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Other areas of concentration were in the grazing areas of Washing
ton, Oregon, and California. 

The characteristics of the livestock ranches differ in various 
parts of the country. Usually only one kind of livestock-cattle, 
sheep, ,or goats-is kept on the same ranch. Both cattle and 
sheep ranches are found in the western part of the country. 
Goat ranches are limited almost entirely to New Mexico, Texas, 
and Arizona. The livestock ranches in Florida and Hawaii are 
cattle ranches. Livestock ranches are highly specialized. The 
sale of livestock and livestock products (other than dairy and 
poultry products) accounted for 96 percent of all farm products 
sold from the farms. Almost 90 percent of the livestock ranches 

are owner- or manager-operated. Only one out of four had 
regular hired workers. 

The 6, 700 large ranches, those with sales of $40,000 or more of 
all farm products, accounted for a large part of the production on 
livestock ranches. These large-scale ranches accounted for 60 
percent of the sales of livestock and livestock products (other than 
dairy and poultry products), and 54 percent of the cattle and 
calves, and 55 percent of the sheep and lambs sold from livestock 
ranches. 

The figures in table 8 show some of the important characteris
tics of ranches of various sizes of operation. 

Table 8.-SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF LIVESTOCK RANCHES BY EcONOMIC CLASS OF FARM: 1959 

Item 

Average per ranch: 
Land in ranch.------------------------------------------------------------------acres .. Cropland, totaL_ .... ___ ... ______ . ____ ._ .... _ .. __ . ___ .. ____ . __ ... _________ . ____ .. acres .. 

~~~':~fi~J~Jn~J~:Jfnis~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~d~~~~~:: 
Value of all farm products sold ... ----------------------------------------------dollars .. 
Value of all livestock products (other than dairy and poultry products) sold .. __ .. dollars .. 
Cattle and calves sold .. ----------------------------------------------- ....... number __ 

dollars .. 
Sheep and lambs sold _________________________________________________________ number .. 

dollars .. 
Value of goats and kids sold .......... ------------------------------------------dollars .. 
Cattle and calves on hand .. --------------------------------------------------number.. 

~~~~ :~~ ~idsb~n"~~d-~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:i:~:~:: 
Horses and mules on hand .... ------------------------------------------------number.. 

Average sales of cattle and calves per cow (including heifers that have calved) .•.....• dollars .. 

Percent of ranches with-
Cattle and/or calves ....... --.----- ..... -- .. ------------- .. ------ .. --.-- .. -------------. 
Sheep and lambs .. _ ... __ .... __ .... __ .--------------- .......... --.----------------------Goats and kids ________________________________________________________________________ _ 

Horses and mules ..... ------------------------------------------------------------------
Cropland harvested_ .. ___________ .... ------- __ ... ---- .............. -- .. -- .. ------------
Tractors (other than garden) .. ---------------------------------------------------------Motortrucks ___________________________________________________________________________ _ 
50 or more cattle and calves.------------------------------------------------------------
100 or more cattle and calves .... --------------------------------------------------------
500 or more cattle and calves------------------------------------------------------------
Expenditures for feed of $1,000 or more ...... --------------------------------------------

~ g~ ~g~: ~:~l:~ ~~~:~ ~g~~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Expenditures for hired labor of $1,000 or more ....... ------------------------------------
Expenditures for hired labor of $2,500 or more ... ----------------------------------------
Expenditures for hired labor of $5,000 or more ... ----------------------------------------
Farm operator 55 or more years of age ... ----------------------------------------------
Operator working off the ranch .. ------------------------------------------------------Operator working off the ranch 100 or more days _______________________________________ _ 
Members of the operator's family working off the ranch ... ----------------------------
Income of the operator's family from sources other than the ranch operated exceeding 

value of agricultural products sold ___________________________________________________ _ 
Automobiles and/or motortrucks ... ----------------------------------------------------
On a dirt or unimproved road .. --------------------------------------------------------

Z Less than 0.05 percent. 

General Farms.-Farms on which one source of products did 
not provide 50 percent or more of the total value of all farm 
products sold were classified as general farms. There were wide 
differences in the sources of value of farm products sold from 
general farms in various parts of the country. In some areas 
the sources of sales were only three or four farm products, while 
in other areas many farm products' contributed to the sales of 
farm products. In the Midwest cash grains and two or more 
kinds of livestock and livestock products were the principal sources 
of sales. In the Southern States, cotton, tobacco, peanuts, live
stock a~d poultry, and poultry products were the principal sources 
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of sales. The sales of all crops including vegetables, fruits and 
nuts, forest products, and horticultural specialties provided 59 
percent of all farm products sold in 1959 on general farms. 

About 8 percent of the general farms had a total value of farm 
products sold of $20,000 or more. More than two-fifths of all 
general farms had sales of all farm products of ·less than $5,000. 

The use of resources and the characteristics of g(lneral farms 
vary widely. The data in table 9 provide measures of the use 
of resources and the characteristics of general farms by economic 
class of farm. 
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