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Introduction

AUTHORITY AND AREA COVERED—The cen-
sus of agriculture is authorized by an Act of
Congress, “Title 13, United States Code—Cen-
sus,” codified August 31, 1954, and amended
in August 1957, September 1960, June and
October 1962, and August 1964. Section 142
paragraph (a) provides for the census of agri-
culture to be taken in October 1959 and each
fifth year thereafter. Section 191 provides that
the census data for Guam and the Virgin lIs-
lands may be collected by the Governor, or
highest ranking Federal official, in accordance
with plans prescribed or approved by the Di-
rector of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. The
1964 census covers agriculture in each of the
States and in Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Vir-
gin lIslands.

ENUMERATION—The statistics presented in
this report represent totals obtained by adding
information obtained from farm operators in
November and December 1964, The informa-
tion was obtained from the operator of each
farm by means of an agricultural questionnaire
containing questions and space for answers.
(See appendix B for a copy of the agriculture
questionnaire.)

The enumeration of the 1964 Census of
Agriculture was completed by a census enu-
merator. An enumerator was assigned a specific
area—such as an election district or part of
an election district—to enumerate. The enu-
merator was given a detailed map for the
area assigned. Except in cities and the larger
villages, the enumerator was required to visit
each occupied dwelling (or place) in his assign-
ment, list the head of each household, and
obtain answers regarding agricultural opera-
tions on the place. (See appendix C for a fac-
simile of the A2 listing form used by the
enumerator.) For places having agricultural
operations, the enumerator was required to
obtain a completed agriculture questionnaire.
In urban areas, the enumerator was given a
list of farm operators in 1960 in his assign-
ment and was required to enumerate only the
places operated as farms.

To assist in obtaining an enumeration as
complete as possible, enumerators were re-
quired to plot on the detailed map of their
assignment the location of each occupied
dwelling or place listed on the A2 listing form.
Enumerators were also given lists of special

and large farms located in the assigned area
and were required to obtain an agriculture
questionnaire for each special or large farm
or give an explanation as to why an agriculture
questionnaire was not required.

OFFICE PROCESSING—During the office proc-
essing, agriculture questionnaires and A2 list-

ing forms were reviewed for completeness,
checked for consistency of entries, and coded.
Errors, inconsistencies, and misplaced entries
were corrected. Incomplete reports were adjust-
ed on the basis of related information on the
same questionnaire, or on the basis of ques-
tionnaires for nearby farms of similar size. In
the coding process, numerical codes were en-
tered on all questionnaires to classify farms by
size in terms of total area, and by tenure of op-
erator.

After the questionnaires had been edited
and coded, the information on them was added
and transferred to tabulation sheets. Tabula-
tions were reviewed for reasonableness and
consistency.

CENSUS DEFINITION OF A FARM—The statis-
tics given in this report relate to places qualify-
ing as census farms. For the 1964 Census of
Agriculture, a farm was defined as any ‘‘place”
on which any crops, vegetables, fruits, or nuts,
were grown and harvested or gathered during
the year November 1, 1963 to October 31,
1964; or on which any livestock, or five or
more poultry were kept on or about November
1, 1964.. The word ‘‘place” was defined to
include all land under the control of one per-
son or partnership, exclusive of land used by
the United States Military Services. Control of
the land may have been through ownership,
management, lease or other rental agreement,
permit or other government arrangement, or
by occupation without permit.

COMPARISON OF DATA FOR THE 1964 AND
1960 CENSUS—=Generally the data for the
1964 and the 1960 censuses are comparable.
The definitions and explanations given in ap-
pendix A for individual items explain the com-
parability of data for prior censuses.

ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS—The follow-
ing abbreviations and symbols may occur in
the tables:

— Zero.
X Not applicable.
NA Not available.
D Data withheld to avoid disclosing figures
for an individual farm or farm opera-
tions.
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