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Chapter 5. Characteristics of Farm Operators and Persons 
Living on Farms 
Introduction-The persons operating farms and 
members of their households represent the 
most important resource of the farms in the 
United States. Information regarding age, sex, 
level of education, hours of farm work, off-farm 
work, and income from major sources was ob­
tained in 1964 for the first time in a nationwide 
census of agriculture; although some informa­
tion for the number of persons living on farms 
and their distribution by age and sex was 
obtained in the 1925 and 1945 Censuses of 
Agriculture. Farm operators and members of 
their households totaled 11.3 million at the 
end of 1964 and represented 5.9 percent of the 
total population. The number of persons living 
on farms has been declining rapidly. From 
1940 to 1965, the farm population declined 
18.2 million, and thus more people left farms 
during this 25-year period than remained on 
farms at the end of the period. The rapid 
decline in the number of farms, resulting from 
operators quitting farming, mechanization, and 
increased uses of agricultural chemicals, 
pesticides, fertilizers, etc., has brought about 
a large-scale decline not only in the number of 
farm operators, but also in the number of per­
sons living on farms. 

The widespread and tremendous changes in 
the number of farm operators and members of 
their households have greatly affected the 
characteristics of the remaining farm opera­
tors and members of their families and have 
left a population that contains more than its 
pro rata share of the very young and the per­
sons 65 years old and over. The data relating 
to the characteristics of farm operators and 
members of their households provide some 
measures of underemployment, low income, 
education, and amount and extent that farm 
operators and members of their households 
obtain income from sources other than the 
farm operated. 

Statistics presented in this chapter relate to 
the operators of census farms and to the mem­
bers of their households. Data are shown for 
classifications based on the following charac-

- teristics: Age, place of residence {whether on 
or off the farm operated), number of years on 
present farm, days worked off farm, level of 
educational attainment, and income from 
sources other than the farm operated. Data are 
also presented showing the characteristics of 
farms, resources, inventories, and production 
for farms classified by the age of the farm 
operator. 

Source of data-Most data presented in this 
chapter are from the 1964 Census of Agricul-. 
ture with comparative data from current popu­
lation surveys and other sources for purposes 
of comparison. For 1964, data are provided for 
age of operator, residence, and years on farm 
for all farm operators. All other data, such as 
off-farm work, farm population, education, etc., 
are estimates based upon reports for only a 
sample of the farms. 

Estimates made from the tabulations of in­
formation for only a sample of farms are based 
on a sample of approximately 20 percent of all 
farm operators. Tables presenting estimates 
based only on a sample of farms are identified 
by an appropriate headnote. Estimates based 
on a sample of farms are subject to sampling 
errors and do not agree exactly with similar 
data tabulated for all farms. A description of 
enumerating procedures, processing of data, 
and sample and statistical tables giving the 
reliability of estimates based on a sample of 
farms may be found in the introduction to this 
volume. 

Presentation of statistics-Statistics presented 
in this chapter, for the most part, represent a 
summary of data for 1964 previously published 
in volume I for the individual States. Data are 

- presented in tables as totals for the United 
States, the 3 . regions (the North, the South, 
and the West), and for each of the 50 States. 
An outline map showing the 3 regions and the 
States for which data are presented appears 
in th~ introduction to this volume. 

Some data for characteristics, where mean­
ingful relationships exist, are presented by 
tenure of farm operator for all farms and, in 
some cases, for commercial farms and for 
farms other than commerc;ial. A cross-tabula­
tion providing United States totals of farm and 
operator characteristics, as classified by the 
age of the farm operator, are presented for 
the first time for any nationwide census. The 
age of operator groups are as follows: Under 
35 years, 35 to 44 years, 45 to 54 years, 55 to 
64 years, and 65 years and over. Similar data, 
for the nonwhite farm operators in the 16 
Southern States, are presented in this chapter. · 

Other published data-Most data for 1964 cov­
ering the characteristics of farm operators and 
persons living on their farms are available as 
totals for States and counties in volume 1 of 
the 1964 Census of Agriculture for the indi­
vidual States. The following tables summarize 

495_ 



the kind and source of other published data 
from the 1964 Census of Agriculture in volume 

Where fmmd Geogrs.phlc area for which available Period 

VOLUME I 

and in this volume for the related items 
presented in this chapter. 

Classification Subjects covered 

Slate table 1? ...... State .•.....••.........•.•....•.•••... 
State table 18...... State .................... ,,., .... , ... . 
State table 19 •••.•• State .........•..•...... , •.•.....••••• 

196/. .•..•.•.•• Farms by economic class •..•• , ...•••.•••.•.••••••• Age, education, off-farm work o.nd other income. 
1964 •••••••••• Commercial farns by color and tenure of operator. Age, education, off-farm work and other income. 
1964.... ••. . •• farms by age of operator •••..•.• ,,,, .••.•.••••••• Age, education, off-farm work and other income. 

State table 20 ....•. State ••..•...•... ,, .•.....•••..... , •• , 
Stote lable 21...... State ••..• , .... , .. ,., .. , .......•..•••• 

1964... •• • • • • • Fsrms by size ••..• , •••• , ••••. ,,.................. Age, education, off-farm work and other income. 
1964... •• •• ••• Farms by type., ••.•.•.•.•...•..••••..•••••••••••• Age, education, off-farm work o.nd other income. 

Stute table 22 ••.... State ...... , .•••.... , .•...•..••.••••.. 1964 .....••.•• Commercial farms by type ••....•....••...•••..•.•• Age, education, off-farm work and other income. 

State table 23 ..•... State ....•.....•••.......•••.••...•••. 
State table 25 .•.... State ............•. , .. , ....•.•......•• 

1964 •••••••••• Large scale furms •••....••..........•..•.......•• Age, education, off-farm work and other income. 
1964 •.••••••• , Farms by tenure of operator., •••••..••. ,, .••••••• 'Yeo:r bege.n operation of farm. 

County table 6.. •. . . County and State .••.........•.•.....•• 1964.......... Commercial farms .•.•••. , ••••• , .•• ,............... Off -farms work. 
County table J...... County filld State .................... .. 1964 •••• , ••••• All farm operators •••....••.•..•••••••••....••••• Age of operator and off-farm work. 
Cowrty table a...... County and Stote ..•••.•.... , •• , ..•••.• 1964 .......... All foi1ll operators............................... Person on farms, age, sex, education, other 

income, and off-fann work. 
County tuble 8... .. . County and State ...•..•.....•••.....•• 1964 and 1959. All farm operators .••••..••••....••...•••..••.... Residence. 

VOLUM:F.: II 

Chapter 6. •. . •. . . . . . United States and color for the South. 1964 •••••••••• Fanns by economic class .......................... Age, education, off-farm work and other incomt:. 
Chapter J ..•.•.•... , United States W'ld color for the South. 1964 •••• ,. •• • • Fe..rms by size •••....••..••••.••.•...•••...••••..• Age, education, off-farm work and other income. 
Chapter a ........... Unit.ed Stutes and color for the South. 1964 •••••••••• Farms by tenure of operator •....•....••••..••..•• Ag~, education, off-farm work and o'ther income. 
Chapter 10 ••••••••• , United States and color for the South. 1964...... •••• Farms by type •••••..•••• , ........................ Age, education, oft-farm work and other inccme. 

In general, for this chapter, comparable data 
from censuses prior to 1959 are presented 
only for United States totals. Additional data 

Where found Geographic area for which avallable Period 

1959 VOLUME I 

from the 1959 Census of Agriculture for regions, 
States, and counties for prior years, may be 
located by the use of the following table: 

Classification Subjects covered 

state table 4 ••••••• State •.••••.•••. ,, ... ,,............... 1920 to 1959 •• All furm operators ............................... Age, residence, off-farm work and other income. 
State table 17, lB, 

19, 20, and 21. state ....................•. , ...... ,... 1959 •.•••••••• Farms by economic class, commercial types, size, Age, residence, off-farm work and other income. 
and commercial tenure. 

County table 4...... County and State...................... 1959 •••••• , ••• Commercial farms ••.•••.••••.••.••.•.••.•.•••••••• Off-farm work and other income. 
COWlty table 5.. ••• • County and State ....••.•••..•••••• ,,,. 1959., •••••••• All farm operators ••••••••••.•.••••••••.•••...••• Age of operator. 
County table 5 •••.•• County and State ....••.••.•..••• ,..... 1959 and 1954. All farm operators ••••••••.••••••••••••••••..•••• Off~farrn work and other income. 
County table 6...... County and State...................... 1959 und 1954. All farm operators ............................... Residence. 

1959 VOLUME II 

Chapter II: 
Table 19. •• • •• • • • Region and State...................... 1940 to 1959 •• All farm operators •••..••••••••.••.••..•••••••••• Age of operator. 
Table 20 .••••••• , Region and State...................... 1959 ••••• , •••• All farm operators by tenure •.••••.•••.••..••••. , Age of operator. 
Table 21 •••••• , • • Region and State •. ,,.,................ 1940 to 1959 •• All farm operators •••..••••••••••••••.•••..••••.• Residence. 

Table 22 ••••••• ,. Region and Stste.. •••••••• •• . ••••• •• •• 1959 •••••••••• All farm operators by tenure •••..•..•.•.•••••.•.• Residence. 
Table 23.. •. . . . . . Region and State...................... 1945 to 1959., All farm operators ••••••••••.•••••.••••.••••.•.•. Years on fann. 
Table 25 ••••••• , , Region and State...................... 1959., •••••••• All farm operators •••.••••....••...•...•••..•••.• Months and years of oc:cupancy. 

Table 26., •• ,., •• Region and State...................... 1934 to 1959 •• All farm operators ••..•.•••...••...••.••••..•••.• Off-farm work. 
Table 27......... Region and State...................... 1959 ••••••.•.. All farm operators by tenure ..••••.•••.••••••••.• Off-farm work and other income. 
Table 28 ••• , •• ,.. Region and State...................... 1959 and 1954. All farm operators............................... Other income. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Definitions and explanations-For definitions 
having a general application, such as those 
for "a farm," "farms or farms reporting," and 
"operators reporting," the classification of 
farms by tenure of operator and economic class 
of farm, and factors influencing the reliability 
of the data, see the introduction to this 
volume. 

Farm operator-A farm operator is a person 
who operates a farm either performing the 
labor himself or directly supervising it. He 
may be an owner, a hired manager, or a tenant. 
In the case of a partnership, the operator 
characteristics were tabulated for only the 
senior partner, although other partners and 
persons in their households were included in 
the tabulation for all persons. The number of 
farm operators is considered to be the same as 
the number of farms and the number of house­
holds. 
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1 Section 6.-RACE, AGE, RESIDENCE, Off.fARM WORK, AND RECREATION INCOM~r 
ln orJN to ,1,,~"1\ t.orm\ 1n 10ur •••unn. ,.., nttd "'m< 1nlmm~w>n rc~ or•l•n~ •ou .<ml 
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1 1 ) :JI! 1 :f! I 1 \X'h.u rM<.} 
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RECREATION INCOME I ~ 
254. Wo1 ony Income eorn ... this year, or will ony Income be earned 

~.o:n"e';;~~~;:G~::~~~e::l~~:""~~~~ .. ;:'~?camplng, "eardlng Gnd lodging, No O Yes O _ 
(If "No.'' mo•k X 1'14 ll•o to QlltUI•Otl (256).) 

255. How much WGI or will be yGur grou Income in 1964 from boarding Gnd 
lodging, and recrecttlonal octl"ltle1 Gnd fGCIUtleJ on thl1 place? $ ___ IIU -

Residence-Farm operators were classified by 
residence on the basis of whether or not they 
lived on the farm operated any time during 
1964. In cases where a farm operator rented 
all land from others and secured the use of a 
dwelling as part of the rental agreement, the 



enumerator was instructed to consider the 
dwelling as part of the farm operated. The 
dwelling assigned may or may not have been 
on the tract assigned for the production of 
crops. Similarly, a farm operator who did not 
live on the land bein'g operated but who had 
some agricultural operations (other than a 
home garden) at his dwelling was considered 
as living on the farm operated. 

Data as to residence of farm operators have 
been obtained for the last six censuses begin­
ning with 1940. The wording of the inquiry 
for the four censuses since 1950 has been 
basically the same except that for 1964 the 
wording was changed from "on this place" 
to "any part of this place." The instructions to 
the enumerators in 1964 were to include opera­
tors as living on the farm if they lived on the 
place "any time" during the year. Farm activ­
ities in certain areas are restricted to short, 
but rather definite periods, especially in areas 
producing vegetables, fruits, nuts, wheat, and 
other small grains. In such cases the operator 
may live in nearby urban areas or at a con­
siderable distance from the land he operates, 
being on his farm only during the planting and 
harvesting seasons. For previous censuses the 
time limitation "any time" was not used. These 
instructions used for 1964 do not have a 
significant effect on the comparability ·of the 
data with previous censuses. 

Years on present farm (year began operation 
of present farm)-The year refers to the first 
year during which the farm operator has been 
continuously in charge of any part of his place 
and does not refer to the total years of farm 
experience. For a farm operator who moved 
from another farm, the years· on his present 
farm represent only part of his experience as 
a farmer. The data for years on present farm 
reflect the stability of operators on particular 
farms. Data obtained from this inquiry are 
presented under two headings, as follows: 
(a) operators by number of years on present 
farm and (b) operators by actual year began 
operation of present farm. When the data are 
presented in terms of the replies to the ques­
tionnaire inquiry, the term "year of occupancy" 
is used. For comparison with prior censuses, 
the data are expressed as "years on present 
farm." 

Information for years on farm has been ob­
tained for each census beginning with 1910. 
In the censuses of 1964, 1959, 1954, 1950, 1930, 
and 1925, the inquiry called for the month as 
well as the year of occupancy. In 1964, data for 
month of occupancy was not tabulated, hence, 
data are not presented in this chapter. For 

1945, 1940, and 1935, the inquiry called for 
only the year of occupancy. The questionnaires 
for 1920 and 1910 asked for the number of 
years and months the operator had operated 
the farm occupied at the time of the census. 

The data for years on the present farm for 
1964 are not fully comparable with those for 
other censuses. For each census, the data for 
years on farm have been summarized by 
groups of years-on-present-farm. The number 
of years or months comprising these groups 
of years-<;m-present-farm have not always been 
the same, largely because of changes in the 
date of the census enumeration. Major groups 
of years-on-farm used for compiling the data 
are: Less than 5 years, 5 to 9 years, 10 to 14 
years, and 15 years or more. The group "less 
than 5 years" has been subdivided for some 
censuses. 

The grouping of farm operators in each 
years-on-farm group has generally been made 
on the basis of the calendar year in which 
the farm operator began to operate his present 
farm. However, the enumeration dates for the 
census enumerations have been January 1, 
April 1, April 15, and October and November 
for censuses taken since 1910. Thus, for the 
year in which the census was taken, the 
el.apsed time from the beginning of the calen­
dar year to the date of the census enumeration 
has been 0, 3, 3112, and 9 to 10 months for 
various censuses. Likewise, the elapsed time 
from the date of the census enumeration to the 

·end of the calendar year varies from census to 
census. The difference in the elapsed time 
from the date· of the census enumeration are 
shown in table 1 for each group of "years on 
farm" for each census since 1925. The follow­
ing are shown for each census year: 
(a) The year of occupancy represented by each 
column; (b) the exact period included in the 
group, expressed as years and months from 
the census starting date, as well as an indica­
tion of how these periods relate to the calen­
dar year; (c) the United States total for each 
group; and (d) the proportion of all farm 
operators in each group. The column in which 
each total is entered indicates the years-on­
farm group in which this particular classifica­
tion is shown. 

The difference between censuses in elapsed 
time from the beginning of the calendar year 
to the date of the census enumeration affects 
the comparability of data much more for the 
years-on-farm group under 5 years than for the 
years-on-farm groups of 5 to 9, 10 to 14, and 
15 years or more. 
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Household-For the purposes of the agricul­
ture census, the farm operator's household 
was defined to include the house or dwelling 
in which the farm operator lived regardless of 
whether the house was located on or off the 
farm. All persons, regardless of relationship, 
usually living with the farm operator, were in­
cluded in the tabulation as persons living in 
farm-operator households. The person in 
charge of the farm (farm operator) may or 
may not have been the head of the household; 
he may have been the son, a relative, or even 
a nonrelative of the head of the household. For 
partnerships, the instructions on the question­
naire were to include all partners and all per­
sons usually living with each of them. 

Instructions specified that relatives, non­
relatives, and persons temporarily absent, such 
as persons on vacation or in hospitals, living 
with the farm operator were to be included as 
members of the household. Nonrelatives in­
cluded persons such as hired laborers, lodgers, 

hired employees performing housework, etc. 
Persons excluded as members of the house­
hold included the students away at school, 
persons away in the Armed Forces or in insti­
tutions, persons usually not living in the house, 
such as guests or visitors, and persons living 
in bunkhouses, employee quarters, or in other 
dwellings on the farm. 

For this chapter, data for persons living in 
farm-operator households include data for the 
farm operator unless otherwise specified in 
the table title, stub, or column heading. For 
items or characteristics which are significantly 
different for farm operators and other mem­
bers of households, separate totals are pro­
vided. A facsimile of the household section of 
the agriculture questionnaire is provided for 
reference. All data in this chapter, except for 
age of farm operator, summarized from this 
section, are estimates based on only a 20-per­
cent sample of farms. 
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For agriculture censuses prior to 1964, in­
formation on the characteristics of farm-opera­
tor households was not obtained. Data from 
the 1960 Census of Population for rural-farm 
population provide comparisons, although the 
data are not fully comparable to that for farm­
operator households. The rural farm popula­
tion contains a sizable number of farm labor­
ers and farm landlords that are not included 
in the population of farm-operator households. 
Also, not all farm-operator households were 
included in the rural-farm population. Based 
on tabulations from the 1960 Census of Popu­
lation, it is estimated that about 20 percent of 
the farm-operator households were not in­
cluded in the rural-farm population. 

Race-The farm operator was asked to classify 
himself as white, Negro, or other. The color of 
other member5 ofthe household was' assumed to 
·be the1 same, as that of' the farm,operator., For this 
chapter, data by color (white and nonwhite) of 
operator, with only a few exceptions, are pro­
vided for the South only. For questionnaires 
not having race reported, the race of operator 
was imputed on the basis of the race of the 
farm operator for an adjacent farm of similar 
size; therefore, all farm operators are clas­
sified by race. 

Age-Age of the farm operator and other house­
hold members was defined to be the age at 
last birthday before the census enumeration. 
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For questionnaires with age of operators not 
reported, the age was imputed on the basis of 
the age of the farm operator of an adjacent 
farm of similar size. For tabulation purposes 
all operators were classified into one of six 
age groups: Under 25, 25 to 34, 35 to 44, 45 to 54, 
55 to 64, and 65 years or more. The average age 
of farm operators in 1964 was calculated by 
dividing the sum of the years of age for opera­
tors by the number of farm operators. Data 
are provided also for other members of the 
household for 10 age groups by sex. For ques­
tionnaires with incomplete reports of sex and/ 
or age, these items were imputed on the basis 
of the age and/ or sex distribution shown for 
an adjacent farm of a similar economic class. 

A distribution of farm operators by age, by 
color, and by tenure has been made for each 
decennial census beginning with 1910 and for 
the mid-decennial censuses of 1945, 1954, and 
1964. No data on age of operator were obtained 
in the censuses of 1925 and 1935. The cen­
suses of population for 1890 and 1900 included 
a classification of heads of families occupying 
farm homes by age groups. For censuses from 
1900 to 1959, no attempt was made to impute 
age data for farm operators not reporting age. 
The number of operators reporting age and 
the number of operators not reporting age are 
presented in this chapter. For the census of 
1890, operators not reporting age were dis­
tributed among the age groups. 

Education-The level of education was defined 
to be the highest grade or year of school com­
pleted. Education data were obtained for the 
farm operator and each member of the house­
hold 10 years of age or more, although data 
for level of education were tabulated only for 
persons 14 years and over. Separate data are 
available for farm operators for five age groups 
by seven level-of-education groups. Data are 
also available for all members of the house­
hold including the farm operator for three age 
groups by seven level-of-education groups. For 
questionnaires having incomplete reports of 
level of education, the missing data were im­
puted on the basis of the data given for an 
adjacent farm of the same economic class. 

Off-farm work-For 1964, the number of days 
worked on other farms and the number of 
days worked at nonfarm jobs were obtained 
for farm operators and for other persons 10 
years of age or more in the household. The 
enumerators were instructed to count part 
days worked as full days. During the process­
ing of the census, data for off-farm work were 
imputed only for cases where either race or 
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age or both were imputed for the farm opera­
tor or for members of the household. 

Data for off-farm work are presented sepa­
rately for farm operators and for other persons 
in the household. Distribution by the number 
of days worked off farm in 1964 is shown 
separately for each group. The total number 
of days worked on other farms and at nonfarm 
jobs are also presented for each group. 

Information on work off the farm by farm 
operators has been obtained for each census 
beginning with 1930. The wording of the in­
quiry has varied somewhat for the different 
censuses. In 1940, the inquiry covered the total 
number of days the operator worked off the 
farm for pay or income, with supplemental in­
quiries for (a) the number of days spent at 
farm work not connected with the farm oper­
ated and (b) the number of days spent at non­
farm jobs, businesses, or professions. The 
1930 inquiry specified "work for pay at jobs not 
connected with the farm you operate." The 
enumerator was specifically instructed to omit 
exchange labor for each census except 1940. 

For 1959, ·farm operators reporting "none" 
for days of work off farm and those not report­
ing as to off-farm work were not tabulated 
separately. For the 1935, 1940, 1950, and 1954 
censuses, data are given separately for farm 
operators reporting "none" for days of work off 
farm in Volume II, General Report, 1954 Cen­
sus of Agriculture. The proportion of the farm 
operators for whom the inquiry regarding off­
farm work was not reported, varied from 1.4 
percent in 1954, to 7.8 percent in 1939. Com­
parative data for farm operators reporting off­
farm work by other members of their families 
are available only for 1959 and 1954. Informa­
tion for the 1959 and 1954 censuses was 
obtained from a single "yes" or "no" type in­
quiry about the family, whereas, for 1964, the 
data were obtained from inquiries for each 
member of the household. 

Income from sources other than the farm 
operated-Information was secured for each 
person 10 years of age or more in the farm 
operator's household regarding the amount of 
income received in 1964 from each of four 
income source groups as follows: 

Wages and salaries-The amount of income 
received in 1964 from wages, salaries, com­
missions, and tips from all jobs (farm and 
nonfarm) was to be reported. The totals 
were to include piece-rate payments, cash 
bonuses, Armed Forces and National Guard 
pay, and cash wages paid by the farm opera-



tor to members of his family for farm work, 
or to hired workers living in his household. 
The amount of income was to represent the 
total money received or earned before taxes 
and other deductions. The value of food, cloth­
ing, housing, or other services was not to be 
included as part of wages and salaries. 

Income from nonfarm business or profes­
sion-The net amount of income (net money 
income after business expenses) received in 
19c4 from the operation of a nonfarm busi­
ness or profession. The nonfarm business or 
professional practice may have been located 
on or off the place. Nonfarm businesses in­
clude such enterprises as the operation of 
a retail store, filling station, feed mill, cotton 
gin, etc. Professional practice includes the 
work of a doctor, dentist, lawyer, writer, or 
other professional person working on his 
own account and not in the employ of some­
one else. 

Social Security, pensions, veteran and wel­
fare payments-Income to be reported from 
this source included U.S. Social Security 
payments; pension payments or survivors' 
benefits received from U.S. Bureau of Old 
Age and Survivors' Insurance; retirement 
and disability payments; annuities received 
from Veterans' Administration; pensions or 
retirement benefits received from Federal, 
State, county, or local governments; retire­
ment benefits from the Railroad Retirement 
Board; unemployment insurance payments, 
compensation for injuries incurred atwork; 
money received from welfare and relief · 
agencies; and military allotments for de­
pendents. 

Rent from farm and nonfarm property, in­
terest, dividends, etc.-This source was to 
include net income from the rental of farm­
land, buildings, machinery, equipment, 
stores, etc. The total was to include not only 
cash rent, but also the value of sales of the 
share of farm products received as rent. In 
obtaining net income, such expenses as 
taxes, insurance, repairs, depreciation, and 
interest on mortgages and loans on property 
rented to others were to be deducted from 
gross receipts. This source was to include 
Soil Bank payments, Feed Grain Program 
payments, receipts from oil leases, net in­
come from ClJstom work, income from 
estates and trusts, income from insurance 
policies or_ annuities, alimony, and funds 
received from persons not living in the farm 
operator's household. 

Data for the number of farm operators re­
porting some other income from sources other 
than the farm operated are available for the 
1959 and 1954 censuses. These data are not 
completely comparable with data for 1964. 
Data for 1959 and 1954 were obtained by ask­
ing the farm operator if he had income from 
other sources; whereas, in 1964, the farm 
operator was asked to report the amount of 
income from the four sources described above. 

Relationship of income from off-farm sources 
to value of agricultural products sold-Since 
1954, farms have been classified as to whether 
or not the off-farm income of the family or 
household was greater than the value of agri­
cultural products sold from the farm. For 1964, 
the classification was made by adding the dol­
lars of off-farm income from each source for 
all members of the operator's household and 
comparing the total with the value of agricul­
tural products sold from the farm. For 1959 
and 1954, the comparison was made by the 
farm operator on the basis of his answer to a 
single "yes" or "no" question. This question 
referred to the income of the operator and his 
family only. 

Commercial farms-For 1964, commercial 
farms comprised all farms with sales of agri­
cultural products of $2,500 and over and farms 
with sales of less than $2,500 provided the farm 
operator was (1) under 65 years of age and 
(2) that the farm operator did not work off the 
farm 100 days or more in 1964. For 1959, farms 
with sales of less than $2,500 were classified 
as commercial farms if the operator was (1) 
under 65 years of age, (2) if the operator did 
not work off the farm 100 days or more, or 
(3) if the operator stated that the income he 

. and members of his family received from 
sources other than the farm operated did not 
exceed the value of farm products sold. This 
difference in criteria for the classification of 
farms with a value of farm products sold of 
less than $2,500 resulted in the inclusion of 
158,000 farms counted as commercial farms 
for 1964, which would not have been counted 
as commercial farms for 1959. For additional 
explanation of this difference see chapter 6 
of this volume. 

Other farms-For 1964 and 1959, other farms 
comprised all part-time, part-retirement, and 
abnormal farms. In short, these farms were 
defined as other than commercial farms which 
are described above. 

501 



CHARACTERISTICS OF FARM 
OPERATORS, 1964 

Age of operator-Data for and by age of farm 
operators provide an important means of 
understanding the organization of agriculture 
and a basis for foreseeing changes. Age of 
operator is closely related to a number of 
important farm characteristics. For example, 
farm operators 35 to 44 years of age tend to 
operate larger farms with higher values of 
land and buildings, harvest larger acreages of 
crops, sell a greater amount of farm products, 
have a larger amount of nonfarm income, work 
more days off the farm, and have larger house­
holds than any other operator age group. 

In comparison with farms of farm operators 
35 to 44 years of age, the farms operated by 
farm operators 65 years old and over, the aver­
age size of farm was 30 percent less, the aver­
age value of land and buildings per farm was 
43 percent less, the average acreage of crop­
land harvested per farm was 60 percent less, 
the average value of farm products sold per 
farm was 63 percent less, the average amount 
of income from sources other than the farm 
operated per farm was 40 percent less, and 
the average number of days worked off the 
farm by the farm operator was 86 percent less. 

Selected subjects 

Number of farm operators ..•••......•••••••.•••• 
Land in farms .•••••.••.••••.••.••.•.•••••••••.• 
Value of land and buildings .••.••••• ~ ••••..•••• 
Cropland harvested •.•••..•..••.••••.•••.••••••• 
Value of farm products sold ..••..••.••••••..••• 

Income of household from nonfarm sources ••••••• 
Days worked off farm by operator ••.•...•••••••. 
Persons in farm-operator households ••••••.••••• 
Operators with 4 or more years of high school. • 
Number of chickens 4 months old and over ••••••• 

Number of cattle and calves on hand ..••.•.•••.• 
Number of hogs and pigs on hand •.•.•••••••..•.• 
Acres of corn harvested for all purposes ••••••• 
Acres of sorghum harvested for grain •••••••••.• 
Acres of wheat harvested •••••...•.•...•••.•••.• 
Acres of cot ton harvested •••••••••••••..•.••••• 

For 1964, the average age of farm operators 
for the United States was 51.3 years. Of the 
three regions, farm operators in the South, 
with an average age of 52.4 were the oldest. 
Only in 11 of the 50 States was the average age 
of all farm operators under 50 years. 

Only about one of every 10 operators was 
under 35 years of age, while two-fifths were 
over 55 years of age. Over two-thirds of all 
operators were 45 years old or over. In the South, 
slightly over 70 percent of the operators were 
over 45 years of age. Of the 548,000 operators 
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Total 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

Age of farm operator 

Selected i temG Total Under 
35 45 55 65 

35 
to to to years 
44 54 6L, and 

years years years years over 

Average size of farm •• acres •. 351.6 341.8 394.1 380.5 341.3 276.2 
Average value of land 

and buildings .....• dollars., 50,646 53,066 60 '794 55,682 46,594 34,1-t77 
Average cropland 

harvested ••..•••••• , .acres •• 85.0 110.4 114.8 102.0 80.5 46.2 
Average value of farm 

products sold •••.•. dollars •• 11,176 12,787 14,612 12,716 9,839 5,436 
Average income of house-

hold from nonfarm 
sources ..••.....••• dollars •• 3,183 3,208 3,773 3,611 2,826 2,282 

Average days worked off 
farm by operator •••••• days .• 79.1 110.6 111.1 94.2 65.3 15.7 

Average size of house-
hold .••.••••••..••• persons •• 3.6 L, .3 4.9 3.7 2.8 2.3 

Farm operators in the 35 to 54 age group 
operate farms having more than half of the 
farm resources, such as land, cropland, etc., 
and produce more than half of all livestock 
and crops. Operators 35 to 44 years of age have 
proportionately more of the farm resources 
and production than any other age group. 
Operators 55 years and over, as a group, have 
a less than proportionate share of the re­
sources and farm production than other age 
groups. The following table provides some data 
showing the proportion of a number of select­
ed items on farms operated by operators in 
the various age groups. 

Age of farm operator 

Under 35 35 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 years 
years years years years and over 

11.5 20.7 27.0 23.5 17.4 
11.2 23.2 29.2 22.8 13.6 
11.9 24.8 29.6 21.7 11.9 
13.9 26.1 30.3 20.8 8.8 
13.1 27.1 30.7 20.7 8.4 

11.4 24.6 30.6 21.0 12.4 
15.8 29.1 32.2 19.5 3.4 
13.5 28.4 28.4 18.4 11.4 
20.9 28.7 26.8 15.6 8.1 
10.7 26.3 32.5 22.0 8.4 

11.9 24.7 29.5 22.2 11.7 
16.9 28.0 29.2 18.9 6.9 
16.0 27.2 29.8 19.6 7.4 
16.5 27.1 29.7 20.0 6.7 
13.2 26.2 30.8 21.1 8.7 
12.9 25.2 32.3 22.4 7.2 

65 years old and over, over 93 percent owned 
at least part of the farm they operated in 1964. 
In comparison, less than 60 percent of the 
operators under 35 years old owned any por­
tion of their farm. By age 45, 77 percent of the 
operators owned some portion of the land they 
operated. Of the operators renting all the land 
they operated, more than half were under 
45 years of age; only 6 percent were 65 years 
old or over. The following table provides 
for a percent distribution of operators within 
age groups by tenure. 



All farm Tenure of farm operator 

Age of operator oper-
Full Part a tors t'~anagers Tenants 

owners owners 

Total ............. 100.0 57.6 24.8 0.6 17.1 

Under 35 years •...... 100.0 35,1 23.7 0.8 40.4 
35 to M. years ....... 100.0 46,/+ 30.7 0.7 22.1 
45 to 54 year::: ..... , . 100.0 

''· ,0 
29.8 0.6 15.6 

55 to 61-t years ....... 100.0 64.8 23.6 0.5 11.1 
65 or more years .... , 100.0 81.6 12.1 0.3 6.0 

Residence of farm operator-In 1964, 90.5 per­
cent of the farm operators reported that they 
lived on the farm they operated. The propor­
tion of operators living on the farm varied from 
92 percent in the North, to 87 percent in the 
West. Off-farm residence was most frequent in 
areas in which farming operations were sea­
sonal in nature or required less day-by-day 
supervision. A high proportion of non-resident 
farm operators is found in the cash-grain 
areas of the Great Plains and the ranch, 
vegetable, and fruit and nut producing areas 
of the West. 

Table 2 presents data for the residence of 
farm operators for counties with 150 or more 
non-resident farm operators in 1964, provided 
non-resident operators represent 20 percent or 
more of all farm operators in the county. 

Years on present farm-In 1964, 36 percent of 
the farm operators had been operating at least 
a part of their farms for a period. of less tha.n 10 
years. About one-third of the operators had 
been operating their present farm for 20 years 
or more. Of the farm operators in the West, 
41 percent have operated their farms for less 
than 10 years and only 28 percent have oper­
ated the same farm more ~than 20 years. · 

The percent distribution of operators by year 
each began operation of present farm, is pro­
vided in the following table for the United 
States and the three regions. 

Year operator began operating farm 

Regi9n Total 1963 1960 1955 1950 1945 1940 
Before and to to to to to 1940 

1964 1962 1959 1954 1949 1944 

United states ......• 100.0 ?·1 12.4 15.7 14.9 16.0 11.6 21.3 

North •........... 100.0 7.1 11.2 15.9 15.1 16.8 12.3 21.6 
South •...... , .... 100.0 8.6 13.4 15.2 14.8 15.3 11.1 21.7 
\Vest ••..•.••••••. 100.0 10.1 13.9 17.4 14.9 15.4 10.0 18.3 

Owner-operators have operated their present 
farms longer than tenant operators. About 70 
percent of the owners have operated their 
present farms 10 years or longer; only 38 per­
cent of the tenants have operated their farms 
10 years or longer. About 41 percent of the 

tenants have operated their farms for less 
than 5 years, 18 percent, less than 2 years. 

Less than 5 
years 

5 to 9 
10 or 

Tenure Total rtorr~ 

2 years 
years years 

Total 
or less 

Total .................. 100.0 20.5 8.1 15.7 63.8 

Full owners ...........•..• 100.0 16.7 6.3 14.1 1)9.2 

Part owners •............•. 100.0 14.7 4.0 15.5 69.8 
Managers •...... 100.0 34.8 15.5 20.6 44.7 
Tenants •.................. 100.0 41.1 18.3 21.2 37.7 

Education of farm operators-One-third of all 
farm operators in 1964 had completed 12 years 
or more of school, and one out of ten had 
completed one year or more of college. Almost 
half (49 percent) of all farm operators were 
reported having an eighth grade education or 
less. Farm operators in the West had the high­
est educational attainment by region. There, 
over one-half of all operators had a minimum 
of 4 years or more of high school and about 
20 percent had completed one year or more of 
college. These proportions in the West were 
about double the educational levels reported 
by farm operators in the South, where only 
one of four operators reported 4 years or more 
of high school, and less than one out of 10 
reported one year or more of college. 

The educational level of farm operators 
varies significantly with their age. Of the 356,-
000 farm operators under 35 years of age, over 
63 percent had completed high school. In com­
parison, less than 16 percent of the 546,000 
operators 65 years of age and over had com­
pleted· at least 4 years of high school. The 
greatest difference in the level of education 
among the various age groups appears in the 
proportion of operators with 8 years or less of 
elementary school and with 4 years of high 
school. For example, the proportion of opera­
tors completing only the eighth grade ranges 
from 13 percent for operators under 35 years 
of age, to 34 percent for operators 65 years old 
and over. Again, a significantly higher propor­
tion of farm operators in the West than those 
for any other region in all age groups, have 
4 years of high school or some college edu­
cation. Over 77 percent of the operators under 
35 years of age in the West have completed at 
least 4 years of high school, and over 11 per­
cent have completed 4 years of college. In the 
North, 70 percent of the operators under 35 
years of age, and in the South, 50.1 percent of 
the operators under 35 years of age, have com­
pleted at least 4 years of high school. 
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Elementary High School College 

Region and age group 
Total 

United States, total. .......... , 100.0 

Under .35 years . .................... 100.0 
35 to 44 years ..................... 100.0 
45 to 54 years . .. o •••• o ••• o • o • o •••• 100.0 
55 to 64 years . ... o •••••••• o ••••••• 100.0 
65 years and over ..... o •••• o •••• o. o 100.0 

North, total ..... o •• o ••••••••••• 100.0 

Under 35 years ........... o ••• o ••• o • 100.0 
35 to 44 years . ............. o ••••• o 100.0 
45 to 54 years. o o ••• o ••••••• o ••••• o 100.0 
55 to 64 years . .. o •••••••••• o •••• o • 100.0 
6.5 years and over. o • o • •• o ••••••• o •• 100.0 

South, total. o o. o. o. o. o •• , o •• , •• 100.0 

U:'lder .35 years . ............ o o o • •••• 100.0 
35 to 44 years .................... , 100.0 
45 to 54 years • , .... o •••••••••••••• 100.0 
55 to 64 years ................ o •••• 100.0 
65 years end over ...... o ••••••••••• 100.0 

West, total ... o o •••••••• o. o. o. o. 100.0 

Under 35 years ......... o ••••••• o •• o '100.0 
35 to 44 years .... o • o • o. o •••••••••• 100.0 
45 to 54 years .. ... o. o •••••• o •••••• 100.0 
55 to 64 years ..................... 100.0 
65 years and over ................ o o 100.0 

Farm operators under 45 years of age, repre­
senting less than one-third of all operators, 
account for 53 percent of all operators with a 
maximum of 4 years of high school completed 
and 40 percent of the operators with 4 years or 
more of college completed. Operators 55 years 

0 to 4 
years 

7.1 

2.1 
3.6 
5.8 
8.9 

14.3 

2.0 

0.3 
0.5 
1.0 
2.5 
6.6 

13.6 

5.1 
8.3 

12.1 
16.1 
21.9 

2.8 

0.6 
l.O 
1.5 
3.8 
7.9 

5 to 7 8 l to 3 4 l to 3 4 years 
years years years years years or more 

14.8 26.9 17.0 24.2 5.7 4.4 

6.0 13.0 15.6 49.1 8.4 5.8 
9.4 20.5 19.3 35.2 6.8 5.2 

14.1 27.6 18.5 24.2 5.4 4.3 
19.0 33.0 16.5 13.9 4.7 4.0 
22.2 34.4 13.2 8.6 4.1 3.2 

7.9 35.7 14.7 30.9 5.3 3.5 

1.7 14.7 13.1 58.1 7.8 4.4 
3.3 26.4 16.1 44.0 6.0 3.8 
6.6 37.5 15.7 30.7 5.1 3.4 

11.7 45.8 14.8 17.1 4.7 3.3 
16.2 48.6 12.3 9.8 3.8 2.7 

23.9 18.7 19.3 15.1 4.8 4.5 

13.0 12.0 19.8 36.3 7.3 6.5 
18.8 15.3 23.7 22.0 6.1 5.9 
24.4 18.4 21.8 14.7 4.4 4.3 
27.8 21.4 17.9 9.0 3.9 3.9 
28.6 22.3 13.5 6.5 3.9 3.2 

7.0 21.6 17.0 32.1 ll.l 8.4 

1.6 6.8 13.4 48.9 17.2 11.4 
3.0 12.2 17.4 43.1 13.4 9.9 
5.5 21.3 17.7 34.8 ll.l 8.1 

10.2 29.1 18.3 22.1 9.0 7.4 
14.6 34.5 15.5 14.6 6.9 5.9 

or more in age, representing 41 percent of the 

total, account for only 20 percent of the opera­

tors with a maximum of 4 years of high school 
completed and 34 percent of those with 4 or 
mere years of college. 

All farm 
Elementary School High School College 

Age of operator operators o·to 4 
years 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••• 100.0 100.0 

Under 35 years ••..•.••....••• 11.3 
35 to 44 years ••....•.•.•.••• 20.8 
45 to 54 years ••••.•...•••.•• 27.0 
55 to 64 years •..•....•..•••• 23.6 
65 years or more .............. 17.3 

Operators of farms in the higher economic 
classes of farms tend to have higher educa­
tional levels than those in the lower economic 
classes. Over 60 percent of the operators of 
class I farms ($40,000 or more of farm prod­
ucts sold) have completed a minimum of 4 
years of high school, and 11 percent have com-

3.4 
10.6 
22.0 
29.5 
34.6 

Elementary 

Economic class of 
Total ram Oto4 5 to 7 

years years 

All rama ...... 100.0 7.1 14.8 

Commercial farms ••••• 100.0 6.1 13.3 

Class I ....•.••••• 100.0 1.6 5.8 
Class II .......... 100.0 1.6 6.5 
Class III ......... 100.0 2.5 8.5 
Class IV .......... 100.0 5.0 12.7 
Class V ........... 100.0 8.2 16.7 
Class VI .......... 100.0 15.3 25.0 

Other rams .......... 100.0 9.4 17.8 

Part-time ••••••••• 100,0 4.9 14.0 
Part-retirement ••• 100.0 17.6 24.9 
Abnome1 .......... 100.0 1.2 s:o 

5 to 7 8 1 to 3 4 1 to 3 4 years 
years years years years years or more 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

4.6 5.4 10.4 22.9 16.8 14.9 
13.2 15.8 23.6 30.3 25.0 24.8 
25.9. 27.7 29.5 27.1 25.9 26.3 
30.4 29.0 23.1 13.6 19.8 21.3 
26.0 22.1 13.5 6.2 12.5 12.8 

pleted 4 years or more of college. In compari­

son, of the operators of class V farms ($2,500 

to $4,999 of farm products sold) only 29 per­
cent have completed a minimum of 4 years of 
high school and only 3.9 percent have com­
pleted 4 or more years of college. 

High School College 

8 l to 3 4 1 to 3 4 years 
years years years years or more 

26.9 17.0 24.2 5.7 4.4 

27.4 16.6 26.4 6.0 4.2 

15.4 16.2 36.8 12.9 11.3 
21.3 17.2 38.8 8.8 5.8 
28.1 17.0 33,8 6.3 3.8 
31,9 16.7 25.2 5.1 3.4 
29.8 16.5 20.3 4.7 3.9 
26.5 15.9 11.8 3.3 2.2 

25.8 17:7 19.4 5.0 ·4.8 
22.0 20.9 26.3 5.9 6.0 
32.9 12.0 6,8 3.2 2.6 
12.7 11.5 31.8. 11.2 26.6 505 



Operators of part-time farms have a greater 
proportion of operators with at least 4 years of 
high school than do operators of all commer­
cial farms, and also a greater proportion than 
do the operators of class IV, class V, and class 
VI farms. 

Only 13 percent of the operators of part­
retirement farms had completed at least 4 

. years of high school and only 57.5 percent had 
completed 8 years or more of schooling. 

Off-farm work by the farm operator-In 1964, 
46 percent of all farm operators reported some 
days worked off their farms; 32 percent re­
ported working 100 days or more. Almost one­
half of the farm operators in the West reported 
some work off farm, compared to 49 percent in 
the South, and 43 percent in the North. Of all 
operators reporting work off their farms, 69 per-

cent reported working 100 days or more, and 
56 percent reported working 200 days or more. 
In the West, 62 percent of the operators re­
porting work off farm reported working 200 
days or more; whereas, in the North only 52 
percent reported 200 days or more. 

The proportion of farm operators working 
and the number of days worked in 1964 varies 
according to age of the operator. Of the farm 
operators under 35 years of age, 63 percent 
reported working off their farms, compared to 
54 percent of the operators 45 to 54 years of 
age, and to 14 percent of the operators 65 years 
and over. Of the operators reporting some off­
farm work the proportion working 200 days or 
more off farm ranged from 63 percent of the 
operators 35 to 44 years of age to 30 percent 
for operators 65 years of age ana over. 

Percent of 
Percent of operators by number of days worked Percent of total 

Total a.ll operators Age of operators reporting 
working off work Under 25 to 99 

farm 25 days 

Total ••••• ,., ••• 46.3 100.0 15.6 

Under 35 years .•••. 62.8 100.0 14.5 
35 to 44 years ..... 60.5 100.0 13.0 
45 to 54 years .•••• 53.7 100.0 14.2 
55 to 64 years ..•. , 41.1 100.0 17.9 
65 years and over •. 14.0 100.0 31.4 

For operators of commercial farms among 
the various ownership categories, there were 
no significant differences in the proportion of 
operators reporting work off the farm in 1964. 

days 

15.1 

15.2 
12.7 
14.1 
17.1 
25.2 

off farm days worked 

100 to 150 to 200 days On other At nonfarm 
149 days 199 days or more farms jobs 

8.3 4.6 56.4 4.1 95.9 

7.8 4.1 58.5 ~,o 94.0 
7.6 4.2 62.5 3.7 96.3 
8.4 4.8 58.5 3.6 96.4 
9.1 5.6 50.3 4.1 95.9 
9.5 3.5 30.4 5.3 94.7 

However, the proportron ot all operators worK­
ing 100 days or more off farm is somewhat 
higher for owner operators than for tenant 
operators. 

J Percent of operators by number of days worked Percent of total 
Percent of all Total 1 off farm days worked 

Economic class operators working reporting 
off farm work Under 

25 days 

Total •••••••••• 46.3 100.0 15.6 

Connrercial farms ••••• 35.4 100.0 27.7 
Class I ......... o. 20.7 100.0 35.0 
Class II .......... 26.6 100.0 40.3 
Class III ....•.. o. 31.4 100.0 34.5 
Class IV ••• o ••• o •• 39.5 100,0 23.6 
Class v ......... o o 48.7 100.0 15.4 
Class VI •••••••••• 30.9 100.0 40.7 

Other farms •••.• o ••• o 69.8 100.0 2.3 
Part-ti.n:e •••• o •••• 100.0 100.0 -
Part-retirement. o. 15.1 100.0 29.6 
Abnormal ••.•••.••• 22.9 100.0 11.0 

Of the total 250 million days worked off the 
farm by farm operators in 1964, 96 percent 
were worked at nonfarm jobs. Only 4 percent 
of the days were worked on other farms. The 
average farm operator' who worked off farm, 
worked 171 days in 1964. By age of operator the 
average days worked were as follows: 

5.06 

Age of operator 

Under 35 years .•..•••.• 
35 to 44 years ..••... o • 

45 to 54 years .... o •••• 

55 to 64 years •...••.. o 

65 years and over. o. o •• 

Average days 
in 1964 

176 
184 
175 
159 
112 

25 to 99 100 to 150 to 200 days On other At nonfarm 
days 149 days 199 days lor more farms jobs 

15.1 8.3 4.6 56.4 4.1 95.9 

27.0 8.0 4.4 32.8 5.9 94.1 
22.0 8.2 3.6 31.2 6.1 93.9 
25.7 7.5 4.0 22.5 7.2 92.8 
26,5 8.8 4.5 25.7 6.9 93.1 
22.5 10.0 5.7 38.1 5.3 94.7 
16.7 9.8 5.5 52.7 4.9 95.1 
59.3 - - - 12.3 87.7 

2.0 8.6 4.9 82.2 3.1 96.9 

- 8.5 5.0 86.6 3.0 197.0 
26.6 10.1 3.6 30.2 5.3 94.7 
8.4 8.2 2.4 69.9 2.9 97.1 

About 35 percent of the operators of com­
mercial farms and nearly 70 percent of opera­
tors of other than commercial farms worked 
off their farms in 1964. By economic class of 
farm, the lower the value of farm products 
sold, the higher the proportion of operators 
working off the farm. Only 28 percent of the 
operators of farms with $10,000 or more in 
value of farm products sold worked off farm; 
whereas, nearly 60 percent of the operators of 
farms with sales of less than $2,500 worked 
off farm. In general, a similar relationship 
exists between the value of farm sales and the 



number of days worked off farm. Of operators 
of commercial farms who reported work off 
farm in 1964, about one out of three worked 
200 days or more off farm compared to more 
than four out of five operators of farms other 
than commercial. 

Off-farm income of farm operators-Income 
from sources other than the farm operated has 
become a significant portion of the farm 
operator's total income. In 1964, farm operators 
received, on the average, $2,360 from off-farm 
sources. Approximately three-fourths of the 
other income received was from earnings, 
wages and salaries, or from the operation of a 
nonfarm business or profession. The remain­
ing one-fourth was Social Security, pensions, 
rent, interest, etc. The average amount of in­
come from sources other than the farm oper­
ated was significantly greater in the West than 
in the other regions as indicated by the follow­
ing data: 

Region 

North •.••.•..••.•.••••• 
South .........•.••..... 
West ••••••••••••••••••• 

Average income 
from sources 
other than 

farm operated 

$2,256 
2,255 
3,344 

The amount and source of other income for 
the farm operator is related closely to age. The 
highest average amount of other income was 
received by operators 35 to 44 years of age. For 
this group, 70 percent of the income was ob­
tained from wages and salaries and almost 
14 percent from the operation of a nonfarm 
business or profession. 

For age of operator groups 45 years and over, 
the average amount of income from nonfarm 
sources declines rapidly along with the propor­
tion of income received from wages and sal­
aries. For operators 65 years and over, 78 per­
cent of the nonfarm income was received from 
nonearnings sources, such as Social Security, 
pensions, rent, interest, etc. For operators 
under 35 years of age, wages and salaries 
made up over three-fourths of the total in­
come from sources other than the farm 
operated. 

Source of income of 
farm operator 

Average off-farm 
income, ............ dollars •• 

Percent distribution: 
All sources .......•..•• 

Wages and salaries, .• , •••• 
Nonfarm business or 
profession ••......•••.... 

Social Security, 
pensions, veterans 
and welfare payments 

Rent from farm and non-
farm property, interest, 
dividends, etc •••••••.••. 

All 
farm 

opera-
tors 

2,360 

100.0 
59.6 

12.8 

7.9 

19.6 

Age of oper.ator 

Under 35 45 55 
35 to 44 to 54 to64 

years years years years 

2,583 3,012 2,603 1,972 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
75.8 69.6 64.6 54.8 

10.9 13.8 14.5 13.6 

1.1 2.0 2.5 5.8 

12.2 14.6 18.4 25.8 

CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS IN 

FARM OPERATOR HOUSEHOLDS 

65 
yeaxs 

and 
over 

1,580 

100.0 
15.2 

6.7 

46.5 

31.6 

Number of persons-In 1964, at the time of the 
census enumeration, farm operators reported 
approximately 11,250,000 persons in their 
households. This number represented only 
5.9 percent of the United States total popula­
tion. Of this 11 million persons, almost 57 per­
cent were 25 years of age or more and 21 per­
cent were 55 years and over. Some 52 percent 
were males and 48 percent females. Between 
ages of less than 1 year to 25 years, there were 
more males than females; however, among 
persons aged 25 to 44 years, the number of 
females exceeded the number of males. For 
age groups 45 years and over, the number of 
males exceeded the number of females. 

In the age group 15 to 19 years, there were 
157,000 fewer females than in the age group 
10 to 14 years. The number of males aged 
15 to 19 was 89,000 less than for the age group 
10 to 14 years. However, the difference in the 

. number of persons in age groups 15 to 19 years 
and 20 to 24 years was 423,000 for males and 
337,000 for females. 

There was an average of 3.6 persons per 
farm-operator household in 1964. The average 
size of household varied from 4.9 persons for 
households with operators 35 to 44 years of 
age, to 2.3 persons for households with opera­
tors 65 years old and over. The proportion of 
persons in various age groups varied signifi­
cantly as the age of the operator increased. For 
operators under 35 years of age, about 42 per-
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cent of the persons in the households were 
under 10 years of age. For operators aged 35 to 
44 years, almost 57 percent of their house­
holds were made up of persons under 20 years 

Subject 

All persons in household ••••••••• 

Average size of household •••••••• 

Percent distribution: 
Total ••••••••.•.••••••••••• 

Under 5 years ................. 
5 to 9 years .................. 
10 to 14 years ................ 
15 to 19 years ••••.••••••••••• 
20 to 24 years ................ 
25 to 34 years ................ 
35 to 44 years ................ 
45 to 54 years .......•.......• 
55 to 64 years •.•....•.....••• 
65 years and over ......•....•. 

All farm 
operators 

11,250,128 

3.6 

100.0 
7.4 

10.0 
12.3 
10.1 
3.4 
7.7 

12.9 
15.1 
12.1 
9.1 

While persons in farm-operator households 
made up 5.9 percent of the total population in 
1964, the percentage that persons in farm­
operator households were of the total, ranged, 
by age group, from 3.2 percent for persons 20 
to 24 years old, to 8.1 percent of all persons 
55 to 64 years of age. The proportion of per­
sons in farm-operator households in the age 
groups 10 to 19 and 35 to 64 years was greater 
than for the same proportion of the same age 
groups for the total population. About 36 per­
cent of the persons in farm-operator house­
holds were 45 years old and over compared to 
only 30 percent of the total population. 

There was a significantly larger proportion of 
males 45 years of age and over in farm-

Persona in farm-
All operator households Males 

peraons1 

Age group (July 1, Farm-" 
1964) 

Number Percent of Total1 operator (1,000) (1,000) total (1,000) households 
(1,000) 

Total, all ages ..... 189,371 11,250 5,9 92,018 5,863 

Under 5 years •......... .20,691 831 4,0 10,555 425 
5 to 9 years •.........• .20,347 1,120 5,5 10,341 578 
10 to 14 years ......... 18,435 1,38'7 7.5 9,371 720 
15 to 19 years ......... 15,974 1,141 7,1 7,933 631 
20 to 24 years ........ , 11,975 381 3,2 5,440 20$ 

25 to 34 years ...••.... 21,556 866 4.0 10,316 1+02 
35 to 44 years,, .. ~· ... 24,195 1,452 6.0 11,660 703 
45 to 54 years •.... , . , . 21,669 1,69? 7,8 10,538 871 
55 to 64 years .•. , .... , 16,673 1,356 8,1 8,009 745 
65 years and over ...... 17,857 1,018 5.7 7,855 579 

Under 35 
years 

1,516,516 

of age. In households with the farm operator 
65 years and over, more than three out of four 
persons in the household were 55 years and 
over. 

Age of operator 

35 to 44 
years 

3,195,824 

45 to 54 
years 

3,189,648 

55 to 64 65 yeare 
years and over 

2,067,146 1,280,994 

4,3 4.9 3,7 2.8 2.3 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
23.2 9.3 3. 7 2.1 1.6 
19,3 15.6 7.5 3,0 2.0 
7.2 20.4 14.3 6.4 3.0 
2.3 11.6 15,5 9.4 3. 7 
8.4 0,9 3,8 3.8 1.8 

34.9 5.4 1.6 3.5 3.1 
1.1 33.5 8.3 2.3 4.1 
0.9 1.0 41.7 12.7 4.6 
1.3 0,6 1.4 53.4 13.2 
1.4 1.7 2.2 3,3 62.9 

operator households than for the total popula­
tion of the United States. Over 23 percent of 
the males in farm-operator households were 
45 years and older and 27 percent were 55 
years and older, compared to 29 percent and 
17 percent, respectively, for male persons in 
the United States population. Almost 35 per­
cent of the females in farm-operator house­
holds were 45 years and older and almost 20 
percent were 55 years and over compared to 
31 percent and 19 percent, respectively, for 
females in the United States population. Only 
8.2 percent of all females in farm-operator 
households were 65 years old and over. In the 
United States population females 65 and over 
comprised 10.3 percent of all females. 

Percent distribution by age 
Femoles 

All persons Males Fenm.lee 

Farm-
Tote.l1 operator 

Farm- Farm- Farm-

(1,000) households Total operator Total operator Total operator 

(1,000) households households households 

97,353 5,38? 100.Q 100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 

10,136 405 10.9 7.3 11.5 7.2 10,4 7.5 
10,006 542 10.7 10.0 11.2 9.9 10.3 10.1 
9,065 667 9.7 12.3 10.2 12.3 9,3 12.4 
8,041 510 8.4 10.1 8,6 10.8 8.3 9,5 
6,536 173 6.3 3,4 5,9 3,5 6,7 3.2 

11,240 463 11.4 7.7 11.2 6,9 11,5 8,6 
12,535 749 12,8 12.9 12.7 12.0 12.9 13.9 
11,130 ,826 11.4 15.1 11.5 14.9 11.4 15.3 
8,663 611 8,8 12.1 8.7 12.7 8.9 11.3 

10,001 440 9,4 9,1 8,5 9,9 10.3 8.2 

1Bnsed on estimates of the U. S. Civ!-lian Resident Populatio~ from the Current Population Survey, July 1, 1964, 

Estimates of the farm population which are 
based on the current population survey are 
provided in the following table along with 
comparative data for persons in farm-operator 
households. These estimates of the farm popu­
lation are not fully comparable with data from 
the 1964 Census of Agriculture. The farm 
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population figures include a substantial num­
ber of farm laborers and farm landlords living 
on farms which are not included as farm­
operator households. On the other hand, the 
farm population figures do not include farm­
operator households in urban areas and those 
not residing on the farm they operate. Based 



on a special tabulation for the 1960 Census of 
Population, approximately 20 percent of the 
farm-operator households were not included as 
farm population in the 1960 Census of Popu­
lation. 

Farm population1 Farm operator households 

Age Total Male Female Total Male Female 
(1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) 

All persons ••• 12,363 6,430 5,933 11,250 5,863 5,387 

Under 19 years ••• 5,200 2,733 2,467 4,479 2,355 2,124 
20 to 24 years ••• 604 333 271 381 20B 173 
25 to 44 years ••. 2,404 1,176 1,228 2,318 1,105 1,21:3 
45 to 64 years ••• 2,930 1,541 1,389 3,053 1,616 1,437 
65 years and over 1,225 647 578 1,018 579 440 

Percent distribution 

All persons ••• 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100.0 

Under 19 years, •• 42.6 42.8 42.4 39.8 40.2 39.4 
20 to 24 years, •• 4.8 4,9 4.7 3.4 3.6 3.2 
25 to 44 years, •• 19,9 18,9 21.0 20,6 18.9 22.5 
45 to 64 years ••• 22,8 23.3 22.3 27,2 27.6 26.6 
65 yee:rs and over 9,9 10,1 9.6 9.1 9.9 ~.2 

1Estimates from April centered annual averages for 1965 from Current 
Population SUrvey. 

By tenure of the operator, 53 percent of all 
persons in farm-operator households were on 
farms operated by full owners, 28 percent on 
farms operated by part-owners and managers, 
and 20 percent on farms operated by tenants. 

Farm-operator households on farms with the 
value of farm products sold of $10,000 or more 
(economic classes I to Ill) have more members 
per household than households on farms with 
smaller values of farm products sold. This is 
due, in the most part, to the relative age of the 
operator among the various economic classes 
of farms. The percent distribution of farm 
operators and persons, and the average num­
ber of persons per household for each eco­
nomic class of farm is as follows: 

Eoonomic class or farm 

Total ••.•.•••••••••.••••••••• 

Corrunercial farms ••••••••••••••••••• 
Class I. ........................ 
Class II ........................ 
Class III. ...................... 
Class IV ........................ 
Class v ......................... 
Class VI ........................ 

Part-time .......................... 
Part-retirement .•....••••...... , •.• 
Abnormal ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••• 

Percent distribution Average 

Farm 
operators 

100.0 

68,4 
4,5 
8,3 

lA-.? 
16.2 
13.8 
10.8 

20.4 
11.2 
0.1 

Persons in 
farm 

household 

100.0 

70.6 
5.3 
9,7 

16.3 
16.6 
13.2 

9.5 

22,3 
7.0 
0.1 

persons 
per 

household 

3.6 

3.7 
4.2 
4.1 
4.0 
3.6 
3.4 
3.1 

3.9 
2.2 
3.2 

Over 70 percent of the persons in farm­
operator households were on commercial 
farms in 1964. This proportion ranged from 
almost 79 percent in the North, to 62 percent 
in the South. About 31 percent of the United 
States farm population lived on commercial 
dairy and livestock type farms. In the North, 
about 20 percent of the farm population lived 

on commercial cash-grain farms and 46 per­
cent lived on commercial dairy and livestock 
type farms. In the South, 27 percent of the 
farm population was on commercial tobacco 
and cotton farms. 

Education of members of farm-operator house­
holds-The pattern of the level of educational 
attainment of the persons in farm-operator 
households was similar to that for farm opera­
tors. Persons in younger age groups have at­
tained higher educational levels than older per­
sons. Of all persons 25 years and over in farm­
operator households, 39 percent had completed 
at least 4 years of high school. However, for per­
sons 25 to 34 years of age, 64 percent had com­
pleted at least 4 years of high school. The differ­
ence in the proportion of persons in each of 
the age groups completing 4 years of high 
school is more significant than the difference 
in the proportion reporting 4 years or more of 
college. 

Of the three regions, persons in the South 
reported the lowest levels of education. Only 
slightly more than one out of four persons 25 
years old'and over had completed high school in 
the South compared to more than half of the 
persons in the West. Educational levels for 
persons 25 to 34 years of age in the South are 
substantially higher than for older age groups, 
but still are significantly lower than those for 
persons in the same age group in the North 
and the West. In the South in 1964, one-half 
of the persons 25 to 34 years of age had com­
pleted at least 4 years of high school compared 
to three-fourths of the persons of the same age 

· group in the West. 

Data for educational attainment of persons 
14 to 24 years of age in farm-operator house­
holds indicate substantial upgrading for each 
succeeding generation. Although a large num­
ber of the individuals 14 to 24 years of age 
have not yet completed their education, over 
78 percent of these persons have completed 
1 year or more of high school. (Of the 1.8 mil­
lion persons 14 to 24 years of age, 1.4 million 
are between ages 14 to 19.) Of the persons 
25 to 34 years of age, who have generally 
attained their maximum level of education, 81 
percent have completed at least one year of 
high school. 

It is also apparent from the data for persons 
14 to 24 years of age that the differences in 
levels of educational attainment among re­
gions in the United States are beginning to 
narrow. For example, only 50 percent of the 
persons in the South 25 to 34 years of age had 
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completed 4 years or more of high school, 
compared to 77 percent for persons of the 
same age group in the West; whereas, 26 per­
cent of the persons 14 to 24 years in the South 
had completed 4 years or more of school, com­
pared to 30 percent for the West. 

Percent distribution by 

Age group and highest grade 
highest grade completed 

of school completed' United The The The 
States North South West 

All persons 14 to 24 years of age., .... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Eleu.entary school: 0 to 4 years ... 2.9 2.7 3.3 2.3 

5 to 7 years ... 5.6 2.5 9.4 3.0 
8 years ••••.. ,. 13.3 13.0 13.9 12.6 

High school: 1 to 3 years, .. 48.8 49.1 47.7 51.8 
4 years ........ 23.3 26.6 20.5 19.9 

College: 1 to 3 years ... 5.0 5.0 4.0 9.1 
4 or more years 1.1 1.0 1.2 1.3 

All persons 25 years old and over ....... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Elementary school: 0 to 4 years ... 6.1 2.3 11.1 2.8 

5 to 7 years ... 13.0 6.4 21.7 5.6 
8 years ........ 24.5 31.6 18.2 18.0 

High school: 1 to 3 years ... 17.5 14.3 21.2 16.7 
4 years ........ 27.2 34.1 17.7 36.0 

College: 1 to 3 years ... 7.0 7.4 5.3 12.6 
4 or more years 4.8 3.9 4.8 8.4 

All persons 25 to 34 years ............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
EleJIP-ntary school: 0 to 4 years ... 2.3 .8 4.6 1.1 

5 to 7 years ... 5.3 1.5 11.1 1.4 
8 years •••••••• 11.1 12.0 11.3 5.3 

High school: 1 to 3 years ... 17.3 13.3 22.9 15.0 
4 years ........ 49.0 58.0 37.0 50.7 

College: 1 to 3 years ... 9.2 9.5 6.9 16.6 
4 or more years 5.8 4.8 6.1 9.8 

All persons 55 years old end over ...... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Elementary school: 0 to 4 years ... 10.4 4.8 16.7 5. 7 

5 to 7 years .•. 18.9 12.0 27.2 10.4 
8 years ........ 32.7 44.5 22.1 29.0 

High school: l to 3 years ... 15.3 13.4 16.8 16.8 
4 years ........ 12.9 15.8 8.7 21.0 

College: l to 3 years ... 5.6 6.0 4.5 9.6 
4 or more years 4.1 3.5 . 4.1 7.4 

Age and highest grade of 
school completed 

All persons 14 to 24 years of age ............. 
Elementary school: 0 to 4 years ... 

5 to 7 years ... 
8 years ........ 

High school: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 years ........ 

College: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 or more years 

All persons 25 years old and over ............. 
Elementary school: 0 to 4 years ... 

5 to 7 years ... 
8 years ........ 

High school: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 years ........ 

College: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 or. more years 

All persons 25 to 34 years of age ............. 
Elementary school: 0 to 4 years ... 

5 to 7 years ... 
8 years ........ 

High school: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 years ........ 

College: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 or more years 

All persons 55 years and older .....•.......... 
Elementary school: 0 to 4 years •.. 

5 to 7 years ... 
8 years ........ 

High school: 1 to 3 years ... 
4 years ........ 

College: 1 to 3 years •.. 
4 or more years 

Comparative data for educational attainment 
for the total United States population and for 
persons in farm-operator households are pro­
vided in the following table. For persons in all 
age groups 25 years and over, there is little 
difference in the proportion of persons in farm­
operator households completing 8 years or 
more of school and the proportion for the total 
population; however, there are significant dif­
ferences in the proportion of persons with 4 
years or more of high school and with 4 years 
of college. About 49 percent of all persons 
25 years or older, in the total population, 
completed at least 4 years of high school 
and 9.4 percent completed 4 years or more 
of college compared to 39 percent and 4.8 
percent for persons in farm-operator house­
holds. For persons 25 to 34 years of age, 
the proportion of persons in farm households 
completing 4 years or more of high school 
is nearer to the same proportion for the 
total population; 68 percent of all persons 
25 to 34 years have completed 4 years or 
more of high school, compared to 64 percent 
of persons in farm households. The relative 
proportions of persons completing 4 years or 
more of college are 13.1 percent for all persons 
25 to 34 years of age and 5.8 percent for per­
sons in farm households. 

Farm- Percent distribution 
Total U.S. operator 
population1 household Farm-

(1,000) population Total operator 
(1,000) population household 

32,595 1,803 100.0 100.0 
350 53 1.1 2.9 

2,607 101 8.0 5.6 
4,242 240 13.0 13.3 

12,525 879 38.4 48.8 
8,550 420 26.2 23.3 
3,422 90 10.5 5.0 

898 20 2.8 1.1 

103,245 6,390 100.0 100.0 
6,982 392 6.8 6.1 

11,052 829 10.7 13.0 
16,011 1,563 15.5 24.5 
18,617 1,119 18.0 17.5 
31,703 1,737 30.7 27.2 
9,139 446 8.9 7.0 
9,742 304 9.4 4.8 

21,980 866 100.0 100.0 
543 20 2. 5 2.3 

1,062 46 4.8 5.3 
1,375 96 6.3 11.1 
4,058 149 18.5 17.3 
9,500 425 43.2 49.0 
2,561 79 11.7 9.2 
2,880 50 13.1 5.8 

34,969 2,374 100.0 100.0 
4,612 248 13.2 10.4 
5,989 449 17.1 18.9 
8,825 776 25.2 32.7 
5,293 362 15.1 15.3 
5,844 3fYI 16.7 12.9 
2,194 133 6.3 5.6 
2,21'5 98 6.3 4.1 

1Based on estimate from the Current Population Survey as of March 1965, and includes members of 
the Armed Forces living off post or with their families on post, but excludes all other members of 
the Arrred Forces. 
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Off-farm work by household members (other 
than operator)-More than 883,000 farm-opera­
tor households, or 28 percent of the total, had 
some member other than the operator working 
off their farms sometime during 1964. Of the 
1,178,000 persons reporting work off farm, 
approximately one-half worked 100 days or 
more off the farm. About 30 percent of the 
persons were reported working 200 days or 
more off the farm. Of the persons working in 
the South, 55 percent worked 100 days or more 
and 35 percent worked 200 days or more. Only 
41 percent of the persons in the West worked 
100 days or more, largely because job oppor­
tunities were more limited there. The majority 
of these persons working off the farm were 
females. About 732,000 females compared to 
446,000 males worked off the farm. 

In total, these 1,178,000 persons worked 
146.4 million days off their farms or an 
average of 124 days per person. About 92 per­
cent of these days were spent working at non­
farm jobs and only 8 percent were worked on 
other farms. In the West, work on other farms 
accounted for 10 percent of the total days 
worked. In the South, only 6 percent of the 
days were worked on other farms. 

Subject U~ted 
North South y.rest States 

Households reporting 
members (other than 
operator) working off 
farm •••••••••••••••••••••• 883,445 404,182 385,195 94,068 

Persons reported working, •• 1,177,603 541,348 503,628 132,627 

Percent distribution by 
days worked: 

Total, ............... 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
1 to 24 days ............ 22.4 24,3 19.2 26.4 
25 to 99 days ........... 27,8 28,5 25.8 32.3 
100 to 199 days •••.••.•• 19.7 19.7 20.0 18.5 
200 da.ys or more •••.•••• 30.2 27,6 35.0 22.7 

' 
Percent of days worked on 
other farms ••...••....•••• 7.7 8,6 6.3 10.1 

Percent of deys -worked at 
nonf8.l'lll jobs •••.••••••.••• 92.3 91.4 93.7 89.9 

Income of household members other than the 
farm operator-Members of farm-operator 
households, other than the farm operator, 
contributed over one-fourth of the total income 
from sources other than the farm operated to 
farm-operator households in 1964. About 39 
percent of all farm operators reported that 
other members of their households had re­
ceived $2.6 billion dollars in off-farm income in 
1964. Approximately 85 percent of this income 
was from wages, salaries, and earnings from 
the operation of a nonfarm business or 
profession. 

Households 
Average 

Income Percent income per 
Source of income reporting total distri- household 

income 
($1,000) bution reporting 

(1,000) (dollars) 

Total ............. 1,221 2,601, 779 100,0 2,131 

Wages and salaries ... 858 2,006, 361 77.1 2,336 
Nonfarm business or 
profession .......... 90 202,167 7.8 2, 252 

Social security, 
pensions, veteran, and 
weUare payments .... 372 249,303 9,6 670 

Rent from farm and 
nonfarm property, 
interest, dividend, 
etc ................. 119 143} 955 5.5 1,205 

As the age of the farm operator increases, 
the proportion of total household income from 
sources other than the farm operated, provided 
by other members of the household, increases. 
For operators under 35 years of age, other 
members of the household have 20 percent of 
the total income of the household from 
sources other than the farm operated; and for 
operators aged 65 years or more, income from 
sources other than the farm operated provided 
by other members makes up 31 percent of the 
income of the household. 

Of the total income provided by other mem­
bers of the farm-operator household, wages 
and salaries make up 77 percent of the total 
income, and are by far the most important 
source of income. Income from rent of farm 
and nonfarm property, interest, dividends, etc., 
which makes up only 5.5 percent of the total, 
is the least important. On the other hand, farm 

· operators obtain 20 percent of their income 
from sources other than the farm operated, 
from the rent of farm and nonfarm property, 
etc., and most of the income from this source 
comes from rental of farm property and gov­
ernment payments. The data indicate that 
most of the income from sources other than 
the farm operated is obtained by the farm 
operator and that he probably controls most 
of the property, etc., providing income from 
rental of property, etc. 

Income of farm-operator households-Farm­
operator households received $10.1 billion 
from income sources other than the farm 
operated in 1964. For almost 39 percent of all 
farm-operator households the off-the-farm­
operated income was greater than the value 
of farm products sold. For all farm-operator 
households, the average income received from 
sources other than the farm operated was 
$3,184 in 1964. Overall, 81 percent of the 
households reported some income other than 
from the farm operated. 
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Less than one-third of the households re­
ceived almost two-thirds of the total income 
from sources other than the farm operated in 
1964. About 29 percent of the households re­
porting income received $5,000 or more and 
65 percent of the total dollars for all house­
holds. About 52 percent of the farm-operator 
households with income reported less than 
$3,000 and receivad only 16 percent of the 
tota I dollars. 

Amount of income 

Total ..................................... . 

$1 to $L.99 .........•. , ••....••.•••.••..••.•••• 
$500 to $•;<1') ••••••••••• , •• , , • , •••• , , ••• , •••••• 
$1,000 to $1,409 •••.••.•.....•..•••••••••..•• , 
$1,500 to $1,999 ...••••..•••••••.•.....•.••.•• 
$2,000 to *2,ct99 ••••••.•• , •.•.•.. , ..• , , , ...• , • 
$3,000 to $3 1 999 •..•...•.... ,, .•.•..••.••..••• 
$4,000 to ~,999,,, ..•.•....••.••• ,, .•.•...... 
$5,000 or more, .•.•.....••.•••...•...•...•.•.• 

Percent distribution 

Households 
reporting 

100.0 

12.6 
11.1 
9.7 
7.4 

11.6 
9.8 
8.6 

29.2 

Dollars 

100.0 

0.8 
2.1 
3 .o 
3.3 
7.1 
8.5 
9.8 

65.4 

For all farm-operator households, income 
from wages and salaries made up 64 percent 
of the total income received from sources 
other than the farm operated. Rent from farms 
and nonfarm property, interest, dividends, 
government payments, etc., contributed an­
other 16 percent and was the second most 
important source of income. It is estimated 
that about one-half of the 1.6 billion dollars 
received from these sources is from rental of 
farm property and various government pay­
ments. 

The proportion of income received by the 
household from the various sourc·es varies 
significantly according to the age of the farm 
operator, who is generally the head of the 
household. For households with the farm 
operator under 35 years of age, income from 
wages and salaries made up 76 percent of their 
total income. For operators aged 65 years and 
over, wages and salaries contributed only 29 
percent of the total household income. For 
those households, 40 percent of the off-the­
operated-farm income was from Social Secu­
rity, pensions, and veteran and welfare pay­
ments; and 24 percent was from the rental of 
farm and nonfarm property, interest, divi­
dends, government payments, etc. 

Relationship of income from off-farm sources 
to the value of agricultural products sold-In 
1964, almost 39 percent of the farm-operator 
households had income from sources other 
than the farm operated greater than the value 
of farm products sold from their farms. For the 
South, where there was a large number of low­
income farms, over 47 percent of the farm­
operator households had income from other 
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sources greater than the value of farm prod­
ucts sold. 

The proportion of households with other in­
come exceeding the value of farm products 
sold did not vary greatly for any farm operator 
age group, except for operators 65 years and 
over, for whom the percentage was 48 percent. 

The proportion of farm-operator households 
having income from off-the-operated -farm 
sources exceeding the value of agricultural 
product? sold has increased from 35.8 per­
cent in 1959, to 38.7 percent in 1964. Although 
the proportion for all regions increased, the 
increase for the South was greater than for 
any other region since 1959. 

Percent' of farms having income 
from off-the-farm sources exceeding 

Region value of farm products sold 

United States •..••.•..•...•..... 

North •••••.•••••.•••••••••••.•••••. 
South •.••..••.•.•.•• , ••.•.••••.••.• 
West ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1Alaska and Hawaii not included. 

1964 

38.7 

30.1 
47.4 
/+1.4 

1959 19541. 

35.8 29.8 

28.1 23.1 
43.2 34.6 
39.5 35.5 

Although the data for 1964, for the number 
of farm-operated households having off-the­
operated-farm income exceeding the value of 
farm products sold, is not exactly comparable 
to data for earlier census years because of dif­
ferences in the type of inquiry used, the pro­
portion of households in each economic class 
of farm with a value of sales of farm products 
under $5,000 has increased. 

Percent of farms wl th other income exceeding 
Value of farm value of farm products sold 
products sold 

1964 19591 19541 19501 

Total .•.......•...•• 38.7 35.8 29.8 29.1 

Under $2,500 •........ ,. 76.0 62.5 46.6 43.0 
$2,500 to $4 ,99i), ••• , .• 33 .o 27.2 12.6 10.2 
$5,000 to $9,999 ....... 9.8 12.6 6 • .:: 5.3 
$10 1000 or more ••.••... 1.1 6.5 4.5 4.3 

1Alaska and Hawaii not included. 

Almost 17 percent of the farm-operator 
households on commercial farms had income 
from off-the-operated-farm sources exceeding 
the value of farm products sold as compared 
to 12.5 percent in 1959. In 1964, over 99 per­
cent of the households on part-time farms 
and 68 percent of the households on part­
retirement farms had income from off-the­
operated farm sources greater than the value 
of the farm products sold. 

For commercial farms, full-owner house­
holds had the largest percentage with off-the­
operated-farm income exceeding the value of 
farm products sold in 1964. The proportion 



for full owners was significantly higher than 
that reported for full owners for 1959. 

Tenure or operator 

Total coamercial farms ••••••••• , • , , •••••• 

Full owners, • , ••• , •••••••••••••• , •• , ••••••••••• 
Part owners ••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Nanagers., ••••••••• •• • •• ••• •• • ••• •• ••• •• •• •• •· • 
All tenants ••• , • , , •••••••••••••••••••• • ••• • • • •• 

Cash •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Share-cash ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • • • 
Crop-share. , •• , •••••••••• , , •••••• • • • • • • • • • • • 
Livestock .. share, •• , , •••••• , •••••• • • • • • • • • • • • 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• •••• 

Per<lent or farm with 
other inccme exceed~ 
value or farm products 

sold 

1964 19:59 

16.7 12.5 

24.4 16.9 
10.5 10.1 
4.> 12.6 
9.3 7.2 

16.4 13.5 
4.2 >.1 
8.1 6.5 
4.6 >.6 

20.7 10.9 

CHANGES IN CHARACTERISTICS 

OF FARM OPERATORS 

Age of farm operators-The average age of 
farm operator~· has increased from 48.7 years 

Region and year 

United States: 
1964 •••••••••••••••••• 
1959 •••••••••••••••••• 
19541 •• ·-· ..•.••••••••• 
1950 ••••••••••.••..••• 
19451 ••••••••••••••••• 
19401 ••••••••••••••••• 

The North 
1964 ••••••••.•••••.••• 
1959 •••.••••••.••••••• 
1954 •••••••••••••••••• 
1950 ••••••.••••••••••• 
1945 ••••.•••..•••••••• 
1940 •••••••••••••••••• 

The South 
1964 •••••••••••.•••••• 
1959 ••••.•.•.••••••••• 
1954 •••••••••••••••••• 
1950 •••••••.•••••••••• 
1945 •••••••••••••••••• 
1940 •••••••••••••••••• 

The West 
1964 ••••••••••.••••••• 
1959 •••••••••••••••••• 
19541 ••••••••••••••••• 

1950 •••••••••••••••••• 
19451 ••••••••••••••••• 
19401 ••••••••••••••••• 

Residing on 
farm operated 

2,773,815 
3,236,24? 
4,392,205 
4,987,134 
5,459,841 
5,506,322 

1,333,993 
1,529,703 
1,907,865 
2,111,847 
2,330,614 
2,351,054 

1,181,713 
1,412,867 
2,107,121 
2,456,595 
2,683,655 
2,708,859 

258,109 
293,677 
377,219 
418,692 
445,572 
446,409 

1Does not include Alaska and Hawaii. 

Farm operators 

Not residing 
on fann 

operated 

290,971 
266,988 
289,876 
269,546 
336,893 
313,598 

109,070 
104,498 
105,068 
106,481 
132,527 
120,664 

143,313 
125,363 
145,290 
121,327 
159,442 
149,848 

"38,588 
37,127 
39,518 
41,738 
44,924 
43,086 

Residence-For each census since 1950 the 
proportion of farm operators living on the farm 
they operated has decreased. Since 1959 the 
proportion of operators living on farms has 
decreased from 92.4 percent to 90.5 percent. 
This proportion decreased in all 3 regions of 
the United States. The increased specializa­
tion in farming, improved transportation, and 
improved roads increased the feasibility for 
operators to live off the farm all or most of 
the year. 

Years on present farm-A comparison of data 
for 1964 with data from previous censuses in­
dicates that fewer persons are becoming farm 
operators and that farm operators with 15 
years or more on their present farms comprise 

in 1945, to 51.3 years in 1964. Since 1959, the 
average age has increased eight-tenths of a 
year. For the United States, the proportion of 
farm operators 65 years or more in age in­
creased from 16.8 percent in 1959 to 17.4 per­
cent in 1964. During this same time the propor­
tion of operators under 35 years decreased 
from 12.7 percent to 11.5 percent. 

The proportion of tenants under 45 years of 
age has decreased since 1959, and the propor­
tion of tenants 55 years and over increased 
from 19 percent in 1959 to 21.4 percent in 
1964. Although the proportion of tenants 
55 years and over increased since 1959, the 
actual number of operators in this age group 
has decreased as the older persons have dis­
continued farming. 

Not reporting 
residence 

93,071 
207,268 
100,335 
131,757 

62,435 
V6,879 

36,518 
81,240 
30,159 
47,738 
20,437 

108,241 

47,706 
107,719 

64,196 
74,501 
38,038 

148,463 

8,847 
18,309 
5,980 
7,518 
3,960 

20,175 

Percent of operators 
reporting as to residence Percent of 

Residing on 
farm 

90.5 
92.4 
93.8 
94.9 
94.2 
94.6 

92.4 
93.6 
94.8 
95.2 
94.6 
95.1 

89.2 
91.9 
93.5 
95.3 
94.4 
94.8 

87.0 
88.8 
90.5 
90.9 
90.8 
91.2 

Not residing 
on fann 

9.5 
7.6 
6.2 
5.1 
5.8 
5.4 

7.6 
6.4 
5.2 
4.8 
5.4 
4.9 

10.8 
8.1 
6.5 
4.7 
5.6 
5.2 

13.0 
11.2 
9.5 
9.1 
9.2 
8.8 

all operators 
not reporting 

residence 

2.9 
5.6 
2.1 
2.4 
1.1 
4.5 

2.5 
4.7 
1.5 
2.2 
0.8 
4.2 

3.5 
6.5 
2.8 
2.8 
1.3 
4.9 

2.9 
5.2 
1.4 
1.6 
0.8 
4.0 

almost half of all farm operators. The propor­
tion of operators on the present farm 2 years 
or less has decreased from 8.9 percent in 1959 
to 8.1 percent in 1964. The proportion with 15 
years and over on the same farm has increased 
from 45 percent in 1959 to 49 percent in 1964. 

Part of the increase in the proportion of 
operators with 15 years or more on present 
farms was due to the movement of the large 
numbers of operators, who entered farming 
shortly after World War II, into the 15 years 
or more category by 1964. The change is evi­
dent as the proportion of operators with 10 to 
14 years decreased from 20 percent in 1959 
to 15 percent in 1964. 
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Year 

United State::;: 
1964 ...............• 
1959 ............... . 
19541 ••.••.••••.•••• 

1950 ............... . 
19451 .........•..••• 

North: 
1964 ............... . 
1959 ............... . 
1954 •.............•. 
1950 .•..•.........•. 
1945 ............... . 

South: 
1964 ............... . 
1959 •............... 
1954 ............... . 
1950 ............... . 
1945 ............... . 

West: 
1964 ............... . 
1959 ••.............. 
19541 ..•............ 
1950 ............... . 
19451 .............. . 

All farm 
operators 
reporting 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

1Alaska a..""ld Hawaii not included. 

Years on Present Farm 

Less tha.'1 5 to 9 10 years 
5 years years or more 

20.5 15.7 63.8 
17.7 17.5 64.8 
21.6 25.1 53.3 
36.7 20.0 43.3 
42.4 16.7 L.0.8 

18.4 15.9 65.8 
16.2 17.2 66.6 
18.7 25.0 56.3 
31.8 21.0 47.2 
36.6 17.0 46.4 

22.0 15.2 62.8 
18.7 17.3 64.0 
24.0 24.9 51.1 
41.0 18.7 40.3 
47.5 16.3 36.2 

24.0 17.4 53.7 
20.1 19.3 60.5 
22.8 26.9 50.3 
36.2 22.2 41.6 
42.3 17.7 40.0 

Off-farm work by farm operator-The propor­
tion of farm operators working off their farms 
has increased significantly during the last 20 
years. Prior to 1949 only one out of three opera­
tors reported some work off the farm; whereas, 
in the last three censuses about five out of 
every 11 operators reported some work off the 
farm. Over 46 percent of all operators reported 
some days worked off the farm during 1964. 
The change during the last 15 ye~rs in the 
proportion of farm operators working off their 
farms 100 days or more, or 200 days or more, 
has been greater than the total change in the 
proportion of operators working off their farms. 
From 1949 to 1964, the proportion of farm 
operators working off their farms 100 days or 
more increased from 23 to 32 percent, and the 
proportion of operators working off their farms 
200 days or more, from 17.5 to 26 percent. 

TABLE 5.-0ff-farm Work by Farm Operator, for the United States: 1929 to 1964 
Operatoro 110rking ofr their fDMn:J Opcrotoro not vnrldng 

orr their farms or not 

100 or more doys P(!l'ocnt of 1111 opcrotorD Percent dhrtributioo reporting llll to vork 
(opcrotor!l vorking • 1~) orr torm 

,.~ 1 to 49 50 to 99 100 or more doy11 100 or more doyo 
Total '''" "'" 100 to 200 '" 

lto 50 to 1 to 50 to Pcr<~ent or 
Total 199 doyo more doya Total 49 99 100 to 200 .. 49 99 100 to 200 .. ,.,.... oll 

'"'' '"'' Total 199 '"'' '"'' Total 199 ~" opcratora ,..,., doyo '"'' '"'' 
1964., ... 1J462,183 448 983 1,01J,200 189,0V 824,173 46.3 14 2 32,1 6.0 26.1 307 69.3 12.9 06.4 1,695,671, 53,7 
1959 ... 1,663,841 

~~:~;5 21;;;~; 1, 10? ,606 229,787 m,819 44.9 10.3 4.7 29.9 6.2 23.7 22.9 10,6 66.6 13.8 52.8 2,044,132 55.1 
1954 1 ••.• 2,153,737 1,333,725 306,377 1s~;~ 45.0 11.9 '·' 27.9 6,1, 21.5 26.5 11.6 61.9 14.2 47.7 2,629,284 55.0 
1949, ..•. 2,092,922 2574,173 2261,499 1,257,250 '313,353 38.9 ~10.7 24.9 23.J '5.8 '17.5 2-;n,l. 212.5 60.1 '15.0 '45.1 3,292,60) 61,1 
1944 1 1,570,)57 312,832 178,471 1,0'79,051. 244,475 831.,579 26.8 5.3 J.O 18.4 4.2 14.2 19.9 11.4 68.7 15.6 53.1 4,288,812 73.2 
19394 •.. 1,749,296 543,$55 260,047 945,394 379,309 566,085 28.7 8.9 4.) 15.5 6.2 9.) 31.0 v •. 9 54.0 21.7 32.4 4,352,498 71,) 
1934 1 • .. 2,rtn,l.71, 956,100; 360,602 760,772 348,151 412,621 30.5 14.0 5.J 11.2 5.1 6.1 46.0 17.4 36.6 16.8 19.9 4,7.31.,876 69,, 
1929l .. 1,902,898 844,170 335,1.59 723,269 326,565 396,704 "'·' 13.4 '·' 11.5 5.2 6.) 41 •• 4 17,6 38.0 17.2 20.8 4,JB5,750 69.7 

1Dotn not avnilab1e for AloDltD and HoVI!oii. 292 f= in A1aalw reporting 1-99 dQYfl iooluded with 1 to 1,9 doya, '239 fei"IIW in A1aolta reporting 100 or more doyo inoluded 
vith 100 to 199 doyo. ~Doto not nvoilab1c for A1ookn. 

The increase during recent years in the pro­
portion of farm operators working off the farm 
was largely the result of the increased propor­
tion of operators of commercial farms working 
off the farm. There has been a significant in­
crease since 1959 in the percentage of opera­
tors of farms with gross sales of $2,500 to 
$9,999 working off the farm 100 days or more. 

Value of farm prcxluctc 
sold per fnl"lll 

All funn opcrator!l ......•• 
Under $2,500 ••..•.........•• • r""' to t·"·· ............ 

51 QCX) to 9,999 ............. 
101 QCX) and over ............. 

Percent of form operotors reporting 

Work oft farm 

1964 1959 

1,6.3 44.9 
59.9 58.1 
1.8.7 1.3.4 
39.5 35.2 
28 • .2 26.7 

100 or more doya of work 
off farm 

1964 1959 

32.1 29.9 
49.8 46.1 
33.1 26.7 
21.3 16.3 
10.'/ 9.9 

Since 1959, the most significant change was 
in the increased proportion of farm operators 
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working 200 days or more off the farm. In 1964, 
56 percent of the operators working off the 
farm worked 200 days or more, compared to 
53 percent in 1959. In all three regions the 
proportion of farm operators working off the 
farm, and the proportion working 100 days, or 
more, was greater for 1964 than for 1959. In the 
West, almost half of the operators worked off 
the farm, and of the farm operators working 
off their farms, 3 out of 4 operators 
worked 100 days or more. In the last decade 
the South had the greatest increase in the 
proportion of operators working 100 days or 
more off farm. Of the operators reporting work 
off farm in the South, 72.8 percent worked 100 
days or more in 1964, compared to 69.3 percent 
in 1959 and 63.4 percent in 1954. 



Percent distribution 
Farm operators working off farm Percent of of operators 

Region and All farm by days worked 
year operators 

l to 99 
Total days 

United States: 
1964 ••.•••• 3,157,857 1,462,183 448,983 

3,707,973 1,663,841 556,235 1959 ••.•••• 
19541 •••••• 4,783,021 2,153,737 820,012 
1949 •••••.• 5,385,525 2,092,922 835,672 
1944 1 •••••• 5,859,169 1,570,357 491,303 
19391 •••••• 6,096,799 1,747,197 803,612 
19341 •••••• 6,812,350 2,077,474 1,316, 702 

North: 
229,628 1964 .•••.•• 1,479,581 642,483 

1959 ••••••• 1,714,492 712,616 270,238 
1954 ••••••• 2,043,275 861,841 656,671 
1949 ••••••• 2,267,083 835,156 835,224 
1944 ••••••• 2,483,578 651,012 326,535 
1939 ••••••• 2,579,959 736,051 344,693 
1934 ••••••• 2,819,468 876,065 561,262 

South: 
1964 ••••..• 1,372,732 667,516 181,249 
1959 ••••.•. 1,645,028 781,016 239,720 
1954 ••.•••• 2,317,296 1,079,978 395,500 
1949 ••••••• 2,650,803 1,041,292 412,140 
1944 ••••.•• 2,881,135 744,721 242,718 

3,007,170 825,597 387,775 1939 ••••••• 
1934 ••••••• 3,421,923 975,422 630,2,1 

West: 
1964 •••••.• 305,544 152,184 38,106 
1959 ••.••.• 348,453 170,209 46,277 
19541 •••••• 422,450 211,918 64,202 
1949 ••.•.•. 467,639 216,474 71,924 
19441 •••••• 494,456 174,624 40,638 
19391 •••••• 509,670 185,545 71,144 
19341 •••••• 570,959 225,987 125,199 

lAlaska and Hawaii not included. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF NONWHITE FARM 

OPERATORS AND THEIR HOUSEHOLDS 

In 1964, there were 184,578 nonwhite farm 
operators in the South. This figure was 81,000 
or 31 percent less than for 1959. The number in 
1964 was less than one-fifth the number of 
nonwhite farm operators in the South in 1920. 
Detailed data for farms and household mem­
bers of farms operated by nonwhite operators 
in the South, by age of operator, appear in 
table 28. 
Age of farm operator-The proportion of non­
white farm operators in each age group in 1964 
was not significantly different from that for 
white operators in the South. Since 1959, the 
proportion of nonwhite operators under 45 
years of age has decreased from 32 percent to 
27 percent and the proportion of nonwhite 
operators 55 years and over has increased 
from 41 percent to 46 percent. Of the 81,000 
nonwhite operators lost between 1959 and 1964, 
56,000 were tenants. Although the proportion of 
nonwhite tenants under 45 years of age decreased 
slightly, there was no significant change in the 
age distribution of nonwhite farm operators from 
1959 to 1964. 
Years on present farms-The proportion of 
nonwhite farm operators on their farms for less 
than 5 years was greater than for white farm 
operators mainly because of the high propor­
tion of nonwhite tenant operators with less 

all operators working off farms 
working off 

100 days farm l to 99 100 days 
or more days or more 

1,013,200 46.3 30.7 69.3 
1,107,606 44.9 33.5 66.4 

45.0 38.1 61.9 1,333 '725 
38.9 39.9 60.1 1,257,250 
26.8 30.3 68.7 1,079,054 
28.7 46.0 54.0 943,581 

63.4 36.6 760,772 30.5 

412,855 43.4 35.7 64.3 
442,378 41.6 37.9 62.1 
501,531 42.2 41.8 58.2 

483,548 36.8 42.0 57.9 
443,065 26.2 31.9 68.1 

28.5 46.9 53.2 391,358 
64.1 35.9 314,803 31.1 

486,267 48.6 27.2 72.8 
30.7 69.3 541,296 47.6 

.684,478, 46.6 36.7 63.4 
629,152 39.3 39.6 60.4 

25.8 32.4 67.4 502,003 
47.0 53.0 437,822 27.5 

28.5 64.6 35.4 345,181 

114,078 49.8 25.0 75.0 
123,932 48.8 27.1 72.8 
147,716 50.2 30.3 69.7 
144,550 46.3 33.1 66.8 
133,986 35.3 23.3 76.7 
114,401 36.4 38.3 61.7 
100,788 39.6 55.4 44.6 

than 5 years on their present farms. Even with 
the large decreases in nonwhite farm opera­
tors, the proportion of operators in each of the 
years-on-farm groups did not change signifi­
cantly from 1959 to 1964. 

Education of farm operators-The level of 
education attained by nonwhite farm operators 
is significantly different from that for all farm 
operators for every age group. Only 29 percent 
of the nonwhite farm operators completed ele­
mentary school. The corresponding percentage 
for all farm operators was 62 percent. One out 
of 10 of all farm operators had completed 
1 year or more of college, but only one out of 

.42 nonwhite farm operators had completed 
1 year or more of college. 

Elem~ntory High school College :;chool 

Ac;c Total 
0 to ' 5 to 7 8 1 to 3 1 to ) 4 y€1:1!"3 
ycors year.;; y~::trs yeurs years years or more 

All farn1 operutors ••• 100.0 1).l• 23.9 18.7 19.3 15.1 1 •• s 4.5 

Under 35 year;; ••.••••••• 100.0 5.1 u.o 12.0 19.8 J6.J 7.3 '·' 35 to 44 ycnr.il •• - •••.••• 100.0 8.3 18.8 15.3 23.? 22.0 6.1 5.9 

" to L'<"• yea I'$ ••.•...... 100.0 v •. o 26.0 1"'.0 19.9 11.9 4.2 4.1 
65 years old ond 0V0l'•,, 100.0 21.9 23.6 22.3 13.5 6.5 3.9 3.2 

Nonwh1te fam 
operators ...••...••• lOJ.O 37.1 )4.3 11.0 11.0 4.0 1.1 1.4 

U.1d(>r 35 y.~.u·s •.•••••••• 100.0 17.9 Jl.6 lJ.~ 22.S 11.5 1.4 1.4 
35 to 41. Y•~an.~ •• • • · • • • · · 100.0 27.3 36.6 12.5 15.2 5.3 1.4 l.S 

" Co 51. y.:ors ••.••.•••• 100.0 )4.2 )7.5 ll.6 10.? 3.3 1.1 l.G 
55 Co t4 ycnrs ••........ 100.0 -~2 .8 )5.3 o.s 7.& 2.4 o.s l.J 
65 yearJ ~l1d n:td over ..• 1Q,J.Q !,').? 2R.7 Y,t, 7.0 2.7 1.3 1.1 
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Off-farm work of farm operator-In 1964, 41.5 per­
cent of nonwhite ·operators in the South worked 
off their farms. Of those Working, only 36 percent 
worked 200 days or more. For commercial 
farms, 33 percent of nonwhite operators 
worked off the farm compared to 36 percent 
of white operators for commercial farms. The 
most significant differences between nonwhite 
and white farm operators was in the propor­
tion working 100 days or more off the farm. 
Only" 5 percent of the commercial nonwhite 
farm operators reported 100 days or more of 
off-farm work compared to 17 percent of the 
white operators. 

The proportion of nonwhite operators work­
ing off the farm increased slightly since 1959, 
from 30 percent to 33 percent in 1964. 

Persons in households-Persons in the house­
holds of nonwhite farm operators totaled 822,-
000 in 1964 and represented 17.4 percent of the 
persons in all farm-operator households in the 
South. The average number of persons per 
household was 4.5 for nonwhite farm operators 
compared with 3.4 for all farm operators. The 
age distribution for persons in the households 
of nonwhite farm operators is significantly dif­
ferent from the age distribution for persons in 
all farm-operator households. More than half 
of the population of nonwhite farm households 
are under 20 years of age compared with 38 
percent for persons in the households for all 
farm operators. On the other hand, 39 percent 
of the persons in the households of all farm 
operators are 45 years old and over; the per­
centage for persons in households of nonwhite 
farm operators is 30 percent. 

Percent distribution 
All persons Males Females 

Age 

All farm Nonwhite 
All farm Nonwhite All farm 

operators farm operators farm operators operators operators 

Total •••••••••.•.••• 4, 715,0Lt4 821,954 2,429,752 417,181 2,285,292 

Under 5 years .•••••..•• 29t~, 797 71,650 151,225 36,073 143,572 
5 to 9 years ••••••••••• 421,531 101,787 216,479 51,205 205,052 
10 to 14 years .•••••••• 560,040 131,106 291,318 67,521 268,722 
15 to 19 years •.•••••.• 501,528 113,879 278,491 60,635 223,037 
20 to 24 years ••••••••• 170,999 38,195 92,694 20,140 78,305 
25 to 34 years .......... 342,318 47,822 155,126 21,158 187,192 
35 to 44 years .......... 586,298 74,505 276,031 32,792 310,267 
45 to 54 years .......... 736,609 94,775 368,196 46,153 368,413 
55 to 64 years ........... 620,339 80,698 331,791 43,241 288,548 
65 years and over ....... 480,585 67,537 268,401 38,263 212,184 

Education of persons in households-The level 
of educational attainment for persons in the 
households of nonwhite operators was signifi­
cantly lower than that for persons in house­
holds of all farm operators in the South. For 
persons 25 years old and over, 67 percent of 
the persons in the households of all farm 
operators, compared with 37 percent of the 

,S24 

All persons Males Females 

Nonwhite 
All farm Nonwhite All farm 

Nonwhite 
All farm Nonwhite 

farm operators farm operators farm operators farm 
operators operators operators ope rEi tors 

404,773 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

3'3,577 6.3 8.7 6.2 8.6 6.3 8.8 
50,582 8.9 12.4 8.9 12.3 9.0 12.5 
63,585 11.9 16.0· 12.0 16.2 11.8 "15.7 
53,244 10.6 13.9 11.5 14.5 9.8 13.2 
18,055 3.6 4.6 3.8 4.8 3.4 4.5 
26,664 7.3 5.8 6.4 5.1 8.2 6.6 
41,713 12.4 9.1 11.4 7.9 13.6 10.3 
48,622 15.6 11.5 15.2 11.1 16.1 12.0 
37,457 13.2 9.8 13.7 10.4 12.6 9.3 
29,274 10.2 8.2 11.0 9.2 9.3 7.2 

persons in the households of nonwhite farm 
operators, completed elementary school. One 
out of ten of the persons 25 years old and 
over in the households of all farm operators 
completed 1 year or more of college; in house­
holds of nonwhite farm operators, only 1 out 
of 24 persons completed 1 year or more of 
college. 



Highest grade or school 
completed 

All persons 14 to 24 years or age •••••••••••••• 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years •••••••••••••••••• 

5 to 7 years •••••••••••••••••• 
8 years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

High school: 1 to 3 years •••••••••••••••••• 
4 years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

College: 1 to 3 years •••••••••••••••••• 
4 years or more ••••••••••••••• 

All persons 25 years old and over •••••••••••••• 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years •••••••••••••••••• 

5 to 7 years •••••••••••••••••. 
a years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

High school: 1 to 3 years •••••••••••••••••• 
4 years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

College: 1 to 3 years •••••••••••••••••• 
4 years or more ............... . 

All persons 25 to 34 years or age •••••••••••••• 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years •••••••••••••••••• 

5 to 7 years ................. . 
a years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

High school: 1 to 3 years •••••••••••••••••• 
4 years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

College: 1 to 3 years •••••••••••••••••• 
4 years or more ••••••••••• ~··· 

All persons 55 years old and over •••••••••••••• 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years •••••••••••••••••• 

5 to 7 years •••••••••••••••••• 
8 years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

High school: 1 to 3 yearft .................. . 
4 years ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

College: 1 to 3 years ................. .. 
4 years or more •••••••••••••• ~ 

The population of nonwhite farm-operator 
households in the South consists almost en­
tirely of Negroes. The population, 14 years old 
and over, of nonwhite farm-operator house­
holds in the South totaled 546,000 and was 
equal to 4 percent of the estimated Negro 

Highest grade of school completed 

All persons 14 to 24 years of age ••••••••••• ..- • 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years •••.•••••••••.• ·- •• 

5 to 7 years •••..•.•.•.•••.•... 
8 years ••.•.•••...••.•.••.•••••• 

High school: 1 to 3 years .•..••••.••.•.•.••• 
4 years ••..••••.•••.•••.••••••• 

College: 1 to 3 years •..•...•..••••••.•• 
4 years or more •.••••••.•.••••• 

All pc!rsons 25 years old and over ••.•••••.••..• 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years ••...••••••••••.••• 

5 to 7 years •..•••.•.....•••••. 
8 years •••••••.•••..•••.•.•••.• 

High school: 1 to 3 years ••••.•...••••••••.• 
4 yean ••.••••••••.....•...•••• 

College: 1 to 3 years ••.••••...•..•.•••• 
4 years or more •••••••••••••••• 

·.All pel"tl'uns 25 to .>4 years of age ............. . 
Elementaey: 0 to 4 years •.•..•.••.•••••...• 

5 to 7 years ••.•.•••••••••.•.•• 
8 years •.••......••••.•••.••.•• 

High School: 1 to 3 years .................. . 
4 years •..•......••••.•.•.•..•• 

College: 1 to 3 years ••••.•. , .......... . 
4 years or more •.••..•.•••••••• 

All persons 55 years old and over •• , .•....•.••• 
Elementary: 0 to 4 years .................. . 

S to 7 years ••••.........•.•••• 
8 years •.•.••••••.•.•...••.•••• 

High School: 1 to 3 years ••••••.•••••••.••.• 
4 years •..•••••••••••••••••.•.• 

College: 1 to 3 years ••••.••.••..••.•••• 
4 years or more •.•.•••••••••..• 

Number or persons in Percent distribution household 

All Nonwhite All Nonwhite 
farm farm farm farm 

operators operators operators operators 

790,010 180,228 100.0 100.0 
26,457 9,463 3.3 5.3 
74,044 31,738 9.4 17.6 

!09,524 26,803 13.9 14.9 
376,879 80,403 47.7 44.6 
162,071 26,796 20.5 J.4.9 

31,811 3,556 4.0 2.0 
9,224 1,469 1.2 0.8 

2,766,146 365,332 100.0 100.0 
306,602 106,738 11.1 29.2 
600,881 124,452 21.7 34.1 
502,623 46,441 18.2 12.7 
586,600 52,068 21.2 14.3 
490,505 20,773 17.7 5.7 
145,358 5,377 5.3 1.5 
133,577 9,483 4.8 2.6 

342,318 47,822 100.0 100.0 
15,874 6,343 4.6 13.3 
38,100 11,958 11.l 25.0 
38,616 6,296 11.3 13.2 
78,349 12,758 22.9 26.7 

126,676 7,651 37.0 16.0 
23,715 1,037 6.9 2.2 
20,988 1,779 6.1 3_.7 

1,100,882 148,230 100.0 100.0 
184,263 60,:341 16.7 40.7 
299,785 50,054 27.2 33.8 
242,751 16,304 22.1 11.0 
184,477 12,209 16.8 8.2 

95,254 4,033 8.7 2.7 
49,513 1,955 4.5 1.3 
44,839 3,334 4.1 2.2 

population of the United States as of March 

1965. The educational attainment of the per­
sons in nonwhite farm operator households 
was significantly lower than that of all Negroes 
in the United States. 

Estimated 
total 
Negro 

population 
or u.s. 1 

(1,000) 

3,777 
95 

492 
579 

1,617 
751 
197 

47 

9,494 
1,736 
1,890 
1,178 
·2,107 
1,686 

450 
447 

2,375 
1ll 
251 
211 
721 
727 
193 
162 

2,723 
1,056 

674 
404 
288 
179 

55 
67 

Nonwhite 
farm 

operator 
households 
South only 

(1,000) 

180 
9 

32 
27 
80 
Z7 
4 
1 

365 
107 
124 

46 
52 
21 
5 
9 

48 
6 

12 
6 

13 
8 
1 
2 

148 
60 
50 
16 
12 
4 
2 
3 

Percent distribution 

Total No~: te 
Negro households 

population South oncy 

100.0 100.0 
2.5 5.0 

13.0 17.8 
15.3 15.0 
42.8 44.4 
19.9 15.0 
5.2 2.2 
1.2 0.6 

100.0 100.0 
18.3 29.3 
19.9 34.0 
12.4 12.6 
22.2 14.2 
17.8 5.8 
4.7 1.4 
4.7 2.5 

100.0 100.0 
4.7 12.5 

10.6 25.0 
8.9 12.5 

30.4 27.1 
30.6 16.7 
8.1 2.1 
6.8 4.2 

100.0 100.0 
38.8 40.5 
24.8 33.8 
14.8 10.8 
10.6 8.1 
6.6 2.7 
2.0 1.4 
2.5 2.0 

1Estimates £'rom CUrrent Population Survey as or March 1, 1965. Estiate includes members of 
Armed Foroes 11 viog off Post 1 or with their families on Post, bu.t excludes all other members of 
Armed Forces. 



Income from sources other than the farm 
operated-Income from sources other than the 
farm operated was reported for three out of 
four of the households of nonwhite farm opera­
tors as compared with four out of five of the 
households of all farm operators. The average 
amount per household reporting income from 
sources other than the farm operated was 
$1,7E2 for households of nonwhite farm opera­
tors and $3,706 for the households of all farm 
operators. The distribution of households by 
amount of income per household was signifi­
cantly different for households of nonwhite 
operators from that for all farm-operator 

5.26 

Subject 

Total all farm operators households ....•.••••.•••.••. 

Number of households reporting income from sources other 
than farm operated •.....•••....•...•• , ••••. , •••...•....••• 

Total amol.U1t of income from all sources .•...••.•.. -~1,000 .. 
Wages and salaries ..••.••.•••...••••••.•.•.•..• , 1, 000 .• 
Nonfarm business or profession .•••.••. , •••..•••• 1,000 .. 
Social Security, pensions, veteran and welfare 

payments •••••••.••••••••••.••••.••••••••• , ••••• $1,000. , 
Rent from farm and nonfarm property, interest, 
dividends, etc .••...••••...•.•.•.•.••••...••.•• $1,000 .. 

Total households with income of .•••••.••...••••...•...•.... i1 to $499 ••••••.........•..•••.•••.•••..•......•..•..•. 
500 to $999 ....•.••.•.•••.•.•.•.•.•....•.••.•••..•••... 
1,000 to 1,499 •••...•••...•....•.•......••••.••.•••..• 
1,500 to 11,999 .....••••.....••..••.......••...••...•.. 

Fs
,ooo to f2,999 .•....••..•••..••••.••.•••.•.•••......•• 

;ggg ~~ ti;~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
5,000 and over ..••• , ••••.••..••••..•..•....• , ••.• ,., •.. 

Households reporting income from sources other than the 
farm operated greater then value of farm prcxlucts sold ...• 

households. Almost half of the nonwhite farm­
operator households had incomes of less than 
$1,000; only 26 percent of the households of 
all farm operators had less than $1,000. Almost 
one-fifth of the income of households of non­
white operators was from Social Security, pen­
sions, and similar payments and only 4 percent 
was from rent of farm and nonfarm property, 
interest, etc. For households of all farm opera­
tors, less than one-tenth of the income from 
sources other than the farm operated was from 
Social Security, etc., payments; but 12 percent 
was from rental of farm and nonfarm property, 
etc. 

All fann 
operators 

(number) 

1,372, 732 

1,130,736 
4,190,968 
2,741,692 

523 '770 

409,084 

516,419 

1,130,736 

153,002 
138' 591 
112,521 

80,472 
134,867 
120,870 

98,269 
292,144 

650,328 

Nonwhite 
farm 

operators 
(number) 

182,730 

137,487 
242,199 
168,428 

16,684 

46,590 

10,497 

137,487 

35,388 
30,335 
18,606 
12,175 
15,760 
10,265 

5,919 
9,039 

69,857 

Percent distribution 

All farm 
operators 

100.0 

82.4 
100.0 

65.4 
12.5 

9.8 

12.3 

100.0 

13.5 
12.3 
10.0 
7.1 

11.9 
10.7 
8.7 

25.8 

47.4 

Nonwhite 
farm 

operators 

100.0 

75.2 
100.0 
69.5 
6.9 

19.2 

4.3 

100.0 

25.7 
22.1 
13.5 
8.9 

11.5 
7.5 
4.3 
6.6 

38.2 
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