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Chapter 1. Farms and Land in Farms

Introduction—Statistics are presented in this
chapter on the number of farms, land in farms
and its major uses, and the value of land and
buildings. . Our Nation’s {and resources are
limited, and competition for the uses of land
resources by industry and cities is increasing.
Recent trends in urbanization and increased
demands for more recreational areas along with
changes in land uses caused by mechanization
and specialization in agriculture, and increased
world food requirements, increase the need for
statistics on the extent and uses of our land
resources. Statistics presented in this chapter
reflect the extent and locations of actual
changes in numbers of farms and utilization of
land resources over a period of years, as well
as the effects of various governmental and
other programs on land use.

Sources of data—The data presented are from
the 1964 Census of Agriculture with compar-
ative data from the 1959 Census of Agriculture.
Several summary tables present data for each
census since 1850. The tofals for number of
farms, land in farms, and land use represent
a summation of replies 1o inquiries on question-
naires filled for each farm. The vaiue of farm
land and buildings for 1950 through 1964 are
estimates based on reports for only a sample
of farms. .

The introduction to the volume contains a
description of (a) the procedures used in the
enumeration; (b) the methods used .in proces-
sing the statistics and (c) the sample and pro-
cedures used for making estimates therefrom.
The introduction also contains tables showing
the reliability of any estimates based on a
sample.

Presentation of statistics—Statistics are pre-
sented as totals for the United States, for the

North, the South, the West, and for each of the
50 States. An outline map showing the States
and the three regions appears in the Introduc-
tion. Averages and percentages are provided
as aids in using and analyzing the statistics for
the United States and for regions.

In presenting totals for the United States,
data for most items are presented for all earlier
census years for which comparable data are
available. For regions and States comparable
data are confined to selected items and limited
to data from the 1959 Census of Agriculiture.

Differences in the inquiries included in the
various censuses, modifications in wording of
specific inquiries, and changes in the instruc-
tions or definitions, or in the procedures fol-
lowed in collecting and compiling the data
affect their comparability. In presenting statis-
tics for earlier census years, headnotes or foot-
notes are often used to indicate any significant
lack of comparability.

Other published data for 1964—Data by coun-
ties and States for number of farms, land in
farms, land use, and value of land and build-
ings may be found in volume I, parts 1 to 50,
for individual States.

Data for these itemns also appears in other
chapters of this volume: by age of farm oper-
ator in chapter 5; by economic class of farm in
chapter 6; by size of farm in chapter 3; by
tenure of operator in chapter 8; and by type of
farm in chapter 10. Data by these classifica-
tions may also be found for each State in vol-
ume |.

The following table provides a description
and location of other published data available
elsewhere.

tasie1.  Other Publishgd Data for Land ifi Farms, Land Use, and Value of Land and

Buildings
Where found Geographical area for Period Classification Subjects covered
which available
VOLUME )
g{::: E:g:: %: igg(o‘)]iggi e é‘lalrfrﬁgmb;zpsei:tors .......... Farms, land in farms, {and use, and value.

State table 3..

Farms, land in farms, land use.

State table 17.
State table 18.

State table 19.
State table 20.
State table 21.
State table 22.
State table 23.
State table 24.

State table 25.
County table 1.
County table 3.
County table 4.
County table 5.
VOLUME it

Chapter 3.....
Chapter 6.....

Chapter 8. ....
Chapter 10....

County and State . .
County and State . .
County and State . .

County and State

United States and regions.

United States and regions.
United States and regions.

United States and regfons.

1930-1964 . .

1959 and 1964.
1959 and 1964.
1959 and 1964,

Farms by color and tenure
of operator. .............
Farms by economic class
of farm............ ... .
Commercial farms by ten
ure of operator.......
Farms by age of operator
Farms by size
Farms by type. ............
Commercial farms by type. ..
Large scale farms
Farms operated by cash
and share-cash tenants. ..
Farms by tenure of opera-
tor and year began oper-
ations .................
All farm operators
Farms by size
Farms by tenure (col
ure for the South)
Commercial farms

Farms by size.............
Farms by economic class
of farm.................
Farms by tenure
Farms by type

Farms, land in farms, cropland harvested.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.

Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.

Farms, land in farms, and value.

Farms, land in farms, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, cropland harvested.

Farms, land in farms, cropland harvested.
Farms, land in farms, cropland harvested,
and value.

Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value,

Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
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Some totals for 1959 for number of farms,
land in farms, and land use are estimates based
on reports for only a sample of farms. Totals
based on reports for a sample of farms will dif-
fer slightly from totals tabulated from reports
of all farms. Headnotes to the tables will in-
dicate which data are estimates based on re-
"ports for only a sample of farms.

Value of land and buildings for 1964 and
1959, except for data for Alaska in 1959, were
obtained for a sample of farms. In this chap-
ter averages and total value of land and build-

ings have been calculated for all farms. In vol-
ume |, only averages per farm and per acre are
shown. An explanation of procedures used to
obtain these values will be found in this text
under the paragraph “*Value of land and build-
ings."”

Other published data for prior censuses—In
general, except for United States summary
tables, data for regions and States for censuses
prior to 1959 can be found in volume 1l of the
1959 Census of Agriculture. The following
table provides a guide for locating such data.

tasie 2. Other Published Data From Censuses Prior to the 1964 Census of Agriculture

Where found Geographic area Period

for which available

Classification

Subjects covered

1959 VOLUME |

County table 1.. | County and State. | 1959 and 1954. | All farms

................. Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.

State table 1.... | State............ 1930 to 1959. . { All farms ... .............. Farms, land in farms, land use, and value.
State table 2. ... | State. ... ........ 193G to 1959.. | All farms by size. . ... ... ... Farms, land in farms, land use.
State table 3. ... [ State............ 1930 to 1959.. | All farms by color and tenure. | Farms, land in farms, cropland harvested.
1959 VOLUME 11,

CHAPTER |
Table 9........ Region and State.| 1949 to 1959.. | All farms . ................ Farms, land in farms, land area, and value.
Table 10....... Region and State.| 1949 to 1959.. | All farms ....... .......... Land use.
Table 11....... Region and State.] 1949 to 1959. . | All farms . ................ Farms reporting by land use.
Table 12....... Region and State. | 1949 to 1959.. ! All farms . ................ Falrmz, totals for cropland, pasture, and wood-

and.

Table 13....... Region and State.! 1949 to 1959.. | Major uses of land......... Land in farms, and land not in farms by use.
Table .. .. { Region and State.| 1949 to 1959.. [ All farms Farms by acres of cropland harvested.
Table Region and State. | 1959 and 1954. | All farms .. Percent of land in farms by use.
Table Region and State. | 1959 and 1954. | All farms .. Percent of farms reporting by land use.
Table Region and State. | 1959 and 1954. | All farms Average acres per farms reporting by use.
Table 17 Western States. | 1959 and 1954 . | All farms Cropland, other than cropland harvested, by

use.

History of census inquiries on farms, land in
farms, land use and farm values—The first na-
tionwide census of agriculture providing data
on the number of farms, land in farms, and
value of land and buildings was taken in 1850.
(The census of 1840 was restricted to the
enumeration of specified agricultural products,
and various classes of farm animals.) The
classification of land use, comparable to that of
most recent censuses, was first used in 1925.
Prior to 1925, land in farms was classified
either as improved or unimproved.

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

The descriptive terms and explanations refer
principally to the 1964 Census of Agriculture,
although, in general, ‘they are applicable to
earlier censuses. The definitions and explana-
tions include instructions found on the ques-
tionnaire, and the more essential instructions
and procedures for enumerating and processing
questionnaires as outlined in the enumerator’s
and office processing manuals. For the exact
wording of the inquiries and instructions on
the questionnaires, see the facsimile of the
1964 agriculture questionnaire in the Introduc-
tion of this volume.
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Definitions having a general application such
as those for ““a farm,” ‘farms,”” “‘farms report-
ing,”" and ‘‘farm operators,” and factors in-
fluencing the accuracy of the data are also
given in the Introduction.

The definition of a census farm has been
modified from time to time; however, the defini-
tion of a farm for 1964 was the same as used
in 1959. An explanation of the various changes
in definitions used in past censuses is given in
the Introduction.

Land area—The approximate land area includes
all land in farms and land not in farms, includ-
ing cities, forests, etc. The approximate land
area figures for individual States used in this
chapter for 1964 differ slightly from those ap-
pearing in volume | of the 1964 Census of Agri-
culture and the 1959 Census of Agriculture
reports. The differences result from the recal-
culation of areas, changes in poltical bound-
aries, and actual changes in land area resulting
from changes in the number or size of reser-
voirs, lakes, etc.

Land in farms—The land to be included in each
farm was determined by inquiries on the ques-
tionnaire and by instructions to enumerators



and farm operators. For the 1964 Census of
Agriculture, the enumerator and farm operator
were instructed to report for each farm oper-
ator, the number of acres owned, then the
number of acres rented or worked on shares,
the number of acres managed for others, and
lastly, the number of acres rented or leased
to others. The acres owned, plus the acres
rented or worked on shares, plus acres man-
aged for others, minus acres rented or leased
to others was designated as ‘‘acres in the
place’” or ‘“‘acres in the farm.” A facsimile of
the section of the questionnaire containing in-
quiries used to determine the area of each
farm is shown below.

| Section 2.—owNersHp | . —— A

OWNED LAND | P/t we would like t ask you 3bout the ownershp of the Ao
| land and burldings you are usng.

3. How many acres do you own? None D v
{1f no lond s owned, mark X n the 1quare for * Nonw ') .

NTED EAS) (Include all land and tracts of R
LAND Rel or ED FROM OTHERS I land rented or leased by you o Lol

and By your parcacrs, regardless of where Jocated  lnclude any | Aare
sepatate felds, meadows, pasturcland, woodiand, and wasccland.)

4. How many acres do you rent from others? None
(Inclade actes worked on shates; also include leased Federal, Sute,
and railroad land, and land you use without paying any rent. Do not
wclude land used under a grazing pecmat.)

Uf “None,” mark X and skip to queshon [5).)
@, What is the neme and mall address of sech landlord and
the number of acres rented or worked on shares for soch?

Name of )

Jlandlord

Mail addre

{Post omu znd Swme)  leresscsseceenes.

Name of =

landlord

Marl addre:

(Poscoffice and Stae) |

Name of e

\andlord

Mail address

(Postofficcand State) e

LAND MANAGED FOR OTHERS

(3] How many ocres do you operate for others as @ hired manoger?  Nonc ]
(Enter the mame and ma address of employer under question 4a.)
(Include any sepaate felds, havland. [
LAND RENTED OR LEASED TO Omasj d rented to others. N
Toctode Tand worked o7 hares by others, Do not inchude land
leased to the Govemment under the Soil Bank.)
: do you rent te others? Nose (J
(ln(lude land rented to others by you and your pareners.)
(If "Noow,” mork X ond skip to queshon [7) )
@. Of the acres rented to others, how many
ore owned by you (or your partners)? None D Acres
5. What Is the name ond oddress of soch fenant
ond the number of acres rented fo soch?
Name of Ao
tenant
Manl addre: :
(Pos¢ oﬁm -nd Stae) 0 leeeeeeeeeee
Name of Acres

tenaat
M:ll addre:
(Post oﬁue and State)

ACRES IN THIS PLACE

{7} Adding acres owned and acres rented from others, / s
then wubtrocting ocres rented to others, we get =" [TTTrimriesessess s e

(Queston 3 plus questton 4 plus quesnon $ minus queston 6 )

Thit is ol the land operoted by you avan though part of it moy be located elsewhers or in other countes, The ra-
moining questions (excopt thotw in Section 13} of his repot, refer 1o the tokal acrws of land tepocted for thn quertion

Ol

The entry in *‘acres in this place’ often in-
cluded land not under cultivation and land not
used for grazing. Land in farms included idle
cropland, woodland, or wasteland. The acreage
of these kinds of land was retained as part of
the land in the farm unless the acreage was
extremely large and had no relation to the agri-
cultural operations on the farm. Places con-
taining only idle land, woodland, or wasteland,
with no agricultural operations or agricultural
use.of the land, such as pasture, were excluded
from the final tabulations. Places with large
acreages owned by various lumber or paper-
product companies were not included as farms.
Where there were agricultural operations on a
place, but the place included large acreages of
land (woodland or wasteland) held for strictly

nonagricultural use, the excess nonagncultura!
land was subtracted from the total acreage in
the place during office processing. Generally,
this procedure was used only in cases involving
10,000 or more acres of nonagricultural land
and the nonagricultural fand represented in
excess of 90 percent of the land reported in the
farm.

If a farm (by definition) in 1959 contained
1,000 acres or more of nonagricultural land
and less than 10 percent of the total acreage in
the place was used for agricultural purposes,
the nonagricultural land in excess of the acres
used for agricultural purposes was excluded
from the farm area. In applying the rule, land
used for crops, pasture, or grazing, and land
rented to others were considered to be used
for agricultural purposes. It is estimated that
under this office procedure about 2 million
acres of land, mainly woodland, was deleted
from agriculture questionnaires in 1959. The
difference in office processing accounted for
some increase from 1959 to 1964 in the
amount of land in woodland not pastured on
farms of 2,000 acres or more in the southeast-
ern States.

All grazing land was to be included as land
in farms provided it was part of a farm. Grazing

_lands in national forests administered by the

U.S. Forest Service and used under permit were
not included as land in farms. These lands
totaled approximately 60 million acres in 1964.
Likewise, rangelands administered by the
Bureau of Land Management of the U.S. De-
partment of Interior and used under permit are
not included as land in farms. These grazing
lands totaled approximately 148 million acres
in 1964. Grazing lands leased to farm and
ranch operators by the U.S. Bureau of Land
Management and grazing land owned by States
and local governments are included as land in
farm. Land leased to farm operators by the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management totaled ap-
proximately 18 million acres in 1964.

Grazing lands other than land used under
permit, operated by grazing associations were
included as land in farms operated by the per-
son chiefly in charge of conducting the business
of the grazing association. A similar procedure
was used in 1964 for the various units of the
national grasslands used by grazing associa-
tions. The national grasslands totaled approx-
imately 3.9 million acres in 1964 and most of

this acreage was in North Dakota and South
Dakota.

All land in Indian reservations used for grow-

ing crops or grazing livestock was included as
land in farms. Land in Indian reservations that

7



was not on farms operated by individual In-
dians or was not rented or leased to non-Indian
farm operators was to be reported in the name
of the cooperative group that used the land.
(See Introduction for a description of the
enumeration of land in Indian reservations.)

Major uses of land—The total land area of the
United States and of each of the States has
been classified by major use, on the basis of
census data for land in farms, and for land not
in farms on the basis of estimates made by the
Natural Resource Economics Division, Eco-
nomic Research Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

Land not in farms—These data were obtained
by subtracting the area of land in farms from
the approximate land area. The estimates of
‘‘grazing land not in farms’ include federally
owned lands administered under the Taylor
Grazing Act and grazed under permit, grazing
lands included in national forests and grazed
under permit, and any other public and pri-
vately owned grazing lands not included as
“land in farms.” The livestock carrying capac-
ity of most of the grazing or rangefand not in
farms is relatively low and a large proportion
of this land provides only seasonal grazing.
The total of 293 million acres of grazing land
not in farms included approximately 208 mil-
lion acres of grazing land in national forests
and lands administered by the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management, and used under a permit.
These 208 million acres of grazing lands pro-
vided 19.1 million animal unit months of graz-
ing in 1964. Users with permits, paid fees
totaling $6.5 million for the use of these graz-
ing lands in 1964. These grazing lands pro-
vided less than one percent of the feed require-
ments of livestock in the United States in 1964.

“Woodland not grazed’ represents only a
part of the commercial forest area as large
areas of forests are not included in farms.

“Other land not in farms” ingludes land oc-
cupied by cities and towns, roads, railways, air-
ports, parks, reservoirs of less than 40 acres,
wildlife refuges, lands used by the military
services, ungrazed desert, open swamp, rock,
and other land of low surface value.

Land in farms according to use in 1964—|and
in farms was classified according to use in
1964. The acreage in each farm was allocated
by the farm operator among the various land-
use categories only once, and any acreage
which had two or more uses during the year
was classified according to its most important
use. For example, if a crop was harvested from
an acreage and the same acreage was then
pastured, the acreage was included as fand
from which crops were harvested and not as

8

cropland pastured. A facsimile of the land-use
section of the questionnaire appears below.

] Soction 4.—LAND USE AND IRRIGATION THIS YEAR, 1964 l J, F
Acror
son 7 . vai
223 Acres In thi ploce (Lt ares fom quesoon 7y voi
We would like (o ask you several questions cegarding the | Acres
CROPLAND use of the land mn this place dunng 1964,
224. How many acres of lond were In flelds and tracts from which
crops ware farvested (mcluding hay cuct this yeor?  None _
(Obtain ¢his area b adding the cees 10 ehe elds of e fram
which anc a¢ morc craps were harvested o i was e di e, 5
acten 1 nonbearng sad bearng planted fert tiees nut trees and B
grapevines. and acres m nunen and gheeahaose produces )
Chack ariwer 1o quettion 224 by onswaring questions g, b, and ¢ below
0. Add ocres of all craps (with ¥ 10 Sexton 31 e
ond enter fotal here —
b. from how many ocres of land ware g
two ceops harvested this year? . —
<. Subtract the acres for b from a and enter difference | Acres
here (the cntn should not duffer from ares m
question 224 by more than 3 aces) —4
Kerer
225. How many acres of cropland were vied only
for patture {or grazing) this year? Nane [ i
Aer
226. How many ocres of cropland ware In cultivated e
summer follow this year? None [] 13
227. How many acras of cropland were used only for soll- Acrs:
Improvement grasses, cover crops, and legumes .
not harvested and not postured this year? None [] 14
(Include cropland n grass of legume crops not harvested and not T
pastured or grazed, 1n the Soil Bank, fecd grain, and wheat programs.) These
touls
228. On how many acras did all crops fall this yaart None (] muse V13
Do not iclude land n Irunts or quts R be
2] wone [ the 1)
329. How mony atres of cropland ware Idle this yaar one B
Unclude 15 woodland all woodlors and tmber tents
WOODLAND | (yrover and delorested land which has value tor wood
products and hus not been mproved tor pasture ) Yy
230. How many acras of woodland were
pastured (or grazed) this year? Noae [} v20)
Acren
233. How many acres of wopdiand were
not pastured (or prazcd) this yeor? Noac [] -4
THER LAND
OTH NI rve
232, How many ncres wers in other pasture
{not cropland pastute and nat woodland pasturc)? Nom (] vag
(f None, mork ¥ ond tkp o quedtion (233] §
a. Of this other pasture, hew mony acres do you faid
«onsider to bo improved pasture? None [ -
(Improsed by hming tecahzing seeding A
sragatng deaning il controlling weeds and hrash )
b. Of this other pasture, how much do you Acres
consider to be rangsland predominantly
gras? R Noae [] -
«. Of this other pasture, how much do you Fee
consider to be rangeland predominantty
brush or browse? None [} . —
[233] How many acras ware in houte lots, barn fots, Acrm
fanes, roads, ditches, and wastsiond? None [} vao
Add thesc acres (questions 224, 223, 226, 227, 228, Acrer
229. 230. 231, 232, and 233) and enter totl here \ ‘O

Cropland harvested—This includes land from
which crops were harvested; land from which
hay (including wild hay) was cut; and land in
small fruits, orchards, vineyards, nurseries,
and greenhouses. Land from which two or more
crops were harvested was to be counted only
once. The entry for cropland harvested was
obtained directly from the farm operator and
then verified by the census enumerator by add-
ing the acreages of each crop harvested and
subtracting from this total the acres of land
from which two or more crops were harvested.
This check was repeated for each farm during
office processing through the use of a com-
puter editing program.

Cropland used only for pasture—The farm op-
erator and enumerator were instructed to in-
clude all land used only for pasture or grazing
that could have been used for crops without ad-
ditional improvement, and all land planted to
crops that were hogged off, pastured, or grazed
before the crops reached maturity. All cropland
used for rotation pasture and land in govern-
ment feed grain or wheat diversion programs
which were pastured under special permit were
also to be included. Enumerators were in-



structed not to include cropland that was pas-
tured before or after crops were harvested.

Cropland not harvested and not pastured—This
class includes cultivated summer fallow, crop-
land used only for soil-improvement crops, land
on which all crops failed, and land planted to
crops to be harvested after the year covered by
the census and idle cropland. Data for this
class were obtained by summarizing data ob-
tained through the use of three questions on
the agriculture questionnaire inh some States
and four questions in other States. The ques-
tions and the subclasses were as follows:

Cultivated summer fallow—This land use was
obtained for the 17 Western States in the
conterminous United States. The acreage of
cultivated summer fallow is negligible in
other States. The farm operator and enu-
merator were instructed to report as fallow
all cropland that was plowed and cultivated
or on which the growth of weeds was con-
trolled through the use of herbicides, but was
left unseeded for the 1964 harvest for the
purpose of controlling weeds and conserving
moisture.

Cropland in soil improvement grasses and
legumes—This classification includes crop-
land used only for cover crops to control
erosion or to be plowed under for improving
the soil. A large part of the acres of cropland
taken out of production under the provision
of the 1964 Feed Grain Program are in-
cluded in this classification. The agriculture
questionnaire contained a separate in-
quiry for this item for the first time in 1959.
For the 1954 Census, cropland in soil im-
provement crops was included with ‘‘Land
on which all crops failed,” under the head-
ing, *‘Cropland used only for crops not har-
vested and not pastured” for the 31 Eastern
States. For the 1950 census, land in this
classification was grouped with *'ldle land”
and ““Land on which all crops failed”" under
the heading ‘‘Other cropland.” For the cen-
suses, 1925 to 1945, it was included under
the heading, “‘Idle or fallow,” or ““Other crop-
fand.”

Other cropland not harvested and not pas-
tured—This classification was used only for
the 1959 census and included in the classi-
fication, idle cropland and land on which all
crops failed.

Crop failure—This classification includes
land on which crops were planted for har-
vest, but wert not harvested because of
drought; damage by hail, insects, or disease;
or because of shortage of labor, low prices,
etc. Land in orchards, groves, or vineyards

on which the crop failed was included in
cropland harvested and not in crop failure.
For 1959, crop failure was included under
the classification, ‘“Other cropland not har-
vested or not pastured’’; in 1954, under
“Cropland used for crops not harvested and
not pastured’’; and in 1950, with idle land
and land in soil-improvement crops under
the classification “Cropland not accounted
for.”” The agriculture questionnaire con-
tained a separate inquiry for the States in the
conterminous United States for this item for
the censuses from 1924 to 1944.

Idle land—This classification included land
that had been used for crops but was idle
in 1964. Idle land was included in “‘Other
cropland not harvested and not pastured”
for the 1959 census. It was a separate land-
use classification for the 1954 census. For
the 1950 census, idle land was included with
crop failure and land for soil-improvement
crops under the heading “‘Cropland not ac-
counted for’’; and grouped with fallow land
under the heading ‘‘Cropland idle or fallow”
in the censuses of 1925 to 1945 for the
conterminous United States.

Woodland pastured and woodland not pas-
tured—These classification were identical for

. all years 1924 to 1964 except for 1939 when

the two classifications were combined as wood-
land.

Woodland pastured—This includes all wood-
land used for pasture or grazing during the
census year. Woodland was defined to in-
clude wood lots or timber tracts, natural or
planted, and cutover and deforested land
with young growth which has or will have
value for wood products. Farm operators and
enumerators were instructed to exclude land
covered by sagebrush or mesquite from
woodland. Such land was to be reported as
other pasture or other land.

Woodland not pastured—This category also
includes land in the Soil Bank which had
been planted in trees and land planted in
trees to be grown as Christmas trees.

Other pasture—All land, other than cropland
and woodland, used for pasture or grazing was
designated other pasture.

This item for the States in the conterminous
United States was qualified as ‘‘Not cropland
and not woodland,’”” from 1949 to 1964; *“Not
cropland plowed within 7 years and not wood-
land,” for 1944; and '‘Not plowable and not
woodland,’’ for 1924 to 1934. For 1939, it was
included as ‘‘Other land.” Separate data for
other pasture are not available for Alaska prior
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to 1950, and for Hawaii prior to 1940. Infor- 1924 to 1964 to obtain comparable data for
mation is presented in table 3 for the various total cropland, cropland pasture, and other pas-
combinations of data required for censuses for ture.

Ta8LE 3. ltems Needed to Obtain Comparability of Data for Earlier Census Years

with Those for 1964, for Total Cropland, Cropland Pastured, and Other
Pasture (not Cropland and not Woodland)

Most nearly compsrable item, each Census
(as shown in Table 5)

To obtain more complete comparability with 1964 the following adjustments would be needed

Cengus
year United !
Item as shown in this report States total Agat Subtract!
acres)
CROPLAND, TOTAL

1964... | Croplend, total......e.vivcvrvnenennioninennns 434,232,200 [ iuiiiiiiiier i i et e
2959, .. | Cropland, total.. . ] 448,087,341 .
1954%,, | Croplend, %otal.. 459,648,961 | .
1949, .. | Croplend, total., . L 478,315,094 1 ...
19442, | Croplend, other then cropland pasture 450,694,226 } Cropland used only for pasture not plowed

not, plowed within 7 years.
1939... | Land svailable for crops....
19342, , | Land available for crops.... 513,913,969 | ....
19292, | Land eveilable for crops. .| 522,395,804 | .
19242,, | Land 8veilable fOT CrOPS....esvessnreeeensens 505,027,400

530,555,551 | .

within 7 years,

.. | Plowable pessture other than croplend pastured (except Alaska).
.. | Plowable pasture other than ¢ropland paetured.
. | Plowable pasture other than cropland paastured.
Plowable pasture other then cropland pastured.

CROPLAND PASTURED

1964, .. | Cropland used only for pasture 57,418,864 | .

1959,,. | Cropland used only for pasture 65,516,598 | .

19542, | Cropland used only for pasture 66,069,838 | .

1949, .. | Cropland used only for pasture 69,487,805

19442, . Cropland used only for pasture plowed 47,449,184 | Cropland uged only for pasture not plowed

within 7 years.
19392, | Plowable PASBU®. ..evssrervrurerrerarerneasns 131,379,940
19342, | Plowable pesture, 98,579,038 | .
19292.. | Plowable pasture, 109,159,914 | ....
19242, . | Plowable pasture. 113,567,498 | ....

within 7 yeers.

Plowable pasture other than croplend pastured.
. | Plowable pasture other than cropland pastured.
Plowable pagture other than croplend pastured.
Plowable pasture other than cropland pastured,

OTHER PASTURE (NOT CROPLAND AND NOT WOODLAND)

1964... | Other pasture, not cropland end not woodland. | 490,306,987
1959,.. | Other pasture, not cropland and not woodland, 466,224,802 | .
19542, . | Other pasture, not cropland and not woodlend. | 459,878,925 .
1949, .. | Other pasture, not cropland and not woodlend. 416,802,416 |
19442, , | Other pasture not cropland plowed within 481,016,668 | ....
7 years and not woodland.

X én'rpland used only for paature not plowed within
7

years,
19392.. | Other land; house lots, roads, wastelend, 393,543,673 | Plowable pasture other than croplend pastured. | House lots, rosds, wastelend, etfe,

ete., and pasture other then ploweble
and woodland.

19342, | Other pasture, not ploweble and not woodland, | 311,225,652 | Plowable pasture other than croplend pastured. | ....
19292, . | Other pasture, not plowable and not woodland, | 269,672,710 | Plowable pasture other than cropland pastured. | ....
1924%,, [ Other pasture, not ploweble and not woodland. | 217,687,145 | Plowable pasture other than cropland pastured. | ....

INo Census data available for these items.
2Data for Alaska and Hawaii not included,

Improved pasture—For 1964 pastureland
that had been limed, fertilized, seeded, had
weeds or brush controlled since 1960; or
was irrigated during 1964; or had an estab-
lished effective system of drainage was to be
considered improved pasture. Data was ob-
tained for improved pasture in 1954 and
1959; however, no year or time limitations
were used in the instruction to farm oper-
ators or enumerators. Improved pasture
composes one subclass of other pasture.
Rangeland predominantly grass—This classi-
fication, first used for 1964, includes un-
improved other pasture often called meadow
or prairie. It includes other pasture with
vegetation comprised mostly of bunchgrass,
shortgrass, buffalograss, bluestem, blue-
grass, switchgrass, sandgrass, lovegrass,
etc.

Rangeland predominantly brush or browse—
This classification, first used for 1964, in-
cludes unimproved other pasture with veg-
etation comprised mostly of desert shrubs,
sagebrush, mesquite, greasewood, mountain
browse, juniper pinon, salt brush, cactus,
etc.
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All other land—This item refers to all land not
included in any of the preceding land-use
classes and includes land occupied by houses
or other buildings; lanes, roads, ditches; land
in ponds; and wasteland.

In addition to the classification of land in
farms according to use, data for three summary
classes are presented as follows:

Cropland, total—This class includes cropland
harvested, cropland used only for pasture, and
cropland not harvested and not pastured.

Land pastured, total—This class includes crop-
land used only for pasture, woodiand pastured,
and other pasture.

Woodland, total—This class includes woodland
pastured and woodiand not pastured.

Land-use classifications 1850 to 1920—From
1850 to 1920, all land in farms was classified
as “improved’’ and ‘“‘unimproved.” In general,
improved land included land in crops; land in
pasture that had been cleared or tilled; land
lying fallow; land in orchards, nurseries, vine-
yards, and gardens; and land occupied by
buildings.




Cropland harvested for 1879 to 1919 was
obtained by adding the acreages of the individ-
val crops harvested for these censuses. Data
for 1850 to 1964 are presented in table 4 for
land-use classifications where comparable data
exists.

Problems in reporting land-use by the farm
operator—In reporting land in his farm accord-
ing to the use made of it during the census
vear, the operator was asked to differentiate
between classes of land for which the dividing
line was not always clear and could not always
be determined on a uniform basis. Although
the wording of the inquiries, the definitions
given, and the instructions were aimed at clar-
ifying the intent of the inquiries, many deci-
sions were left to the judgment of the respond-
ents and enumerators.

Land in fruit orchards, for example, was to
be reported as cropland harvested, regardless
of whether fruit was harvested. Abandoned
orchards were to be reported as idle cropland.
At what point an orchard becomes abandoned
was left for the respondent or the census enu-
merator to decide. Land in permanent pasture
could be reported as cropland pasture if the
decision was made that the land could be used
for crops. Pastureland with scattered trees or
brush could be reported either as woodiand
pastured or as other pasture.

Changes in the wording of questions or the
adding of additional questions to the census
questionnaire may have also caused differences
in the reported classification of the same land
from census to census. For example, the in-
clusion of inquiries requiring the classification
of unimproved other pasture as rangeland pre-
dominately grass or as rangeland predominately
brush and browse may have resulted in reduc-
ing the acreage reported as cropland pasture
and woodland pasture and increased the acre-
age of other pasture.

Generally, the use of land was accepted as
reported by the farm operator and the census
enumerator. Changes were made only when
there was an obvious error or additional infor-
mation elsewhere on the agriculture question-
naire indicated the classification should be
changed.

Office processing of data for land in farms and
land use, 1964—In general, the overall proce-
dures used in the processing of the data for the
1964 census were similar to those used for
previous censuses. The computer editing pro-
gram checked the mathematical consistencies
of acreage figures for each farm and auto-
matically corrected or adjusted these figures

when necessary. For questionnaires having in-
complete or no land-use data reported, the
computer was instructed to impute these data
on the basis of a farm of a similar size in the
same area. This procedure was also used in
cases where there were large errors in the re-
ported acreages. Changes made during the
edit by the computer were reviewed and sig-
nificant errors were corrected. (For a more
detailed explanation of the computer and
clerical processing, see the introduction to this
volume.)

Value of land and buildings—In 1964, the value
of land and buildings was obtained for only a
sample of all farms. (See the Introduction for
a description of this sample.) Separate values
were obtained for owned land, land rented from
others, land managed for others, and land
rented to others. A facsimile of the value in-
quiries on the questionnaire follows:

[353) About how much would the lond and the oy 02y
© " bulidings sell Sor— Avres Total value

z
5
H

00003

oolvar

. Land and buildings owned by you?
(Cops stes Hom question 3 )

b. Lond and buildings rented from others?
{Copy acres fro on 3

< land ond bulidin,
¢Copy acres fro s

d. Land and bulldings rented to othara?
iCops actes tom question 6 )

s |vaz

)
ed for others?

Va3

)

The farm operator and census enumerator
were instructed to report the present market
and not the assessed value. The value
of nonagricultural buildings, such as stores,
filling stations, cotton gins, sugar mills, res-
taurants, hospitals, dormitories, and admin-
istrative offices were to be excluded. The value
of processing plants, except cotton gins and
sugar mills, used to prepare farm produce for
sale from the farm was to be included.

It was not always possible to obtain the value
of land and buildings for ail farms for which
this value was to be reported. Some respond-
ents were reluctant to estimate the value of
their holdings, claiming that they were not in

‘a position to make accurate estimates. Some

farm operators inherited their farms, and others
had acquired them in the distant past. Parts
of many farms were acquired piecemeal and
others had been subdivided since they were
purchased. Some respondents were willing to
estimate the value of the portion of their oper-
ation that they owned, but were unwilling to

estimate the part rented from others. Never-
theless, in-most cases, the value was.estimated

and reported by the farm operator. The total
value of land and buildings for the farms was

calculated during the computer processing.

For 1964, the value of land and buildings
was to be obtained for all farms with 1,000
acres or more; all farms with a value of $100,-
000 or more of farm products sold, and a 20
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TaBLE 4. All Land in Farms and Specified Uses of Land, for the United States:
Censuses of 1850 to 1964

[Figures for regions and States in tables 12 to 16]

Farms Acres
Ir(\c;*ease or decrease Ix(xc;’eaae or decrease Average
. -) from preceding Percent ~) from precedi
Subject Numb Percent census® of all census e Per farm|
er of all Total land in (based Per farm
farms report-
farms on all
Number Percent Number Percent farms) ing
Lend in farms......... U, S. 1964, .. 3,157,857 | 100.0 -552,646 | -14.911,110,187,000 | 100.0 | -13,320,574 -1.2| 351.6] 351.6
U, S.1959.... | 3,710,503| 100.,0) -1,078,522| -22.6|1,123,507,574 | 100.0| -38,033,722 -3.3| 302.8| 302.8
conterminous U, S, 1954... 4,782,416 100.0 -599,746 | -11,1}1,158,191,511 | 100.0 -374,34) (2) 242.2| 2422
U, S, 1950.... | 5,388,437| 100.0 -477,007 -8,111,161,419,720 | 100.0| 16,950,488 1.5| 215.5| 215.5
conterminous U. S. 1945.... | 5,859,163 100.0 -237,630 -3.9]1,141,615,364 | 100.0| 80,762,990 7.6 194.8| 194.8
U, 8. 1940... 6,102,417 | 100.0 -715,551 | -10.5]1,065,113,774 | 100.0| 6,337,263 0.6| 174.5| 174.5
conterminous U, . 1935.... | 6,812,350 100.0 523,702 8.3]1,05,515,111 | 100.0| 67,744,095 6.9 154.8| 154.8
U. 8. 1930.... | 6,295,103| 100.0 -82,992 -1.3| 990,111,984 | 100.0| 62,451,664 6.81 157.3 | 157.3
conterminous U. 8. 1925.... | 6,371,640| 100.0 -76,703 “l.2{ 924,319,352 | 100.0 | -31,564,363 -3.3| 145.11 1452
U, S. 1920..., | 6,453,991| 100.0 86,841 1.4| 958,676,612 100.0| 77,085,390 8.8| 148.5] 148.5
U, S. 1910.... | 6,366,044 | 100.0 624,130 10.9| 881,431,469 | 100.0| 40,206,551 4.8| 138.5| 1385
. U, S. 1900... 5,739,657 | 100,0 | 1,172,731 25.7| 841,201,546 | 100.0| 215,373,155 34,6 | 146,6| 146.6
conterminous U, S, 1890.... | 4,56%,641| 100.0 555,734 13.9| 623,218,619 | 100.0| 87,136,784 16.3| 136.5| 136.5
conterminous U, S. 18€0... 4,008,907 | 100.0 | 1,348,922 50,7 | 536,081,835 100.01128,346,79 31.5| 133,7| 133.7
conterminous U, S, 1870..., | 2,659,985 100.0 615,908 30.1 | 407,735,041 | 100.0 522,503 0.1| 153.3| 153.3
conterminous U, S. 1860.... | 2,044,077 | 100.0 595,004 41,1 407,212,538 | 100.0 | 113,651,924 38,7 | 199.2 | 199.2
contérminous U, S, 1850.... | 1,449,073 100.0 - ~| 293,560,614 | 100.0 - ~-| 202.6| 202.6
Cropland harvested?,..... N veeneno U0 S, 1964, | 2,701,694 85.6 -499,621 | -15.6| 286,891,974 25,8 | -24,584,167 -7.9 90.9 | 106.2
U, S, 1959,... | 3,201,315 86.3 -907,341 | -22.1| 311,476,141 27.7 | -21,585,230 -6,5 83.9 97.3
conterminous U, S. 195.... | 4,104,241 85.8 -630,157 | ~13.3| 332,870,479 28,7 { -11,528,101 -3.3 69.6 81.1
. 8.1949.... | 4,738,230 87.9 -629,092 | ~11.7 | 344,564,497 29,7 | -8,467,215 -2.4 63.9 72.7
conterminous U. S. 1944,... | 5,363,490 9.5 -349,765 -6.1 | 352,865,765 30.9| 31,623,335 9.8 60.2 65,8
U, S.1939.... | *5,713,255| *93.7 -655,933 | -10.3| 321,434,288 30.2| 25,618,254 8.7 52,7 | *s6.2
conterminous U, S, 1934.... | 6,369,188 93.5 407,496 6.81 295,624,176 28.0| -63,617,915| -17.7 43,4 46.4
conterminous U, S. 1929.... | 5,961,692 94.8 (Na) (NAY | 359,242,091 36.4 | 14,692,824 4.3 57.1 60.3
conterminous U, S, 1924.... (Na) (NA) (NA) (N&) 344,549,267 37.3| 4,054,462 -1,2 54.1 | - (NA)
conterminous U, S, 1919,... (Na) (NA) (NA) (NA) 348,603,729 36.5| 37,310,347 12.0 54,1 (NA)
conterminous U, S, 1909.... (NA) (Na) (N&) (NA) | 311,293,382 35.4( 28,075,102 9.9 48.9 (Na)
conterminous U, S. 1899.... N& NA, (NA) (NA) 283,218,280 33.8| 63,512,716 28.9 494 NA)
conterminous U, S. 1889.... NA NA (na) (NA) | 219,705,564 35.3| 53,518,980 32.2 48.1 NA;
conterminous U, S. 1879.... NA] NA - 21 166,186,584 31.0 - - 41,5 NA
Cropland pastured:
Cropland used only for pasture...... creerecieeeeeaa Ul 8. 1964..,, | 1,204,316 38.1 -303,298 { -20.1 57,418, 864 5.2| -8,097,734| -12.4 18.2 47.7
U, 8.1959.... | 1,507,614 40.6 -335,784 | -18.2 65,516,598 5.8 ~724,944 -1.1 17.7 43.5
conterminous U, S, 1954..,, | 1,842,661 38.5 -272,339 | -12.9 66,069, 838 5.7 | -3,262,006 4.7 13.8 35.9
U, 8, 1949.... | 2,115,708 39.3 2470,465 | 328.6 69,487,805 6.0 | 221,882,660 346.1 12.9 32.8
Cropland used only for pasture plowed
within 7 years......... PO veeeene....cOnterminous U, S, 1944,,.. 1,644,535 28,1 |2-1,646,052 | 2-50.0 47,449,184 4.3P-83,930,756 | 2-63.9 8.1 28,9
Ploweble pasture..,....... veeeeeeessee...conterminous U, S, 1939.... | 3,290,587 54.0 425,793 4.9 131,379,940 12.4 | 32,800,902 33.3 21.5 39.9
. conterminous U, S. 1934.... | 2,864,7% 42,1 159,818 5.9 98,579,038 9.3 -10,580,876 -9.7 14.5 34 .4
conterminous U, S, 1929.... | 2,704,976 43.0 140,457 5.5{ 109,159,914 11.1| 4,407,584 -3.9 17.4 40.4
conterminous U. S, 1924.... | 2,564,519| 40.2 - -~ 113,567,498 12.3 - - 17.8 44,3
Cropland not harvested and not pastured..................U, S. 1964.... | 1,332,646 42,2 235,920 2.5 89,921,362 8.1| 18,826,760 26.5 28.5 67.5
U, 8. 1959.... | 1,096,726 29.6 -194,725 | -15.0 71,094,602 6.3| 10,224,931 16.8 19.2 6.8
conterminous U, S, 1954.... | 1,289,674 27.0 -262,538 | -16.9 60,708, 644 5.2 -3,398,900 -5.3 12.7 47.1
. S.1949.... | 11,552,212 128.8 (NA) (Na) 64,262,792 5.5| 13,728,267 27.2 11,9 141.3
conterminous U, S, 1944.... (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 50,379,277 4.4 | -27,129,396 | -35.0 8.6 (NA)
conterminous U, S, 1939.... (Na) (NA) (NA) (Na) 77,508,673 7.3 | -42,202,082 -35.3 12.7 (NA)
conterminous U, S, 1934,... (NA) (Na) (NA) (NA) 119,710,755 11,4 | 65,716,956 1217 17.6 (NA)
conterminous U, S, 1929.... (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 53,993,799 5.5| 17,083,164 15.1 8.6 (NA)
conterminous U, S, 192.... (NA) (NA) - - 46,910,635 5.1 - - 7.4 (N&)
Cultivated summer £allow®...........c.....cv......17 States 1964,.., 225,259 7.1 29,604 15.1 36,980,931 3.3| 6,262,004 20.4 11,7 | 164.2
17 States 1959, ... 195,655 20.2 -18,756 -8.7 30,718,927 44| 2,087,524 7.3 31.7 | 157.0
17 States 1954..,. 214,411 18,2 7,370 3.6 28,631,403 4.1| 3,016,860 11,8 24.3| 1335
17 States 1949..,. 207,041 15.9 (NA) (NA) 25,614,543 3.7 (NA) (NA) 19.6 | 1234
With no cropland harvested®....... ..17 States 1959..,. 2,934 3.0 -3,115 -51.,5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (Na) {Na)
17 States 1954.... 6,049 0.5 631 11,6 (na) (Na) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
17 States 1949.... 5,418 0.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) - - (NA) (NA)
Other cropland not harvested
and not pastured........... vieeveses....conterminous U, S, 1954,... | 1,140,171 23,8 -269,646 | -19.1 32,077,241 2.8| -6,415,760( -16.7 6.7 28.1
conterminous U, S, 1949.... | 1,409,817 26,2 (na) (NA) 38,493,001 3.3 [€7V] (NA) 7.2 28.7
Totel for 31 States®..............eccevreen....3L States 1954, ... 902,370 25.0 -232,148 | -20.5 18,411,700 4.0| -6,101,255| -24.9 5.1 20.4
31 States 1949.... | 1,134,518 27.8 (Na) (NA) 24,512,955 5.2 (NA) (NA) 6.0 21.6
Land used only for crops not harvested and
not pastured (soil-improvement crops, new
seedings, and crop failure)®........... ....3L States 1954.... 305, 850 . 8.5 (NA) (na) 4,953,061 1.1 (NA) (Na) 1.4 16.2
With no cropland harvested®..............31 States 1954.... 19,991 0.6 (Na) (na) (NA) (NA) (Na) (n4) (NA) (NA)
Idle cropland®........c.cvevieencenneas.....31 States 195, ... 696,498 19.3 (NA) (NA) 13,458,639 3.0 (NA) (NA) 3,7 19.3
Soil-improvement CrOPS.......ocecoo- veee. U, S, 1964,..,. 706,944 22.4 (NA) (NA) 28,545,234 2.6 (NA) (NA) 9.0 40.4
conterminous U. S. 1959.... 330,191 8.9 (Na) (na) 16,375,535 1.5 (na) (N&) A 49,6
Other cropland... J U, S. 1959..,. 738,489 19.9 (NA) (NA) 24,000,140 2. (NA) (NA) 6.5 32.5
Crop failure..... eeieeeieen UL S, 1964, 157,504 5.0 (na) (NA) 6,296,009 0.6 (Na) (NA) 2.0 40.0
conterminous U, S, 1%44.... 385,727 6.6 -218,677 | -36.2 10,297,172 0.9 -10,282,845| -50.0 1.8 26.7
conterminous U, S, 1939.... 604,404 9.9 ~644,848 | -51.6 20,580,017 1.9} -43,101,760 | -67.7 3.4 34.1
conterminous U, S, 1934.... | 1,249,252 18,3 697,930 | 126.6 63,681,777 6.0| 50,975,194} 4012 9.3 51.0
conterminous U, S. 1929.... 551,322 8.8 (NA) (Na) 12,706, 583 1.3 -311,366 ~2.4 2.0 23.0
conterminous U, S, 192%4.... (NA) (NA) - -1 13,007,949 1.4 - - 20(  (w)
Cropland, L1d1e.......ceeeresnansonsccnes PO | - 581,453 18.4 (N&) (Na) 18,099,188 1.6 (NA) (NA) 5.9 3.1
Cropland, idle or £allowW.................conterminous U, S, 1,107,224 18.9 -544,995 | -33.0 40,082,105 3.5{ -16,846,551 | -29.6 6.8 36,2
conterminous U, S. 1,652,219 27.1 -379,%47 | -18.7 56,928,056 5.4 899,678 1.6 9.3 34.5
conterminous U. S. 2,031,966 29.8 647,374 46.8 56,028,978 5.3| 14,741,762 35,7 8.2 27.6
conterminous U, S, 1,384,592 22,0 (Na) (Na) 41,287,216 4.2 17,39,530 2.8 6.6 29.8
conterminous U, S. (na) (NA) - - 33,892,686 3.7 - - 5.3 (na)

See footnotes at end of table,
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7asLe 4. All Land in Farms and Specified Uses of Land, for the United States:
Censuses of 1850 to 1964 —continued

[Figures for regions and States in tables 12 to 16]

Farms Acres
Increase or decrease Increase or decrease Average
-) from precedi Percent | (-) from preceding
Subject Percent ) P e 1
Number of all census Total ‘]:.ﬁn;l}n census P?;sé’:;m Per farm
farma report~
Number Percent farns Number Percent g:r:;])- ing
Woodland pastu.red........................................‘U. S. 954_.693 30.2 »145,0377' -13.2 82,209,659 7.4 | -10,358,564 -11.2‘i 2§>.04 86._1~
. 8. 1,099,730 29.6 -401,040] -26.7 92,568,223 8.2 | -28,740,935 | -23.7 24,9 842
conterminous U, S. 1,500,401 3.4 -196,0411 -11.6[ 121,151,635 10.5 | ~13,563,340 | -10.1 25.3 80.7
.S, 1,696,910 31.5 179,612 11.8 135,133,592 11.6 | 39,639,729 41.7 25.1 79.6
conterminous U. S. 1,516,830 25.9 (Na) (Na) 95,075,246 8.3 (Na) (N4) 16.2 62.7
conterminous U. S, 2,186,106 32.1 254,738 13.2 | 108,095,711 10.3| 22,773,811 26.7 15.9 49.4
conterminous U. S. 1,931,368 30.7: 153,484 8.6 85,321,900 8.6 8,617,954 11.2 13.6 44,2
conterminous U. S. 1,777,884 27.9 - - 76,703,946 8.3 - - 12.0 43.1
Woodland not PSHUIed...esursiserereieessnsesnrenaeanansUs S, 1964, .. 973,519 30.8 -213,216 | -18.0 63,766,772 5.7| -7,869,294 | -11.0 20.2 65.5
. 8. 1959.... | 1,186,735 32.0 -191,486 | '-13.9 71,636,066 6.4 | 4,547,227 6.0 19.3 60.4
conterminous U, S, 1954.... | 1,377,651 28.8 -272,213| -16.5 75,820,772 6.5| -9,278,663 | -10.9 15.9 55.0
U, S. 1949 1,650,882 30.6 -39,328 -2.3 85,426,913 7.41 13,838,252 19.4 15.9 51.7
conterminous U. S. 1,689,192 28.8 (Na) (NA) 71,261,183 6.2 (Na) (NA) 12.2 42.2
conterminous U, §. 1,909,067 28,0 297,869 18.5 77,379,254 7.3) 12,755,429 19.7 1.4 40,5
conterminous U. S. 1929.. 1,611,198 25.6 ~25,442 -1.6 64,623,825 6.5| -2,443,390 -3.6 10.3 40.1
conterminous U, S. 1924.... 1,636,640 25.7 - - 67,067,215 7.3 = - 10,5 41.0
Other pasture: :
Not_croplend and not woodland.....eeeeeecn.... veesenedUl S, 1964, | 1,488,254 47,1 -126,688 7.8 | 490,306,967 44.2| 24,082,185 52 155.3 329.5
U. 8. 1959.... | 1,614,942 43,5 -383,129 | -19.2| 466,224,802 41.5| 4,904,558 1.1] 125.7 288.7
conterminous U. S. 1954.. 1,996,849 41.8 -65,5% -3.2| 459,878,925 39.7| 44,229,405 | 10.6 9.2 230.3
U. 8. 1949.. 2,063,076 38,3 ©-865,370 ©-29.6 | 416,802,416 35.9 665,367,148 | ©-13.6 77 A 202.0
Improved Pasture.....ceevsecescesosasevsosasnscaaasls S, 1964, 502,217 15,9 (NA) (Na) 36,099,022 3.3| 12,853,925 55.3 11.4 7.9
. S. 1959.. 357,437 9.6 -29,754 7.7 23,366,793 2.1| 6,031,586 3%.8 6.3 65.4
conterminous U. S. 1954.... 387,191 8.1 - - 17,335,277 1.5 - - ) b,
Not cropland plowed within 7 years and
not woodland......... eeeversrasosocOnterminous U, S, 1944.... 2,927,813 50.0 (NA) (NA) 481,016,668 42.1 (Na) (NA) 82.1 164.3
Not ploweble and not woodlend............conterminous U. S, 1934.. 2,019,431 29.6 254,428 4.4 311,225,652 29.5| 41,552,942 15.4 45,7 154.1
conterminous U. S. 1929.. 1,765,003 28.1 153,078 9.5 269,672,710 27.3] 51,985,565 23,9 42,9 152.8
conterminous U. S. 1924.. 1,611,925 25.3 - - 217,687,145 23.6 - - 34.2 |  135.0
Other land: I
House lots, roads, wasteland, €10e.ecesesscersanseanssl. S, 1964,.,, | 2,802,715 88.8 (Na) (Na) 39,671,382 3.6 { -5,319,760 -11.8 1206 14.2
. 8. 1959.... (na) (na) (na) (Na) 44,991,142 40| 2,435,125 5.8 12.1 (na)
conterminous U, S. 1954.... 4,276,159 89.4 415,429 (  -8.9 41,691,218 3.6 | -3,572,766 -7.9 8.7 9.7
U. S. 1949.... 4,695,184 87.1 -599,185 -11.3 45,741,705 3.9 1,695,943 3.9 8.5 9.7
conterminous U. S. 1944.,.. 5,290,773 90.3 (Na) (Na) 43,568,041 3.8 (na) (NA) 7.4 8.2
conterminous U. S. 1934,... 6,003,964 88.1 1,252,653 26.4 43,900,525 4.2 ~856,252 -1.9 6.4 7.3
conterminous U. S. 1929.... | 4,751,311 75.6 (na) (na) 44,756,777 4.5 | -13,076,869 | -22.6 7.1 9.4
conterminous U. S. 1924..,.. (NA) (NA) - - 57,833,646 6.3 - - 9.1 ()
House lots, roads, wasteland, ete,, and pasture
o ;th:r than plowable and woodland’.......conterminous U. S. 1939.... 5,222,7%4 85.7 - - 393,543,673 37.1 | 38,417,496 | 10.8 64.5 5.4
Toplend ¢ . | il L A
Total®ueurtiusnnnriiesesniriiesdiinnneieieeenaU S0 1964, | 2,907,265]  92.1|  -524,279 -15.3| 434,232,200  39.1| -13,855,141 137.5 |  149.4
u. 3,431,544 92.5 -992,604| 325 LB 3417 9.9 12,085,943 = 1208  T130.6
conterminous U. 4,418,915 R.4 627,748 [ - ~12.4 459,648,961 39.7| -18,188,977 -3.8 96.1 104.0
U. S. 1949.... | 15,046,663 393.8] 3-521,155| 3-9.4| 478,315,094 41.2 | 227,143,712 %6.0 88.8 194.7

Cropland other than cropland pasture not
plowed within 7 years®... ....conterminous U, S, 1944.... 5,567,818 95.0 2.423,485 371 450,694,226

W
D
w

379,436,817 | 2-15.0 76.9 80.9

Land available for crops®®......icvveviniiraneieeeeel U0 802930, ., | 15,991,303 198.3 (NA) (Na) | 530,555,551 49,8 16,217,074 3.2 86.9 188.5
conterminous U, S. 1934.... (Na) (NA) (NA) (na) | 513,913,969 48,7| -8,481,835 -1.6 75.4 (NA)
conterminous U. S. 1929.... (Na) (Na) (NA) (NA) 522,395,804 52,9 17,368,404 3.4 83.1 (NA)
conterminous U. S. 1924.... (na) (Na) - -1 505,027,400 54,6 - - 79.3 (Na)

Land pastured, tOtAl...seseseesesnsncnrsoncacacasasesssasle 2,448,026 77.5 -397,762| -14.0| 629,935,510 56,7| 5,625,887 0.9 199.5 257.3
U. 2,845,788 76.7 753,151 -20,9 624,309,623 55.6 | -24,561,321 -3.8 168.3 219.4

conterminous U. 3,596,951 75.2 ~448,973| -11.1| 647,100,398 55.9 | 27,404,059 44| 1353 179.9

U, 14,045,924 | 175.2 -388,962 -8.8 | 621,423,813 53,5| -3,844,759 -0.6 | 115.3 | 53.2

conterminous U, 4,434,886 75.7 (NA) (NA) 623,541,098 54,6 (Na) (NA) 106, 4 140.6

conterminous U. (na) (Na) (na) (NA) | 517,900,401 49.1| 53,745,877 11.6 76,0 (Na)

conterminous U, S. 1929,. (na) (NA) (NA) (NA) 464,154,524 47.0| 56,195,935 13.8 73.8 ()

conterminous U. S, 1924.... (Na) (na) - - 407,958,589 441 - - 64.0 ()

W00d1aNnd, BOLAL. .. eeesraeserasaseeocaereacneraronasaasesls 1,594,920 50.5 -283,6401 -15.1| 145,976,431 13.1| -18,227,858 | -11.1 46,2 91.5
. 1,878,560 50.6 -510,555 | -21.4| 164,204,289 14.6 | -33,288,162 | -16.9 4.3 87.4

conterminous U. 2,388,256 49,9 -347,505 | -12.7| 196,972,407 17.0| -22,842,003 | -10.4 21,2 82.5

. 12,735,761 150.8 56,018 2,1 | 220,560,505 19.0| 53,477,981 32.2 40.9 180.3

conterminous U. 2,679,743 45.7 -222,413 -7.7 166,336,429 4.6 29,158,771 21.3 28.4 62,1

conterminous U, 2,902,156 47.6 (Na) (NA) | 137,177,658 12,9 | -48,297,307 | ~26.0 22.5 47.3

conterminous U. (Na) (nn) (NA) (Na) 185,474,965 17.6 | 35,529,240 23.7 27.2 (NA)

conterminous U. (NA) (NA) (Na) (na) 149,945,725 15.2 6,174,564 4.3 23.8 (NA)

conterminous U, (NA) (Na) (NA) (NA) | 143,771,161 15.6 1 -23,959,633 | -14.3 22.6 (na)

conterminous U, (NA) (Na) (NA) (Na) 167,730,794 17.5 | -23,134,759 -12.1 26.0 {(na)

conterminous U. (Na) (Na) (NA) (NA) | 190,865,553 21.7 (NA (¥a) 30.0 (Na)

conterminous U. (NA) (NA) (Na) (NA) 190,255,744 35.5| 30,945,567 19.4 33.2 (NA)

conterminous U. (Na) (NA) - - 159,310,177 39.1 - - 34.9 (NA)

Improved land''..........ceesetiiiianna.... conterminous U, . (Na) (Na) (na) (NA) | 503,073,007 52.6 | 24,621,257 5.1 78.0 (Na)
conterminous U. . (NA) (NA) (N&) (NA) [ 478,451,750 54.4 | 63,953,263 15.4 75.2 (Na)

conterminous U. . (Na) (NA) (n) (NA) | 414,451,487 49,4 | 56,881,732 15.9 7.2 (NA)

- conterminous U. . (Na) (Na) (NA) (NA) 357,616,755 57.4| 72,845,713 25.6 78.3 (NA)

conterminous U, . (NA) (NA) (Na) (NA) | 284,771,042 53.1| 95,849,943 50.7 7.0 (na)

conterminous U, . (Na) (M) (NA) (Na) | 188,921,099 46.3( 25,810,379 15.8 71.0 (NA)

conterminous U, S. . () (NA) (MA) (NA) 163,110,720 40.1| 50,078,106 44.3 .8 (\a)

conterminous U. S. 1850.... (Na) (Na) - -1 13,032,614 38.5 - - 78.0 (na)

NA Not available. 2 Less than 0,05 percent, 1Except for 1964-1959, date represent differences for the conterminous United States. 2Prior to 1924, the total

acreage of crops for which figures are available, except for 1919 when 14,502,932 acres of corn cut for forage were excluded as most of this was probably duplioaéed in the acreage
of corn harvested for grain. Much of the change from 1944 to 1949 and from 1939 to 1944 due to, chenge in definition. See text. “Data are for 17 States for which a
separate inquiry was included on the questiommaire, Cultivated summer fallow is negligible in other States. See table 15 for States included. *Data are for 31 States for
vhich separate inquiry was carried for lend used only for crops not harvested and not pastured. Sfuch of the change from 1944 to 1949 due to change in definition, See text.
7chludgs pasture other than ploweble and woodland: also wasteland, house lots, barnyvards, feed lots, lenes, rosds, etc, 8Cropland harvested, cropland used only for pasture
$pd cropland not, harvested and not pestured. 9cr0plax)d harvested, cropland used only tOr pasturea plowéd within 7 years, ana cropland not harvested and not pastured. !

Cropland harvested; orop failure; croplend, idle or tallow; and plowablé pasture. nNominalls' includes all land regularly tITIéd or mowed; lana in pasture that has been

¢leared or tilled; land lying fallow; land in gardens, orchards, vineyards, and murseries; and all land occupied by buildings, yerds, barnyards, etc. See text,
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percent sample of the remaining farms. Based
on a special compilation for a sample compris-
ing every tenth county, the value of land and
buildings was not reported for any of the items
for which it was required for 5 percent of the
farms.

For 1964, the value of land and buildings
was supplied by an agricultural statistician or
was imputed by the use of the computer when
the value was not reported. These values were
imputed on the basis of another farm of sim-
ilar size, economic class, and tenure in the
same area. The analysis of the supplying of
the value of land and buildings in a sample
comprising every tenth county indicated that
approximately 7 percent of the total value of all
land and buildings in the U.S. was imputed
through the use of the computer. The published
data represent totals for all farms. For 1964 in
calculating the average value per farm, the ag-
gregate dollar value was divided by the number
of farms in the sample. The average value per
acre was caiculated by dividing the aggregate
dollar vaiue by the total land in farms for the
farms in the sample.

For the 1959, 1954, and 1950 Censuses of
Agriculture, the value of land and buildings
was obtained for only a sample of the farms.
(The sample for these censuses comprised ali
farms of 1,000 or more acres and approxi-
mately one-fifth of the remaining farms). How-
ever, the value of land and buildings for these
censuses was tabulated only for farms for which
the value was reported where required for land
and buildings owned, land and buildings rented
from others, land and buildings managed for
others, and the value of land and buildings
rented to others. For the 1959 census, the
value of land and buildings was tabulated for
only 81 percent of the farms. In order to obtain
the total value of land and buildings it was nec-
essary to make calculations (ratio estimates)
to provide estimates of the total value. The
percentage of usable reports was less for large
farms than for small farms. Inasmuch as the
average value per acre is generally less for the
larger farms than for the smaller farms, the
total value of land and buildings was obtained
by calculating total value by size-of-farm groups.

For the 1959 census, calculations by size-of-
farm groups were made separately for farms of
1,000 acres or more (and farms with total value
of farm products sold of $100,000 and over)
and farms less than 1,000 acres in size. The
actual procedure for calculating the total value
in 1959 was as follows: The average value per
acre of farms for each size-of-farms group with-
in each State part of an agricultural subregion
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was calculated for the group of farms with value
of land reported. This average value per acre
for each size group was multiplied by the total
acres for all farms in the size group in the
State part of the agricultural subregion to
obtain the estimated total value for all farms
in that size group. Estimated value of State
parts of the subregions and for States was
obtained by adding the estimated value of farms
for all size groups. The average value per farm
and per acre for each State was obtained by
dividing the estimated value of all farms by the
number of farms or by the total acres of land in
farms.

For the 1954 census, the value of land and
buildings was calculated for each county. For
each county, total value was calculated sepa-
rately for large and for all other farms. Large
farms included all farms of 1,000 acres or
more, and for some States, those meeting cer-
tain additional criteria of largeness. To estimate
the value of large farms, the average value per
acre for those for which value of land and build-
ings was reported was multiplied by the total
land in all large farms in the county. The value
of the farms other than large in each county was
obtained by multiplying the average value per
acre for those farms for which value was re-
ported by the total acres of land in farms for
farms other than large farms. County and State
totals for the value of land and buildings were
obtained by adding the calculated value of large
farms and farms other than large farms.

For the 1950 census, the procedure for cal-
culating the total value of land and buildings
differed somewhat from that used in 1954. For
1950, the calculations were made for each
State. The total value for each of 37 States was
obtained by multiplying all land in farms by the
average per acre obtained for the farms for
which value of land and buildings was reported.
For the 11 Mountain and Pacific States, the
estimate was obtained by calculating the value
of fland and buildings for each size-of-farm
group and then adding the calculated value for
all size-of-farm groups.

The ratio calculations for total value of land
and buildings made for the 1959, 1954, and
1950 censuses, as described above, provide
more accurate estimates of total value of land
and buildings than totals calculated by using
the average value per acre or per farm for only
the farms for which the value of land and build-
ings was reported. The differences between the
average value of land and buildings as calcu-
lated by using the procedures outlined and the
average value calculated for the farms for which
the value of land and buildings was reported
are as follows for the 48 States comprising the
conterminous United States.



Average value per farm | Average value per acre
Subject

1959 T 1954 1950 1959 1954 1950

Average value of land and
buildings for farms for
whci‘cl;) )l/gjues of land
an uildings were re-
ported g ........... $33,173/$19,761|$13,911| $120.43| $84.82| $66.75

Calculated average value
of "?-:ndd ang buildingfs
weighte: size-of-
farm groupsy .......... $34,825($20,405($13,983|$115.15| $84.25| $64.96

The value of land and buildings has been ob- CHANGE [N FARMS
tained for each census beginning in 1850. The
value shown for 1945 and prior censuses re-
present totals obtained by adding the value of
land and buildings for all farms. The value
figures shown for each census represent the
market value on the census date, although spe-
cific instructions for reporting the amount for
which the land and buildings would sell were
first given for the 1900 census. Prior to that
time, the inquiries asked for ‘“‘cash value’ or
merely ‘‘value,”” without further specifications.
Except for 1870, the values presented in this
chapter for each census are the same as shown
in the reports for that census. The 1870 figures
are the same as those carried in the reports for
the 1880 census and subsequent censuses and
represent an adjustment of the original figures
to a gold basis. These figures were approximate-
ly one-fifth less than the figures published in the : From 1910 to 1930, the number of farms re-
report for the 1870 census. mained relatively unchanged, ranging from 6.4

Change in number of farms—In 1964, the
number of farms was 550,000 less than in 1959
and 1,600,000 less than in 1954. The 3.2
million farms in 1964 represent the small-
est number of farms recorded for any census
since 1870. In 1850, the first census for which
a count of farms was made, there were 1,449,-
073 farms, or one farm for each 16 persons
living in the United States. With the growth of
population and westward migration, the number
of farms increased at a rate faster than the
growth of the total population until 1880 when
there were more than 4 million farms or 12.5
persons per farm. By 1910, the number of
farms had increased to over 6.3 million, but the
ratio of farms to population increased to one
farm for every 14.5 persons.

1asLe 5. Farms, all Land in Férms, and Value of Farms, for the United States:
1850 to 1964 ‘

[Data for value of farms in the conterminous United States for 1964, 1959, 1954, and 1950 are based on reports for only a sample of farms. See text.
Figures for regions and States in table 12]

Number of farms All land in farms Value of ferms (land and buildings) Aporoximate land ares
Increase or decrease Increese or decrease arIg::::Ze
Year (=) from previous (-) from previous Total ) fro Average Average Percent
Total census? Acres census (dol1ers) 1 ™ | per farm| per acre Acres? in
ollars Previous | (aollars) | (dollars) farms
census
Mumber Percent Acres Percent (percent)

3,157,857 -552,646 ~14.9 | 1,110,187,000 -13,320,574 -1.2] 159,931,664,979 23.6 50,646 143.81 | 2,266,272,640 49.0
. | 3,710,503 | -1,078,522 -22.6 |1,123,507,57% | -38,033,722 -3.3 | 129,005,414,000 32,2 34,826 115.08 | 2,268,378,240 49.5
. | 4,782,416 ~599,746 -11.1 | 2,158,191,511 ~374,341 (z) | 97,582,918,000 2.7 20,405 8%.25 | 1,903,824,640 60.8
.. | 5,388,437 -477,007 -8.111,161,419,720 16,950,488 1.5 75,462,427,000 62.2 14,005 64.97 | 2,273,406,080 51,1
.| 5,859,169 -237,630 -3.9|1,141,615,364 80,762,990 7.6 46,388,925, 560 37.9 7,917 40,63 | 1,905,361,920 59.9
. | 6,102,417 -715,551 -10.5 ; 1,065,113,774 6,337,263 0.6 33,758,367,972 2.4 5,532 31.69 | 2,274,943,360 46,8
.. | 6,812,350 523,702 8.3 1,054,515,111 67,744,095 6.9 32,858,844,012 -31.4 4,823 31,16 | 1,903,216,640 55.4
.. | 6,295,103 -82,992 -1.3 | 990,111,984 62,451,664 6.8 47,994,475,975 -3.2 7,62 48.47 | 2,272,798,720 43.6
. | 6,371,640 -76,703 -1,2 924,319,352 ~31,564,363 -3.3 49,467,647,287 -25.4 7,764 53.52| 1,903,216,640 48.6
« | 6,453,991 86,841 1.4 958,676,612 77,085,390 8.8 66,446,345,611 90.6 10,295 69,31 | 2,272,824,320 42,2
. | 6,366,044 624,130 10.9] 881,431,469 40,206,551 4,8 34,884,925,036 109,5 5,480 39.58 | 2,272,898, 560 38.8
5,739,657 1,172,731 25.7 841,201,546 215,373,155 34,6 | %16,674,677,447 25,1 2,905 19.82 | 2,273,070,720 37.0
. | 4,564,641 555,734 13,9 623,218,619 87,136,784 16.3 13,279,252,649 30,2 2,909 21.31 | 1,%03,337,600 32.7
.. | 4,008,907 1,348,922 50.7 536,081,835 128,346,79% 3L.5 10,197,096,776 37.0 2,544 19.02 | 1,903,337,600 28.2
. | 2,659,985 615,908 30.1 407,735,041 522,503 0.1 37 4,054,462 12.0 2,799 18,26 | 1,903,337,600 2.4
. | 2,044,077 595,004 41.1 407,212,538 113,651,924 38.7 6,645,045,007 103.1 3,251 16.32 | 1,903,337,600 21,4
1,449,073 - - 293,560,614 - - 3,271,575,426 - 2,258 11,14 | 1,884,375,680 15.6

Z Less than 0,05 percent,

1Datn for Alaske and Hawaii not included.

ZChanges in land area represent changes in boundaries, changes due to construction of reservoirs, to draimsge of lakes and swamps, etc., except for 1940 when & complete re-
meagurement of the United States was made.

JDoes not include value of land and buildings for Hawaii,

“Does not include value of land and buildings for Alaska,

3Yalue of gold -- approximately 1/5 less then reported ourrency values published in the 1870 report.
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million in 1910 to 6.3 million in 1930. Since
1935, the number of farms has been declining.
The 1935 census recorded an all time high of
6.8 miltion farms. By 1940 the number of
farms had decreased to 6.1 million. This down-
ward trend in the number of farms continued
at an accelerated rate until 1959, with a
decline of nearly 4 percent between 1940
and 1945, slightly more than 8 percent between
1945 and 1950, over 11 percent from 1950 to
1954, and 22.6 percent from 1954 to 1959.
The rate of decline slowed somewhat from 1959
to 1964, when there was a decrease of about
15 percent.

During the period since 1930, while the num-
ber of farms decreased almost 50 percent, the
total population of the United States has in-
creased more than 50 percent. This same rela-
tionship is also indicated by the data for aver-
age number of persons per farm. There is now
about one farm for every 60 persons in the
United States. There was one farm for every
20 persons in 1930. Average acres of land in
farms and of cropland harvested per capita
have also decreased during this 35 year period.
In 1930, there were 8 acrés of land in farms
per person; in 1964 there were less than 6
acres per person. The average acreage of crop-
land harvested per person in 1964 was about
one half the average for 1930.

In the Eastern States, the abandonment of
some of the poor agricultural lands, particularly

in the more mountainous areas, and the diver-

sion of farm lands to other uses, have resulted
in a substantial decrease in the number of
farms. The New England States, as a group,
lost over one-fourth of their farms and 1.5
million acres of farmland from 1959 to 1964.
In the States in the Middle Atlantic Division, the
decline in number of farms ranged from 17 per-
cent in Pennsylvania to 31 percent in New Jer-
sey.

The largest decrease in the number of farms
from 1959 to 1964 occured in the South where
there was a loss of 270,000 or almost 17 per-
cent of the farms from 1959 to 1964. A large
part of the change in the South resulted from
the disappearance of share-tenant and crop-
per farms. In 1964, there were 113,000 fewer
farms operated by tenants in the South than in
1959..In five years, the decrease in the number
of farms operated by crop-share tenants totaled
almost 101,000.

Consolidation of smaller farms into larger
operating units has been an important factor
contributing to the large net decrease in the
number of farms since 1920. In 1920, the
average size was 148 acres with 54 acres of
cropland harvested. By 1964, the average size
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tasLe 6. Total Population and Average
Number of Persons per Farm,
with per Capita Data for Land in
Farms, Cropland Harvested, and
Value of Farm Products Sold, for
the United States: 1850 to 1964

Average per capita
Average
Number | number
Item and of of Land Cropland Value
census persons 1| persons in harvested 2] of farm
year (1,000) {perfarm| farms (acres) products
(acres) sold
(doliars)
Total
opu-
ation
4 ..., 191,463 60.63 5.8 1.5 +184
1960 .. ... 179,323 48.33 6.3 1.7 170
19543 .. .] 161,763 33.82 7.2 2.1 152
1950 ..... 151,326 28.08 7.7 2.3 147
1945% .. .. 139,583 23.82 8.2 25 116
1940 .. ... 132,165 21.66 8.1 24 351
19353 . .| 127,057 18.65 8.3 2.3 (NA)
1930 .....} 123,203 19.57 8.0 829 390
19253 .. .| 115,402 18.11 8.0 3.0 (NA)
1920 ..... 106,022 16.43 9.0 333 (NA)
1910 ..... 92,228 14.49 9.6 33.4 (NA)
1900 ..... 76,212 13.28 11.0 33.7 (NA)
18908 .. ... 62,980 13.79 9.9 3.5 (NA)
18808 ..... 50,189 12,51 10.7 3.3 (NA)
18708 ..... 39,818 14.97 10.2 (NA) (NA)
1860° .. ... 31,443 15.38 13.0 (NA) (NA)
18508 .. ... 23,192 16.00 12.7 (NA) (NA)

NA Not available.

1 Figures for 1910 to 1964 relate to April 1, those for earlier
years to June 1. Figures for decennial years are based on the
decennial censuses with adjustments to obtain comparability;
those for other years are estimates. Figures for 1940 to 1964
include members of Armed Forces overseas, for earlier years
the number of persons in the Armed Forces overseas was not
available, but the number was probably negligible. Figures for
18?7? include adjustments for under enumerations in Southern

ates.

2 Prior to 1924, based on total acreage of crops harvested.
3 Data for Alaska and Hawaii not included.

had increased to 351.6 acres with 106.2 acres
of cropland harvested. Since 1959, the aver-
age size of farms has increased almost 50
acres or about 16 percent.

Effect of definitions and procedures on num-
ber of farms—Changes in the total number of
farms from census to census have been affected
by changes in definitions and procedures. The
definition of a farm was the same in 1964 and
19509,

The definition of a farm in 1964 and in
1959 was as follows: Places of less than 10
acres were counted as farms if the estimated
sales of agricultural products for the year
amounted to at teast $250. Places of 10 acres

~or more were counted as farms if the estimated

sales of agricultural products for the year
amounted to at least $50. Places having less
than the $50 or $250 minimum estimated sales
were also counted as farms if they could nor-
mally be expected to produce agricultural pro-
ducts in sufficient quantity to meet the require-
ments of the definition.



For changes in the definition of a farm and
for a statement of the effect of procedures used
for enumeration and office processing upon the
number of farms, reference should be made
to the introduction.

Use of land in 1964—The land area of the
50 States totals 2,266 million acres, of which
1,110 million acres or 49 percent was included
in farms in 1964. Of the remaining 1,156 mil-
lion acres not inciuded in farms, an estimated
additional 293 million acres were grazed by
livestock in 1964. If the uses of land in farms
and the uses of land not in farms were com-
bined the total use of the land area in 1964
would be as follows:

Cropland, including cropland used only for
pasture ... ......... 434 million acres

Pasture and grazing land (including wood-
land and forest land pastured or

grazed) ............ 866 million acres
Forest and woodland not pastured or

grazed ............ 507 million acres
Other land, total ... ... 460 million acres

Data on land use refer only to land area and
do not reflect the great variations in the quality
of the land having various uses. The quality
of the various kinds of cropland varies from
use to use and area to area and also within
areas. Cropland used only for pasture supplies
more feed per acre than other pasture and
grazing land; however, the quality of cropland
pasture also varies greatly from farm to farm
and area to area. There are similar variations
in the productivity of woodland and forest land.

Of the total cropland in 1964, there were
287 million acres from which crops were har-
vested, 57 million acres pastured, and 90 mil-
lion acres of cropland not harvested and not
pastured. Cropland not harvested and not pas-
tured comprised 37 million acres of cultivated
summer fallow (17 States), 29 million acres of
soil-improvement crops, 6 million acres on
which all crops failed, and 18 million acres
of idle land or land planted in crops for future
harvest.

The total 923 million acres of all pasture and
grazing land includes 57 million acres of crop-
land used only for pasture, 866 million acres
of woodland pasture and other pasture and
grazing lands. Pasture and grazing lands in
farms account for 630 million acres of the total
923 million acres of all pasture.

The total woodiand and forest land amounts
to 589 million acres which includes 82 million
acres of woodland and forest land pastured or
grazed and 507 million acres not pastured or
grazed. Woodland in farms totals 146 million

acres while woodland and forest land not in
farms totals 443 million acres. This 589 mitlion
acres of woodland and forest land does not in-
clude forest land in parks, wildlife refuges, etc.,
nor does it include an estimated 140 million
acres of woodland and forest land not in farms
which was pastured or grazed in 1964.

A large proportion of the Nation's agricul-
ture comes from the land used for crop produc-
tion. The total cropland in 1964 amounted to
434 million acres or one-fifth of the total land
area. Total cropland included the 57 million
acres of cropland used only for pasture.

Cropland harvested comprised two-thirds of
the total cropland in farms in 1964. The dis-
tribution of cropland harvested varies greatly
from region to region and State to State. For
the United States, one-fourth of the land in
farms is in cropland harvested; however, the
proportion by State varies from 67 percent in
illinois to less than 2 percent in New Mexico
and Alaska.

Cropland used only for pasture totaled 57
million acres in 1964 or 5 percent of the land
in farms. Most of this pastureland is in rota-
tion, with crops, although some of it may be in
transition between cropland and a state of non-
cropland use, which may be followed by rever-
sion to other pasture or to woodland.

Cropland not harvested and not pastured in
1964 comprised 37 million acres of cultivated
summer fallow, 29 million acres in soil-improve-
ment crops, 6 million acres of crop failure, and
18 million acres of idle cropland and land on

which crops were planted for harvest after
1964.

The practice of summer fallowing is associ-
ated with the growing of wheat in the drier
areas of the major wheat-producing areas. The
accumulation of soil moisture and the conse-
quent improvement in yields per acre results
from having the land lie idle for a crop season
and by cultivating it or using methods to keep
it free from weeds. Cultivated summer fallow is
confined almost entirely to the wheat producing
areas of the Great Plains and the Western
States.

Woodland in farms totaled 146 million acres
in 1964 or 13 percent of the total land in farms.
About 80 million acres of the woodland is lo-
cated in the South. Most of the woodland and
forest land in West is not included as land in
farms.

Of the total woodland in farms, 82 million
was pastured or grazed in 1964. The produc-
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tivity of this kind of pasture varies greatly as
it includes cutover forest land once used for
crops or open pasture in the process of revert-
ing to forest land, and woodiand, brush and
scrub land, etc.

Pastureland other than cropland and wood-
land amounted to 490 million acres in 1964.
This represented over two-fifths of the total land
in farms for the United States, but over 70
percent of the land in farms in the West. About
36 million acres of the other pasture has been
improved by liming, fertilizing, irrigating,
draining, reseeding, or by controliing weeds.

In 18 selected Western States, having 439
million acres of the total 490 million acres of
other pasture, about 5 percent of the pasture
was considered improved, 74 percent to be
rangeland predominantly grass, and 21 percent
to be rangeland predominantly brush or browse
in 1964.

Change in land use—The changes in the
major uses of land in the United States were
significantly different during the period prior
to 1920 and the period since 1920. The period
prior to 1920 was marked by the settlement
and development of lands west of the Missis-
sippi River and the clearing of forest lands.
From 1900 to 1920, cropland other than that
used for pasture increased from 319 million
acres to 402 million acres. The expansion of
cropland was accompanied by a decrease in
grazing land. Grazing land, in total, was re-
duced about 65 million acres from 1900 to.

1aeLe 7 Major Uses of Land in the United States:

1920. However, grazing land not in farms de-
creased about 107 million acres. Part of this
grazing land was converted to cropland and part
of the grazing land not in farms in 1900 was
included as land in farms by 1920. Clearing
of wooded and forest land also was a factor
during this period as cropland and nonwooded
pastureland increased in the Eastern States and
in parts of the Pacific Northwest.

in the period since 1920, there have not been
dramatic changes in the major land uses. Crop-
land other than that used for pasture has fluc-
tuated from 415 million acres to 377 million
acres. Land developed and improved through
drainage, irrigation, and clearing of forests
has about equaled the acreage of cropland
reverting to permanent pasture and woodland
plus the acreage of land converted to non-
agricultural uses through the expansion of
cities, highways, parks, airports, etc.

Land used for pasture and grazing has de-
clined about 143 million acres since 1920. The
decrease in pasture and grazing land accounts
for much of the total change in land used for
agriculture. Considerable acres of grazing lands
not in farms have gradually become part of the
pastureland in farms, as more public lands have
been included in farms. (Grazing lands leased
by farm operators, are included as land in
farms; grazing lands under permit are not in-
cluded as land in census farms. In 1964, leased
Federal grazing lands totaled over 18 million
acres.)

1890 to 1964

Subject 1964 1959 1954% 1950

1945% 1940 1930 1920 1910 1900

Appro}éimte lend

Land not In farms..... acres 156,086,000 47,835,786 | 745,633,129 |1,111,986,360
Proportion of totel
land area....... percent. . 51.0 50,6 39,2 48.9
Grazing land>,..... acres 293,054,000 | 327,803,000 | %352,639,000 | %402,150,000

Woodland and forest
land not grszed’..acres. .
Other land”........ acres, .

Land used for agriculture,

total? i ieanas acres.. (1,403,241,000 | 1,451,310,574 | 1,510,830,511 |1,563,569,720
68.8
376,813,336 382,570,743 393,579,123 408,827,289

land ared....... percent., . 61,9 | &3.9 9.4
Cropland other than used
only for pasture..acres..
Proportion of total

land area....... percent, . 16.6 16.8 20.7 18.0

Land used for pasture and
EIBZINE..eevrnanaanns acres, . 922,985,000
Proportion of total

land area....... percent. . 40.7 41.9 52.5 45.0

Land used L‘orsagriculture

and forestry®........ acres.. |1,846,120,000 | 1,880,203,574 |1,749,140,511 |1,898,373,720

Proportion of total

land area....... percent.. R 8L.5 82.8 9.9 83.5

2,266,272,640 | 2,268,378,240 |1,903,824,640 | 2,273,406,080
Land in farms......... acres., |1,110,187,000 |1,123,507,574 |1,158,191,511 [1,161,419,720
1,156, 1,1

442,879,000 | 428,893,000 [ 238,310,000 | 334,804,000
420,153,000 | 391,140,000 | 154,684,000 | 375,033,000

952,112,623 999,740,000 | 1,023,573,813

1,905,361,920 | 2,274,943,360 | 2,272,798,720 2,272,824,320| 2,272,898,560 | 2,273,070,720
1,141,615,364 [ 1,065,113,774 | 990,111,984 | 958,676,612| 881,431,469 | 841,201,546
763,746,556 | 1,209,829,586 | 1,282,686,736| 1,314,147,708 1,391,467,091 | 1,431,869,174

40,1 53.2 56.4 57.8 &.2 63.0
428,129,000 | 504,000,000 | *578,000,000] 1661,000,000| 1739,000,000| 1768,000,000
185,733,000 »219,000,000 | 208,000,000 (NA) (Na) (NA)
149,885,000| 121,000,000 | 132,000,000 (NA) (NA) ()

1,569,744,000 *1,565,000,000 [*1,565,000,000|*1, 617,000,000 1, 618,000,000 | 1, 607,000,000

82.4 82,1 182.2 185.0 185.0 18s.4

403,245,042] 398,751,103 | 415,334,931] 1402,000,000| 347,000,000 | 319,000,000

2.2 120.9 2.8 211 8.2 116.8

1,051, 670,000 |11,065,000,000 [*1,042,000,000|*2.,066,000,000|1,121,000,000 | *1,131,000,000

55.2 155.9 54,7 156.0 158.9 159.4

1.,755,477,000 {11,784,000,000 {*1,773,000,000{1,777,000,000]1,780,000,000 | 11,782,000,000

92.1 93,6 193.2 293.4 193.5 93,6

NA Not available.
lpate for Alagks and Hawall not included.

2Changes in land area represent changes in boundaries, chenges duc to the construction of reservolrs, to drainage of lakes and swamps, ete., except for 1940 when a complete

remeasurement of the Unlted Stetes was made.

3pstimates of Economic Research Service, U. S, Department of Agriculture, Grazing lend not in farms consists of land used chiefly for grazing end includes open or nonforested
grazing land, idle graseland in firgt decades, forest and woodland end shrub and brush grazing land in all yeers,

“Includes some public snd private lsnd usable for grazing which 18 not necessarily grazed every yesr, but excludes areas of grass end other forage of valuve for grazing in
military reservations, national parks, natural wild life areas, etc., for which permits were not issued for grazing livestock.

51n addition to the estimated nonfarm acreage grezed, there were probably 15 to 20 million acres of nanfarm land having some forage value not used for grazing for various

reasons.

é1ncludes areas containing forsge suitable for grazing (n9t legally closed to grazing), whether mctually grazed or not in 1944,

7lend in farms and grazing land not in farms.
®Land in farms, grazing land not in farms, and woodlend and forests not in farms.
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Since 1900 all land in farms has increased
269 million acres. Most of this increase resulted
from the transfer of grazing lands not in farms
to farms. Much of this increase in land in
farms since 1890 occurred in the 17 Western
States of the conterminous United States. New
settlement which continued until about 1920
account for a part of the increase. Since 1920,
half or more of the increase has resulted from
the adding of approximately 100 million acres
of Federal, State, and indian reservation land
to the area reported in census farms. Changes
in the method of controlling grazing rights and
modification of census definitions and proce-
dures rather than the increase of underdevel-
oped lands account for most of the increase of
land in farms since 1920,

Land in farms declined 13 million acres or
1.2 percent from 1959 to 1964. This compares
with a loss of 38 miilion acres (3.3 percent) be-
tween 1954 and 1959. Over 11 million acres
of the decrease occurred in the South and
resulted largely from the transfer of land in
farms to forest land or to land to be used for
forest purposes and to the abandonment or non-
operation of farms. A 6 million acre decrease in
land in farms in the North between 1959 and
1964 resulted largely from the discontinuance
of farm operations and the transfer of land to
urban and other nonfarm uses. Much of the
4 million acre increase in the Western States
resulted from the inclusion of additional graz-
ing lands as land in farms in 1964.

Total cropland decreased almost 14 million
acres between 1959 and 1964, more than one-
half of the decrease occurred in the South. A
decrease of 8 million acres in cropland used
only for pasture probably accounts for more
than one-half of the 14 million acre decrease
in total cropiand. The decrease in cropland re-
sulted in part from the abandonment or non-
operation of farms, the conversion of cropland
to permanent pastureland, the conversion and
reversion of some cropland to woodland or to
other noncropland use, and in the conversion
of some cropland to such nonfarm uses as
highways, cities, parks, suburban homesites,
etc. Part of the decrease in cropland used only
for pasture in the Western States may have re-
sulted from differences in reporting by the re-
spondent, caused by the inclusion of additional
inquiries for the classification of other pasture
in 1964,

The acreage of cropland harvested in 1964
is 72 million acres or 20 percent less than the
acreage for 1929, and 66 million acres less
than at the end of World War lI. Since World
War I, the acreage of cropland harvested has

decreased 34 million acres in the South. Much
of this decrease in the South was the result of
the shift in cotton acreage westward, the de-
crease in corn acreage, the abandonment of
marginal farms, and the conversion of farmland
to woodland. The more gradual decline in acre-
age since 1945 in the North has been the result
of abandonment of cropland to nonagricultural
uses and the advent of government programs
(Soil Bank and Feed Grain Program) in the last
decade. In the West, there has been no signi-
ficant change in the cropland harvested acreage
since 1945.

The acreage of cropland harvested declined
over 25 million acres or 7.9 percent from 1959
to 1964. Almost all of the decrease was the re-
sult of farmer participation in the government
Feed Grain Program and drought conditions in
several of the Great Plains States. In the United
States there was a decrease of more than 31
million acres of feed grains harvested in 1964
(corn, sorghums, oats and barley). This de-
crease was only partially offset by a 7 million
acre increase in soybean acreage. The decrease
in acreage of cropland harvested was 16 million
acres in the Northern States, mainly in the
Corn Belt States, and there was an 8 million
acre decrease in the South. In the West, the de-
crease of 1.6 million acres of cropland har-
vested was mainly the resuit of drought and
consequent crop failure.

For the United States, there was a decrease
of 18 million acres or 11 percent in the acre-
age of woodland in farms from 1959 to 1964.
Over 10 miliion of this occurred in the South
where a considerable acreage of cropland and
pastureland reverted to forest land. Much of
the decrease of woodland in the South is the re-
sult of the transfer of lands once in farms to
places that no longer qualify as farms. Of the
total decrease in woodland, 10 million acres
was woodland pastured and 8 million acres,
woodland not pastured. Some of the decrease
in the acreage of woodland pastured in the
West resulted from the classification of land,
considered as woodland pasture in 1959, as
other pasture (rangeland predominantly brush
or browse).

Since 1900, the total area (farm and non-
farm) used for pasture and grazing has de-
clined 208 million acres; and since 1944, the
area decreased 129 million acres. The total
pasture and grazing land in farms has increased
about 6 million acres since 1944. At each suc-
ceding census more of the rangeland in the
Western States has been included as land in
farms. This partially accounts for the decrease
in grazing lands not in farms and the increase
in pastureland in farms.
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TsLe & Farms, all Land in Farms, Cropland Harvested, and Value of Farms,
by Regions: Censuses of 1850 to 1964

Number of farms A1l land in ferms Croplend harvested® Value of farms (land and buildings)?
Increase or Increase or Aver-
decrease (-) decrease (-) Per- | Aver- z :;; zz;: age g::; Aver- Aver-
Regien and your |k el | e | e || e |
< Total = per per
'O’ _ Acres total age Acres crease all per (¢ dollars) crease ferm acre
Per- Per- or de- [land or de~
Number cent Acres cen | Lend per cvease | in farm case (dol- (dol-
aree® | farm Py h * (a1 °x lars) lars)
farms) -
UNITED STATES
1964 0t ieninncanann 3,157,857 | -552,646 | -14,9 | 1,110,187,000 | -13,320,574 | ~1,2 | 49.0|351.6 | 286,891,974 | ~7.9 | 25.8 | 90.9]159,931,665,000] (NA) | 50,646 143.81
1959..... vereresene 3,710,503 (NA) | (MA) | 1,123,507,574 (Na) | (NA) | 49.5 | 302.8 | 311,476,141 (NA) | 27.7| 83.9 (na) (NA) (NA): (nA)
(Na) (NA) | (Na) (NA) (NA) | (na) | (ua) | (Na) (na) A | (Na) (NA) (na) (NA) (NA) (NA)
5,388,437 (na) | (&) | 1,16),419,720 (NA) | (NB) | 51.1215,5 (344,564,497 | (NA) [ 29.7 | 63,9 75,462,427,000{ (NA) | 14,005 64,97
(na) (NaY | (na) (Na) (Na) | (na)y [ (wa) | () (NA) (nay [ (ea) | (na) (NA) (na) (NA) ()
6,102,417 (aa) { (NA) [1,065,113,774 (MA) | (MA) | 46.8 [174.5 | 321,434,288 | (NA) | 30.2 | 52,7 33,758,367,972 (NA) 5,532 31.69
(na) (NA) | (NA) (NA) (Na) | (nA) | () | () (NA) (Na) | (nA) (na) (Na) (na) (NA) (na)
6,295,103 (na) | (na) | 990,111,984 (na) [ (W) | 43.6 |157.3 (NA) (ma) | (w) (NA) | 47,994,475,975 [  (A) 7,624 48,47
(na) (NA) | () (na) ) |o(Na) | (N) [ (u) (NA) ) | (n) (na) (na) (NA) (na) (na)
6,453,991 87,947 | L.4| 958,676,612 | 77,245,143 | 8.8 | 42.2|148.5 (na) (na) | (na) (na) | 66,446,345,611:| 90,5 | 10,295 69,31
1910, .ieennas vee. | 6,366,044 626,387 | 10,9 | 881,431,469 | 40,229,923 | 4.8 38.8 |138.5 (NA) (NA) | (nA) (NA) | 34,884,925,036 (nA) 5,480 39,58
1900..00uenns veenes 15,739,657 | 1,175,016 | 25.7 | 841,201,546 | 217,982,927 | 35.0| 37.0 |146.6 (nA) (NA) | (na) (NA) (n4) (NA) (na) (na)
CONTERMINOUS
UNITED STATES
1964... .| 3,052,611 | -551,283 | -14.,9 | 1,105,873,106 | ~14,284,683 | -1.3 | 58.2 | 350.8 | 286,708,067 | -7.9 | 25. 90.9 | 159,432,430,000 | 23.6{ 50,572 143.92
1959..... .. |3,703,894 | -1,078,522 | -22.6 | 1,120,157,789 | 38,033,722 | -3.3 | 58.9 | 302.4 | 311,285,249 | -6.5 | 27.8 | 84.0{128,987,659,000 | 32.2| 34,825 115,15
1954 s iuuinnannann 4,782,416 |  =599,746 | ~11.1 | 1,158,191,511 -374,341 1 (2) | 60.8|242.2 332,870,479 | -3.3| 28.7| 69.6| 97,582,918,000| 29.7| 20,405 84,25
1950, .uuuecinnnans . (5,382,162 | —477,007 | -8.1|1,158,565,852 | 16,950,488 | 1.5| 60.9 | 215.3 | 344,398,550 | -2.4 | 29.7| 64.0| 75,260,606,000 | 62.2 | 13,983 64,96
1945, cuieinnninnns 5,859,169 | -237,630 | -3.9 |1,141,615,364 | 80,762,990 | 7.6 | 59.9 | 194.8 | 352,865,765 9.8 ] 30,9 60.2| 46,388,925,560 | 37.9 7,917 40,63
1940, c0annn. vieeses | 6,006,799 | ~715,551 | -10,5 | 1,060,852,374 | 6,337,263 | 0.6 | 55.7 |174,0 | 321,242,430 8.7 | 30.3| 52.7| 33,641,738,726 2.4 5,518 31 7L
1935... 6,812,350 523,702 | 8.3 |1,054,515,111 | 67,744,095 | 6.9 | 55.4 |154.8 295,624,176 | =17.7 | 28.0 | 43.4| 32,858,844,012| ~31.4 4,823 31,16
1930... 6,288,648 ~82,992 | -1.3| 986,771,016 | 62,451,664 6.8 | 51.8|156.9 | 359,242,000 4.3 | 36.4| 57.1| 47,879,838,358 | -3.2 7,614 48,52
6,371,640 ~76,703 | ~1.2 | 924,319,352 | -31,564,363 [ -3.3 | 48,6 |145,1 | 344,549,267 | -1.2 | 37.3| 54.1| 49,467,647,287 | -25.4 7,764 53,52
6,448,343 86,841 | 1.4| 955,883,705 | 77,085,390 | 8.8 | 50.2 |148.2 | 348,603,729 [ 12.0| 36.5| 54.1] 66,316,002,602 | 90.6 | 10,284 69.38
6,361,502 624,130 | 10,9 | 878,798,325 | 40,206,551 | 4.8 | 46.2 |138.1 | 311,293,382 9.9 | 35.4| 48.9| 34,801,125,697 | 109.5 5,471 39.60
5,737,372 | 1,172,731 | 25,7 838,591,774 | 215,373,155 | 34.6 | 44.1 |146.2 | 283,218,280 | 28.9 | 33.8 | 49.4| 16,614,647,491| 25.1 2,896 19.81
4,564 641 555,734 | 13.9| 623,218,619 | 87,136,784 | 16,3 | 32,7 |136,5 219,705,564 | 32,2 | 35.3 | 48,1| 13,279,252,649 | 30.2 2,909 21,31
4,008,907 | 1,348,922 | 50.7| 536,081,835 |128,346,794 | 31.5] 28.2|133.7 166,186,584 | (NA) | 31.0| 41.5| 10,197,096,776 | 37,0 2,544 19.02
2,659,985 615,908 | 30.1| 407,735,041 522,503 { 0.1} 2L.4|153.3 (NA) (Na) | (na) (NA) | 7,444,054,462 | 12.0 2,799 18,26
2,044,077 595,004 | 41.1| 407,212,538 | 113,651,924 | 38.7 | 2L.4 |199.2 (NA) (o) | () (NA) | 6,645,045,007 | 103.1 3,251 16.32
1,449,073 - -| 293,560,614 - ~| 15.6 [ 202.6 (na) - | (w) (NA) | 3,271,575,426 - 2,258 11.14
1,479,581 | 235,860 |~13.7 | 415,069,162 | -6,370,506 | -1.5| 70.8 |280.5|181,200,399 | -8.3| 43.7| 122,5| 71.,082,390,000 | 15.1| 48,042 170.77
1,715,441 | 327,651 |-16.0 | 421,439,668 | -13,037,299 | ~3.0 | 71.7|245.7 (197,514,215 | ~4.9 | 46,9 | 115.1| 61,761,140,000 | =28.6 | 36,003 146,55
2,043,002 | ~224,974 | ~9.9 | 434,476,967 | ~6,350,936 | -1.4| 73.9|212,7 |207,611,565 0.1 47.8| 10L.6| 48,025,056,000 | 24.9 | 23,506 11.0.54
2,268,066 | -215,512 | -8.7| 440,827,903 | -6,887,304 | -1.5| 74.9 |194.4 | 207,887,638 | 2,1 | 47.2 | 91.7| 38,455,289,000 | 51.4| 16,955 87.23
2,483,578 -96,381 | -3,7 | 447,715,207 | 12,626,930 | 2.9 | 76.1 {180.3 212,322,529 | 13.8 | 47.4| 85,5 25,401,414,030 | 34.3| 10,228 56,7
2,579,959 | -239,509 | 8.5 | 435,088,277 | ~6,864,248Y{ -1.6| 73.9 |168.6 | 186,535,945 | 12.4 | 42.9 | 72.3| 18,909,130,951 [ -0.6 7,329 43,46
2,819,468 257,683 | 10.1| 441,952,525 | 16,243,097 | 3.8 75.2 |156.8 | 166,026,942 | -22.2 | 37,6 | 58,9 19,024,668,079 | -32.7 6,748 43,05
2,561,785 | ~179,458 | -6.5| 425,709,428 | 11,526,961 | 2.8 | 72.4 [166.2 |213,342,951 1.1 | 50.1| 83.3| 28,253,800,121| -9.6| 11,029 66.37
2,741,243 22,163 | 0.8 | 414,182,467 | -18,089,484 | -4,2 | 70.5[151.1 211,022,423 | -0.1| 50.9 | 77.0| 31,260,011,252 | -27.9 | 11,404 75.47
2,763,406 | 127,212 | ~4.4 | 432,271,951 | 18,788,695 | 4.5 | 73.5 |156.4 | 211,182,836 7.5 | 48.9| 76.4| 43,326,743,178 | 83.2| 15,67 100,23
2,890,618 16,545 | 0.6 | 413,483,256 | 30,724,693 | 8.0 70.4 |143.0 | 196,468,085 6.8 | 47.5| 68,0| 23,650,151,375{ 96,4 8,182 57,20
2,874,073 291,682 | 11,3 | 382,758,563 | 63,428,044 | 19,9 | 65.1 [133.2 (183,952,270 23.5| 48,1 64,0| 12,041,146,126 [ 25.3 4,190 31,46
2,582,391 188,284 | 7.9 319,330,519 | 44,362,722 | 16.1| 54.3 |123.7 {148,940,419 | 37.0 | 46.6 | 57.7| 9,608,967,691| 21.1 3,721 30.09
2,394,107 667,434 | 38.7| 274,967,797 | 73,008,144 | 36.1| 46.8 |114,9 108,732,156 [ (MA) | 39.5| 45.4( 7,932,884,489 | 32.7 3,314 28.85
1,726,673 389,573 | 29.1| 201,959,653 32,978,518 | 19.5 | 34.4 [117.0 (NA) (na) [ (na) (na) | 5,978,826,418 | 40.6 3,463 29.60
1,337,100 409,749 | 44,2 168,981,135 | 51,131,810 | 43.4 | 23.5|126.4 (na) () [ (NA) (Na) | 4,251,961,938 | 92.7 3,180 25,16
927,351 - -| 117,849,325 N -| 26.5|127.1 (NA) - | (na) (Na) | 2,206,731,928 - 2,380 18,73
1,372,732 | ~273,217 | <16.6 | 346,228,336 | 11,219,750 | -3.1 | 61.8 |252.2 | 68,535,247 | -8.8 | 19.8 | 49.9| 52,068,384,000 | 33.5| 37,931 150.11
1,645,949 | —670,658 | 29,0 | 357,448,086 | ~28,840,914 | -7.5 | 63.7 |217.2 | 75,173,269 | -13.2 | 21.0| 45,7 39,001,497,000 | 32,0 | 23,702 109,14
2,316,607 | =-335,816 | -12.7 | 386,289,000 | -6,926,174 | ~1.8 | 68,7 |166.7 | 86,589,832 | ~10.4 | 22.4 | 37.4| 29,549,362,000 | 28,7 | 12,755 76,50
2,652,423 | -228,7M21 -7.9| 393,215,174 | 15,420,461 | 4.1,| 69.9 [148.2 | 96,598,960 | -5.6 | 24,6 | 36.4| 22,955,349,000 | 74.6 8,654 58,38
2,881,135 | 126,035 | —4.2 | 377,794,713 | 7,626,252 | 2.1| 67.1|13L.1 (102,338,942 | =-0.9 | 27.1| 35.5| 13,148,834,055| 35,3 4,564 34,80
3,007,170 | -414,753 {-12.1| 370,168,461 | -6,037,740 | -1.6 | 65.7 [123,1 | 103,289,490 1.4 | 27.9) 34.3| 9,716,128,097| 11.2 3,231 26,25
3,421,923 198,107 | 6.1| 376,206,201 | 33,119,783 | 9.7 | 66.9 {109.9 | 101,897,290 [ -6.9 | 27.1 | 29.8| 8,736,858,459 | -29.2 2,553 23.22
3,223,816 92,398 | 3.0| 343,086,418 | 18,897,019 | 5.8 | 61,0 |106.4 | 109,505,307 7.1 | 319 | 34,0 12,343,593,204 7.0 3,829 35,98
3,131,418 ~75,246 | -2.3| 324,189,399 | ~25,932,434 | ~7.4 | 57.7|103.5 [102,243,034 | 6,3 | 31.5| 32,7| 11,539,207,263 | -23.9 3,685 35,59
3,206,664 109,117 | 3.5| 350,121,833 | -4,331,027 | -1.2 | 62,3 |109.2 [109,135,396 | 14.5 | 31.2 ! 34.0| 15,156,654,907 | 106.1 4,727 43.29
3,097,547 477,156 | 18,2 | 354,452,860 | ~7,583,491 | 2,1 | 63,1 |1l4.4 | 95,328,941 | 14,2 | 26,9 | 30.8| 7,353,431,195 | 124.3 2,374 20.75
2,620,391 784,019 | 42,7 | 362,036,351 | 105,430,484 | 4L.1 | 64.4 |138,2 | 83,509,844 [ 36.9 | 23.1| 3L.9| 3,279,021,509 | 27.3 1,251 9,06
1,836,372 305,295 | 19.9| 256,605,867 | 21,686,081 | 9.2 | 45.6 {139,7 | 61,019,066 | 16.7 | 23.8 | 33.2| 2,575,342,268 | 37.5 1,402 10,04
1,531,077 645,977 | 73.0| 234,919,786 | 45,363,484 | 23,9 | 41.8 |153.4 | 52,274,570 | (NA) | 22.3 | 34,1 | 1,873,329,846 | 45.4 1,224 7,97
' 885,100 212,787 | 3L.6 | 189,556,302 | -35,957,434 |-15.9 [ 33.7 | 214.2 (na) (NA) | (nA) (NA) [ 1,288,694,869  ~44.5 1,456 6,80
672,313 157,303 | 30.5] 225,513,736 | 54,466,660 | 3L.8 | 40.1 |335.4 (Na) fNA) | (NA} (NA) | 2,322,594,749 | 119.,9 3,455 10.30
515,010 - -] 171,047,076 - - | 30.4 |332.1 () - | (uw) (NA) | 1,056,154,566 - 2,051 6,17

See footnotes at end of table.
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1a8Le . Farms, all Land in Farms, Cropland Harvested, and Value of Farms,
by Regions: Censuses of 1850 to 1964 —continued

Number of farms

All land in farms

Cropland harvested!

Value of farms (land and buildings)?

Increase or Increase or - Aver- Per-
decrease (-) decrease (-) Aver- Per- | Per age er Aver- Aver-
cent | cent cent

Region and year age in- of aere- in- age age

¢ ¥ acre- age Total per per

Total Acres age Acres crease | all per (dollars) crease farm acre

Per- Per- or de- | land or de-
Number Acres per s farm (dol- (dol-
cent cent farm cz‘e;se f::ns (all ez‘z_ea)tse lars) | . lars)
- farms)
305,544 -43,569 | -12,5 348,889,502 4,269,682 1.2 1,149 | 37,156,328 —4.2| 10.6 | 121.6 | 36,780,891,000 (NA) | 220,383 105.39
349,113 (o) | (NA) | 344,619,820 (ISR TS 987.1| 38,788,657 | (MA)| 11.3 | 111.1 (na) | (ma) (na) (Na)
() (Na) | (NA) (NA) (Na) | (NA) (Na) (va) | (nA) | (NA) | (NA) ()| (na) (NA) (na)
467,948 (NA) | (NA) | 327,376,643 (na) ] (M) 699.6 | 40,077,899 | (Na) | 12.2| 85.6| 14,051,789,000 | (MA) | 30,029 42.92
() (NAY | (na) (Na) (Na) } (Na) (Na) (RA) 1 () | (Na) | (Ra) (na)| (M) (na) (na)
515,288 (NA) [ (NA) | 259,857,036 (NA) | (a) 504.3| 31,608,853 | (NA) | 12.2( 61.3| 5,133,108,924( (NA) 9,962 19.75
1935, .. .. {NA) (NAY | (NA) (NA) (NA) | (NA) (NA) (Na) (na) | (na) (NA) (NA) (NA) (Na) (Na)
1930, . iteeraenens .| 509,502 (na) | (na) | 221,316,138 (NA) | (Ma) 434 () | (na) ] (na) | (NA) | 7,397,081,650 | (NA) | 14,518 3.42
29250, ..o (NA) (na) | (NA) (NA) (na)! (na) (NA) (NAg émg (mg émg (NA) (NA) (NA) (N4)
1920, 0 ieiiiiiannnans 483,921 106,042 | 28.1 176,282,828 | 62,787,475 | 55.3 364.3 {NA NA (NA NA 7,962,947,526 | 105.2 16,455 4517
2910, . et 377,879 132,686 | 54.1 | 113,495,353 | 17,088,721 | 17.7 300.3 ma) | (na) | (na) | (na) | 3,881,342,466 | (NA) | 10,271 34,20
1900...... cevseenne 245,193 (NA) | (a) 96,406,632 (Na) | (NA) 393.2 (Na) (na) | (Na) {NA) (NA) (NA) (Na) (NA)
THE WEST--
CONTERMINOUS AREA

1964, uieinnens 300,298 42,206 | -12.3 | 344,575,608 | 3,305,573 | 1.0 R147.4 | 36,972,421 | 4.2| 10.7| 123.1| 26,281,656,000 | 28.6| 120,822| 105.26
1959...... 342,504 -80,213 | -19.0 341,270,035 3,844,491 1.1 996.4 | 38,597,765 -0.2{ 11,3 | 112.7 | 28,215,022,000 41.0 82,379 82.68
422,77 -38,956 | -8.4 337,425,544 | 12,902,769 4.0 798.2 | 38,669,082 -3.1}f 1.5 91.5| 20,008,500,000 44,5 47,334 59.30
461,673 | 32,783 | -6.6 | 324,522,775 | 8,417,331 | 2.7 702.9 | 39,911,952 | 4.5| 12.3| 86.5] 13,849,968,000| 76,7 | 30,000 42.68
494,456 -15,214 | -3.0 316,105,444 | 60,509,808 | 23.7 639.3 | 38,204,294 21.6 | 12.1 7.3 7,838,677,475 56.3 15,853 24,80
509,670 -61,289 | -10.7 255,595,636 | 19,239,251 8.1 501.5 | 31,416,995 13,44 12.3 61.6 5,016,479 ,678 -1.6 9,843 19.63
570,959 67,912 | 13.5| 236,356,385 | 18,381,215 | 8.4 4140 | 27,699,944 | —23.9 | 11.7| 48.5| 5,097,317,474| -30.0 8,928 21.57
503,047 4,068 0.8 217,975,170 | 32,027,684 | 17.2 433,31 36,393,833 16.3 | 16.7 72.3 7,282,444 ,033 9.2 14,477 33.41
19250 iieiiiaenians 498,979 20,706 | 4.3 | 185,947,486 | 12,457,555 7.2 372.7 | 31,283,810 | 10.6| 16.8 | 62.7| 6,668,428,872| -14.9| 13,364 35.86
19200t eevreanniens 478,273 104,936 | 28.1 | 173,489,931 | 62,627,722 | 56.5 362.7 | 28,285,497 | 45.1| 16.3| 59.1| 7,832,604,517 | 106.3 | 16,377 45.15
373,337 130,429 | 53.7 | 110,862,209 | 17,065,349 | 18.2 296.9 | 19,496,356 | 23.7| 17.6 | s52.2| 3,797,543,127 | 193.4 | 10,172 34,25
22,908 97,030 | 66.5 93,796,860 | 46,514,627 { 98.4 386.1( 15,756,166 | . 61.7 | 16.8 4.9 1,294,479,856 18.2 5,329 13.80
145,878 62,155 | 74.2 47,282,233 | 21,087,981 | 80.5 324,11 9,746,079 | 88.21 20,6 66.8| 1,094,942,690| 180.1 7,506 23.16
83,723 35,511 | 73.7 26,194,252 9,975,166 | 61.5 312.9 5,179,858 (NA) | 19.8 61.9 390,884,441 | 121.4 4,669 14.92
48,212 13,548 | 39,1 16,219,086 3,501,419 | 27.5 336.4 (NA) (Na) [ (na) (NA) 176,533,175 | 150.4 3,662 10.88
34,664 27,952 | 4164 12,717,667 8,053,454 | 172.7 366.9 (NA) (NA) {NA) (NA) 70,488,320 | 711.2 2,033 5.54
6,712 - - 4,664,213 - - 694.9 (NA) -1 (w) (NA) 8,688,932 - 1,295 1.86

NA Not available.

Z Less than 0.05 percent.

YPrior to 1924 , the data relate to the total acreage of crops for which figures are available, except for 1919 when 14,502,932 acres of corn cut for forage were excluded (as
most of this was probably duplicated in the acreage of corn harvested for grain).

‘The total value for 1959, 1954, and 1950 was based on the average value per acre for farms in the sample, for which value of lend and buildings was reported.
per farm and per acre was based on the total value of all farms.
Percentages for 1964 and 1959 are based on land areas as shown in table 13.

The average value

The value for 1964 are estimates based upon reports for a sample of farms. See text.

years. United States land areas, for earlier years, are shown in table 6. -

Percemtages for earlier years are based on land areas as published in census reports for those
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The acreage of all pastureland in farms in-
creased more than 5 million acres since 1959.
All of this increase occurred in the West as
there were small decreases in the acreage in
the North and South. Within the various classi-
fications of pasture, cropland used only for pas-
ture decreased 8 million acres, woodland pas-
fure decreased 10 million, and other pasture
(not cropland and not woodland) increased 24
million acres. Part of the increase in other
pasture resuited from the inclusion of addi-
tional grazing lands as land in farms and from
the reporting of cropland or woodland pasture
(as classified in 1959) as other pasture in
1964. About 8 million acres of the increase was
in the South and 12 million acres was in the
West.

The acreage of improved pasture increased
12.8 million acres or 55 percent from 1959
to 1964. In all but three States, there were
significant increases in acreages of other im-
proved pasture. in the West and Southwest, in-
creases resulted largely from brush control
and reseeding.

Changes in the value per farm—The total value
of farm land and buildings in 1964 was about
$160 billion, or an average of $50,646 per
farm. The total value in 1964 was double the
total value in 1950 and almost 10 times the
total value in 1900. On a per-farm basis, the
average value of land and buildings in 1964
was two and one-half times that of 1954 and
nine times that of 1940.

The total value of farm iand and buildings
has increased significantly in each census since
1940. The total value also increased at a rapid
rate in the period from 1850 to 1920. The total
values declined from a high of $66 billion in
1920 to $33 billion in 1935. It was not until
1950 that the total value exceeded that
for 1920. The decline in value between 1920
and 1935 was largely the result of falling prices.
The increase in total value of farm land and
buildings in the 50 years between 1850 and
1900 was due mainly to the increasing acre-
age of land in farms as settlement pushed
westward and the lengthening of the railway
network brought new land areas within the
reach of farm product markets.

The change in the total value of land and
buildings and the average value per farm and
per acre from census to census are affected
by changes in price level as well as changes
in the physical assets themselves. No fully sat-
isfactory index is available to use for removing
the entire effect of the changes in price level
from census to census. The following table in-
dicates the approximate level of the value of
farm land and buildings at 1964 prices for the
period 1850 to 1964. The value at 1964 prices
has been calculated by dividing the value of
farm land and buildings for each census year
by the index of wholesale prices for that year
(1964 base equals 100).

The computed value of land and buildings
at constant 1964 prices indicates more ac-
curately the growth and change in the value

maseo.  Value of Land and Buildings at 1964 Prices
and as Reported by the Census for the United
States: 1850 to 1964

Value at 1964 prices Value as reported by
the census
Index of
Census |wholesale
year prices Total |Average | Average Total Average | Average
1964=100 value value value value value value
(millions|per farm | per acre | (millions { per farm| per acre
of (dollars) | (dollars) of (dollars) | (dollars)
dollars) dollars)
1964. ... 100.0 159,932 50,646 143.81 159,932 50,646 143.81
1959t . 100.1 128,876 | 34,791 114.97 129,005 | 34,826 115.08
19542, . 92.4 105,609 | 22,083 91.18 97,583 | 20,405 84.25
1950. ... 86.4 87,340 16,209 75.20 75,462 14,005 64.97
19452, . 57:6 80,536 13,745 70.54 46,389 7,917 40.63
1940. ... 42.8 78,874 12,925 74.04 33,758 5,632 31.69
19352, . 43.6 75,365 11,062 71.47 32,859 4,823 31.16
1930. ... 47.1 101,898 16,187 102.91 47,994 7,624 48.47
19252, .. 56.3 87,865 13,790 95.06 49,468 7,764 53.52
1920. ... 84.1 79,008 12,241 82.41 66,446 10,295 69.31
1910. ... 38.4 90,846 14,271 103.07 34,885 5,480 39.58
1900%. .. 30.5 54,672 9,525 6498 16,675 2,905 19.82
18902 30.5 43,538 9,538 69.87 13,279 2,909 21.31
18802. .. 35.4 28,805 7,186 53.73 10,197 2,544 19.02
18702, .. 47.2 15,771 5,930 38.69 7,444 2,799 18.26
18602, .. 33.1 20,076 9,822 49.31 6,645 3,251 16.32
18502, ., 33.9 9,652 6,661 32.86 3,272 2,258 11.14

1 Data for Hawaii not included.
2 Data for Alaska and Hawaii not included.
3 Data for Alaska not included.
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of farm land and buildings than the value re-
ported in curernt prices in the census. For ex-
ample, in the period since 1940 the census
values indicate the average value per farm in-
creasing more than 9 times; however, in con-
stant 1964 dollars the average per farm in-
creased less than four times. The change in
the value of farm land and buildings has pro-
ceeded at different rates, in the various regions.
The regional figures indicate the steady western
movement, characterising the expansion of agri-
culture during the last 100 years. By 1870, the
settlement of the West had hardly begun and
the Southern States had neither recovered from
the Civil War nor changed from the hand-labor
system of cotton production. Hence, in 1870
four-fifths of the value of land and buildings
was concentrated in the northern and eastern
part of the United States. By 1920, the pro-
portion of value in the North had dropped to
65 percent, and by 1964 the proportion had de-
clined to less than 45 percent.

taste 10. Percent Distribution of Land in
Farms and Value of Land and
Buildings for the North, the
South, and the West: 1850 to

Percent distribu- | Percent distribu-

United tion of land tion of value of
Census year | States, in farm land and buildings

total

North|South|West } North|South|West

1964 . ....... 1000 | 374 {31.2 {314 | 444|326 |23.0
19591 ..., 100.0 { 37.5 | 31.8 {30.7| 47.9 [ 30.2 |21.9
19542 .. ., 100.0 | 37.5 {334 {29.1} 49.2 | 30.3 | 20.5
1950 ........ 100.0 | 38.0 | 33.9 [28.2] 51.0 | 30.4 |18.6
19452 .. ..... 100.0 | 39.2 {33.1 |27.7| 54.8 | 283 [16.9
1940 ........ 100.0 | 40.8 | 34.8 |24.4| 56.0 | 28.8 | 15.2
19352 . ..., 100.0 | 41.9 | 35.7 | 224} 57.9 | 26.6 | 15.5
30 ........ 100.0 | 43.0 134.7 [ 224 58.9 | 25.7 | 15.4
19262 . .. ... 100.0 [ 44.8 | 35.1 [ 20.1 |- 63.2 { 23.3 |13.5
1920 ........ 100.0 { 45.1 (36,5 {184 65.2 (228 |12.0
1910 ........ 100.0 | 46.9 | 40.2 {129 67.8 | 21.1 {11.1
0 ........ 100.0 | 45,5 |43.0 1115} 725|197 | 7.8
18902 ....... 1000 | 51.2 1412 | 76] 7241194 | 82
18802 ....... 1000 | 513 1438 | 49| 77.8) 184} 3.8
18702 ....... 100.0 | 4951465 | 4.0( 803|173 | 2.4
18602 ,...... 100.0 | 415|554 | 3.1| 64.0]350 | 1.1
18502 ....... 1000 | 40.1 {583 | 16| 675|323 | 0.3

1 Data for Hawaii not included.
2 Data for Alaska and Hawaii not included.

The West in 1870 accounted for less than 3
percent of the total value of land and buildings,

but by 1964, the West accounted for over
one-fifth of the total value. In the West the
relation of land values to total land in farms
has been greatly affected by increased acreage
of low value per acre Federal grazing lands
since 1900. Variations in the rate of growth
in the different parts of the country have been
large. The extent of settlement, the type of
agriculture, the scale of farming, the availability
of credit, the development of irrigation, in-
dustrialization, and price fluctuations for var-
jous farm products have affected the rate of
growth among regions and among States.

In 1964, almost 90 percent of the farms
were reported to have a value of land and build-
ings of less than $100,000. Two-thirds of the
farms had values of less than $40,000 and al-
most one-fourth had values of less than $10,-
000. These proportions, as shown in the table
below, varied significantly in the various re-
gions.

tasLe 11. Percent Distribution of Farms by
Value of Land and Buildings

Value of land and United The The The
buildings States North South West

Total ............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than $10,000 ..... 23.7 14.8 36.7 8.1
$10,000 to $19,999 . .... 20.8 19.8 23.3 14.6
$20,000 to $39,999 ..... 22.6 25.6 191 234
$40,000 to $69,999 ..... 15.2 19.6 9.6 18.9
$70,000 to $99,000 ..... 6.8 9.0 3.8 9.6
$100,000 to $149,000 ... 5.1 6.2 3.0 8.5
$150,000 to $199,000 ... 2.3 2.4 1.5 4.8
$200,000 to $499,000 ... 2.9 2.3 2.2 8.4
$500,000 or more ...... 0.8 0.2 0.7 3.7

in the West, only 8 percent of the farms had
farm values of less than $10,000, whereas 25
percent had farm values of $100,000 or more.
It should be noted that these regional differ-
ences are directly related to the size of farm
and the average value of land and buildings per
acre in each of the regions. The average size
of farm for the North, South, and West is 280.5,
252.2, and 1,141.9 acres respectively; and the
average value per acre is $170.77, $150.11,
and $105.39, respectively.
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