
forest products; or 
sales of horses, colts, 
and ponies. Part-
. time, residential, and 
abnormal or institu
tional farms were 
included as "unclas
sified faFms." The 
groups were not 
reported separately. 

Type of Farm and Farm Product Specialization, 1959.-The 
separation of commercial farms by type provides detailed data 
for each of the groups of producers of the principal farm products. 
Commercial farms accounted for more than 96 percent of all 
farm products sold in 1959. 

Farm products sold 

Percent of 
total of all 

farms repre-
sented by 
totals for 

comme!'cial 
farms 

All farm products ______________________ ,___________________________ 96.2 

Cash-grain crops: 
Corn ............................................................................................. _ .. _ .. __ 96. 7 
Wheat ................. --------------------------------------------------- 97. o 
Soybeans .. ----------------------------------------............................. 97. 1 
Rir.e ......... ---------------------------------.------------------------- 99. 6 

Tobacco._--------------------------- __ -------------------------------- 91. 1 
Cotton _____________________ ----------------------- •.... : .... ----------- 96. 2 
Field crops othor than major cash-grains, tobacco, cotton, vegetables, 

fruits, and nuts.----------------------------------------------------- 97.2 
Vegetables .•••. -------------------------------------------------------- 97. 0 

Fruits and nuts .. ------------------------------------------------------ 96.4 
Poultry products._.------ _____ ---------------------------------------- 96. 8 
Dairy products. _______ -------- ____ ------------------------------------ 97. 4 
Cattle and cnlves. _ ---------------------------------------------------- 95.8 
Hogs and pigs·--------------------------------------------------------- 94.7 

Sheep and lambs_______________________________________________________ 93.5 
Livestock products other than poultry and dairY----------------------- 9S. 4 
Forest products _________________ --------------- ____ ... ----------------- 86. 6 
Horticultural specialty crops___________________________________________ 98.2 
Horses, mules, and ponies---------------------------------------------- 86.1 

The farms in each type-of-farm group have a fairly high degree 
of specialization . 

Table 4.-PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD FROM SELECTED SouRcEs, BY TYPE OF CoMMERCIAL FARM 

Livestock 
Other farms 

Cash- Tobacco Cotton field- Vege- Fruit- Poultry Dairy other than Live- General Miscel-
Farm products sold grain farms farms crop table and-nut farms farms poultry, stock farms laneous 

farms farms farms farms dairy, and ranches farms 
livestock 
ranches 

-------
Cash-grain crops: 

0.2 Com .. ________________________________ 22.2 3. 5 1.4 1.5 0.9 0.2 0.9 2.2 4. 0 (Z) 8.0 
Wheat._:.---------------------------- 25.3 0.8 1.4 2.9 0.8 0.1 0.4 1.6 3.6 1.0 5.1 0.1 
Soybeans ..... ___________ --- ___ . _______ 11.9 0.6 4.8 o. 5 0.4 (Z) o.3· o. 7 2.1 (Z) 4.1 0.1 
Rice .. --------------------------------- 5.1 ------------ 0.3 (Z) 0.1 (Z) (Z) (Z) (Z) 0.1 0.2 (Z) 

Tobacco. ________ ... _____________ • __________ 0.1 76.7 0.2 0.3 0.1 (Z) 0. 3 0. 7 o. 5 (Z) 4.3 0.4 
Cotton .. __________________________________ 1.5 4.2 75.0 2.1 1.8 0.8 0. 5 0.5 0. 7 0. 5 8.3 0.3 
Field crops other than major cash-grains 

tobacco, cotton, vegetables, fruits, and 
1.0 22.5 o. 5 nuts .. ___ ... ______________________________ 14.5 1.9 9. 3 82.8 7. 5 1.2 o. 7 1.9 2. 7 

Vegetables. ____ -------------- _____________ 0.4 0.3 1.1 3.1 81.7 1.3 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.1 3.4 0.6 
Fruits and nuts _____ .. _____________________ 0.2 0.1 0.4 0. 5 2.8 93.3 o. 5 0.2 0.2 0.4 1.6 0. 7 
Poultry products __________________________ 1.3 0.6 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 91.0 2.2 1.9 0.3 5.6 0.2 
Dairy products _______ .. -- ___ . ___ . _________ 2.0 2.0 0.4 1.0 0.4 0.3 1.2 72.6 2.5 0.3 9.5 0.3 
Cattle and calves __________________________ 9.6 4.3 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.4 2.4 11.9 59.8 81.9 14.6 1.8 
Hogs and pigs _____________________________ 4.9 3. 9 1.2 1.1 0.3 0.2 1.2 4.4 19.4 1.1 10.1 o. 4 
Sheep and lambs __________________________ 0.5 0.3 0.1 0.3 (Z) 0.1 0.1 0.2 1.7 8.0 0.9 0. 1 
Livestock products other than poultry 

16.6 81.4 95.9 25.9 5.2 and dairy _____ ---------------------1---- 15.2 8.6 5.4 4.6 2.4 1.7 3. 8 
Forest products, horticultural specialty 91.3 crops ____________________________________ 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.3 0.9 0.6 0.3 0. 5 0.2 0.4 1.4 
Horses, mules, and ponies _________________ (Z) 0.1 (Z) (Z) (Z) (Z) (Z) 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 2.9 

Z Less than 0.05 percent. 
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The farms in each type produce a large part of the farm 
products or of the group of farm products for which sales were 
used as a basis for determining the type. For example, fruit
and-nut farms accounted for 91 percent of the value of fruits and 
nuts sold from commercial farms, poultry farms for 80 percent of 
the poultry and poultry products sold from commercial farms, 

and cotton farms for 82 percent of the cotton sold from commer
cial farms. 

The data by type of farm provide the basis for the analysis of 
the organization, resources used, income, and characteristics of the 
operator for farms on which each of the principal farm products 
is produced. 

DOMINANT TYPES OF FARMING, BASED ON NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL FARMS, 1959 

Mca.ahgrain 
Tobacco 
Cotton 

§I Other field crop 

l!m!l Vegetable 

tiliii!!l Fruit-and-nut 

-Poultry 

Eilllairy 
IBZJ Livestock (other 

than dairy and 
poultry) 

- Miocellanoous and 
unclassified 

C) General and mix~, 
cr non oormnerct&.I 

TOTAL COMMERCIAL FARMS 
2,416,017 
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Table 5.-PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF CoMMERCIAL FARMS BY TENURE OF OPERATOR FOR EACH TYPE OF FARM, BY VALUE OF FARM 

PRODUCTS SoLD, FOR TEiE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 1959 

Value of farm products sold All com-
mercia! 
farms 

FULL OWNERS 

All commercial farms __ --------- _________ 45.3 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more ________________________ 

43.4 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 54.2 $5,000 to $9,999 ___________________ 44.5 $10,000 or more ___________________ 
34.2 Under $2,500 .. _. _______________ . _____ 56.5 

PART OWNERS AND MANAGERS 

All co=ercial farms-------------------- 29.9 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more ________________________ 

32.3 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 23.1 $5,000 to $9,999 ___________________ 31.0 $10,000 or more ___________________ 40.6 Under $2,500 .. ________ . _______ - _ ---- _ 15.7 

ALL TENANTS 

All commercial farms._------------------ 24.8 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more ________________________ 24.2 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 22.8 $5,000 to $9,999 ... ________________ 24.5 

$10,000 or more ___________________ 25.2 
Under $2,500 _____ -------------------- 27.8 

CASH TENANTS 

All commercial farms ____________________ 2.8 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more ________________________ 2. 7 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 2.4 $5,000 to $9,999 ___________________ 2.6 $10,000 or more ___________________ 3.0 
Under $2,500------------------------- 3.2 

SHARE-CASH TEN ANTS 

AU commercial farms ____________________ 5. 3 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more __ --------------------- 5.9 $2,500 to $4.999 ___________________ 3.0 

$5,000 to $9,999 ___________________ 6.4 
$10,000 or more ___________________ 7.8 

Under $2,500 ___ .. ______ -------- .. ____ 1.3 

CROP-SHARE TENANTS 
All co=ercial farms ____________________ 7.2 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more _____________ . ______ .. __ 7. 0 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 7.4 

$5,000 to $9,999 __________________ 7.3 
$10,000 or more ___________________ 6. 5 

Under $2,500 _____ .... __________ ------ 8.2 

LIVESTOCK-SHARE TENANTS 
All commercial farms ____________________ 3.5 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more ________________________ 3.9 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 1.6 $5,000 to $9,999 ___________________ 3. 7 $10,000 or more ___________________ . 6.0 
Under $2,500 __________ --------- _____ . 0. 6 

CROPPERS 
All commercial farms ____________________ 4.1 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more _______________________ 3. 0 $2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 6.4 

$5,000 to $9,999 ______ . __ . _________ 2.8 
$10,000 or more ___________________ 0.5 Under $2,500. ________________________ . 10.8 

OTHER AND UNSPECIFIED 
TENANTS 

AU commercial farms ____________________ 2.0 
Farms with value of farm products sold 

of-
$2,500 or more ________________________ 1.7 

$2,500 to $4,999 ___________________ 2.1 
$5,000 to $9,999 ___________________ I. 7 
$10,000 or more ___________________ 1.5 U'nder $2,500 ___________________ •. __ . _ 3.8 

Z Less than 0.05 percent. 

[Data are based on reports for only a sample of farms] 

Percent of farm operators by tenure by type of farm 

Other 
field-crop 

Cash-grain Cotton farms Vegetable Fruit-and- Poultry Dairy 
farms farms other than farms nut farms farms farms 

cash-grain 
and cotton 

30.3 23.2 35.2 45.1 76.8. 79.4 55.2 

27.8 21.4 29.6 41.1 75.9 79.0 53.6 
46.6 22.9 33.5 58.7 87.6 85.5 68.9 
29.0 22.5 24.5 46.1 82.5 82.5 56.9 
15.3 18.7 28.4 29.7 67.2 75.5 41.0 
57.9 26.6 50.1 61.3 85.9 83.5 75.7 

37.8 24.3 25.9 37.8 18.5 14.4 30.9 

39.6 30.5 28.3 42.4 19.5 15.2 32.0 
27.1 19.1 23.6 29.9 8.5 8.5 21.9 
37.4 30.2 26.6 38.6 13.4 11.8 29.6 
48.9 45.0 43.1 50.6 27.6 18.7 40.8 
19.0 12.5 19.5 19.4 8.1 6.3 15.9 

31.9 52.5 38.9 17.1 4. 7 6. 2 13.9 

32.6 48.1 42.1 16.5 4.6 5.8 14.3 
26.2 58.1 42.8 11.4 3.9 6. 0 9.2 
33.6 47.2 48.9 15.3 4.0 5. 7 13.5 
35.8 36.3 23.5 19.7 5. 2 5. 8 18.2 
23.0 60.9 30.4 19.3 6.1 10.2 8.4 

1.6 3.8 1.5 8. 7 1.2 1.6 3. 9 

1.5 2. 6 1.6 9.2 1.2 1.6 4.1 
2.I 2. 5 1.3 5.5 0.9 1.7 2.8 
1.6 2.4 2.5 8.3 1.3 1.8 3. 7 
1.1 2. 7 2.4 11.4 1.2 1.5 3. 5 
2.1 6.1 1.2 6. 7 1.5 2.0 2.0 

12.I 2.8 1.6 1.1 0.3 0.4 2.1 

I2. 9 3.6 2.0 1.2 0.4 0.4 2.2 
7.3 2. 4 1.3 0. 6 0.1 0. 4 1. 3 

I3. 9 4.0 2.4 0. 7 0.3 0.2 2.1 
I5. 6 4. 7 3.1 1.7 0.5 0.4 2.8 
3.0 1.3 0. 7 0. 9 0.1 0.6 1.1 

13.1 20.5 14.7 2. 9 1.9 0.8 1.4 

13.3 21.8 16.7 3.0 1.9 0.8 1.4 
I2.8 19.8 I5. 3 2.3 1.3 0.8 1.2 
13.4 23.3 20.7 2.8 1.4 0.8 1.4 
13.5 23.3 13.6 3. 5 2. 5 0.8 1. 6 
11.1 17.9 9.4 2. 7 1.1 0.8 1.6 

2. 9 0.8 2.0 0.2 0.1 0. 5 4.6 

3.1 1.0 2. 5 0. 3 0.1 0.6 4.9 
1.6 0.6 1.6 0.1 0.1 0. 3 2.1 
2. 9 1.0 3.1 0.4 0.1 0.3 4.6 
4. 1 1. 4 3.6 0.3 0.1 0. 7 6. 9 
0.8 0.3 0. 7 ------------ ------------ 0.2 1.1 

0.4 20.9 16.5 1.2 0.2 0.5 0.3 

0.2 16.1 16.9 0. 6 0.1 0.5 0.2 
0.3 29.4 20.6 1.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 
0.2 13.6 18.9 1.0 0.2 0.6 0.2 
0.2 1.4 4.1 0.1 (Z) 0. 5 0.2 
2.6 30.0 15.4 3. 7 0.4 0.4 0. 5 

1.7 3. 8 2. 6 2.8 1.1 2. 3 I. 6 

1.6 3.0 2.4 2.2 0.9 1.9 1.6 
2.2 3.2 2. 7 1. 6 1.3 2.4 1.6 
1. 6 3.0 2.4 2.I 0. 7 1.9 I. 5 
1.2 2.8 1.8 2.6 0.9 1.8 1.6 
3.4 5. 3 2.9 5.3 3.0 6.2 2.1 

Livestock 
farms 

other than General 
poultry farms 

and dairy 

50.2 42.4 

46.8 39.5 
64.0 54.3 
49.5 36.9 
32.3 26.9 
73.3 62.9 

30.7 33.8 

33.0 35.7 
24.5 26.4 
31.8 35.8 
40.2 45.5 
15.0 19.8 

19.1 23.9 

20.2 24.8 
11.5 I9. 3 
18.7 27.3 
27.6 27.6 
11.7 17.3 

3.0 2.6 

3.1 2.4 
2.8 2.3 
3.0 2. 5 
3.3 2. 5 
2. 7 3.5 

6.1 7.8 

6.9 8.6 
2. 9 4.6 
6. 7 10.6 
9.9 10.6 
1.0 2.3 

2.3 6.2 

2. 3 6. 3 
1.7 5. 9 
2. 5 6.2 
2. 7 6.9 
2.3 5.1 

5.4 3. 7 

6.1 4.1 
1.9 2.2 
4.8 4.3 

10.2 6.0 
0. 7 1.0 

0.4 2.0 

0.3 1.8 
0.4 2. 7 
0. 3 2.2 
0.1 0. 5 
1.0 3.2 

1.8 1.5 

1.5 1.4 
1.7 1.7 
1.5 1. 4 
1.3 1.2 
4.0 2.1 

Mlscel-
laneous 
farms 

79.1 

78. 1 
83.5 
81.4 
72.8 
84.3 

15.8 

16. 9 
11.9 
13.3 
22.1 
10.6 

5. 0 

5.0 
4. 
5. 

6 
3 

5.1 
5.1 

2. 

2. 
2. 
2. 
3. 
2. 

0. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

6 
3 
2 
0 
4 

2 

2 
2 
2 
2 

0.1 

0. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

0. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

-----------

0. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

1. 

1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
2. 

4 
4 
8 
3 
5 

2 
1 
3 
2 

2 

2 
2 
3 
2 
1 

4 
4 
5 
3 
1 
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Farms by Type, 1959.-The distribution of farms by type in 
1959 was as follows: 

Type of farm 

Cash-grain_---------------------------------------------
Tobacco _____ --------------------------------------------Cotton ______________ ----- ______________________________ _ 

Other field-crop __ ---------------------------------------
Vegetable _____ ------------------------------------------Fruit-and-nut __________________________________________ _ 

Po':Jltry _- __ ---------------------------------------------

B~!ltock -oilier-£Iia11 P"aiii try- ru1c1-d.airy- all<i-ii-vest-ock-
ranches- __ --- -----------------------------------------

Livestock ranches __ ----- ______ --------------------------
GeneraL-----------------------------------------------
Miscellaneous __ ---------_-------------------------------

Number of 
farms 

398,047 
190,067 
241,849 
38,332 
21,912 
61,419 

103, 279 
428,293 

616,902 
67,159 

211, 613 
37,155 

Percent 
distribution 

(100.0) 

16.5 
7. 9 

10.0 
1.6 
0. 9 
2. 5 
4. 3 

17.7 

25.5 
2.8 
8.8 
1.5 

DISTRIBUTION OF FARMS AND VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD, 
FOR COMMERCIAL FARMS, BY TYPE OF FARM, FOR THE UNITED 
STATES: 1959 

Perce>1t 

- Percent of farms 

~ Percent of value of farm products sold 

There were great differences among types of farms in impor
tance, geographic distribution, farm organization, and use of 
resources in 1959. 

Cash-Grain Farms.-Out of the 2.4 million commercial farms, 
almost one-sixth were cash-grain farms. The greatest concen
tration of cash-grain farms was in the Corn Belt where corn and 
soybeans are the principal cash-grain crops sold. In the Dakotas, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Montana, Washington, and 
Oregon wheat is the principal cash-grain crop and the cash-grain 
farms there were mostly wheat farms. Cash-grain farms in 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana, California, and on the Gulf 
coast of Texas were rice farms. In some scattered areas, grain 
sorghums, dry field beans and peas, and small grains, other than 
wheat and rice, were the principal source of income of cash-grain 
farms, but such farms comprised a relatively small part of the 
cash-grain farms. Cash-grain farms were principally wheat 
farms, corn and soybean farms, or rice farms. By using data 
for cash-grain farms for selected areas, the importance and 
characteristics of commercial wheat, corn and soybean, and rice 
farms can be obtained. 

Cash-grain farms accounted for 67 percent of the value of 
wheat sold, 93 percent of the value of rice sold, 56 percent of the 
value of soybeans sold, and 59 percent of the value of corn sold 
in 1959. The sales of these four crops comprised 65 percent of 
all farm products sold from cash-grain farms. 

Cash-grain farms contained almost one-third of the cropland 
on commercial farms in the United States. They had 33 percent 
of the acreage of land from which crops were harvested and 71 
percent of the land in cultivated summer fallow in 1959. They 
accounted for almost one-third of all the farms having 100 or more 
acres of cropland harvested and more than three-fourths of the 
cash-grain farms had 100 acres or more of cropland harvested. 
The 36,000 cash-grain farms with 500 acres or more of cropland 
harvested are largely wheat farms. 

Cash-grain farms were highly mechanized. Ninety-three 
percent had tractors, other than garden, 71 percent had grain 
combines, 47 percent had corn pickers, and 75 percent had motor
trucks in 1959. However, the degree of mechanization was 
much greater for the farms with $10,000 or more value of farm 
products sold than for farms with less than $10,000 value of farm 
products sold. 

Item 

Tractors (other than garden) ____________________________ _ 
Grain combines __ ---------------------------------------Corn pickers ________ --------- __________________________ _ 
Motortrucks ______________________ ----- ________________ _ 

Percent of farms having 
item for farm with a value 
of farm products sold of-

Less than 
$10,000 

91.2 
62.4 
43.5 
67.4 

$10,000 or 
more 

Q7. 4 
85.6 
53.7 
88.7 
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PERCENT OF FARMS FOR EACH TYPE OF FARM REPORTING SPECIFIED EQUIPMENT AND FACILITY, AND HORSES 

AND/OR MULES, FOR THE UNITED STATES AND REGIONS: 1959 

Type of farm 

Cash-grain 

Tobacco 

Cotton 

Other field-crop 

Vegetable 

Fruit-and-nut 

Poultry 

Dairy 

Livestock farms other than 
dairy and poultry 
and livestock ranches 

Livestock ranches 

General 

Miscellaneous 

UNITED STATES NORTH SOUTH WEST 
Percent of commercial farms Percent of commercial farms Percent of commercial farms Percent of commercial farms 

~ Tractors other ~!!!!!!!!!!~ Motortrucks 
. than garden - Horses and /or mules liiliiiD Home freezers 



Type of farm 

Cash-grain 

Tobacco 

Cotton 

Other Held-crop 

Vegetable 

Fruit-and-nut 

Poultry 

Dairy 

Llvestoc~ fanns other 
than dairy and poultry 
and livestock ranches 

Livestock ranches 

General 

~tiscellaneous 

Type of farm 

Cash-grain 

Tobacco 

Cotton 

Other field-crop 

Vegetable 

Fruit-and-nut 

Poultry 

Livestock ranches 

General 

Miscellaneous 

TYPE OF FARM 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL FARMS FOR EACH ECONOMIC CLASS BY TYPE OF FARM 

FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959 

CLASS I CLASS H CLASS Ill 

Percent Percent Percent 

1259 

0 jiiiiiil10~-----,~~----~30r------~l 'oiiiiiil10jliiii-~~----~30~----~~l.ioiiiiiii10iiiiiiii20r-----~3f0~--~~, 

CLASS IV CLASS V CLASS VI 
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ECONOMIC 

CLASS 

Class I 

Class II 

Class Ill 

Class IV 

Class V 

Class VI 

Class I 

Class II 

Class Ill 

Class IV 

Class V 

Class VI 

Class I 

Class II 

Class Ill 

Class IV 

Class V 

Class VI 

Class I 

Class II 

Class Ill 

Class IV 

Class V 

Class VI 

0 

~ 

GENERAL REPORT 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL FARMS IN EACH TYPE OF FARM BY ECONOMIC CLASS OF 

FARM FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959 
CASH-GRAIN FARMS TOBACCO FARMS COTTON FARMS 

Percent Percent Percent 
10 20 30 40 0 10 20 30 40 0 10 20 

~ 
! 

30 

OTHER FIELD-CROP FARMS VEGETABLE FARMS FRUIT-AND-NUT FARMS 

l 

40 

LIVESTOCK FARMS OTHER THAN DAIRY AND 

I 

POULTRY FARMS DAIRY FARMS 
POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK RANCHES 

~I 

LIVESTOCK RANCHES GENERAL FARMS MISCELLANEOUS FARMS 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL FARMS FOR EACH TYPE OF FARM BY TENURE 

OF OPERATOR FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959 

CASH-GRAIN FARMS 
Percent 

TOBACCO FARMS 
Percent 

COTTON FARMS 
Percent 

0 20 40 60 80 

Fullowners -~IJI 
Part owners 

All tenants 

60 80 0 60 80 

I I 

20 

[ 
OTHER FIELD-CROP FARMS 

Fullowners EiE[IJ Part owners 

All tenants 

POULTRY FARMS 

Full owners e: I Part owners 

All tenants 

LIVESTOCK RANCHES 

F,ull owners I I I I Part owners 

All tenants 

VEGETAB~E FARMS 

DAIRY FARMS 

GENERAL FARMS 

FRUIT-AND-NUT fARMS, 

El 
LIVESTOCK FARMS OTHER THAN DAIRY AND 

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK RANCHES 

I I I 
MISCELLANEOUS FARMS 

~ITJIEI 
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CASH-GRAIN FARMS 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 

398,047 

There were significant differences among farms in the various 
economic classes in the ratio of equipment to area on which used. 

Item 
All 

cash-

Average acres by economic class 

grain Class Class Class Class Class Class 
com- I II III IV V VI 
mer-
cia! 

farms 
----~-----1------------
Cropland per tractor (other than 

garden) __ -------------------acres __ 
Cropland harvested (minus acres 

In hay and corn) per grain combine _______________ acres __ 
Acres of corn for grain per corn picker __________________ acres __ 
Acres of land from which hay was cut 

per pick-up haler ____________ acres __ 

160 345 226 165 132 102 

216 503 328 222 169 130 

105 247 171 120 87 68 

75 100 72 71 76 78 

87 

115 

74 

87 

Cash-grain farms had about a third of the total acreage ferti
lized on commercial farms, more than one-fifth of the acreage of 
corn fertilized, and about three-fifths of the acreage of wheat and 
soybeans fertilized. The proportion of the acreage of cropland 
harvested (minus the land in hay crops) fertilized and the amount 
of fertilizer used per acre fertilized varied by economic class of 
farm. 

Percent of 
cropland 

harvested 
Economic class of farm (minus land 

from which 
hay was 
cut) ferti-

lized 

TotaL ____________ ------- 38.7 Class!_ _____________________ 50.1 Class IL ____________________ 42.8 Class IIL ___________________ 38.9 
Class IV-------------------- 33.5 Class V _____________________ 32.6 
Class VL __ ----------------- 29.0 

1 DOT-100 FARMS 

MAP NO. A59·2A7 
··-"' U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

Average amount of fertilizer applied per 
acre fertilized 

(pounds) 

All crops 
except hay 
and crop-

laud 
Wheat Corn Soybeans 

pasture 
--------

182.3 121.7 229.5 190.0 
190.5 83.4 282.7 175.8 
184.8 115.4 247.2 188.9 
176.5 126.1 219.6 193.1 
172.1 129.6 213.5 191.0 
197.9 159.2 229.5 192.6 
242.3 182.9 265.4 246.1 

About two-fifths of all the farm products sold from cash-grain 
farms came from the 47,000 farms with a value of farm product~ 
sold of $20,000 or more. These farms with $20,000 or more 
sales were large farms with an average size of 1,190 acres and 
with an average acreage of total cropland of 888. The average 
value of farm products sold per farm was $36,079. All of these 
farms used hired labor and/or machine hire and the average 
expenditure per farm for hired labor and machine hire was $3,511. 
The average expenditure for gasoline and other petroleum fuel 
and oil for the farm business was $2,080. 
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Almost one-third of the cash-grain farms had a value of farm 
products sold of less than $5,000. About three-fourths of these 
farms' contained less than 220 acres and more than 90 percent 
had less than 200 acres of cropland harvested. More than one
fifth of the operators of these farms reported that the family 
income from sources other than the farm operated exceeded the 

value of farm products sold. Over two-fifths of the operators 
worked off their farms, over one-third of the operators had 
income from sources other than the farm operated and off-farm 
work, and almost one-fifth reported other members of the family 
working off the farm in 1959. 

TOBACCO FARMS 

TOTAL 
190,057 

oO 

Tobacco Farms.-Tobacco farms comprised 8 percent of the 
2.4 million commercial farms in 1959. Nearly all of the tobacco 
farms are in the South. Five States-North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee-had more than 
90 percent of the tobacco farms. Tobacco farms accounted for 
more than three-fourths of the value of tobacco sold from all 
commercial farms in 1959. Tobacco farms had about 2 percent 
of the cropland in commercial farms. Tobacco accounted for 
less than one-fifth of the acreage of crops harvested on tobacco 
farms. Corn and hay crop_s comprised more than three-fifths 
of the acreage of all crops harvested. 

Tobacco farms were relatively small. More than two-thirds 
contained less than 100 acres and more than two-fifths contained 
less than 50 acres. About 88 percent had less than 50 acres of 
cropland harvested. More than two-fifths were operated by 
tenants, renting mostly for a share of the crop. About one-fifth 
of the tobacco farms were operated by nonwhite operators. 
Tobacco farms operated by nonwhite operators represented 
one-fourth of all commercial farms operated by nonwhite .op
erators. The labor on tobacco farms was furnished largely by 
the farm operator and members of his family. An expenditure 
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of $2,500 or more for hired labor was reported for approximately 
2 percent of the tobacco farms, and an expenditure of less than 
$500 for almost half of the farms. Operators of tobacco farms 
depended primarily ' upon their farm operations for the main 
source of income for their families. For more than 90 percent 
of the farm operators, the income from the sale of agricultural 
products exceeded the income of the farm operator and his 
family from sources other than the farm operated. 

Tobacco farms were highly specialized. The sale of tobacco 
provided for 77 percent of the value of all farm products sold. 
There were approximately 2,100 tobacco farms with a value of 
farm products sold of $20,000 or more. These were largely farms 
on which shade-grown and cigar types of tobacco~ were grown. 
Although these farms accounted for only 1 percent of all tobacco 
farms, they accounted for almost one-eleventh of the value of all 
tobacco sold. 

More than two-thirds of the tobacco farms had a value of farm 
products sold of less than $5,000. The average value of farm 
products sold per farm for these farms was less than $3,000. 
More than a fourth of these farms were operated by tenants. 
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COTTON FARMS 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 

241,849 

Cotton Farms.-One out of every 10 commercial farms in 1959 
was classified as a cotton farm. Only cash-grain; dairy; and 
livestock farms, other than dairy and poultry farms, exceeded 
the number of cotton farms. Cotton farms were located almost 
entirely in the South and in irrigated areas of the West. The 
greatest concentration was in the Mississippi Delta. Operators 
of cotton farms accounted for 61 percent of the farm operators 
growing cotton in 1959 and 82 percent of all cotton harvested. 
Cotton farms had less than 8 percent of the total cropland on com
mercial farms. Many of the cotton farms were small. Two-fifths 
contained less th~n 50 acres and almost three-fifths contained less 
than 100 acres. Approximately three-fifths had less than 50 
acres of cropland harvested and only one-fourth had 100 or more 
acres of cropland harvested. 

More than one out of five acres of cropland harvested on cotton 
farms was irrigated, and one-fifth of all irrigated cropland har
vested was on cotton farms. However, more than 85 percent 
of the irrigated cropland on cotton farms was on the 29,000 cotton 
farms with a value of farm products sold of $20,000 or more. 
The same 29,000 farms produced almost two-thirds of all cotton 
sold in 1959. 

The sale of cotton accounted for 80 percent oi all crops sold, 
and for 75 percent of all farm products sold from cotton farms. 
More than half of the cotton farms were tenant-operated and 
almost four-fifths of the tenants operated their farms under a 
crop-share arrangement. More than 36 percent of the cotton 
farms were operated by nonwhite operators, and morE' than one
half of all commercial farms operated by nonwhite operators 
were cotton farms. 
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The characteristics of the cotton farms with large (farms with 
sales of $20,000 or more), medium (farms with sales of $5,000 to 
$19,999), and small (farms with sales of less than $5,000) scale 
operations WE're quite different. 

Cotton farms with 
sales of-

All 
Item cotton 

farms $20,000 $5,000 Less 
or to than 

more $19,999 $5,000 
---------

Average acres of cropland harvested per farm ______ 104.3 462.9 117.9 29.1 
Percent of farms operated by tenants _______________ 52.5 32.4 44.8 59.6 
Average value of sll farm products sold per farm ___________________________ dollars __ 10, 150 53, 105 9,039 2, 277 
Average sale of cotton per farm __ -· ________ dollars __ 7,608 39,008 6, 711 1,888 
Percent of farms with tractors (other than garden) __ 57.9 97.1 85.7 38.7 
Average number of tractors (other than garden) per farm _____________________________________________ 1. 2 4.1 1.5 0. 5 
Average acres of cropland harvested per tractor 

(other than garden) ______________________________ 89.0 114.2 77.0 62.7 
Average acres of irrigated cropland harvested per farm _____________________________________________ 22.0 159.0 10.2 0.4 
Percent distribution of irrigated cropland harvested_ 100.0 87.1 11.9 1.0 
Average expenditure per farm for-

Machine hire _________ ------------ _______ dollars __ 863 4, 965 933 199 
Hired labor----- ________________ ------- __ dollars-- 1,396 8,520 1,088 141 
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the 

farm business _________ -------------- ___ dollars __ 565 2, 919 552 114 
Percent of farms reporting expenditures of-

$1,000 or more for machine hire _________________ 19.7 92.6 30.0 1.3 
$500 or more for hired labor_------------------- 32.4 95.0 57.5 9. 7 
$1,000 or more for hired labor ___________________ 22. i 89.8 40.5 2. 3 
$2,500 or more for hired labor------------------- 12.0 70.9 13.1 0.1 

Percent of. farms reporting use of commercial fer-
tilizer-------------------------------------------- 84.8 77.7 72.2 91.4 

Pounds of fertilizer used per acre fertilized __________ 307 268 321 370 
Pounds of fertilizer used per acre of cotton fertilized_ 335 294 343 426 
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OTHER FIELD-CROP FARMS 

TOTAL 
38,332 

... .. 

Other Field-Crop Farms.-Other field-crop farms comprised 
only 1.5 percent of all commercial farms in 1959 and accounted for 
less than 2 percent of the acreage of cropland harvested. Other 
field-crop farms represented different kinds of farms in the various 
areas. In most areas, it is possible to identify other field-crop 
farms with a specific crop. In Maine, New York, New Jersey, 
North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, and California they are 
principally potato farms; in North Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, 
Alabama, and Texas they are primarily peanut farms; and in 
Louisiana and Hawaii they are sugarcane farms. 

The acreage and quantity harvested of the major crops for 
other field-crop farms were as follows: 

Item 

Cropland harvested ____________________ farms reporting __ 
acres __ 

Irish potatoes __________________________ farms reporting __ 
acres harvested __ 

bushels __ 
Sugarcane harvested for sugar __________ farms reporting __ 

acres __ 
tons of sugarcane __ 

Corn for all purposes ___________________ farms reporting __ 
·acres __ 

Land from which hay was cut ____________________ acres __ 

Total 

38,296 
4, 935,029 

16,800 
821,317 

269, 066, 485 
2,359 

385,263 
16,045,874 

19,654 
585,831 
402,011 

Percent of 
total for all 
commercial 

farms 

1.7 
1.7 
4.0 

69.3 
72.7 
87.8 
98.4 
99.2 
1.2 
0.8 
0. 7 
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The characteristics of the ·different kinds of specialized farms 
included in other field-crop farms have a significant effect on the 
totals for the farms in the various economic classes. Other field
crop farms include 4,011 farms with sales of farm products of 
$40,000 or more. These 4,011 farms accounted for almost three
fifths of the value of all farm products sold. Approximately 

2,800 of these farms were large-scale potato farms (average pro

duction of potatoes per farm reporting of 55,000 bushels). These 

4,011 farms accounted for more than half the fertilizer used and 

approximately three-fourths of the regular hired workers and cash 

expenditures for hired labor on all other field-crop farms. The 

average amount of fertilizer used per farm was 145 tons and the 

average expendture for hired labor per farm was $29,500. 
Almost one-third of other field-crop farms had a value of 

farm products sold of less than $5,000. These 12;500 farms 

accounted for less than 4 percent of the total value of farm prod

ucts sold from other field-crop farms. They were predominantly 

peanut farms and almost 40 percent were tenant-operated. The 

average value of farm products sold per farm was $2,416, the 

avernge tons of fertilizer used per farm was 5.4, and the expenditure 

for hired labor per farm was $162. 
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VEGETABLE FARMS 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 
21,912 

Vegetable Farms.-Vegetable farms comprised less than 1 per
cent of all commercial farms and contained less than 1 percent of 
the total cropland in commercial farms. However, vegetable 
farms accounted for more than 2 percent of the value of all farm 
products sold, for 72 percent of the value of all vegetables sold in 
1959, and about 45 percent of the total acreage of vegetables 
harvested for sale in 1959. 

Vegetable farms were highly specialized. The sale of vegetables 
accounted for 82 percent of the value of all farm products sold, and 
the acreage of vegetables harvested for sale was equivalent to more 
than two-thirds of the acreage from whicli crops were harvested. 
Fertilizer was used on 92 percent of the farms and the acreage 
fertilized was equivalent to 87 percent of the acreage from which 
crops were harvested. The average amount of fertilizer used per 
acre fertilized was 7 49 pounds. 

Vegetable farms are widely scattered. The greatest concentra
tions are in California, Florida, New J0rsey, New York, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin. Production of vegeta.bles was concentrated on a 
relatively small number of large-scale highly specialized farms. 
The 5,260 vegetable farms with a value of farm products sold of 
$20,000 or more, accounted for over 80 percent of the value of 
all vegetables sold on vegetable farms and for 61 percent of the 
value of all vegetables harvested for sale in the United States. 
Almost half of the land used for crops was irrigated and the 
average acreage of irrigated land per farm was about 150 acres. 
The average value of farm products sold from these farms ex
ceeded $100,000, and the average expenditure for hired labor was 
more than $32,000 per farm. 

Fruit-and-Nut Farms-Fruit-and-nut farms represented 2.5 
percent of all commercial farms; had 1.2 percent of the total 
cropland; 77.6 percent of the land in small fruits, fruit orchards, 
groves, vineyards, and planted nut trees; 4.5 percent of the value 
of all farm products sold; and 91.1 percent of all fruits and nuts 
sold in 1959. Fruit-and-nut farms were highly· concentrated in 
a few localities. More than two-thirds of these farms are in 
four States-California, Florida, Michigan, and Washington. 
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The kinds of fruits and nuts grown in the various localities 
differ greatly. In western New York, apples and grapes were 
the principal crops; grapes were the principal fruit crop around 
Lake Erie. Apples, cherries, peaches, grapes, and berries were 
the principal fruits in Michigan. In Washington and northern 
California, there was a large variety of fruits grown separately 
and in combination-apples, pears, plums and prunes, cherries, 
grapes, walnuts, strawberries, and raspberries. In southern 
California, citrus fruits principally oranges and lemons; olives; 
grapes; walnuts; almonds; peaches; and apricots were grown 
separately and in combination. Oranges and grapefruit were 
the predominant fruits in Florida and the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas. In Georgia and South Carolina, peaches were the prin
cipal fruit grown. Apples were the important fruit crop along 
the Appalachian Mountains and parts of Arkansas and Missouri. 
Strawberries represent an important fruit crop in Arkansas, 
Louisiana. and along the Atlantic coast. 

Fruit-and-nut farms were highly specialized. The sales of 
fruits and nuts account for 93 percent of all farm products sold 
on fruit-and-nut farms. The acreage in land in small fruits, 
fruit orchards, groves, vineyards, and planted nut trees was 
equivalent to 80 percent of the acreage of cropland harvested 
on these farms. 

Approximately 15,000 large-scale and highly specialized fruit 
farms accounted for more than 65 percent of the value of all 
fruits and nuts sold on commercial farms. These large special
ized farms with a value of farm products sold of $20,000 or more 
had an average acreage of land in fruit orchards, groves, vine
yards, and planted nut trees of more than 100 acres. The average 
value of all farm products sold on these farms was $62,780, and 
the average value of fruits and nuts sold was $58,706. They 
had an average of 2.8 tractors, -other than garden, per farm; an 
average expenditure for machine hire and hired labor of $17,854; 
and used an average of 47 tons of commercial fertilizer per farm. 
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FRUIT-AND-NUT FARMS 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 
61,419 

More than half of the fruit-and-nut farms had a value of farm 
products sold of less than $10,000. The average acres of crop
land harvested per farm was 22 and the area in fruit orchards, 
groves, vineyards, and planted nut trees averaged 15 acres per 
farm. The operators of almost half of these fruit farms with 
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small operations worked off their .farms. The income of the farm 
operator and members of his family from sources other than the 
farm operated exceeded the value of farm products sold on a 
third of these farms. 

POULTRY FARMS 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 

103,279 

NUMBER, 1959 

.··. 1 DOT-100 FARMS 

, MAP NO. A59-2A13 
_ __,. , U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 



TYPE OF FARM 1267 

Poultry Farms.-Poultry farms comprised 103,000 of the 2.4 
million commercial farms. They had one-half the chickens 4 
months old and over on hand. These farms accounted for 60 per
cent of the chicken eggs and 92 percent of the chickens including 
broilers sold and 80 percent of the value of poultry and poultry 
products solcl from all commercial farms. More than three-fourths 
of the poultry farms were located east of the Mississippi River. 
The greatest concentration of poultry farms was in the broiler-pro
ducing areas in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Delaware, 
and Maryland. Nine out of every ten poultry farms were owner
operated. 

The 11,000 poultry farms with sales of farm products with a 
value of $40,000 or more were distinctly different from the poultry 
farms with a smaller value of farm products sold. The average 
value of farm products sold per farm of these large-scale poultry 
farms was $81,000 as compared with $12,000 of all other com
mercial poultry farms. These 11,000 farms accounted for 45 
percent of all farm products sold by poultry farms and 37 percent 
of all poultry and poultry products sold from all commercial 
farms. The expenditures for feed on these farms were equivalent 

to 44 percent of the feed expenditures of all poultry farms and 12 
percent of the feed expenditures for all commercial farms. The 
average per farm of the various items of expenditureH were-

Item Dollars 
.Feed _________________________ ·--__________________ 49, 204 
Purchase of livestock and poultry __________________ -_ 11, 028 
Hired labor________________________________________ .'), 170 

Poultry farms included also many farms with relatively small 
operations. There were r.bout 49,000 poultry farms with a value 
of farm products sold of less than $10,000. These farms comprised 
47 percent of all poultry farms but accounted for only 12 percent 
of all farm products sold and 11 percent of all poultry and poultry 
products sold from all poultry farms. Almost half the operators 
of these small-scale poultry farms were 55 years old or over. 
Almost half of the operators worked off their farms and almost a 
third worked off their farms 100 days or more. The operator 
and members of his family on two out of five of these farms 
obtained more income from sources off the farm operated than 
from the sale of agricultural products. 

DAIRY FARMS 

UNITED STATES 
TOTAL 

428,293 

Dairy Farms.-Dairy farms represented the second largest 
group of specialized farms in 1959. They contained 9 percent 
of all land in commercial farms, 13 percent of cropland harvested, 
and accounted for 16 percent of all farm products sold and 86 
percent of all dairy products sold from all commercial farms in 
1959. Although dairy farms comprised only 18 percent of all 
c<;>mmercial farms, they had 19 percent of all regular hired workers 
in 1959. Dairy farms were most heavily concentrated in the 
New England States, New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wis
consin, Minnesota, and along the Pacific coast. There were 
also concentrations of dairy farms around urban centers. In 
the eastern part of the country, in Ohio, northern Indiana, Illinois, 
and southeastern Wisconsin, and along the Pacific coast and 
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around urban centers, dairy farms principally were those pro
ducing milk for sale as fluid milk, while in other parts of the country 
dairy farms were primarily those producing milk for processing 
into butter, cheese, and other dairy products. 

There were large differences in the size of operations of dairy 
farms. There were 8,500 large-scale dairy farms with a Yalue 
of farm products sold of $40,000 or more. These farms accounted 
for 17 percent of all dairy products sold on dairy farms and 15 
percent of dairy products sold from all commercial farms. About 
60 percent of these farms had 100 or more milk cows. The 
expenditures for feed for these farms represented over one-fifth 
of the expenditures for feed for all dairy farms and one-twentieth 
for the feed expenditures for all commercial farms. On the other 
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hand, there were 30,000 dairy farms with sales of farm products 
of -less than $2,500. Over 98 percent of these farms had less 
than 20 milk cows. They accounted for less than 1 percent of 
the dairy products sold from all commercial dairy farms. 

The data in table 6 indicate many significant differences in the 
use of resources and characteristics among dairy farms of various 
sizes of operation. 

Table. 6-SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS oF DAIRY FARMS BY EcoNOMic CLASS oF FARM: 1959 

Item 

Ave~:/r~ ~!~~~- ______ ------------- ___________ ---------- __________________________ acres __ 

~~~E!~~~J~~egiiiidii:iis_-_-_-_-_ ~--~ ~--~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~<i~Y~::: 
Value of all farm products sold _________________________________________________ dollars __ 
Value of dairy products sold ___ ---------- __ ---------- __________________________ dollars __ 
Value of cattle and calves sold _______________ ----------------------------------dollars __ 
Expenditures for-

Feed for livestock and poultry _____________________________________________ dollars __ 
Purchase of livestock and poultry __________________________________________ dollars __ 
Hired labor ________________________________________________________________ dollars __ 
Machine hire ______________________________________________________________ dollars __ 
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business ____________ dollars __ 

Percent of farms with-
Any cropland harvested ______ ------- _______ -------------------------------------- _____ _ 
100 acres or more of cropland harvested_-----------------------------------------------
Expenditures for feed of$1.000 or more-------------------------------------------------
Expenditures for feed of $5,000 or more--------------------------------------------------Expenditures for hired labor of $1,000 or more __________________________________________ _ 
Expenditures for hired labor of $5,000 or more __________________________________________ _ 
1 or more regular hired workers---------------------------------------------------------2 or more regular hired workers ________________________________________________________ _ 
20 or more milk cows-------------------------------------------------------------------
30 or more milk cows-------------------------------------------------------------------
60 or more milk cows-------------------------------------------------------------------Milking machines _____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Electric milk coolers--------------------------------------------------------------------Motortrucks ___________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Farm operator working off the farm----------------------------------------------------Farm operator working off the farm 100 or more days __________________________________ _ 
Members of the farm operator's family working off the farm ___________________________ _ 
Income of farm operator from sources other than the farm operated exceeding value of 

farm products sold-------------------------------------------------------------------
Farm operator 55 or more years of age_-------------------------------------------------

Average per milk cow: Dairy products sold ____________________________________________________________ dollars __ 
Milk sold---------------------------------------------------------------------Pounds __ 
Cattle and calves sold _____ ------------------------------------------------ ____ dollars __ Expenditures for feed __________________________________________________________ dollars __ 
Expenditures for hired labor __________ ------- ___ ------------- __ --------------- _dollars __ 

Z Less than 0.05 percent. 

Livestock Farms (Other Than Dairy and Poultry Farms and 
Livestock Ranches) .-Livestock farms represented the largest 
group of commercial farms, accounting for 26 percent of all com
mercial farms in 1959. They contained 24 percent of land in 
farms and 29 percent of cropland harvested, accounted for 27 
percent of all farm products sold, and 64 percent of all livestock 
and livestock products (except dairy and poultry products) sold 
from all commercial farms in 1959. Marketings from these farms 
represented 53 percent of all cattle and calves, 68 percent of all 
hogs and pigs, and 43 percent of all sheep and lambs sold from all 
commercial farms. While sales of all farm products averaged 
more than $13,000 per farm, only 11 percent of the f11rms had 
regular hired workers. 

The center of livestock farms was in the Corn Belt of the 
Middle West. The heaviest concentration occurred in Ohio, 
Indiana, illinois, Iowa, northern Missouri, northeastern Kansas 
and Nebraska, southeastern South Dakota, and southwestern 
Minnesota. More than 80 percent of the income of livestock 
farms was from the sale of cattle, hogs, and sheep. Generally, 
hogs are r~ised on the farms from which marketed, but cattle and 
sheep are obtained as feeders largely from livestock'ranches and 
grazing areas of the West. Corn and hay were the important· 
crops. However, considerable quantities of feed were purchased
the expenditures for feed on livestock farms accounted for one
third of the feed expenditures on all commercial farms. 

There were 29,000 livestock farms with a value of farm products 
of $40,000 or more. These 29,000 farms accounted for a significant 
part of farm production not only on livestock farms but also on 
all farms. The value of all farm products sold from these 29,000 
farms ':Vas equivalent to 9.3 percent of the value of farm products 

Economic class of dairy farms 

All dairy Class I Class II Class III Class IV Class V Class VI farms 

208.2 639.5 360.0 241.1 182.1 148.8 116.5 
86.5 196.1 156.2 111.8 78.6 53.1 30.9 

31,291 169,499 70,705 40,094 23,935 15.607 9, 716 
10,796 83.036 26,292 13,792 7,349 3,805 1,603 
7,835 67,433 19, 501 9,877 5,111 2,533 989 
1,286 8,898 2,892 1, 523 946 617 316 

2, 572 27,898 6,164 2,998 1, 558 848 404 
636 7,125 1,630 706 358 229 123 
761 12,601 2,~ 748 250 99 29 
166 662 193 151 116 59 
528 2,010 1,062 669 450 288 149 

95.9 78.4 95.9 97.6 97.6 95.3 88.5 
31.4 61.3 69.7 53.8 24.9 8. 5 3.3 
60.1 99.7 95.4 84.7 60.3 31.9 8.3 
11.6 89.5 54.7 17.9 2.6 0.2 (Z) 
16.9 93.4 67.7 25.8 7.5 1.9 0.4 
3.1 71.5 17.1 1.3 0.2 (Z) 

17.8 88.0 60.3 26.3 10.4 4.0 ---------o:5 
5.6 72.5 26.7 5. 7 1.4 0.5 0.1 

54.2 98.3 97.5 89.7 53.2 12.7 0.8 
26.7 97.5 91.1 51.9 11.0 1.4 0.1 
7.6 93.4 49.2 6.9 0.4 0.1 

88.3 97.5 98.0 97.9 94.8 79.6 --------36:6 
68.1 94.9 94.8 88.4 68.5 48.1 18.7 
69.5 93.7 91.2 81.6 68.3 56.0 42.3 
30.5 16.0 20.9 23.8 31.7 41.7 28.5 
12.8 8.4 6.4 7.2 13.4 24.8 ------------20.2 12.1 15.7 18.5 22.1 21.4 14.2 

8. 7 3.9 3.3 3.5 7.6 21.5 ------·-----30.3 28.9 25.4 22.0 28.5 39.1 48.3 

305 465 376 317 249 189 128 
7,530 9,098 8,457 7,968 6,903 5,682 4,268 

50 61 56 49 46 46 41 
100 193 119 96 76 63 52 
30 87 51 24 12 7 4 

sold from all farms and 33.9 percent of all farm products sold from 
all livestock farms. These 29,000 farms included a considerable 
number of feedlots and the sales from such farms overstate the 
relative importance of these farms as producing units. 

The data in table 7 indicate the use of major resources and the 
characteristics of livestock farms with different sizes of operation. 

Livestock Ranches.-The classification "livestock ranches" was 
used only in the 17 Western States, Florida, Hawaii, and Alaska. 
Livestock operations of this type represent those farms or ranches 
on which the chief emphasis is placed upon the production of live-. 
stock by grazing. The classification was not used in the remain
ing 29 States as livestock farms consist almost entirely of farms 
on which livestock products are produced primarily by the feeding 
of crops produced on the farm or by the feeding of purchased feed. 

Livestock ranches comprised Jess than 3 perqent of all commer
cial farms. They contained 32 percent of the land in commercial 
farms, 1.6 percent of the cropland harvested, they .lfad 55 percent 
of all land used for pasture and grazing, 16 percent of all the 
cattle and calves, 41 percent of the sheep and lambs, and 85 per
cent of the goats and kids. They accounted for 4.8 percent of the 
value of all farm products sold from commercial farms, 16 percent 
of the number of cattle and calves sold, and 38 percent of the 
number of sheep and Jambs sold in 1959. Livestock ranches are 
located mainly in grazing areas of the western half of the United 
States. Areas of concentration include the Edwards Plateau of 
Texas, the Flint Hills of Kansas, the Sand Hills of Nebraska, 
western South Dakota, western North Dakota, Montana, Wyo
ming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, and Florida.. 
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Table 7.-SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF LIVESTOCK FARMS BY EcoNOMIC CLASS OF FARM: 1959 

Item 

Average per farm: 
Land in farms-------------------------------------------------------------------acres __ Cropland harvested •... ___ ....... __ .. ____ . ______________ • ______ ._. _______________ acres._ 
Pastureland _____________________________________________________________________ acres __ 
Value of land and bu!ldings _____ ---------------------·----------------- ________ dollars __ Cattle and calves. ___________________________________________________________ .number __ 
Hogs and pigs __ ------------------------------------------------------ ________ number __ Litters farrowed _____________________________________________________________ .number __ 

Sheep and lambs-------------------------------------------------------------number .. 
Cattle and calves sold. __ --------- ____________ ----------------------- _________ number .. 

dollars __ 
Hogs and pigs sold ____________________ -------------------------- ______________ number .. 

dollars .. 
Sheep and lambs sold ______________ ------------------- ________________________ number_. 

dollars .. 
Value of all farm products sold. ________________________________________________ dollars .. 
Value of all livestock and livestock products, 

except poultry and dairy products sold-'--------------------------------------dollars. _ 
Regular hired workers ___ .---------------- ____________________________________ persons __ 
Tractors (other than garden) _______ . __ ------ ___________ ----------- ___________ number __ 
Corn pickers------------------------------------------------------------------number __ Grain combines _______________________________________________________________ number __ 

Pick-up balers----------------------------------------------------------------number __ 
Expenditures for-

Feed for livestock and poultry ---------------------------------------------dollars __ 
Purchase of livestock and poultry------------ __________ --------- ___________ dollars .. 
Hired labor. ____ --- ___ . ________ . ________ •. _____ . ____ . ____________ . ___ .... __ dollars __ 
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business ... _. _ .... __ dollars .. 

Sales of livestock, other than poultry and dairy products, 
minus expenditures for purchase of livestock and poultry ____________________ dollars __ 

Percent of farms with-
Tractors (other than garden) .. ---------------------------------------------------------Motortrucks _________ . __ .. ________ . ____ . ____ .. _____ . _____ . __ ._.--_.--- __ --_- __ -._.-----. 
Com pickers .. __ ------------- •. ____ ----------------- _________ --------------------------
Pick-up balers _______ --_--._ .. __ . ___ ._. __ ---._. ____ . _________ .--_--- .. _______ ._ ... ----.-
50 or more acres of corn·----------------------------------------------------------------
1 or more regular hired workers·--------------------------------------------------------

~ ~~ ~~~= ~~~~l:s~-~~~ :":~~~~~~~=== = = == = = = = = = == =::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Expenditures for feed of $1,000 or more-------------------------------------------------
Expenditures for feed of $5,000 or more ... -----------------------------------------------

::~~~::::~~~ ~o~kfi:~r~~~~8f~:~~~---_-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::: 
Farm operators working off the farm 100 days or more_--------------------------------
Income from farm operators' family from sources other than the farm operated greater 

than the value of farm products sold .... ----------------------------------------------

Z Less than 0.05 percent, 

All live-
stock Class I 
farms 

385.7 1, 286.0 
136.8 421.0 
60.0 132.6 

45,388 154,874 
57.1 290.1 
64.3 155.6 
12.0 26.6 
18.4 83.2 
41.2 327.2 

7,820 73,542 
84.0 238.4 

2,536 7,252 
16.4 104.0 

226 1, 441 
13,086 92,912 

10, 649 82,508 
0. 2 1. 3 
1.8 3.6 
0. 5 0. 7 
0. 5 0.8 
0.3 0. 6 

2,196 15,818 
3, 789 43,425 

545 4,340 
592 1, 925 

6,860 39,083 

87.3 97.5 
70.9 91.0 
44.4 65.2 
32.3 54.5 
36.3 72.0 
11.1 54.3 
2.9 22.7 

56.5 93.4 
45.1 93.3 
10.0 64.7 
36.3 21.5 
32.9 20.4 
15.4 7. 0 

15.0 4. 5 

Economic class of livestock farms 

Class II Class III Class IV Class V Class VI 

639.3 470.0 339.3 2:l0.2 130.2 
255.7 189.1 125.1 64.5 26.2 
74.5 62.2 56.1 55.0 37.1 

86,442 56,928 35,788 23,569 11,969 
100.5 64.3 42.6 28.8 12.2 
128.4 97.6 59.0 28.1 11.7 
23.9 18.6 11.2 5. 4 2.0 
29.7 19.9 15.5 10.7 5. 0 
78.7 37.9 21.9 14.0 5.1 

16,032 6,539 3,160 1, 805 539 
185.1 129.1 71.1 31.4 9.6 
5,599 3,894 2,137 941 284 
29.5 16.2 11.2 7. 3 2.9 
411 223 154 99 39 

27,465 14, 130 7,317 3,698 1,143 

22, 141 10,728 5, 509 2,888 881 
0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 (Z) 
2. 7 2.2 1.8 1.3 0. 7 
0. 7 0. 7 0.5 0.3 0.1 
0.8 0. 7 0. 5 0.3 0.1 
o. 5 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.1 

4,334 2,343 1, 246 660 253 
7,899 2, 583 957 477 133 
1, 179 509 258 159 53 
1,068 778 530 305 140 

14,241 8,145 4, 552 2, 412 748 

97.0 95.9 92.8 84.6 57.4 
84.2 78.3 71.7 64.8 52.2 
69.1 64.3 50.3 27.2 9.2 
50.0 44.2 34.1 22.1 8.8 
73.1 63.0 35.9 11.3 3. 1 
26.4 13.2 7.1 4.5 1.1 
6.8 2.8 1.4 0.8 0.2 

89.4 80.3 61.7 35.1 12.8 
84.1 69.1 45.2 22.4 5. 0 
34.4 12.7. 2.9 0.3 (Z) 
22.4 26.6• 35.6 45.5 50.5 
23.9 26.9 34.1 46.2 25.9 
6. 7 9.1 16.7 32.3 ------------
4. 5 6. 7 69.1 35.9 ------------
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Other areas of concentration were in the grazing areas of Washing
ton, Oregon, and California. 

The characteristics of the livestock ranches differ in various 
parts of the country. Usually only one kind of livestock-cattle, 
sheep, ,or goats-is kept on the same ranch. Both cattle and 
sheep ranches are found in the western part of the country. 
Goat ranches are limited almost entirely to New Mexico, Texas, 
and Arizona. The livestock ranches in Florida and Hawaii are 
cattle ranches. Livestock ranches are highly specialized. The 
sale of livestock and livestock products (other than dairy and 
poultry products) accounted for 96 percent of all farm products 
sold from the farms. Almost 90 percent of the livestock ranches 

are owner- or manager-operated. Only one out of four had 
regular hired workers. 

The 6, 700 large ranches, those with sales of $40,000 or more of 
all farm products, accounted for a large part of the production on 
livestock ranches. These large-scale ranches accounted for 60 
percent of the sales of livestock and livestock products (other than 
dairy and poultry products), and 54 percent of the cattle and 
calves, and 55 percent of the sheep and lambs sold from livestock 
ranches. 

The figures in table 8 show some of the important characteris
tics of ranches of various sizes of operation. 

Table 8.-SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF LIVESTOCK RANCHES BY EcONOMIC CLASS OF FARM: 1959 

Item 

Average per ranch: 
Land in ranch.------------------------------------------------------------------acres .. Cropland, totaL_ .... ___ ... ______ . ____ ._ .... _ .. __ . ___ .. ____ . __ ... _________ . ____ .. acres .. 

~~~':~fi~J~Jn~J~:Jfnis~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~d~~~~~:: 
Value of all farm products sold ... ----------------------------------------------dollars .. 
Value of all livestock products (other than dairy and poultry products) sold .. __ .. dollars .. 
Cattle and calves sold .. ----------------------------------------------- ....... number __ 

dollars .. 
Sheep and lambs sold _________________________________________________________ number .. 

dollars .. 
Value of goats and kids sold .......... ------------------------------------------dollars .. 
Cattle and calves on hand .. --------------------------------------------------number.. 

~~~~ :~~ ~idsb~n"~~d-~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:i:~:~:: 
Horses and mules on hand .... ------------------------------------------------number.. 

Average sales of cattle and calves per cow (including heifers that have calved) .•.....• dollars .. 

Percent of ranches with-
Cattle and/or calves ....... --.----- ..... -- .. ------------- .. ------ .. --.-- .. -------------. 
Sheep and lambs .. _ ... __ .... __ .... __ .--------------- .......... --.----------------------Goats and kids ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Horses and mules ..... ------------------------------------------------------------------
Cropland harvested_ .. ___________ .... ------- __ ... ---- .............. -- .. -- .. ------------
Tractors (other than garden) .. ---------------------------------------------------------Motortrucks ___________________________________________________________________________ _ 
50 or more cattle and calves.------------------------------------------------------------
100 or more cattle and calves .... --------------------------------------------------------
500 or more cattle and calves------------------------------------------------------------
Expenditures for feed of $1,000 or more ...... --------------------------------------------

~ g~ ~g~: ~:~l:~ ~~~:~ ~g~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Expenditures for hired labor of $1,000 or more ....... ------------------------------------
Expenditures for hired labor of $2,500 or more ... ----------------------------------------
Expenditures for hired labor of $5,000 or more ... ----------------------------------------
Farm operator 55 or more years of age ... ----------------------------------------------
Operator working off the ranch .. ------------------------------------------------------Operator working off the ranch 100 or more days _______________________________________ _ 
Members of the operator's family working off the ranch ... ----------------------------
Income of the operator's family from sources other than the ranch operated exceeding 

value of agricultural products sold ___________________________________________________ _ 
Automobiles and/or motortrucks ... ----------------------------------------------------
On a dirt or unimproved road .. --------------------------------------------------------

Z Less than 0.05 percent. 

General Farms.-Farms on which one source of products did 
not provide 50 percent or more of the total value of all farm 
products sold were classified as general farms. There were wide 
differences in the sources of value of farm products sold from 
general farms in various parts of the country. In some areas 
the sources of sales were only three or four farm products, while 
in other areas many farm products' contributed to the sales of 
farm products. In the Midwest cash grains and two or more 
kinds of livestock and livestock products were the principal sources 
of sales. In the Southern States, cotton, tobacco, peanuts, live
stock a~d poultry, and poultry products were the principal sources 

All 
livestock 
ranches 

4, 584.8 
232.9 

4, 368.0 
122,558 
20, 9R9 
20,133 
112.7 

17,195 
134.7 
1, 681 

58 
197. 5 
192.4 
39.4 

5.1 
177 

95.1 
23.7 
10.2 
75.4 
52.9 
70.9 
85.8 
66.9 
43.4 

8. 1 
48.8 
24.0 
10. 1 
29. 1 
16. 7 
8. 5 

44.0 
36.1 
24.6 
9.1 

23.6 
96. 1 
38. 1 

Class I 

21,728.6 
749.1 

20,834. 0 
498,143 
124,786 
120,260 

609.3 
105,947 

736.8 
9, 266 

171 
911.3 
932.9 
108.5 
18.3 
275 

93.8 
30.5 

9. 4 
91.3 
63.7 
81.7 
96.5 
88.5 
85.4 
55.5 
92.0 
76.7 
M.1 
88.5 
74.6 
53.3 
37.0 
18.0 
12.4 
2.8 

9. 5 
98.9 
36.4 

Economic class of II vestock ranches 

Class II Class III Qlass IV 

7,451. 7 4, 019.4 1, 997.4 
331.4 246.9 157. 7 

7, 157. 4 3, 814.4 1, 873. 0 
203,296 116,254 73,832 
27,836 14, 149 7,075 
26,582 13,476 6, 725 
1M.O 85.9 46.1 

21, 178 10,910 5,562 
245.4 104.4 ~9. 3 
3, 024 1,294 491 

126 67 43 
295.8 174.6 98.9 
376.8 167.2 73.2 
77.8 49.4 29.2 
7. 6 5. 0 3.4 
135 114 100 

94.3 95.6 96.2 
32.0 28.3 24.5 
11.9 11.9 11. 5 
90.1 86.3 76.7 
62.0 60.3 M.O 
78.5 77.5 72.1 
95.3 92.4 87.0 
87.0 83.8 75.9 
80.0 70.4 42.8 
16.4 2. 6 0. 5 
79.3 63.9 46.6 
51.1 28.6 13.9 
21.3 7. 0 2. 9 
66.9 36.9 16. 7 
40.9 15.3 5. 0 
16. 7 4.2 1.3 
40.7 41.2 43.4 
21.0 27.8 41.7 
13.7 17. 8· 29.6 
4. 7 6. 9 11.4 

10.6 14.9 27.7 
98.6 98.1 96.5 
40.4 41.3 37.7 

Class V Class VI 

1, 083.0 763.7 
114.4 79.6 

1, 004. 0 697.4 
46,108 27,249 
3, 587 1,203 
3,411 334 
25.7 8.4 

2,922 887 
15. 4 7.0 

188 88 
16 6 

57.9 22.4 
27.1 14.5 
12.8 6.3 
2.1 1.6 
88 70 

96.3 90.8 
16.8 17.0 
8.3 8.3 

63.8 52.6 
45.0 37.8 
65.5 51.9 
80.0 65.4 
54.3 5.4 
12.3 0.3 

0. 1 (Z) 
28.3 6.0 
6.9 2.3 
0.9 0.2 
6. 9 2. 5 
1.9 0. 7 
0.4 ------------

48.5 49.1 
52.1 26.7 
41.7 ------------
14.2 4.2 

43.9 ------------
95.0 88.7 
35.3 40.8 

of sales. The sales of all crops including vegetables, fruits and 
nuts, forest products, and horticultural specialties provided 59 
percent of all farm products sold in 1959 on general farms. 

About 8 percent of the general farms had a total value of farm 
products sold of $20,000 or more. More than two-fifths of all 
general farms had sales of all farm products of ·less than $5,000. 

The use of resources and the characteristics of g(lneral farms 
vary widely. The data in table 9 provide measures of the use 
of resources and the characteristics of general farms by economic 
class of farm. 
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Table 9.-SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF GENERAL FAR~s BY EcoNOMIC CLASS oF FARM: 1959 

Item 

A ve~fnf:: ~~- _________________________________ ----- _____________ --------------_acres_-
Cropland harvested ___ ----------------------------------------------------------acres __ Value of land and buildings ____________________________________________________ dollars __ 

Tractors (other than garden) ___ ---------------------'------------------------number __ 
~:ru~a~:t~l:~~~~~~===----_-_-_:-_-_:-_--~~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_:-_:-_-_:-_:-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:-_-_:-_-_-_-_:-_-_-_-_-_:-_:-_-_-_-_t~:~~~== 
Hogs and pigs __________ ----- _________ ----- ___________________________________ number __ 
Expenditures for-

Feed for livestock and poultrY---------------------------------------------dollars __ 
Purchase of livestock and poultry ------------------------------------------dollars __ Hired labor ________ ------ _________________________________ ----- ____________ dollars __ 
Gasoline and other petroleum fuel and oil for the farm business ____________ dollars __ 

Value of all farm products sold _________________________________________________ dollars __ 
Value of all crops sold----------------------------------------------------------dollars __ Value of liY~tool!:J!!ld livestock products sold __________________________________ dollars __ 

Percent or farms with- _J 
·Tractors (other than garaen) __ ---------------------------------------------------------
Grain combines ___ ----------------------·----------------------------------------------_ Corn pickers __________ ---- ________ ----- _______________________________________________ _ 

Motortrucks----------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 or more regular hired workers--------------------------------------------------------
Farm operator 55 or more years of age-------------------------------------------------
Farm operator working o:tr the farm---------------------------------------------------
Farm operator working o:tr the farm 100 or more days----------------------------------
Income of farm operator from sources other than the farm operated greater than value 

of agricultural products sold _________ ------ _______________ ---- _______________________ _ 

Miscellaneous Farms.-The 37,155 miscellaneous commercial 
farms comprised, principally, farms producing nursery and 
greenhouse products, although the total includes some farms on 
which the sale of forest products or of horses was the principal 
source of income. The sale of horticultural specialty crops 

.accounted for 81 percent and the value of forest products for 
approximately 11 percent of the value of all farm product~ sold. 
More than three-fourths of the value of all fa:rm products were 
sold from the 7,900 farms with a value· of farm products sold 
of $20,000 or more. 

Economic class of general farms 

All general Class I Class II Class III Class IV Class V Class VI 
farms 

281.2 1,444. 8 554.1 348.9 251.9 181.7 134.3 
134.5 621.8 278.2 186.1 129.5 77.9 38.4 

41,617 288,658 97,017 58,342 35,092 21,247 11,778 
1.8 5.5 3.1 2.3 1.8 1.3 0.8 
0.2 3. 7 0.9 0.2 0.1 ------------ ------------

24.6 111.1 52.5 33.9 23.2 14.7 7.2 
29.9 49.0 50.2 48.8 32.8 17.3 8.5 

1,075 5,008 2,525 1,732 971 505 205 
644 6,394 2,129 893 420 203 74 
775 14,514 2,568 741 303 159 65 
629 4,016 1,428 856 552 328 159 

9,714 89,198 26,343 13,548 7,148 3, 724 1, 474 
5,728 69,797 16,061 7,107 3,627 1,974 854 
3,986 19,401 l0,282 6,441 3,521 1, 751 620 

88.5 98.8 97.7 96.6 93.2 86.7 61.7 
45.7 64.7 68.6 65.0 53.0 32.1 13.7 
37.9 32.7 49.3 55.6 46.1 26.9 10.2 
70.5 97.7 92.5 83.6 71.4 63.0 49.6 
10.5 78.0 42.5 16.1 6.3 3.3 0.8 
33.0 22.5 21.2 21.4 29.2 41.7 48.5 
32.9 20.1 26.2 29.3 33.3 38.7 29.6 
11.4 7.6 6.8 7.8 11.4 19.8 ------------
10.1 3.9 4.2 4.3 8.9 21.4 ------------

CHANGES IN FARMS BY TYPE 

Changes in Farms by Type by Size of Operation, 195Q--1959.
The classification by type of farm and by size of operation groups 
farms having a high degree of uniformity in the kind, relative 
amount of farm products produced, and in methods and practices 
fqllowed in production. Because of changes in the grouping of 
farms by economic class, comparable data are available for only 
three sizes of operations for each type of farm for the censuses of 
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1959, 1954, and 1950. These data are available only for the con
terminous United States. The size groupings are: 

1. Farms with a value of farm products sold of $2,500 to 
$4,999. 

2. 'Farms with a value of farm products sold of $5,000 to 
$9,999. 

3. Farms with a value of farm products sold of $10,000 or 
more. 

Comparable data are not available by type of farm for farms 
with a value of farm products of less than $2,500 for the three 
censuses. Tables 16 to 52 present data for the three size group
ings of farms for each type for 1959, 1954, and 1950. Totals 
are given in these tables for all farms with a value of farm products 
sold of $2,500 or more, and for 1959, totals are presented for all 
commercial farms and for commercial farms with sales of less 
than $2,500. In 1959, commercial farms excluded from the 
comparisons of the three censuses total 348,000. Of this total, 
89,000, or 26 percent, were livestock farms other than poultry 
and dairy farms; 83,000, or 24 percent, cotton farms; and 63,000, 
or 18 percent, other field-crop farms, of which 57,000 were tobacco 
farms. In all tables presenting figures for two or more censuses, 
data for 1959 for tobacco farms have been included with other 
field-crop farms, and livestock ranches have been included with 
livestock farms, other than poultry and dairy farms, in order to 
provide comparisons for 1959 and prior censuses. 

The number of commercial farms with sales of $2,500 or more 
was approximately 2.1 million in 1959, 1954, and 1950. The 
1959 total was only 1.8 percent less than that for 1954 and 1 
percent less than that for 1950. 

There have teen substantial reductions in the number of farms 
in the two groups of farms with sales of less than $10,000. 
Although the number of farms with sales of $2,500 or more changed 
very little from 1950 to 1954, and 1954 to 1959, the number of 
farms with sales of $2,500 to $4,999 declined 30 percent and the 
number of farms with sales of $5,000 to $9,999 declined 9 percent 
from 1950 to 1959. The decline from 1950 to 1959 in the number 
of farms with $2,500 to $9,999 of farm products sold occurred for 
every type of farm, except miscellaneous farms. 

Part of the decline in the number of farms with sales of $2,500 
to $9,999 has resulted largely from the enlargement of these farms, 
although increases in the prices of cattle and milk brought about 
some changes in the number of livestock and dairy farms without 
the farm operation being enlarged. (See table 10 for average 
prices of major farm products for the conterminous United 
States for 1959, 1954, and 1949.) 

Table 10.-AVERAGE PRICES FOR MAJOR FARM PRODUCTS SoLD 
FOR THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 1959, 1954, AND 
1949 

Farm products sold Unit 

Average price per unit 
(dollars) 

1059 1954 1949 

-------------------------1-------~------------
Cattle and calves ___________________________ _ 
Milk-----------------------------------------
Hogs and pigs--------------------------------
Cotton ______ --------- _______ -----------------
Corn for grain _____ ---------------------------
Wheat---- ___ --------------------------------
Chicken eggs _____ ----------------------------
Soybeans for beans---------------------------
Tobacco. ___ ---------------------------------
Broilers __ ------------------------------------
Irish potatoes._--------- _________ ------------
Oranges ____ ----------------------------------
Sheep and lambs----------------------------
Sorghums for grain-------------------------"
Alfalfa hay-----------------------------------
Rice ___ --------------------------------------
Barley---------------------------------------
Apples ___ ------------------------------------Sugar beets for sugar_ _______________________ _ 
Oats for grain.--------- ___ -------------------Dry field and seed beans ____________________ _ 
Peanuts for nuts-----------------------------
Peaches ______ -_------------------------------
Sugarcane for sugar __ ------------------------

'NA Not available.· 

Head _______ _ 
Cw.L-------
Head--------Bales _______ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
Bushels_----Dozens _____ _ 
Bushels _____ . 
Pounds ____ _ 
Each _______ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
Tons _______ _ 
Head _______ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
Tons _______ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
•rons _______ _ 
Bushels ____ _ 
OwL------
Pounds. __ --
Bushels ____ _ 
Tons _______ _ 

152. 79 
3.83 

30.09 
168.37 

1. 05 
1. 77 
0. 32 
1. 97 
0. 58 
0. 53 
1. 28 

74.02 
13.31 
0. 86 

21.21 
2.06 
0.86 
1.71 

11.14 
0.64 
7.22 
0.10 
1.90 
7.09 

96. 58 118. 32 
3. 54 3. 67 

39.70 36.40 
194. 62 161. 57 

1. 44 1. 24 
2. 13 1. 86 
0. 35 0. 42 
2. 52 2.12 
0. 51 0. 46 
0. 70 NA 
1. 30 1. 28 

50.48 59. g1 
14.69 17.06 
1. 26 0. 98 

22. 90 22. 51 
2. 04 1. 77 
1. 08 1. 05 
2. 22 1. 43 

11.17 10.82 
0. 71 0. 65 
8. 03 6. 86 
0.12 0.10 
1. 97 i. 45 
6. 70 6. 00 

From 1950 to 1959 there was a significant decrease in the number 
of general farms, cotton farms, other field-crop farms, and vege
table farms. On the other hand, there was a significant increase 
in the number of cash-grain and livestock farms. The decrease 
in general farms was associated with the increase in specialization 
in agricultural production. Many of the general farms in 1950, 
in the Middle West and other areas, became more specialized 
and were classified as cash-grain or livestock farms in 1954 and 
1959. The increase in the price of cattle also affected the shift 
from general farms to livestock farms. Because of differences in 
the relative change in the prices of cash grains and livestock 
there was a shift in the livestock farms (other than poultry and 
dairy) to cash-grain farms from 1950 to 1954 and a shift of cash
grain farms to livestock farms from 1954 to 1959. Most of these 
changes occurred in the Midwest. 

Change in number of farms 

Conterminous United East and West North 
Item States Central divisions 

1950 to 1954 to 1950 to 1950 to 1954 to 1950 to 
1959 1959 1954 1959 1959 1954 

----- ----- ----- --------
Cash-grain farms with sales 

of-
$2,500 or more, totaL ____ 40,273 -56,274 96,547 40,859 -48,090 88,949 

$2,500 to $4,999 _______ -17,655 -36,882 19,227 -11,604 -29,876 18,272 
$5,000 to $9,999 _______ -3,185 -35,778 32,593 1, 959 -30,233 32,192 
$10,000 or more.----- 61, 113 16,386 44,727 50,504 12,019 38,485 

Livestock farms (other than 
poultry and dairy) with 
sales of-

$2,500 or more, total _____ 68,855 137,673 -68,818 -1,241 56,453 -57,694 
$2,500 to $4,999 _______ -915 32,593 -33,508 -30,152 14 -30,166 
$5,000 to $9,999 _______ -12,841 23,833 -36,674 -31,264 2, 986 -34,250 
$10,000 or more ______ 82,611 81,247 1,364 60,175 53,453 6, 722 

The prices of the principal cash-grain crops and livestock 
sold for the last three censuses were as follows. 

Item 

Average price per unit 
(dollars) 

1959 1954 1950 
------

Corn per bushel: 
Conterminous United States. __ ------------------------ 1. 05 1.44 1.24 
East and West North Central divisions _________________ 1. 03 1. 42 1.18 

Wheat per bushel: 
Conterminous United States __ ------------------------- 1. 77 2.13 1. 86 
East and West North Central divisions _________________ 1. 81 2.15 1. 87 

Hogs and pi~s sold per head: 
Conterminous United States._------------------------- 30.09 39.70 36.40 
East and West North Central divisions _________________ 30.13 41.59 39.08 

Cattle and calves sold per head: 
Conterminous United States._------------------------- 152.79 96.58 118.32 
East and West North Central divisions _________________ 172.08 115.45 133.72 

The decrease in the number of cotton and other field-crop farms 
was sssociated with the decline in the number of farms with sales 
of less than $5,000 operated by tenants, principally croppers on 
cotton and tobacco farms in the South. 

Table 11.-CHANGES IN NUMBER OF FARMS BY VAL>trE OF FARM 
PRODUCTS SOLD FOR ALL TENANTS, CROPPERS,1 COTTON FARMS, 
AND OTHER FIELD-CRoP FARMs, FOR THE CoNTERMINous 
UNITED STATES AND THE SouTH: 1950 TO 1959 

Item 

Farms with sales of $2,500 or more: 
Conterminous United States _______________ _ 

All tenants ___ - ______________ --- _ ------
Cotton farms. _______________ -__ -------
Other field-crop farms _________________ _ 

'l'he South ________ --------------------------
All tenants. ________________ -___ --------

Cott~~offr:::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Other field-crop farms _________________ _ 

Change In number of farms 

1950 to 1959 1954 to 1959 1950 to 1954 

-23,451 
-107,017 
-16,190 
-4,553 
84,977 

-30,912 
-12,576 
-14,351 

1, 798 

-37,398 
-114,449 
-45,102 
-17,993 

29,097 
-56,824 
-33,656 
-40,414 
-15,024 

13,947 
7,432 

28,912 
13,440 
55,880 
25,912 
21,080 
26,063 
16,822 
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Table 11.-CHANGES IN NuMBER OF FARMS BY VALUE OF FARM 
PRODUCTS SoLD FOR ALL TENANTS, CROPPERs,1 CoTTON FARMS, 
AND OTHER FIELD-CROP FARMS, FOR THE CONTERMINOUS 
UNITED STATES AND THE SOUTH: 1950 TO 1959-Continued 

Item 

Farms with sales of $2,500 or more-Continued 
$2,500 to $4,999: 

Conterminous Vn!ted States ___________ _ 
All tenants._-----------------------Cotton farms ______________________ _ 
Other field-crop farms _____________ _ 

The South------------------------------
All tenants._-----------------------

Cot~~of~::::::::::::::=:::::::: 
Other field-crop farms _____________ _ 

$5,000 to $9,999: 
Conterminous United States ___________ _ 

All tenants._-----------------------
Cotton farms-----------------------Other field-crop farms _____________ _ 

The South------------------------------
All tenants ______________ -----------

Cror,pers_. ____________ ---_. ___ _ 
Cotton arms ______________________ _ 
Other field-crop farms _____________ _ 

$10,000 or more: 
Conterminous United States ___________ _ All tenants ________________________ _ 

Cotton farms----------------------
Other field-crop farms_-------------

The South------------------------------
All tenants._-----------------------

Cot~~of~::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Other field-crop farms .. ------------

1 South only. 

Change in number of farms 

1950 to 1959 1954 to 1959 1950 to 1954 

-265,483 
-124,168 
-24,319 
-34,670 
-46,683 
-53,209 
-19,322 
-21,416 
-30,825 

-68,061 
-54,476 
-7,011 
16,681 
41,241 
5,922 
5,505 

-5,476 
20,800 

310,093 
71,627 
15,140 
13,436 
90,424 
16,375 
1,241 

12,541 
11,823 

-195,146 
-99,760 
-48,996 
-34,587 
-64,390 
-64,682 
-32,249 
-46,757 
-32,818 

-53,779 
-48,054 
-9,036 

6,267 
19,381 

-4,825 
-1,889 
-6,811 

8; 581 

211,527 
33,365 
12,930 
10,327 
74,106 
12,683 

482 
13,104 
9,213 

-70,337 
-24,408 

24,677 
-83 

17,702 
11,473 
12,927 
25,341 
1,993 

-14,482 
-6,422 

2,025 
10,414 
21,860 
10,747 
7,394 
1,335 

12,219 

98,566 
38,262 
2,210 
3,109 

16,318 
3,692 
1, 759 
-563 
2,610 

The decrease in the number of vegetable farms resulted from 
the continuing disappearance of vegetable farms with relatively 
small operations. 

Changes in Resources Used, 1950 to 1959.-Farms with sales 
of $2,500 or more have a larger proportion of the resources used 
for agricultural production in 1959 than in 1950. 

Most of the resources on the 1.7 million farms with sales of 
farm products of less than $2,500 that disappeared from 1950 to 
1959, have been transferred to the farms with sales of $2,500 or 
more. In many cases these resources were transferred to farms 
that had sales of $10,000 or more in 1959. Figures in table 13 
indicate no enlargement from 1950 to 1959 in the average size of 
operations for farms with sales of less than $10,000. The increase 
in the number of farms with sales of $10,000 or more resulted 
from the increase in the number of farms with larger operations, 
in production per unit, and changes in prices of some farm 
products. 

Table 12.-SELECTED FARM RESOURCES FOR ALL FARMS AND FARMS WITH SALES OF FARM PRODUCTS OF $2,500 OR MoRE AND PERCENT 
OF ALL FARMS FOR THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 1959, 1954, AND 1950 

Item 

Land in farms---------------------------------------------------------acres (1,000) -
Cropland harvested---------------------------------------------------acres (1,000) --

~:fgl:~~~es:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::n.n-:6: !~:~l== 
Hogs and pigs------------------------------------------------------number 1,000!--
Sheep and lambs ••••• ----------------------------------------------number 1,000 --
Chickens 4 months old and over------------------------------------number (1,000 --Tractors (other than garden) ____ -------- ___________________________ number (1,000) __ 

8~\~~~~~=-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:::::~::::::::::::::::::::~~=?~~'i:~== 
Regular hired farm workers.---------- ____ -------------- _________________ .persons .• 

NA Not available. 
Table 13.-NuMBER OF FARMS WITH SALES OF $2,500 OR MoRE 

BY SIZE OF. FARM FOR THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 
1950 TO 1959 

Farms with sales of $2,500 or more 

Size of farm and year 
$2,500 to $5,000 to $10,000 

Total $4,999 $9,999 or more 

Under 10 acres: 
10,925 17,118 1959.-------------------------- 46,390 18,347 

1954. -------------------------- 45,791 19,735 11,843 14,213 
1950.-------------------------- 42,200 18,296 11,630 12,274 

10 to 99 acres: 
1959_ -------------------------- 454,232 241,834 132,674 79,724 
1954. -------------------------- 519,906 319,005 136,738 64,163 
1950. -------------------------- 497,455 325,041 122,845 49,569 

100 to 219 acres: 
1959.-------------------------- 679,340 218,142 262,570 198,628 
1954.-------------------------- 724,940 285,790 287,915 151,235 
1950.-------------------------- 767,016 338,241 310,781 117,994 

220 to 499 acres: 
1959.-------------------------- 570,651 101,499 174,807 294,345 
1954. -------------------------- 536,024 134,865 191,136 210,028 
1950.-------------------------- 520,701 151,224 197,967 171,510 

500 to 999 acres: 
1959.-------------------------- 183,492 26,732 48,112 108,648 
1954.-------------------------- 158,574 35,805 49,087 73,682 
1950~-------------------------- 151,238 35,432 50,599 65,207 

1,000 or more acres: 
130,339 10,265 24,062 96,012 1959. --------------~-------- ---

1954·-------------------------- 116,636 16,908 30,138 69,590 
1950--------------------------- 109,285 14,068 27,389 67,828 

All farms 
Farms with sales of farm products of $2,500 or more 

1959 1954 1950 

Percent Percent Percent 
1959 1954 1950 Total of total Total of total Total of total 

for all for all for all 
farms farms farms 
---------------

1,120,028 1,160,044 1,159, 789 937,161 83.7 885,036 76.3 849,795 73.3 
313,446 334,164 345,528 286,374 91.4 282,661 84.6 275,415 79.7 
621,121 647,366 619,692 515,551 83.0 492,855 76.1 467,112 75.4 
93,483 95,635 77,520 82,996 88.8 76,607 80.1 60,467 78.0 
69,380 57,912 56,292 61,653 88.9 49,218 85.0 44,174 78.5 
34,088 NA NA 30,530 89.6 27,792 NA NA NA 

369,024 383,971 343,109 316,521 85.8 279,522 72.8 223,585 65.2 
4,685 4,345 3,394 3, 738 79.8 3,213 73.9 2,507 73.9 
2,825 2, 703 2,207 2,072 73.3 1, 746 64.6 1,371 62.1 

1,041, 527 979,050 713,633 934,991 89.8 852,647 87.1 620,299 86.9 
792,379 687,466 455,519 715,034 90.2 618,806 90.0 421,887 92.6 
685,794 691,068 1, 014,518 656,950 95.8 649,649 94.0 895,505 88.3 

Changes in Specialization.-There has been very little change 
in the degree of specialization in farms with sales of $2,500 or 
more in each type-of-farm group. Moreover, the degree of 
specialization for the farms in the three value-of-sales groups has 
been about the same for 1959 and 1954 census years. (See tables 
41 to 49.) 

Changes in the Use of Purchased lnputs.-There has been an 
increase in the proportion of the farms using tractors and other 
equipment (see tables 37 to 40) in the two groups of farms with 
sales of less than $10,000. There was very little change in the 
proportion of the farms with sales of $10,000 or more using tractors 
and other equipment. There has been a significant decrease in 
the pr!Jportion of farms with sales of less than $10,000 reporting 
expenditures for hired labor. However, the amount of the 
expenditures for hired labor for farms using hired labor has not 
changed greatly (see tables 33 and 34). There has been a 
significant increase in the proportion of farms using commercial 
fertilizer and fertilizing materials, but the average quantity used 
per acre fertilized has not changed significantly. (See tables 27 
and 28.) 
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PERCENT INCREASE OR DECREASE IN NUMBER OF COMMERCIAL FARMS FOR EACH TYPE OF FARM BY VALUE OF FARM PRODUCTS SOLD 

FOR THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 1954 TO 1959, 1950 TO 1959, AND 1950 TO 1954 

Type of farm Farms with value af sales af Farms with value of sales of Farms with value of •ales of Farms with value of sales of 
$2,500 or more $2,500 to $4,999 $5,000 to $9,999 $10,000 or more 
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Age of operator.-Data for the proportion of farm operators 
65 years old and over and 55 to 64 years of age are given by type 
of farm in tables 50 and 51. 

Table 14.-AGE OF OPERATOR BY VALUE oF SALES WITH PER
CENT DISTRIBUTION FOR THE CoNTERMINOUS UNITED STATES: 
1950 TO 1959 

Farms with sales of $2,500 or more 

Ago of farm op-
Total $2,500 to $4,999 $5,000 to $9,999 $10,000 or more 

erator and year 
Per- Per- Per- Per-
cent cent cent cent 

Number dlstrl- Number dlstrl- Number dlstrl- Number distrl-
butlon butlon butlon bu-

tlon 
-- ---------------

Total farms re-
porting age: 1959 ________ 2,043,317 100.0 610,300 100.0 647,199 100.0 785,818 100.0 1954 ________ 2,066,24! 100.0 798,395 100.0 696,292 100.0 571.554 100.0 1950 ________ 1,974,873 100.0 832,753 100.0 686,039 100.0 456,081 100.0 

Under 25 
years: 1959 ________ 35,915 1.8 11,762 1.9 11,946 1.8 12,207 1.6 

1954.------- 41,818 2.0 17,897 2.2 14,844 2.1 9,077 1.6 
1950.------- 55,514 2.8 27,261 3.3 18,588 2. 7 9,665 2.1 

25 to 34 years: 
1959.------- 264,770 13.0 60,258 10.0 81,192 12.5 123,320 15.7 
1954.------- 334,044 16.2 111,839 14.0 115,677 16.6 106,528 18.6 1950 ________ 

35 to 44 years: 
355,944 18.0 142,257 17.1 129,531 18.9 84,156 18.5 

1959-------- 508,139 24.9 122,956 20.1 155,747 24.1 229,436 29.2. 
1954.- . ----- 553,673 26.8 197,884 24.8 189,853 27.3 165,956 29.0 1950 ________ 525,292 26.6 208,305 25.0 187,164 27.3 129,823 28.5 

45 to 54 years: 
1959.------- 585,667 28.6 169,462 27.8 191,395 29.6 224,810 28.6 1954 ________ 536,156 25.9 206,584 25.9 181,317 26.0 148,255 25.9 1950 ________ 

55 to 64 years: 
487,986 24.7 198,470 23.8 170,904 24.9 118, 612 26.0 

1959.------- 436,200 21.3 150,147 24.6 145,032 22.4 141,021 17.9 
1954.------- 391,497 18.9 164,197 20.6 129,495 18.6 97,805 17.1 1950 ________ 

65 years or 
371,511 18.8 166,767 20.0 124,511 18.1 80,233 17.6 

more: 
1959.------- 212,626 10.4 95,715 15.7 61,887 9.6 55,024 7.0 1954 ________ 209,053 10.1 100,014 12.5 65,106 9.4 43,933 7. 7 
1950 ________ 178,626 9.0 89,693 10.8 55,341 8.1 33,592 7.4 

Changes in Tenure of Operator.-The proportion of farms with 
sales of $2,500 or more operated by full owners or part owners has 
been increasing. (See table 16.) 

Off-Farm Work by the Farm Operator.-The proportion of the 
farm operators working off their farms has increased significantly 
for farms with sales of less than $10,000. 

Table 15.-0FF-FARM WoRK BY FARM OPERATOR, BY VALUE 
OF SALES, WITH PERCENT DISTRIBUTION FOR THE CoNTER
MINOUS UNITED STATES: 1950 TO 1959. 

Farms with value of farm products sold of $2,500 or more 

Total $2,500 to $4,999 $5,000 to $9,999 $10,000 or more 

Item 
Per- Per- Per- Per-
cent cent cent cent 

Number dlstrl- Number dlstrl- Numbe r dlstrl- Numbe r dlstrl-
butlon butlon butlon bu-

tlon 
-- ---------------

All farm 
operators: 1959 ________ 2,064, 444 100.0 616,819 100.0 653,150 100.0 794,475 100.0 1954 ________ 2,101, 871 100.0 812, lOS 100.0 706,852 100.0 582,911 100.0 1950 ________ 

Farm operators 
working off 
their farms: 

2.087, 895 100.0 882,302 100.0 721.211 100.0 484,382 100.0 

1959 ________ 708.608 34.3 267,421 43.4 229,475 35.1 211,712 26.6 
1954.------- 664,980 31.6 295.081 36.3 220,549 3J.2 149,350 25.6 
1950 ________ 524,565 25.1 249,466 28.3 173,149 24.0 101,950 21.0 

Farm operators 
working off 
their farms 
100 days or 
more: 

1959.------- 349,485 16.9 164.810 26.7 105,977 16.2 78,698 9.9 
1954.------- 246,918 11.7 131, 124 16.1 72,148 10.2 43,646 7.5 1950 ______ . __ 180,390 8.6 97,163 11.0 50,742 7.0 32,485 6. 7 

Farm operators 
working off 
their farms 
200 days or 
more: 1959 ________ 244,990 11.9 120,286 19.5 71,399 10.9 63,305 6.7 

1954.------- 164,543 7.8 88,006 10.8 46,686 6.6 29,851 5.1 1950 ________ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

NA Not available. 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF COMMERCIAL FARMS FOR EACH TENURE OF OPERATOR BY TYPE OF FARM FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1959 

Type of farm 

Cash-grain 

Tobacco 

Cotton 

Other field-crop 

Vegetable 

Fruit-and-nut 

Poultry 

Dairy 
Livestock farms other than dairy 
and poultry and livestock ranches 

Livestock ranches 

General 

Ml$cellaneous 

FULL OWNERS 

Percent 

PART OWNERS 

Percent 

MANAGERS 

Percent 

10 20 0 
L 

• ~ 
~ 

• 

ALL TENANTS 

Percent 

10 20 30 
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