
CHAPTER I Continued 

formily determined. The accompanying 
definitions and instructions were aimed 
at clarifying the intent of the inquiries, 
but many decisions had to be left to the 
judgment of the respondents. 

For example, land in permanent 
pasture may have been reported as crop
land pasture if the respondent decided 
that the land could be used for crops 
without additional improvement or had 
been so used in the past. In the same 
way, pastureland with scattered trees or 
brush may have been reported either as 
woodland pastured or as other pasture 
or even as cropland used for pasture. 
By census definition, improved pasture
land was to include pastureland other 
than cropland and woodland pasture 
that had been limed, fertilized, or seeded, 
or on which weeds or brush had been 
controlled since 1970, or that had been 
irrigated during 1974, or on which there 
was an established, effective drainage 
system. However, the instructions ac
companying the report form did not 

specify that the land had to have been 
improved since 1970 or irrigated in 
1974, so the operator's response could 
have included more than it should . (Re
ports of large acreages of improved 
pasture were reviewed in office process
ing for reasonableness, and calls were 
made to verify or correct questionable 
responses.) 

Changes in the wording of questions 
or the adding of questions to the census 
report form may have caused respond
ents to classify the same land differently 
from census to census . For example, in 
1969 and 1974, farm operators were 
asked to report cropland in cultivated 
summer fallow . The result in the Eastern 
and Southern States was a reduction in 
the acreage of cropland reported in other 
categories. In earlier censuses the oper
ators in those States would probably have 
reported this land as idle cropland. The 
concept of summer fallow land in the 
Great Plains and the Western States is 
not fully comparable with that in the 

Eastern and Southern States. Moisture 
conservation is a principal reason for 
summer fallowing in the former but 
not necessarily in the latter areas . 

In general the procedures used in the 
processing of the data for the 1974 
census were similar to those used for 
previous censuses . The computer editing 
program checked the mathematical con
sistencies of acreage figures for each 
farm and automatically corrected or 
adjusted these figures when necessary . 
When land use data were reported incom

pletely or not at all, the computer im 
puted data on the basis of a farm of a 
similar size in the same geographic area. 
This procedure was also used when there 
were large discrepancies in reported 
acreages. Changes made by the computer 
during its edit were reviewed and sig
nificant errors corrected. (For a more 
detailed explanation of computer and 
clerical processing, see volume II , part 1 
and volume IV, part 4 .) 
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UNITED STATES AVERAGE 
$336 

DOLLARS 
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