
appears to have halted between 1964 and 1969. The average age 
of operators in 1945 was 48.7 years, increasing to 51.3 years in 
1964, then dropping to 51.2 years in 1969. The percentage of 
all farm operators 65 years old and older was 14.8 percent in 
1950. It increased to 17.4 percent in 1964 then dropped back 
to 16.6 percent in 1969. 

As shown in table 12 for class 1·5 farms, farm operators under 
35 years of age and over 65 years of age accounted for a smaller 
portion of several key items of agriculture production than did 
operators of 35 to 44, 45 to 54, or 55 to 64 years of age. 

Considering size of farm, value of land and buildings, cropland 
harvested and value of sales, the 35 to 44, and 45 to 54 years of 
age groups are the most important. (See table 13.) 

Table 13. Selected Items by Age of Farm Operator 
for Class 1·5 Farms: 1969 

Age of farm o~erator 

Under 35 to 45 to 55 to 65yearl 
35 44 54 54 and 

Total ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Average size of farm •••••• acres •• 529.7 446.3 563.0 571.5 497.2 531.5 
Average value of land and 
buildings •• • •••••••••••• dollars •• 103,526 99,019 115' 170 113,123 95,123 85,969 
Average cropland harvested 
acres •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 150.6 160.8 177.6 165.5 135.2 98.2 
Average value of farm 
products sold ••••••••••• dollars •• 25,680 25,311 31,023 28,984 22,536 16,961 

Table 14. Farm Operators by Age, by Tenure, Percent Distribution 
for Class 1·5 Farms: 1969 

Tenure of farm operator 

Full Part 
Total ~ owners Tenants 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••• 100.0 ~o.a 33.5 15.6 

Under 35 years •••••••••••••••• 100.0 33.3 29,9 36.8 
35 to 44 years.,, •• , ••• , •••••• 100,0 41.5 39.5 19.0 
45 to 54 years •••• , ••••••••••• 100.0 48.1 38.5 13,4 

55 to 64 years., •• , •••• , ••••• , 100,0 58,0 32,0 10,0 
65 years and over,, •• , ••• , •••• 100,0 73,1 20,0 6.9 

' 

By tenure of operator, full owners tend to be the oldest and 
tenants the youngest. The average age of operators was 53.0 
years for full owners, 48.4 years for part owners, and 40.3 years 
for tenants. (See table 14.) 

Race of Farm Operator 

Only 104 thousand farm operators reported race other than 
white in 1969 versus 200 thousand in 1964. Of these operators 
in 1969, 87 thousand were black, 5 thousand were Indian, and 
11 thousand were "other." Table 15 provides the number of 
farms and land in farms by race of operator for each class, 
tenure, and type of organization group included in the 1969 
census. The data by class and tenure are for all farms; by type of 
organization, for class 1·5 farms. 

Most of the black and Indian operators were on farms which 
were in the lower value-of-sales categories. Sixty-two thousand 
of the 87 thousand operators operated farms with less than 
$2,500 in sales; 74 thousand operated farms with less than 
$5,000. The distribution for Indian operators was about the 
same, with nearly one-half reporting sales of less than $2,500 
from their farms. 

In 1969, 449 of the farm operators of races other than white 
were in the Northeast, 3,004 in the North Central, 90,141 in the 
South, and 10,253 in the West. Of the 13,706 not in the South 
1969, 4,483 were in California and 3,113 were in Hawaii, 
leaving only 6,110 in all the other States. The number in the 
South dropped from 185,578 in 1964 to only 90,141 in 1969. 
Changes in the other regions over the 5-year period were 
relatively minor. 

Off-Farm Work by Farm Operators 

The proportion of farm operators working off their farms has 
increased significantly, rising from 38.9 percent in 1950 to 54.3 

j Table 15. Farms, Land in Farms by Race, Class, Tenure, Type of Organization: 1969 

Classes: 
Total 1 all farms •• ,, ••••••••••••••• 

Class 1, •• ,, , , • , , , ••• , •••.•••••••••••• 
Clo.ss In,,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,.,, ..•••••• 
Class lb,,,,,.,,, •• , •• ,.,,.,.,,,, •• 

Class 2 ••• , •••••• , •• , •••••••••••••• , •• 
Class 3 •• , •• ,, ., ••••••••••• ••••• ••••• , 
Class 4,,,,,,, •• ,.,,, •• , •••••. ,,,, •••• 
Class 5 ••••••••••••• , ••• ,,., •••••••••• 

Class 6 ••••••••••• , ••••• ,., •• ,., •••••• 
Part time., •••••••• , •••• , •••••• , •••••• 
Part retirement ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Abnonnnl, •••• , ••••••• , •• ,., ••••••••••• 

Te-.:aure: 
Total, nll forms •••• , ••••• , ••• ,, ••• 

Full owners., •••• ,.,., •• ,,, •••••••••• , 
Pnrt owners, , , • o, •••••• , •• , , , • , , , ••••• 
Tenants,,,,., •• ,,,,.,,, ••• , ••••••.• , •• 

Type at Organization: 
Totnl, cln<;as 1-5 fnrmH., •• , ••• , •••• 

lndlvidunl •• ,, •o•,., •••• , • , , ••••••• , •• 
Partnership.,.,. o ••• ,,.,.,,,,,, ••••••• 

Corporation, total,,., •• ••••• ••••• , ••• 
10 shoreho1ders or fewer ••......... 
Hare tho.n 10 shareholders., •. , ..• ,. 

Other ••• ,. o ••••••••••• ,, ••••••• , •••••• 
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